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* 
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND F'ISIIERIES, 
Fisheries Branch, 
Orrawa, 31st March, 1876. 


To the Honorable A. J. SMITH, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 


Smr,—Having already addressed to you, for early submission to Parliament with 
the annual report of your Department, a partial report on the produce and condition 
of the Fisheries of Canada, and the state of the Fisheries Service connected therewith 
during the season of 1875, I have now the honor to submit further information 
regarding this important branch of Canadian industry. These additional facts and 
suggestions complete the whole of the past year’s t ‘ansactions to the end of December 
last, The details necessary to a full report of fishing operations in each 
calendar year are procured from various sotrees and remote districts, very difficult 
of aceess, in which fishing is actively pursued throughout the fall season, and they 
cannot therefore be prepared for publication until a later period than those statements 
which relate to monetary and other official transactions occurring within the fiscal 
year, } . : 
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PRODUCE AND VALUE OF CANADIAN FISHERIES. 


The produce of the Fisheries in 1875 is somewhat less in quantity than it was in 
1874. This difference is observable more particularly in the yield of the fishery for 
salmon and lobsters. The subjoined table shows in detail the various kinds and 
quantities of fish caught in the several» Provinces and also their values. It is so 
arranged as to admit of an easy comparison of each detail with similar details in the 
published returns for the previons year, in order that the increase and decrease in 
the quantity and value of the different kinds of fish may be readily understood. This 
‘detailed comparison enables us to understand that while there is some difference in 
the aggregate quantity and value of the produce of the fisheries last year, it is 
reasonably accounted for asa mere fluctuation rather than an indication of failure, and 
that it is to a great extent compensated for by sectional advantages and a fair average 
of general success. 


The total value of fish products in 1875 was $10,347,886, exclusive of the fisheries 
of British Columbia, Manitoba and the North-West Territories. The exports of fish 
and oils from these countries between 30th June, 1874, and 30th June, 1875, are given 
in the Trade Returns as amounting in value to $134,723. It may be estimated that 
the value of fish entering into domestic use in these two Provinces is more than 
double that amount. 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT 


Of Production in each Branch of Fishing within the respective Provinces 
in 1874 and 1875. 


PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA. 


2,685,793 91 


| 1874. 1875. 
Kinds of Fish. - — ene ee lee 
Quantities. | Value Quantities. ea. Value. 
¢ 
S cts. | cts. 
MONEE RE AL. «oyssscas .sseesoe 540,046 cwt. | 2,295,195 50 | 484,342 cwt. | 3) He 453 50 
LS re 153,028 brls. | 612,112 00 | « 121,338 bris. "485,352 00 
PP BIROKO 6....s0se0nces 50,970 boxes. 12,742 00 | 45,700 boxes. 11,425 00 
SME Es Misco rasa oxsqnces segibn 122,258 brls. 1,222,580 00 91,235 brls. 912,350 00 
do __ipreserved ........ 80,460 cans. 12,069 00 | 21,400 cans. 3,210 00 
5 55 sini anahvenee | 3,356,874 Ibs. 231,412 44 3,845,278 lbs. 230,716 68 
OS SP es . 24,255 cwt. 84,892 50 | 38,771 cwt. | 135,698 50 
SEI Sve ssscuvexhsdecastans 42,952  “ 149,982 00 18,085 9 3" 58,397 50 
LS ES eae 572,110 lbs. 34,326 69 | 556,915 lbs. 33,414 90 
Salmon, pickled.......... 4 4,681 brls. 84,258 00 | Lae rie. 24,030 00 
do fresh in ice........ 543,532 lbs. 81,529 89 465,232 lbs. 69,784 80 
do smoked........... 26,900 ¢ 4,035 00 16,330 2,449 50 
do preserved .. 252,186 cans. | 63,046 50 124,600 cans. 31,150 00 
PET OS.opennessrserncvonsds 13,469 brls. | 47,141 50 13,237 brls. 46,329 50 
a ae 46,645 lbs. 2,798 70 56,630 lbs. 3,397 80 
ee aS a 240,750 « 14,445 00 | 365,300“ 21,918 00 
RMR 25 26s ons'yssedo os wee 7,593 bris. 60,744 00 7,976 brls. 63,808 00 
ae | 1,553 13,977 00 Lira 15,579 00 
BRE Fores but vnastences 11305 Ibs. | 81 00 2,750 lbs. 165, 00 
PES Scccensinsont ptmns pais | 1,342 brls. | 4,026 00 1,655 bris. 4,965 00 
SS ere Say oe 5,612,545 cans. | 1,403,136 25 4,524,122 cans. 1,131,039 50 
BB MMR acres vince costae | 1,260 tons. | 18, 900 00 817 tons. 12,255 00 
Fish used as manure.....: 1,392 brils. 696 00 1,353 brls. 676 50 
Cod Tongues and Sounds L325. 5 | 9,296 00 1,20b 8,407 00 
el a 290,582 gals. | 188,878 30 321,366" gals. 208,887 90 
| ga 6,652,301 59 5,K73,851 58 
PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 
CEES TS OE EERE eee es os | 98,855 cwt. 420,133 75 109,340 cwt. 464,695 00 
DURAN cca d-os uh ishcue crane | 100, 376 brls. 404, 504 00 126,495 brls. 505,980 00 
Ol SMOKE. .sesdcasvenss 401.350 boxes 100, 337 00 596,300 boxes 149,075 00 
SE ER | 4,243 brig. 42,430 00 6,1374 bris. 61,375 00 
do preserved......... 59, 000 cans 8,850 00 39,980 cans 5,997 00 
EINRINIS oi sys >snconenacsepensss 247 648 lbs. 14, 859 48 850,650 lbs. 51,039 00 
sc sk naashvehepaent’ 10, 539 cwt. | 36, 886 50 | 5,980 cwt. 20,930 00 
ks esisssecéndaansesess 28,925 « 101,237 50 29,817 104,359 50 
Haiiats........0..0.. 17/165 Ibs. | 17029 90 | 16,100 Ibs. 996 00 
Salmon, pickled ............ 1,387 bris. | 24/966 00 2,299 brs. 41,382 00 
do fresh, in ice...... 1 424, 722 lbs. 213, 858 30 1,021,789 lbs. 153,268 35 
do  smoked.. ‘110, 420 boxes 16,563 00 4] "550 boxes 6,232 50 
do preserved ... asen poses 1,402 "440 cans. 350, 610 00 333, 412 cans 83,353 00 
Bo cson ice nsnceoisei 42,361 brs. 48, 263 50 33,016 bris. 115,556 00 
Trout : 66,170 lbs. 3,970 20 60,490 lbs. 3,629 40 
CO 915, 600 * | 54,9: 36 00 1,086,280 ‘ 65,176 80 
Sa civ nosesanve osseous 4,749 brls. ; 37,992 00 6, ,4193 brls. 51,356 00 
Eels 1967 | 17,703 00 L241“ 11,169 00 
eee 4 38, 075 lbs. 26,284 38 124,036 lbs. 7,442 16 
i A 12.830 brls. 38,490 00 10,020 brs. 30,060 00 
Lobsters, preserved . 2,180,504 cans 545, 126 00 1,752,046 cans | 438,011 50 
ORR IING sn scpeaceciveseccens 2,482 tons 37, 230 09 180 tons 2,700 00 
Fish used as manure....... 2,400 brls. 1200 00 4,370 brls. 2,185 00 
Cod eae ¥ am ‘ee eg 667 * 4,669 00 1,014 ‘ 7,098 00 
Fish Oils... se 56,406 galls. | 36,663 90 68,643 galls. 44,617 95 


2,427,654 16 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT.— Continued.’ 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 


RT RIE (SORE ORGIES SS SSeS SS SS SIS TS PSSST SS SS SESE ST TS 


1874. : | 1875." 
Kinds of Fish. SES Pe C a ae Wieran la —_—_—_—_ —_—- 
Quantities. Value. Quantities. Value. 
| | 
| ° $ cts | | $ cts 
OGG? <rs<sskoctoeteers la) hel, BoSig ent 4a| 757,665 00 | 140,714 guint’ 703,570 00 
errno sil ee 43,405 brls. 217,025 00 50,059 ,, 250,295 00 
Oo Fosmoked «...t.cr.: ],889 boxes.. AUD D5 scccstcursenan*neswane es Ldedeousa unter detect : 
do fresh water....... . 20 bris. OOOO “morccress Saleh vettessksepetecsesetne 
MACK ere ies. ccs c.ccteeeie OH 72,780 00 "6,493 ‘pris. 64,930 00 
Haddock .. veuslases "241 quint’ls 1,205 00 126 quint’ls 630 00 
Yer Vege ads (so aaa BN a3 hh 215 00 S23 165 00 
i OE are ee et pa 302 brls. 1,872 00 201 pris. 1,206 00 
Salmon, pickled .........0.. 318 oe. 21,008 00 1,392, 22,272 00 
do fresh, in ice...... 531,992 lbs. 26,599 60 299,873 lbs. 14,993 65 
do preserved ......... 280, 402 cans. 70,100 50 105,206 cans. 26,301 50 
Dia POMEEOUTE 4... ..5ers-senees "430 brls. 10,750 00 250 bris. 6,250 00 
. Winnonish, trout...°....... 7,500 pieces. | 1,875 00 9,050 pieces. 2,262 50 
Touladi 110 ees onmee nl caeesemee le chests esac eseaall Une Lua fresh eeersan i‘. "150 bris. 1,200 00 
PReutorey i -s,chco ain 134 brls. | 1,072 00 250 2 2,072 00 
do speckled ............ 10,000 lbs. 1,000 00 | 11,000 Ibs. 1,100 00 
SLCC Rg era 559 bris. | 4,472 00 279 bris. 2,232 00 
Bar and whitefish.. ........ 136,320 pices. | 22,720 00 | 44,820 pieces. 7,470 00 
co a) ee a A a 66,873 ,, 6,687 30 | 134,992 ,, | 13,499 20 
Sear PG 0. cnesoustee Wedee sists | 902 bris. 4,510 00 1,037 bris. 5,185 09 
BUGIS Aivieins snisshevecctpowantiae es 374,187 pieces. 37,418 70 266, 619 pieces. 26,661 99 
ist i) Ue GUO MS erie an ae 60 bris. 600 00 900 bris. 2,000 00 
LRA v1 pei aly ec ey 186.205 1,860 00 304 | 3,040 00 
POMC OU eieces sheets desn cence: 20,000 bushels. 10,000 00 20,400 bushels. 10,200 90 
AUB teas a seceee cvavahron! seeabsceenesoueiccrogearsiaseual usdradine cnanesegyedine 2,563 ” 640 15 
MaskimOnge ccs tlaccstieies 500 pieces. 1,000 00 | ’ 850 pieces. 1,700 00 
Sr ana any yeaa 12,639, 45 75,834 00 24,369 + ,, 146,214 00 
PED OIRER Reale camereece usar s laced vin canog detuenteuabees i Unus ter ac suanale wean) 104)\;, 1, 696 00 
Lobsters, preserved ........ 254,908 cans. * 63,727 00 86,964 cans. 21, 741.00 
DRI KOd HU ocr.) sok a aeneseene 20,353 bris. 101,765 00 | 23,407 brls. 117, 035 00 
Fish used as manure ...... 14,569 _,, 3,642 25 23, Sel, 5, 970 25 
Cod tongues and sounds. 2095) 1,463 00 "398 2,786 00 
Cd RGR PO., ..ro ee cater cae Ly aie EP ata HE ae puch a/b 624 4,992 00 
aid OIA. «ove vehederee 97,709 galls. 48,854 50 | 113,469 galls. 56,734 50 
Seete) MOU gosces.cesaeaneateemte: 54,095 _,, | 27,047 50 98,709 ,, 49.354 50 
Wt le Oil oo.) aceen ener 16,620 _,, 13,296 00 22,781 18,224 80 
Porpoise Oil vices. -s00pe: | We ie | 13 60 2,667 2,133 60 
| | $1,608,660 20 | F $1,594,259 15 
trae > ei Sa ea MT Saclay 0 ey Ue ie ee rr 


PROVINCE OF ONTARIO. 


| ind Ms 
Wiltitehish | ).225ubeisalss 17,134 bris. 171,340 00 | 25,573 bris. 255,780 00 
UN TYORI fy aitsinecis semen 84,611 lbs. 4,230 OO | rvsesecevsvees sreersccnerocee |eseser seneesess seaebaaes 
do Lreshie ores of 569, dl th, pieces. 56,910 00 tae {kekageleclees cae bislesivence |i tr acenectiecnens seveeseas 
BUM Onin tees. teecis steele scerk | 13,951 bris. 139,510 00 8,965 bris. 89,650 00 
Herriggs)...:..1: eRe sas 7,959 | 39,795 00 9,400 | 56,400 00 
Becca: cece. 993 « eo) 23004 BD i 1,274 00 
Maskinongeé. cscsccccoes coves 413 <% 1,652 00 246 1,230 00 
Pass Ree CAA EES 1,576 « | 6,304 00 823 | 4,750 00 
Pie ee Se Fe ee, 8764 * 3,502 00 ag at | 3,740 00 
Dei are lated c. Hoh. 2 OBa (i ooh Han 8,216 00 3,821.) iS 19,405 00 
Apne Aisha tht oS fee ceuace. 3,226 § 12,904 00 4,230 9% 21,650 00 
fees Se { 
| $446,267 50 | $453,194 00 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT .— Continued. 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 


Kind of Fish. 


Quantities. 


NTE aicin cened ov eanvde : 
Mackerel ........... eae! 


it, a 1,280 brls. 
27,317 
Salmon, pickled............. 103 ‘* 

O preserved.......... | 4,978 cans. 
Sea fish, frosh......2+ sacs 181 tons 
do other kinds........ ae 
Oysters... ey aie 146 brls. 
Lobsters, preserved. itieheg | 1.443 cases. 
Fish’ O18 oo... sseressesesevess 2,805 galls. 


7,4132 cwt. 


1874. 


pe 


$288,863 00 | | 


| 1845. 


Value. | Quantities. | Value. 

SE ole Met Lye aC FE OS EPS, 
¢ ota | Sots: 
29,018 00 14,359 cwt. 39,159 03. 
4,966 00 2,366 brls. 8,375 64 

221,761 00 19,789). 197, 890 00 
RLS’ GOT [assess SEctenatvcedett seeccasaallinavens nvetis orth rae ° 
9,389 00 11,308 cans 3,448 93 
7,157 00 2,200 lbs. 110 00 
4,300 00 200 tons 10,748 00 
256 00 41 brls. 82 00 
10,592 00 151,248 cans. 47,876 00 
1,310 00 | 517 galls. 237 80 


$298,927 40 
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CONDITION OF CANADIAN FISHERIES. 


Although there is an exceptional difference between the yield of our fisheries 
last year and the year before, their condition is altogether satisfactory. The fishing 
populations, as a whole, have enjoyed a reasonable degree of prosperity. We may 
safely anticipate a yearly increasing yield from the fisheries now that the river and 
estuary nurseries have been permanently improved. It will, however, be necessary to 
guard with renewed vigilance against excessive and improper modes of fishing which 
the competition of foreign fishermen along our shores is very likely to occasion. 
Already serious complaints have been received from the Bay of Fundy and elsewhere, 
respecting the manner of conducting the herring and other fisheries by United States 
citizens admitted to Canadian waters under the Treaty of Washington. Unless proper 
measures shall be adopted to restrain all parties from injurious methods of fishing 
‘the Canadian fishermen may resort tosimilarly objectionable practices in self-defence. 


CANADIAN FISH TRADE. 


The Trade Returns published by the Customs Department show that the fish 
exported through the Customs in the fiscal year to 30th June, 1875, exceeded in value 
the exports of the preceding year by $88,159. In 1874 the exports amounted to 
$5,292,368, and the imports to $925,692. In 1875 the exports were valued at $5,380,- 
527, and the imports to $830,129. The increase of exports during the six months 
following to 31st December, 1875, is in greater proportion, the whole amounting to 
$3,502,749; and the imports to $361,913. The statement at foot shows the values and 
quantities of fish exported and imported in that half year. I am indebted for it to 
the courtesy of the Customs Department. 


Considering the almost universal stagnation of business interests which prevailed 
last year, and the consequent falling off in nearly all the leading articles of export, 
it is highly gratifying to find the fish trade in this prosperous condition. 
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STATEMENT of the Value and Quantities of Fish exported from and imported 
into the Dominion of Canada during the six months ending the 31st 


December, 1875. 


Exports. Imports, free, from United States. 


Articles. | Countries. SS | 
| ; Quantity.; Value. | Quantity.| Value. Duty. 
| ri 
SUA ANN EARL RENNER ET RT LIS ek MEO PAM as is nook ee oe 
| 
Codfish, including Cwt. $ Cwt. $ ae Sct: 
Haddock, Ling and 
Pollock, fresh. ......;Great Britain............ 10,496 GODT Mosssescetsee inate Sentetene eee HR ia able 
United States... ss 37,302 131,729 10,663 45, 840,40) eee 
Newfoundland. ........ 7,160 33,200 1,643 By, 200° (exensacaeeaeere 
British West Indies...| 103,732 | AOD ASD il aie Pe ds cuolined |s9e4e$ cap ent sa eeeeiemets ne: ame 
\Spanish West Indies.. 67,548 DSA AAD Moviscbetsioescceelenentnacassae saaaie  sdvepedeateeaee 
\French West Indies... 38,348 PGB VEBO stots ese. coed s¥eeseushoes svaree ben nameeeseD 
Danish West Indies... 2,986 LG ZUG rts ceagicbageebieswy coaban conse tif nied daaiaeeeee 
British Guiana.......... 22,057 LTO ALON ross coeadersee!| secre cases ee\enie ssi} oes ata reeee 
HAW Ul siccrsecedsectueeaecrane | .9, 280 | AGH OO Uiestasmay sven 0Ushicwssns dude voass\tyepey ese amen 
Materia (tonnes: 2,949 VTA Oe eS en ae Be | Pees te 
EE OFT GAN wmrachisete sc 10,701] AL DAS levenss he spate leerabescrinnsssccte) auaeeeeteteats 
ENG ee aoa cura ees SUI 139827 (Patten ease peuscrtuee cess [icles 
South America ......... 47,639 - AE 63S DNR a ete SSBB MOT PORCRO REL Nac Re eee 
Portuguese _Posses- 
sions, Pacific Ocean 124 GORA dans Po enannlh yee ua nea sehetogect| were rts name eat 
New Lexan snes, ese, 1,500 Tj TeavatspNaesanse| enecce reek ea'es coed [oemetntemeenga” 
| 392,933 | 1,787,863 | 12,306 ! 51,095 
Codfish, including: | 
Haddock, Ling and Cwt. Cwt 
Pollock, wet salted Great Britain..... ...... 140 | GOB he Se outs «see's til aca nabatdteeedatbcaeaey haan ee 
United States’. :5..4..: Pe ac aia 24,367 | 228 DAS Wise cok atecganes 
Newfoundland .......... SR Tae eg WM | ote iran Porson sees 5 | HA wo dentgas sal dlodaee ten eae A 
British West Indies...| 1,857 GATLIG cee caseemen et suet otent eee” vaste leece tetas eae 
Spanish West. Indies..| 6,691 OOS deh ne. | BO ae 0 ee a 
| French West Indies... 1,267 A AGO Wlaixtc she vieugcee Varegetvecene pentad speensinaeascnes 
| 9,955 | 45,618 228 | 649-:f uee eee 
Codfish, Haddock, Brls. | 
een  PICkled \... sees Great Britain. ose sae. 176 TLL Penske ne tissue anes) ce ene cs waellsaielelllaitatee eet 
United States... 2-03 2 Bi) dates stp atitbauiedl fac ewuner ao namaeey 1, Sense wemeuees 
British West Indies... 11 A be A ae [oases wthaecge se gust a keeeeee Maan es 
: 189 | 173 | po viventlsd vdspeid (Adonnderee ae Ale eae 
eal aL ak gE ca oA Se ae 
Codfish, Haddock, Lbs. | Lbs. 
MC PALE RD. ss scccgcoes United States... | 3,370 756 | 1,052,563 | SOA Va asods 
Codfish, Haddock, Lbs. | 
awec., preserved...... Great Britain ici....... 4,560 C136 eves cagepaeete) Maveeeatee ameeneees \ gneve owe 
British West Indies... - 150 DS: vegnou actus testa seseme meee encenss | apa. yusne 
| mee © ae A ey ree | Ce ee 
4,735 | TAL |oseses vevessse oe ssssonscneneens | eee om 
Codfish, Haddock, Lbs. Lbs. 
MC RIMOKEOG. <5 s. 506. Great Beta soe ern "aD Silver ae ievwene RRS, de een getce dest ode CRT 
United States........00.. 200 | 37 | 501,224 | 99, 98.2. avs eciee 
Newfoundland tise atcsesetses coset Aes pauaceaeneal ene eae Py bigs «0 udalew ses Gihady ie eae 
British West Indies... 600 DS doxseesgun arete AaB rises | eee 
{French West Indies... 1,300 ! ZB] PeReas eceecnsiPal si ta%-cicos'sareabpoeh idee meas team 
Danish West Indies... 600 | LOO reste sdticnes Pend in canes frets cl ean ae 
| | 2,735 561 | 501,224 | 29,932. 91) node taeeenee 
ei | an eee co a eee 
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STATEMENT of the Value and Quantities of ‘Fish exported from and 
imported into the Dominion of Canada, &c.—Continued. 


, 
| Exports. | Imports, free, from United States. 
Articles. | Countries. oa a - — 
Quantit | Value. Quantit | Value. Duty. 
Ma J y 
SAAR DRLMRVEIE | nie Gace AA A ly 2 age me | 

————— > a oreencenmee! ——— oe eww | ee 
| | | | 

Mackerel, fresh ....s...] United States..... ....00|...00+sscccones |rcreseseseeeceeees 2,380 | Sd epee 

—|— eee OOF tae pi ade 5 a 
: Brls. | Brls. 

Mackerel, pickled....|Great Britain ........... 213 1,318 |..ccercssccsees| coosssees covsecece leneser soeevenee 
United States......... 52,403 | 406,638 |... sseorseee 653 5,223 
Newfoundland.......... ‘ 4, AU Traders: hextuess | .evsseree ceeeeeees | Re A BE 
British West Indies.. 3,314 TOTO be cooks Sutncson basse areaeas pa san hasvasvdeaneens 
Spanish West Indies... 2,094 IS ls ceccaann caren | wont « cided «veal caus 
French West Indies.. 1,082 6,141 nannies Rerchutaane tee tashnlieeran 
{Danish West Indies.. 456 | AMBION sive he LT en Paap eee 
\British Pea rete 939 ON CIN tcucunabesunes (iaseoeadscen sees ee te 
Hayti.. Settee | ) CEs V2 0BS .. aupepiss icc- | Met Seeman eae 
St. “Piatret Dee 63 452 |. 

New Zealand.......... ‘ 10 SU aaveose rede’ Ia, ee Dy nuealenseepaa 
| 62,442 1 475,280 | 653 ne Oh Rape aad 
| vine geen ee 
Lbs. | | | 
Mackerel, canned ....|United States............ 20,160 POL 2g Re een Pi rs UE? erates |ossessesseeeees 
| : | 
Lbs. | | 
Halibut, fresh........... United States.........+.. | Pigsda FesmeRees Hey Masons Ne Pee arate Rue) t's ee | eee ae 
| ———_—-——— — |. | 
| | | | 
q | | 3rls | Brls, | 
Halibut, pickled......./United States... 147 811 6 | We lchw Mieresnagss 
Lbs. | Lbs. | 

Herring, fresh ......... {United States .......:... 966,000 12,867 | 5,630 110 inten occhachbs 

te Plarre.ns.jaycean 4,000 OE Tas uadevcan: ORR PE pene meee a 
| = : ee LS. ee mY . od 
| 970,000 12,933 5,630 | Te 
— | —E ES eS 

| | 

Bris. | | Brls 

erring, pickled.......\Great Britain ........... 36 Se Wty cea acnas Vacs un sk'uv¢chaewltep} osy wcliwaeeebat 
United States............ 30,705 | 122,667 2,599 10, SAB bi cisccserere 
;Newfoundiand......... 53 | 209 110 SRY cass vecn vevung 
British West Indies.. 14,669 | TE OT. Vass ties Di aceRakesdcace coupenmen Nc nsesacalesiunh 
Spanish West Indies. + 5,458 : 20,008 | EET Se ere Seaueuhouineasunea 140 40s4yehSenae 
French West Indies...' 713 Pe eae et onedst Adon naaepant tenes tiarsetnaperea 
Danish West Indies...! 1,792 EET Vis salen cane Vaticvnrae <asduwees Pie Pre Lael 
Bt, Plone. <icccanacients Pen ee bal eae 88 S52 |. seccssntene 
British Guiana.......... 3,168 | Dials Siseeicdabasetea xcsncary | seeseeeeeneenes 
PES RES 9 | "32 | te ae Be Berrie S 
New Zealand ... ........ 165 | ISMN shes ka cabs cl Unccsaany xanvaeans | din lean igen 


1 eee Pa 
| 56,791 | 237,061 | 2,797 | 11,117 | xn cheeks asbude 
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SraTeMeNnT of the Value and Quantities of Fish exported from and 
imported into the Dominion of Canada, &c.—Continued. 


| Exports. Imports, free, from United States. 
Articles. | Countries. _— OS 
| | 
Quantity.! Value. Quantity. Value. | Duty. 
ecoregions aa AO i) in ES 
| | | 
| 
| Lbs. | $ | Lbs | Poe UCeS 
| 
Herring, smoked ...... Great Britain... fei}, Ode ROU. TS O95 ee crests waves | Fe teete ct eanes Ae ae ene Se 
United States............ - 839,614 23,125 407,544 | TB, G61, Gasset ciate: 
We w fQud Lach. .cecc| id ccpecengrhettl si cue Vokes dnohes |niepea sBagiseoe oe | dew emai nemen Geen tei tame mae 
British West Indies... 53,800 BOOS aise Peer ces. Mee ee | SAE Mageane 
Spanish West Indies...| 3,721 Li Suahtne Bete ee enes | an 
Danish West Indies...., 42,266 1 2OB iene ee aes | sesseeseeeeee cons loose af yeaeeeaee 
British Guiana.......... | 3) 333 ROG ics a REREEOIN cana epnssaccenes thagecee eee 
PAV Uri stenstes tmeerntess 65,666 | PE OOPU SEE, Bl ORG ca cnk se soconsmey samedi eames 
MAGCTIA ‘ssccsitedily dy aisivoce 2,333 | i. feeOna Sameweds | dasae tnpaed vteny tates eer utente 
SL PRerre.. ahem, verses 966 | TOMA Rose Bsr ek aederee (Cae hae 
1,683,679 1 41,367 | 407,544 | 13,661 Rowe 
| aie a eR D7 4 a aa + 
| Lbs. 
RGA eh. OCH BI LYEGI.| oe weteve sane s¥rctmemanrcueseden | ur gsetaeaaeen pumas | 238,866 T 202) eta aaaeet 
i 
Sea Fish, other,| fea bal | 
icClted es ee. Great Britain... | 672 ORE eee Ob BN a a Lae 
United States ......... | 266 651 125 BOQ “Lassiter 
Newrounetand .....2s5. sscceatansans | osaenewnerdedeteines hesseapeacetians dtdeec coud cscimer chi eadcese Reem 
British West Indies... 910 | Dull O wilecesinecnatvaetos \waleshcze veeteensell aaeneeeanme: tte 
iDanish West Indies... 295 | PeTAT Oe ae remiswnins s¢eeeueaee ea earmeushiecdn 
British Guiana ........ 93 | WAS Acne’ ree veceeral| Beast Mase wunseces | eae edmeenee 
EDR eee e rer dsdayisoantanat 1,407 | COTiLE EAL eae Sy Poo (We RARE agen : ses dnbeea comes 
Wepre 2a bi Pad ad a a 
3,648 19,229 | 125 500 | ste 
| eel | 
Sea Fish, preserved .. British West Indies...|............... LO Raerabpeseteten Ay eRe ier A | eassaasecesens 
Thal yeeesalcast on tbe sckeacidenactenr es BE. dcascesengts one, Tosciepties Coveeeeed| aetna mean 
United States Ee ey COPY NS pic eo ee sessiemabe rented 1790." WR Pei POPPE vin bo Ee 
eerie | 1361 1,899 O18 ss eaves eee 
| | 
Brls | 
Oysters, fregh:......... Great Britiin...,..:..5... | 17 Tid [ssdecabiteesees | Wate vedaae ae Sagal sasoeuiehsnbeeite 
jUnited States... «....... 37 134 5,758 48 203 | 4 del tend sneee 
!Newfoundland.......... | iy Bea BL Git CAKE geet (Pevenys veces shesvas | vases’ aeceeeeee 
rE ECan ee ne 10), DO pe tana PEM: wovstio ods ciooness'| seeeradam ummm 
! 195 | 548 5,758 | SEO 4Y Nel ek eee 
| ——_—____ 
—<——$ 
Oysters, in Gans....... lUnited States...... Wot Daman are baecamee? 08 | 770,093 | 81, 082°) 5 cc teceteearee 
~ —_—_—_—__- _—_—— OS - - 
| | | 
| Loe BEls 


worse “es eerere 


Lobsters, fresh ....... baie PC ata tain laced as tanmisiaatsiead aay de teak weet 525 2,700 


Yt ~~ 2-4 
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STATEMENT of the Value and Quantities of Fish exported from and 
imported into the Dominion of Canada, &c ——Continued. 


a | 


— — = ———s — 
| 
ee 
| Exports. | Imports, free, from United States. 
Articles. | Countries. i is aren onan | aoe — 
| ! 
| ey seemed — Value. | Seed Value. | Duty. 
| 


| | 
| | Lbs. | $ | | $ $ cts 
| 
Lobsters, preserved. Great Britain............ | 3,450,256 | ABB SUT CU CEES ona habasetos UY een ay oe 
United States. ......... | 674,867 89,403 96,972 6,869 
Newfoundland seasenens 12,470 Fr GM Ree CM Up nem, eg pe eS S 
British West Indies... 16,974 Pek be kavslwek wap Wes titana> op sen aetteomaly Igy dec ack seats 
‘French West Indies .. 196 he A oe ee bdesatvderaaeteiet eT Ls 
re Hag ot og RA Generar es 48 8 52,515 | i aa ee a ae 
; | ret Soa IIS SEG AE 17 SMM kl 
. 4,154,811 | 521,343 | 149,487 | PUAN 1 aerdaey 
| re I. ore eee | CC COR OCOE COCHHOOCSS | genes ece 85808 
| | 
i: Brig, | | 
EE BRU) ch chica) asa eos TO TETLE SOLD Ragen tint Gan ite sieeve: Ron sisi hkatmanna bet | 1,702 | BOSS Fey toc an 
USL. PACILE.. dewdsdars venous a Biel eA COTM Fla ons semadnaphe feces a bagredana 
fee ee 
| | Lbs | : | : 
Salmon, fresh........... i\United States......... 247,415 28,182 | 400 | Di ea al eee 
iDanish West Indies... boll WORST eee A Moor | ua ee? 
LN ore ne eek )81 18 |, dened: teteipl chaxieleha eet aaa 
NMa P08. .6) bebe higeter on 271 STE PAevaoe ee! | 1 AA eas aoe ae 
Dbehe LGT LE.» Wendsy coarse | 5,948 LUE esac They CEE tere pewererr 
| | 255,326 28,971 | 400 20 Ain ieee. 
| —— >), |! _ _ 
| i 
Le 
Salmon, smoked ...... ‘Great. Britain... ; 400 BB sa ten tL diy cee veeles ack nnnee 
United States ........... : 9,784 1,164 | 394 CTE Speer ae 
PBS scccts Ae re OE | a BAWAER 
| tSer ae, tee) 1,209 | 394 Nap, lea Are PERRY 
| ali es Me e-em 8a 8 23 
i | | : | 
; | Lbs. | $ Lbs. | 
| | 
| i 
Salmon, canned ..... \Great Britain .........+. | 388.503 | BO QOS ioc aacvenet A eoniac ae <gtie Seneca a caiaes 
jUnited States .........4 | 195,861 | 24,616 |} 23,605 DROS deucasanins 
Newfoundlan | ......... | 302 Ee re bs eC ECCS, « ven nae MAeMee, 1s CORE 
British West Indies...; 648 BA oa cease ae shed ease sd eee RR 8 
French West !ndies...| 109 CE enies 9 Sa boak Tvuse ihe onct MOURNE chides one 
South America ......... { 14,880 | TGS: fvcvesasteeebeake bay net.s acess seepe@Rhe one ureaeaate 
(A USLTALID eo Fadidaens ‘ 120,608 14, B28) bausees'teness | Seance wus» ¢7 Reais coves anes 
| | 720,992 91,419 | 23,605 | ye. |) See 
lps Ch) ara 
Bris.  Brés. 
: | 
Salmon, pickled .....- Great Britain .......... 310 950 [ cereeseestsses|ssensanes coseece| sesuecane enens 
United States ........... 1,264 17,403 | 83 CLE Macusas speatents 
British West Indies... 365 | GG aiva vackasees be racpuhns sesenal Posaepanes karen 
French West Indies...|...........0.+ hanchisitese sh seal bist Andee shuns [ovr i, cc dusiaehie 
[Danish West Indies... 18 | Fook hoe eS at (eee nth cekie wien 
British Guiana ......... 65 | TET TAO i inb dt heccbudesavibsntbe Be eee, 
TERS EL ssnconnwensserssvanes | 19 | Te] (aE Peer ginee artsy) Sate Ope bey Cis Iemey we 
| a | a. | Re ty, sna tS 
| | 2,042 | 25,983 83 | Bilt coe, 
chanes aS Le ee, SURES 7 HEA 
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STATEMENT of the Value and Quantities of Fish exported from and 
| imported into the Dominion of Canada, &c,—Continued. 


GU EAGLE: cco AURA oi us Lap oe 4 Boos ee eee 


| Exports. Imports, free, from United States. 
Articles. | Countries. —_——_—_—— —— ete cones Oe es 
| Quantity.| Value. Quantity. Value. Duty. 
Bcc. ie Mena ——_— | ——__ —__|__ — rae ae 
| 
| $ | $ | $ cts. 
Fish, all other, fresh.|United States ........... (ie ree Sassen ones 40/664) so cassassucoees BUS0 Nien. seyeowen: 
Newfoundland ......... \ edecaptooeeess | BDO ener wescccce phase cea eabect Tescuesionavecece 
sasses toessnene ROSS Oc cease’ 8, OBO stay vedverces 
| | ee eh et ees oe 
| | 
BYISe) 3 Brls 
do pickled) Great Britalw (a ose: 494 SNUUSA) Se oistenseuiil oo GicoreseseR in eee caus 
| United States .. ....... 2,959 13,491 40 ew Pe 
British West Indies... 2 | | Oates else sons! scoccasadccacenten|ioiccoee Cemenen 
French West Indies... 23 ML bie rexy pot ccecelass at eet eee | PUPS Ab: 
HEANCO:. aol ci, deere ues "snsbel Reedenat Mie eeeee eRe eaee 1 id BeBe es soot aie 
Avietralia, cia seveeeee| 64 BOON oa mcttetises| veee scene ey aeen [rsseresse sense 
Beni oh 16,685 41 368 | Leone 
“Th 
! Galls | Galls. ; 
Fish Oil, ec pee Brita yn ts eugecy 4,250 2; GEA We ocetvscesas by el er 
United States .........., ) 7,028 3,514 6,783 | 3812 Migs oe 
British West Indies...| 490 DAO NW Redescetuers Mirena sige see Ase Pasa seletanae 
Newfoundland ......... 447 175 wnboese*favdbae esses socandhataaua eachenees 
1 Ea § Veena ale RCs reas | 140 | KO | sectensesentote| "sche sce cusesn et ak ee 
cecmmemrmecemcee | cee es f —_—_—_—- 
12,355 6,653 6,783 3. SPO. trae 
Galls. | Galls. 
do Cod.tes.a. (Great Britain «a... 74,884 | 39,326 |/eaes.c-osteecs |seasetaniel ol : 
United States ........... 61,528 29,075 | 14,611 | 6,443.) conenee 
British West Indies... 25 | LO HM soscosasheteneat ages’ caeteneen | ceseesoecscees 
Newfoundland ......... 19,827 11,838 342 299 
156,264 | 80,259 | 14,953 ieee fee ee 5 
| lars ak OEE ea Rew i aa 
Galls. Galls. 
7 | | 
do Cem ies), ae Britain ie. ea. 20,670 12, CBO Ae sae. beovae ra renege arene = eae 
United States ........... 9;399 5,470 65,475 PVE Thi ep aee A 3e 
Newfoundland ......... | 5,491 2; 600 vleasoss euontdeet| Made catieedvesth tee eee 
Spanish West Indies. 3,000 by DUO) stweaa des oat [/e¥sdetcgens Masons |uadogertpestots 
PARIS PLALIA. su ossccvcsne: 934. BAe lena s Sosceaee | ewer deenns acbem gh agent geeaaeme 
* MPS Satine 2) aaa so aaace rE BF | 
t 39,490 22,849 | 65,475 | 27,475. | oe ee 
urs or Skins of ma- | | 
rine animals......... Great Britain ........... Lote teseitce ise AD USS carseters Pivaveaee te | = <p.ciabeameenee 


COCO S COCO ARs ECL C. seen ee ae 


SECOCO COSCO EON 6e Lkeesidvens ims e 6 


COMOOR COSCON CO CCe: Leet cen aes VECebe 


united. Stateswis che bese, REO EAC Hees | 
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STATEMENT of the; Value and Quantities of Fish exported from and 
imported into the Dominion of Canada, &c.—Continued. 


| Exports. | Imports, free, from United States. 
Articles. | Countries. —_— ee 
| Quantity.| Value. Quantity. Value. | Duty. 
| | 
ther ar‘icles ........ {Great Britain ...........|ocsessee seers Ue or ee eRe et coubaenhd AUR CAIDAS De es 20 
UIC PGA TO co ncs'css cel cacese tecusecns Db LOL, Ncscssp vracwisbe | ocneccinn ates caus'| ovsnnecns vesen ° 
British: We. LMGied, sieve | sass.snespr0b47 OO Eecsssacahe sasea fads «on camtstiasvay febuveiteesseante 
ROG M TE VV 7 SEUNG eek ce frases beennesys DE Mirena comadaces| ken dovtameneried | <cceaparenecuae 
South America ........ sakes, Pana OE ad aac ce OS Rene c. - EeeS F 
BORA Catan tyas feet je saad feesaen teppabers DPE) Vvonses vnadodhes [oes sessaettanpses lipednt cave tekane 
OULU AEs iapansaesscisss) bencesses ceases EE | iaddaveadivecteahecsete pememuar ead lati aety cavyeet 
PONTE 2 See AER tak BG: hidesmenvnacesss | dae toce Ve pencisben ae vaksne cane tom 
oe PROLOG Vides i ger gure seas PRS Ree Li eh sth eke uses Ls aaced edesemiead GUN abbas hegeeara cs 
IMPORTED! FROM | THE ——_——— SH 
UNITED sTATES AND) ad OS easton VERSO Ts.. ccc Hetil cunbs rouehRidvol ve louaveaetaeeee 
PAYING DUTY. | a ie SS 
7 Me | | 
PARLE. DEOGOE VEU 11 OLN! ashi cap pole sep cndg asco gsase[>spaphpnebos sad | dict basslesea hy Saeihiddtday bee tay ee 3,640 | 637 00 
ee ae 
Fish caught in the ; | | 
inland lakes ....... sikaawapee’ per arnteeds beanie fod vee> dgeies evs | aadins peinsen santas 13,761 1,051 | 137 70 
. Siok ste il TY Rae | 
Fish paying duty :— | Lbs. 
Salted or smoked.../GreatiBritain.......... | sscoosscsseeee. AS hp (oe 10,224 1,022 102 24 
EWR Sip laespevesvndsva! sens arwdavaed |oapiaekcunaadavers 210 24 2 lo 


10,434 1,046 | 104 34 


Oysters in cans.....|Great Britain.........06 | Bok wade 0 Uh santos ve astute 38 18 | 3 20 


| 
Lobsters, preserved ORO CINIRLIES Seacl savin sucasdy vi bengavah vests segeteskites 528 72 12 65 
a racitesteicsed Ra meee ae ewe 
Preserved in oil....|GreatiBritain.......sc0e soe Pridehsench [Senden ahseyaiNeaat | FRAG EE AEs ect 3,299 577 30 
PPO sata oad cotinine sa acacuucdaaninss thee vii sksdat 040404 Rernnetecaee ieee 614 107 40 


EE NTA pa OMY SODAS. R24 cha 
ROR ed we be ee LaDy 3,913 | 684 70 
Whtalecscc ssscelcce alan J SMG TAG, Pencsecty sit 361,913 | 1,579 59 
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EXPENDITURE AND RECEIPTS. 


The foliowing statements exhibit the respective amounts expended and collected 
during the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1875, and the current expenses and collec- 
tions from Ist July to 31st December, 1875. The expenditure for the period first 
above named is sub-divided for the several Provinces and services, as follows :— 


ONTARIO. 
Fishery Overseers’ salaries and disbursements........ $8,383 61 
PSTD reCU ING fyissiess, oases soeree sears PiGape suas meee cums . 5,635 74 
———_—_——— 14,019 35 
QUEBEC. 
Fishery Overseers’ salaries and disbursements....... 9,808 34 
UMS COTOCU LINO ars serve teeeds sol scones tees cess seat anes: 8,525 46 
Fisheries: protection Vessels. 0 acis.. 0c chs ssseedeeessesua se 10,000 00 
~o 28,333 80 
NOVA SCOTIA. 
Fishery Overseers’ salaries and disbursements....... 12,265 86 
Hish-reedin geet ..c.caeced eons ee tea maanwcay colder 00 200 
—_ - 12,365 86 
| NEW BRUNSWICK. 
Fishery Overseers’ and Inspector of Fisheries’ 
salaries and disbursements............csscecsseoeeeecs . 10,046 88 
UUTSLTES CCAVE ENV AT ADEM Sch hee La A Mer ita.) el pouhe ee REM . 3,743 %3 
—_—-—— 13,790 61. 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 
Winter, Dailifis Balai. ye. ccito.s. sts besasese cwsnalecess — 459 54 
—— 459 54 
MANITOBA. 
Salary and disbursements of Fishery Overseer...... 288 65 
-— 288 65: 
otal ex pendivuree teers tite eects eee $69,257 81 


And for the subsequent half-year, as below :— 


Ontario, Fishery Overseers’ salaries and disbursements... $6,883 14 


Quebes, do do Peo, wae 
Nova Scotia, do do OO LO oo 
New Brunswick, do do ... 5,676 50 
Fisheries protection steamer Glendon ............cccsecssassees 14,200 00 
ABT Dr eC Paiccvie assess cb ass okey sundoeae cons eceeu semen mmeuns 27,365 52 


Po bndG iieys Lolae: AY SUR OR Te Silage $70,657. 88 
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The Collections during the fiscal year are arranged under the following heads :— 


ONTARIO. 


Rents, license fees, fines and confiscationS.............s0006 $4,478 05 


QUEBEC. 


Rents, license fees, fines and forfeitures............... thekcay Cees Sp 
NOVA SOOTIA. 
Taxes on nets, fines and forfeitures.........ccscsrsesoccreesers 351 00 


NEW BRUNSWICK. 


Rents, taxes on nets, fines and forfeitures.................. +) oy CRU OU 
POUCH] OUaWesttiee desde ctevecdecvlevetercsvedsrevtases $14,764 20 
- And those for the next six months are as follows :— 

Ontario, rents and fees, fines and confiscations............ $3,093 43 
Quebec, do eae MR cbse Santee 4,107 34 

Nova Scotia, do EOINAE IB) A" asa rach 467 85 

New Brunswick, — (o Coy Oe OLN MRR ne 1,262 76 
Total...... bie SAM alae dhioes e ee RN coer PORE tok te 


These dues being payable invariably in advance, there is very little trouble 
attending their collections, and no arrears accrue. The whole amount collected in 
the last fiscal year exceeds the sum received for the previous year; but the total 
collections for the six months to the end of December last are somewhat less. This 
decrease is owing to the reduced rate of license fees charged for salmon-fishing stations, 
because of the partial failure and depressed condition of that industry. About sixty 
per cent. was taken off; otherwise the collections for eighteen months past would 
considerably exceed those for the corresponding term reckoned in last year’s report. 


LICENSES ISSUED. 
There were 497 Fishery Licenses issued in Ontario; 591 in Quebec, and 38 in 


New Brunswick, making together 1,126, 


STAFF OF FISHERY OFFICERS. 
In 1874 the Staff of Fishery Officers consisted of the following :— 
Onrario—Fishery Overseers (ex officio Magistrates) and Fishery 
Giidrdians.|../6s0..Jis00 PPaCeER UY ue cAlstUU Ai datw aoe Ee Vad toed olde due 72 
QueBEo—Fishery Overseers (ea officio Magistrates) and Fishery 
Guardians............ eae Fk Fiesty EAE alae sci Sok; Saapeper tee 66 


Commander and crew of Fisheries Protection Steamer Glendon....... 34 
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Nova ScotrA—Inspector, Fishery Overseers (ex officio Magistrates) 


and, Fishery: Wiarderise cual tele sped snide oui peace aumietee MeptyeMipees action 12 pap 217 
New Baonswick — Inspector, Fishery Overseers (cx officio 

Magistrates) and Fishery” Wardens.....+....cispdeeeesserssesess ee 90 
Prince Epwarp Istanp—Fishery Overseers and Water Bailiffs.... 18 
Maniropa—Fishery Overseer........ Sait dle'po broalute-& atv gel Ocaitoate a men em ey ot eres 1 


Additions to the Staff were made in 1875 as follows :— 


COT GATOS ayo vo vie bade oatake ds saab bere ee URe saeco mee CRE Oe tna etn teem 8 
Qrebec.: onesie sh eevee dad case reader eke Eid, Wee tlad salad aie ake ae 19 
INOVA SEMU Ais sane wees eeltamats eet Ue Eley ETO ana ee 17 
New . Brmnswichieie crear rece sien Caan an ce date Dae Rene ane 10 
iBrince Palmar Malan sseure, cout cdaa eee tenas peesae «soe we dates Guam emaamettrane 8 


Making altogether 526 Fishery Officers now employed in the outside service. 


This regular staff receives occasional aid from lock-masters on the Government 
canals, light-house keepers and Dominion policemen, which arrangement saves 
employing in certain places other Fishery Officers at separate salaries. 


Karly last spring a change was made in the joint inspectorship for Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick, and an Inspector for each of these two Provinces is now pro- 
vided. The new arrangement ensures undivided attention to the fishery interests of 
both Provinces and further improves these valuable possesions. In several of the 
counties improvements have been made affecting the location, force and efficiency of 
Fishery Officers. | 


REPORTS OF FISHERY OFFICERS. 


Detailed reports of the various Fishery Officers engaged in the service are 
printed in the Appendices. They embrace particulars of the year’s business in each 
fishery district; and also give details respecting the quantity and value of fish caught 
in sub-divisions of the respective fishery districts, together with much interesting 
matter relative to the condition of every fishing, the state of the rivers, the 
ebservance of fishery laws, and proceedings taken for violation of the same. 


It was found necessary to make special enquiries into the manner of fishing 
pursued in Georgian Bay and some other parts of Lake Huron. Frequent complaints 
had been made of illegal fishing in that region ; and as there is no General Inspector, 
the Department requested Mr. Kerr, of Hamilton, to go there and examine into the 
aubject. Mr. Kerr did so, with diligence and discretion, and discovered many abusive 
practices. The offending parties were many of them tried and convicted, and it is 
hoped the examples made will produce a good effect, rendering unnecessary any 
further special action in that section. 
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SALMON ANGLING. 


The total sum accruing as rents under leases of angling privileges is $4,685. 

The salmon caught by anglers with artificial flies numbered 2,780. It is 
impossible to state the whole expenditure in rents, outfit, expenses, &c., which they 
incurred; but it is probable that the outlay of private persons on the thirty-four 
rivers fished by these angling parties was about $37,200. 


SEAL FISHERY. 


Reference was made in last year’s report to the subject of regulations affecting 
the seal fishery which the British Board of Trade had proposed for adoption by Her 
Majesty’s Government. An Imperial Order in Council was adopted on the 5th of 
February last, applying the Seal Fishery Act of 1875 to certain limits mentioned in 
the schedule. This area is included between the parallels of 67° and 75° of north 
latitude, and between the meridians of 5° east and 17° west longitude, reckoned from 
the Greenwich meridian. It comprises the eastern coast of Greenland and Jan Mayen 
Island. The purport of this proclamation is to fix the third day of April as the open 
season for capturing seals. Such prohibition is made contingent on the enactment by 
foreign States of a similar close-time. It will probably be on this pattern that any 
restrictions on the pursuit in British North American waters will be in future 


applied, should it be found necessary to enact any protective rules. 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 


A proclamation was issued in October last by the Governor General, under the 
Act 37 Vic., chap. 28; applying the Fisheries Act to Prince Edward Island; pursuant 
to which special Fishery Regulations were adopted by Order in Council, establishing 
close-seasons for salmon and trout, and setting apart certain rivers for the natural and 
artificial propagation of fish. There being already in force certain provincial statutes 
affecting the oyster and alewives fisheries, which it is undersirable to change at 
present, the same are continued in force until they shall be superseded by further 
regulations. It is proposed to organize a staff of local Fishery Overseers and War- 
dens to enforce the observance of these laws and regulations. ‘Che appointments 
already made were intended to provide for the most pressing wants in certain 
localities. It is probable that an Overseer, having magisterial powers, for each of 
the three counties, and ten or twelve Wardens under each of these Overseers, will 
suffice for the present. 


Mr. Isaac Thompson, the Fishery Overseer for Queens County, who has always 
shown an active and intelligent interest in the river fisheries, reports that 
there was a favourable run of salmon into the Island streams last fall. He says:— 
“ They commenced to run up the Winter River in large numbers during the first 
“week of November, and as suggested to me by Messrs. Whitcher and Wilmot, I 
“ placed a tank under the mill dam, and from thence conducted the water in a@ 


> 
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‘covered flume into the under-story of a house not then in use, inside of which I 
“placed a trough with screens or trays of tinned wire. Here, on the 15th of 
‘November, I caught seven salmon with a seine, three of which were large and 
“would each weigh about 25 fb. I obtained about 10,000 eggs from them. I 
“ intend—-when they are hatched—to put them into brooks that run into the mill- 


“‘ yond, which is entirely fed by springs. 


“| directed Wardens Clow and Garnmaham to count the spawning beds from 
‘“‘ the head of the tide-flow to the first mill-dam on this river, a distance of about two 
‘““miles; and they reported the number to be 246. Some of these beds being very 
“large, it is impossible to say how many pairs spawned on each of them, but there 


““ ust have been a great many. 


“J would respectfully submit as my opinion that soon there will not be sufficient 
“ spawning ground for the numbers that will return when the immense shoals of 
““ young fry come to maturity.” 

MANITOBA. 

The Fishery Laws should soon be enforced in this Province. Settlement in the 
watered sections isextending so rapidly that the limited fishings which exist are 
already exposed to injury. It isin the true interest of the settlers, and particularly 
necessary for the other inhabitants, to regulate the modes and times of fishing before 
any extensive damage is inflicted. The practice of barring channels with nets and 
weirs during springtime, and thus preventing the fish from reaching suitable places 
to deposit their spawn, threatens to inflict permanent injury on these fisheries. I 
was unable to visit the Province last season, as you desired, and am therefore unpre- 
pared to suggest specific means for guarding against other injurious practices which 


are said to prevail; but by simply extending the Fisheries Act to Manitoba, and 


instructing the Fishery Overseer at Winnipeg to apply such of its clauses as relate 
to the obstruction of channels and protection of breeding grounds, any further injury 
of a serious nature may, for the present, be averted. Instead of appointing other 
Fishery Officers there, just now, it is suggested that the Timber Inspectors for the 
Eastern and Western Divisions of Manitoba be employed to guard the fisheries, 
whenever it may be considered advisable to enforce any necessary prohibitions. 
The prevailing destitution amongst settlers in that country renders it undesirable to 
do anything more at present than merely to interfere with such practices as require 
immediate restriction. 


It is estimated by the local Fishery Overseer that the money value of fish taken 
last year and consumed in the Province, was $27,920. These fish were sturgeon, 
catfish, whitefish, jackfish, gold eyes, pike, carp, perch and sunfish. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


A report respecting the Fisheries of British Columbia has been furnished by the 
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; 
departmental Agent at Victoria, but it does not embody information of the catch of 
fish for trade or for consumption by the inhabitants. The statements appended to 
Jast year’s report show that the fishes of this Province are considerable in variety 
and abundance, and must therefore become, if not already they are, commercially 
valuable. As astep towards ascertaining their practical importance and wants, it 
seems advisable now to extend the Fisheries Act to British Columbia. This might be 
done formally by proclamation, to be followed by specific application of the fishery 
Jaws and special regulations after further enquiry. An Inspector should also be 
appointed, who would make enquiries this season and procure information for future 


mse. 


WASHINGTON TREATY. 


Negotiations pursued in 1873-74 to merge in reciprocal trade arrangements the 
Canadian claim for compensation from the United States Government on account of 
concurrent fishing privileges accorded by Great Britain to United States citizens, thus 
to save the trouble and expense ofa Mixed Commission, and to avoid further delays 
in completing that compact, having failed to accomplish the desired objects, it became 
mecessary to revert to the original treaty provisions. Sir A. T. Galt, K.C.M.G., 
was therefore appointed as British Commissioner, and F.C. Ford, Hsq., H. M.'s 
Charge D’aifaires at Darmstadt, was appointed as British Agent. The last named 
gentleman arrived at the capital, accompanied by an assistant, Mr. H. J. G. Bergne, 
of the Foreign Office, during last autumn. They addressed themselves promptly and 
diligently to preparing for the business of the Commission at Halifax, where it was 
expected to assemble about the commencement of winter. The following eminent 
legal counsel were retained and consulted regarding the claim to be submitted to such 
tribunal: Jos. Doutre, Esq., Q.C., Montreal; S. R. Thomson, Esq., Q.C., of St. John, 
N. B.; R. L. Weatherbe, Hsq,, of Halifax, N. S.; and Louis H. Davies, Esq., of 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. These gentlemen, together with Messrs. 
Ford and Bergne, and the undersigned, met and conferred with you at St. John, N.B. 
It proved impossible, however, to effect any further progress, because of failure on the 
part of the American Government to appoint their Commissioner. Her Majesty’s 
Agent and his companion consequently proceeded from St. John to New York, and 
returned thence to England. 


SEINING FOR WHITEFISH. 
t 


Owing to the great destruction of young whitefish caused by summer scining 
with small meshed nets, the Fisheries Act prohibited seines during June and July. 
‘This prohibition was represented as bearing harshly on the fishermen of certain 
localities where seines alone are used and are serviceable only during the calm 
weather. After investigating the matter, and being satisfied that if the meshes of 
the seines are large enough, and the seiners are warned against killing or catching 
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the fry, I would suggest an amending regulation to allow seining in summer time: 
with nets of at least four inches extension measure in the meshes. 


INTERNATIONAL LEGISLATION. 


Under this head the following observations occur in the annual reports for 
three years past :— 


‘©1872 :—The rapid diminution of marketable fishes in those waters which border: 
“on the United States and Canada, particularly between lakes Erie and Huron, 
‘claims early attention. Whilst within Canadian jurisdition certain established. 
“yules control the dates and methods of fishing, there are practically no restrictions 
‘in the adjoining limits; consequently much of the good which our fishery laws. 
“design to accomplish is frustrated to the mutual damage of fishing pursuits in 
“these waters. If it were possible to induce the State Governments of Michigan, 
‘‘Ohio, New York and Vermont to unite in ascertaining how far and in what manner 
‘the prevalent causes of deterioration may be affected by judicious legislation, and 
‘‘ promptly enforce some moderate restrictions, [ should suggest assimilating as 
“closely as practicable the necessary existing regulations enforced by Canadian 
“ officials. : 

“ There is every reason to believe that the effect would prove mutually beneficial,. 
“ and we might confidently expect amarked improvement in the almost international 
“ fisheries of bordering waters.” 


‘‘1873.—The manifest’ decline of the fisheries on the American shores of the: 
“Great Lakes has induced special efforts to restore them. In this the Federal and 
“ State Governments are co-operating. Where these waters border closely on the 
“ United States and Canada, it becomes a common necessity to assimilate as nearly 
“as practicable the local fishery regulations. This is very easy as respects the 
“ Dominion, owing to the large statutory powers conferred on the Government, and 
“the elasticity vf our protective system. There is every desire to assist and co- 
“ operate with the Federal and State authorities in attaining such improvements as 
“ shall be mutually advantageous to us as near neighbours. Besides the United States 
“Commissioner and his efficient staff of assistants, there are now thirty-seven State 
“ Commissioners appointed for purposes connected with the restoration and preser- 
«‘ vation of these inland fisheries.” 


‘‘ 1874 :—Reterence was made in last year’s report to the expressed desire of the 
“‘ Federal and State Fishery Commissioners that uniform legislation should be applied 
“ to the fisheries in such waters as border on the United States and Canada. When- 
“‘ ever the necessary restrictions are adopted in neighbouring States, the undersigned 
“ will be prepared to suggest such local regulations as may prove mutually beneficial. 
“ At present the unrestricted and destructive manner in which fishing is carried on 
“by the United States citizens near our water boundary, compels us to allow greater 
“ privileges to Canadian fishermen than consist with the due preservation of fish.” 


No action having taken place by either the Federal or State authorities, the matter: 


was brought by you under special notice by the subjoined report addressed to the 
Governor General in Council on the 23rd of September last:—  , | 


“The undersigned desires to draw the attention of the Government to a peculiar: 
“difficulty attending the adoption and enforcement of restrictive measures for the 
“protection and increase of’ fish frequenting in common the frontier waters of the 
“ United States and Canada, Certain regulations as to the methods and periods of 
“fishing have been found necessary to preserve the young fish from destruction, and 
“to protect the parent fish during seasons of reproduction ; also to protect the fishing 
“ grounds generally against excessive fishing. Whilst along the Canadian frontier, 
“and on the inland waters connected with the great lakes and the River St. Law-. 
“rence, these judicious restrictions exist, and the fisheries are steadily improving, no | 
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“similar restrictions are observed by United States fishermen in adjoining waters. 
“This circumstance occasions great dissatisfaction among Canadians, who regard it 
“as an injury to them that foreigners should thus by unrestricted fishing reap the- 
“benefits as well of an increased supply as of unlimited operations. 

“The undersigned begs to suggest that official communication should be had 
“with the State authorities of Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, Vermont 
‘and Maine, inviting attention to the necessity for legislation on this subject.” 


An Order in Council based thereon was transmitted to Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Washington, who has communicated on the matter with the State Department, and 
suggested that the attention of the Governors of the States mentioned should be- 


invited to the subject. 


I cannot refrain from observing here, that no efforts have been lacking on the 
part of Canada to bring about some common code of local regulations ; and beg in 
this connection to transcribe a letter addressed last winter to the United States. 


Commissioner of Fisheries: 


. DoMINION oF CANADA, 
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND EISHERIES, 
FIsHERIES BRANCH, 
Orrawa, 4th February, 1875. 


“My pDg£AR Sik,---Having ‘submitted to the Minister (Hon. A. J. Smith) your’ 
“cordial invitation to join in a meeting of the Fish Commissioners of the several 
“States of the Union and of the United States, in New York next week, for the pur- 
“pose of mutual conference and consultation on subjects of interest in connection 
“with the multiplication of food fishes, and the necessary regulations for their pro- 
“tection, I am to express his and my own regret that the assembling of Parliament 
‘this week, and consequent pressure of official business, render it impossible for me- 
“to accept. This is the more to be regretted, because, in addition to the pleasure and 
“advantage which such attendance would undoubtedly afford, it also deprives me of an. 
“opportunity to witness the discussions of the American Fish Culturists’ Association,. 
“of which itis my valued privilege to be an executive member. Notwithstanding 
“such disappointment, the Minister feels gratified in being enabled to mark his 
“appreciation of your purpose and responds partially to your wishes, by desiring 
“Mr. Samuel Wilmot, with whose zealous attention to fish culture you are already 
“acquainted,to attend both the conferences of the Commissioners and the proceedings 
“ofthe Association. Canada takes a mutual interest in the investigations and. 
“observations which these able and patriotic bodies are now prosecuting. 

“The International object and Continental character with which you endeavour 
“to invest the whole enterprise, are also duly recognized. 

‘“T have read with very great interest indeed, and with considerable profit, the 
“‘ excellent reports emanating from the United States Commission of «ish and Fisheries, 
“and also the suggestive statements of the various State Fishery Commissioners, 
“together with the instructive papers of the American Fish Culturists’ Association. 
“The activity and progress which they display, not less than the practical skill and 
“ability which characterize such exertions, claim the hearty congratulations of every- 
“ body concerned about an abundance of wholesome food forthenation. Although the 
“field and fruits of our own efforts may be considered small in proportion to those of the 
“neighbouring Republic, we readily perceive that some of the chief difficulties to be 
“ met and overcome resemble in character those we have already encountered in Canada. 
“‘ But there is every encouragement to persevere in the knowledge that the general 
“intelligence of the people, once informed and educated by such means as these Com- 
“missions and Associations are adopting, will ultimately second your efforts and must 
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“render the work one of permanent national importance. The Canadian Mishery 
“Laws convey ample power to regulate and restrict all modes and seasons 
“of fishing; but, as affecting waters bordering on the United States and 
“ Canada, “the regulations requisite to ensure due protection and increase 
“ for the more valuable varieties of commercial fishes which frequent either shores, 
‘are still kept in abeyance by reason of continued neglect for several years past to 
“restrict in any manner whatever the fishing pursued by United States citizens to an 
“excessive extent, and by improvident methods, along the frontages of adjoining 
“ territories of the American Union. This Department would not only be prepared 
“from time to time to assimilate all necessary restrictions in these localities, but would 
“be gratified to find some near prospect of the present hindrances to improving our 
“ porder fisheries being even gradually removed. Ifit is intended to re-stock certain 
“ of your streams with salmon and shad, requiring access to and from the sea through 
“ Canadian channels, it should be early considered under what reciprocal legislation 
“ the advantages of this important undertaking may be-mutually secured. 
‘There are, in communications received from you, two points which require more 
“ definite notice. The first relates to joint arrangements for hatching white-fish on 
“the Detroit River ; and the same reason for indecision explained in my letter of 
«¢ 21st September last still exists. The second refers to continuance of explorations 
“in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. With reference to this service, | am happy to inform 
“you that the Department purposes to continue it next season on an improved 
“scale, in conjunction with enlarged facilities for regulating and developing the 
Cs estuary and river fisheries, and the cultivation of lobsters and oysters around 
“ the coasts of Canada. While you are pleased to observe that the limited exp.ora- 
“ tions made by Mr. Whiteaves have proved serviceable to the extensive investiga- 
“tions which you are prosecuting into the marine life of the coast on behalf of 
“the United States Government, each having a direct practical bearing on the 
“fisheries, we can scarcely hope with so small a staff and so few appliances to 
“accomplish anything of sufficient moment to deserve the credit of. 
‘a co-operative pursuit. Nevertheless, we shall gratefully avail ourselves 
“of the vast and varied information your Commission procures, which in a 
“scientific and practical sense doubtless touches conditions and productions common 
“to North American waters, and will in return contribute with much pleasure our 
‘“‘ very humble share to the cause of practical science. 
‘Be pleased to accept sincere thanks for many courtesies, and to assure your 
associates both in the Commission and Association of my warmest sympathy and 
“regard. : 


ee 


“Tam, my Dear Sir, 
“Very truly yours, 


“Ww. F. WHITCHER® 
“ Commissioner of Fisheries.” 
“To the Hon. Spencer F. Barr, 


‘‘ United States Commissioner 
“ of Fish and Fisheries, 
New York.” 


FISH CULTURE. 


The Dominion Government has now in actual operation seven public establish- 
ments devoted to the artificial reproduction of fish. Besides those formerly existing 
at Newcastle, Gaspé, Restigouche and Miramichi, this Department has built and com- 
pleted three other handsome and commodious establishments at Sandwich, on the 
Detroit River; at Tadousac, on the Saguenay River, and at Bedford, on the Sackville 
River, near the head of Bedford Basin and only a few miles from Halifax. The 


capacity of the parent institution on Wilmot’s Creek, in Ontario, has also been 
enlarged, so that in future the interior can accommodate many millions more of fish 
spawn, and the rearing ponds will harbour millions of young fry. The particulars of 
operations connected with each of these establishments will be found in reports 
forming part of the Appendices. A statement in detail of the distribution of young 
fish bred at the hatching houses last spring, and also of the numbers of fish ova laid 
down last fall, will be found in the report. of 8. Wilmot, Esq. 


At Newcastle, Ontario, over a million of vivified salmon eggs were deposited in a 
healthy state, together with 300,000 salmon trout eggs, and 200,000 whitefish eggs. 
Upwards of twelve millions of whitefish eggs were successfully placed in the Sand- 
wich establishment... About 70,000 were deposited at Gaspé, which quantity ought 
to have been quadrupled but for the escape of the stock of parent salmon penned up 
during the summer time. I fear that accidents such as this, and the misfortune by 
which last year’s stock of salmon fry at Miramichi, amounting to a million anda 
half, was reduced to 150,000, are attributable in some degree to negligence or incom- 
petence. The Tadousac establishment, which turned out 80,000 of last winter’s 
hatch, has this year about 200,000 salmon eggs in excellent condition. The success 
of this experiment, so very encouraging in its first two seasons, is mainly due to the 
indefatigable exertions and warm interest bestowed on it by Senator Price and Mr. 
Radford, of L’Anse a L’eau. In addition to an excellent frost-proof building, well 
supplied with good water and capable of holding ten millions of fish eggs, we have 
now a series of commodious rearing ponds, both brackish and fresh, and secure 
reception houses at Little Islands Bay and River St. John, to catch and retain parent 
fish. The number of salmon ova laid down at the Restigouche works was 300,000. 
At Miramichi, only 60,000 were procured, the sudden advent of wintry weather 
having prevented the gathering of any considerable stock of spawn. The Bedford 
establishment has 600,000 salmon eggs in a thriving condition. This is an excellent 
beginning in Nova Scotia. 


The whole number of young fish distributed last spring from the hatching of 
1874 was 1,700,000. These were placed in various waters as related in the reports of 
the several persons in charge. 


RE-STOCKING STREAMS, 


An experiment in re-stocking with salmon, begun three years ago at Salmon 
River, about forty miles below Ottawa City, was continued last spring. Nearly 30,000 
salmon fry. in healthy condition, were liberated at different places in the stream. 
This deposit makes, altogether, 47,000 little fish distributed in Salmon River. The 
guardians in charge of the stream report that the upper waters were crowded with 
young salmon in the autumn months, and that many were seen exceeding ten inches 
in length. It should be proved conclusively next season whether or not these young- 
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sters will emigrate to the salt-water and return, after the fashion of their kind, to the- 
nursery waters in which they are reared though not bred. The natural instinct which 
leads salmon back to their native streams may possibly develope itself in a secondary” 
manner among those artificially hatched and transferred to other waters, thus leading 
them, as adults, back to localities where they have passed the earlier stages of their 
existence. 


ONTARIO SALMON. 


Great numbers of the Lake Ontario salmon having been artificially bred at 
Newcastle, and after furnishing fry to re-stock other streams, have every year 
escaped into the lake, the time has arrived for testing to what extent they may now 
be captured as adult fish, fit for food and commerce. That they are sufficiently 
numerous in the vicinity is plain, for large schools of them are frequently seen by 
the fishermen, and quite a large number are taken in the nets used outside for lake- 
trout. There are difficulties in the way of capturing them as early in the season and 
in the same manner as salmon are caught in the tidal estuaries and on the sea coast. 
The main difficulty is their habit of approaching the lake shores, chiefiy about 
spawning time, when they are less valuable for market, and at a time when the law 
interferes with their capture. Further attempts might be made to catch them in the 
deep water during the summer months, and, failing which, the law should be relaxed 
so as to admit of fishing for them during the autumn season. I beg to suggest that 
a few special licenses should be offered to public competition in the ensuing season, 
to be used along the frontage between Toronto and Presquile. 


FISH-WAYS. 


Several new fish-passes have been constructed at private expense on mill-dams 
and other obstructions, and many existing structures have been improved and repaired. 
In some instances the Department has constructed additional ones, encouraged by 
the vast quantities of alewives and other migratory fish now returning to the streams. 
and seeking to ascend to their sources. 


SAWDUST AND MILL RUBBISH. 


In addition to enforcing those sections of the Fisheries Act which relate to the 
obstruction and pollution of streams frequented by fish, the statute relating to saw- 
dust end mill-offals in navigable streams was enforced wherever the urgency of abuses. 
demanded legal interferance. 


PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF INTERIOR WATERS. 


The protection extended for a few years past to the inland lakes having greatly 
increased the fish which inhabit them, the Department felt justified in so far relaxing 
the restrictions hitherto adopted as to admit of fishing therein under special licenses. 
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during the .fall and winter seasons. This measure has afforded employment to 


considerable numbers of people who were out of work, and would otherwise have 
suffered most severely from the prevalent depression. It has largely increased the 
supply of fresh fish in our markets, and in that respect also contributes to the relief 


-of such of the community as suffer doubly from scarcity of work and dearness of food. 


There is reason to believe that by further extending it to such lakes as Memphremagog,, 
and others which have been strictly guarded for sometime, the immediate benefit of 
restraints hitherto imposed will be made apparent to the residents, and may possibly 


convince them that the fishery laws they have done so much to frustrate are really 
-deserving of their support. 


SEINING CODFISH. 


Complaints made of the injurious effects of this mode of fishing were noticed in 
last year’s report. Since then the matter has been enquired into and the following 
regulation was passed by the Governor General in Council :— 


‘‘ No person shall carry on codfishing with seines at a less distance than one-half 


“ mile from any fishing grounds where fishing boats are anchored and fishermen 


‘“ actually engaged fishing for codfish with hooks and lines.” 


It is probably too soon yet to judge of the efficiency of this relief, but the effeet 


of the regulation has thus far proved beneficial. 


TRAWLING. 


This method of fishing has also formed a subject of remonstrance, and has there- 
fore received official attention. Circulars were addressed to Fishery Officers in those 
localities where the practice prevails. The information and suggestions resulting 
from such enquiries are not sufficiently definite to warrant any general prohibition 


-affecting the use of trawls, more properly named “bultows;” but there appear to be 


reasonable grounds for regulating their numbers and position in certain places where 
their excessive use and indiscriminate location interfere with the legitimate pursuits 


of other fishermen, or where peculiarities in the feeding and breeding resorts of 


bottom fishes render it necessary to protect the local fishings against permanent 
injury. 


RESTORATION OF OYSTERS. 


The complete exhaustion of oyster beds in some parts of the Dominion has been 
commented on in every report made by the undersigned since Confederation. Unless 
the Government shall now determine to close them against dredging for at least 
three years, it may be too late even to save enough to supply seed for active cultiva- 
tion. It really does seem lamentable that, while the country is yearly importing 
vast quantities of oysters from the United States, at prices which make these nutri- 
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tious shell-fish an expensive luxury, the native sources from which an abundant and 
cheap supply might be obtained are practically abandoned to destruction. 


FISHERY LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 


Numerous fishery regulations having been passed from time to time, some of 
which were either supplemented or superseded by others, it was found advisable to 
revise and consolidate them, and to republish them for each Province in a condensed 
form. This revision was an easy matter as regards Ontario and Quebec, but in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick it was attended with much difficulty, and is still in many 
respects incomplete. The Nova Scotia fishery laws and regulations had been left in 
force by the Fisheries Act. It was necessary therefore to repeal them by an Act of 
the Dominion Parliament, making provision also for certain uniform close seasons, 
which were formerly established by the Provincial statutes. The various County 
regulations handed down from municipal bodies needed to be replaced by other 
restrictions. In New Brunswick the existing fishery regulations lkewise wanted 

urther amendment. Occasion was also taken to suggest the imposition of a specific 

tax per barrel on the salmon and _ bass fishings, and to repeal the tax formerly levied 
on nets used. The rate at first fixed was $1 per 200 lbs weight of salmon, and 50 
cents on the same quantity of bass. The rates were afterwards reduced to less than 
one-half in consequence of the general depression of this branch of business, and at. 
the instance of persons engaged in it. 


In recommending a change in the application of this tax, the undersigned had it 
in view to extend by degrees, and in an accustomed shape, the system of occupying 
fishery stations under season licenses which already obtains in Ontario and Quebec, and 
which it has been the avowed policy as well as the official practice gradually to adapt, 
with suitable modifications, to similar holdings in other Provinces of the Dominion. 
The rate being reckoned in proportion to the catch, instead of being a fixed rate of 
license fee, was supposed to be more acceptable to the fishermen, because if their 
catch failed there would be little to pay, and if successful the charge be less felt. 


It is very much to be regretted that the salmon and bass fishermen have taken 
an entirely unnecessary alarm at this change, on the extraordinary ground of its being 
an interference with vested rights; and notwithstanding the merely nominal charge 
to which the reduced rate amounts, that they have resisted payment, and placed 
themselves in antagonism to the regulations. This unfortunate attitude seems the 
more surprising when it is considered that the fisheries protection service has so 
greatly benefited themselves ; and that by securing them by legal title in the exclu- 
sive use of the stations they respectively occupy, the Department proposes to make 
such benefits lasting and progressive. Whether or not these occupiers of fishery 
stations are sole owners of the privileges they enjoy, and are entitled to exemption 
from regulations to which the occupants of fishing berths in other parts of the Dominion 
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have always conformed, involves questions of law and policy with which it is not my 
province to decide. The contest thus raised is, I am firmly convinced, agrave mistake 
as atiects their own interests, and is caused by apprehensions which are entirely 
groundless. There are so many and such excellent reasons why this Department 
and the fishermen should be in general accord respecting all measures calculated to 
improve the fisheries on which they themselves depend, and which form so important 
a source of commerce and food supply to the whole country as to induce Parliament to 
appropriate annually large sums of the public money, and the Government to devise 
and maintain a protective system ensuring their perpetual increase ; that regret on 
account of any difficulty of this sort could not be lessened by their own failure to 
establish themselves in what is believed to be an illegal and unjust pretension. 


PRESERVATION OF LOBSTERS. 


An alarming decrease in the lobster fishery is reported by the fishery officers. 
It is ascribed to over production and wasteful capture of spawners and undersized 
lobsters. This is exactly the result apprehended in my report of 1873. The regula- 
tion adopted by the Governor General in Council on the 7th of July in that year, was 
fitted to preserve this valuable fishery from the destruction which had attended 
abusive practices on the coasts of the neighbouring States. But, as usual, the 
improvident greed of persons engaged in the business of catching and canning 
lobsters occasioned remonstrances against such wise restrictions. The parties who 
had embarked capital in manufacturing establishments, and the'fishermen and others 
who profited by this extensive business, united in urging their own views and 
interests, and finally persuaded the Government to relax the rule and adopt another 
modified regulation, dated 23rd April, 1874, which has proved of no practical benefit. 
In referring to the attempts then being made by interested persons to modify the 
former prohibitions, it was stated by the undersigned that the sudden and large 
increase of catch in 1873 was suggestive of over production, and indicated the urgent 
necessity for economising and perpetuating the natural supply. The following extracts 
from the same report will show how clearly the injury was foreseen, and how 
anxiously we sought to avert it :-— 

“Tt seems that excessive fishing has exhausted the lobster fishery along the 
“north-eastern coast of the United States; and that the enterprise which was em- 
“barked in the same has now been transferred to Canada. Such being the case, if 
“the same indiscriminate fishing should be practised on our coats, similar results 
“might occur. Doubtless, for a short time all persons interested would prosper, and 
“the country may appear to benefit by the rapid and extensive developement of this 
“resource; but a period of re-action must necessarily ensue, commencing sooner or 
“later in an enfeebled or exhausted condition of the fishery. If we would perpetuate 
“such a valuable possession, it appears wiser to economise it in time than to be 
“obliged later on to make extreme and costly endeavors to arrest its decline, or to 
“estore it from complete exhaustion. There is nothing easier than to exhaust a shell- 


“fish fishery, and nothing harder than to revive it. The oyster fishery of the country 
“should serve us as a warning example. It may be regarded as nearly ruined by 
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“incessant working, whilst proper use of it might have preserved it to us at the least 
“as a failing industry which special efforts could reclaim. The need of some timely 
precaution to preserve the lobster fishery seems to have induced the late Govern- 
“ment to adopt a regulation on the subject in July last. This regulation prohibits the 
“ catching of immature lobsters and females in spawn, or any of less weight than one 
‘cand a half pounds. Remonstrances against these prohibitions have been made 
“from various quarters. The chief objections eminate from proprietors of the can- 
“ning establishments, who find their supply of raw material somewhat curtailed. 
“ Minor exceptions are taken on behalf of the lobster catchers on the ground that the 
“liberation of undersized specimens entails great loss and. inconvenience, and in 
“some localities the stock consisting of small sized lobsters, the limitation is entirely 
“prohibitory. An enquiry into the whole matter was made during the past season, 
“‘and has resulted in producing information of a valuable character which will be 
“‘ found in the Appendices of this Report. 


“Tt appears quite clear that some restrictions are indispensible. It is- equally 
“evident that whatever form such restrictions assume, they must occasion more or 
“less of momentary inconvenience to persons affected by them, and prejudice imme- 
“diate gain. But the choice of protective means really lies between such necessary 
“and practical protection as can be attained consistently with the existence of this 
“industry on a reasonably renumerative footing. The permanence of the resource 
“ demands paramount consideration. If therefore the existing regulation inevitably 
“ causes some degree of inconvenience, it is very probable that any truly effective 
“substitute will prove even more obnoxious to those who are in fact interested in 
“¢ pursuing the business unrestrictedly as to time, place, means and consequences.” 


The fears expressed two years ago have last year been severely confirmed. A 
falling off in the value of tae lobster catch amounting to $546,950 in a single year is 
sufficiently alarming to arrest attention. There seems to be no other remedy but an 
absolute prohibition during the principal part of the spawning season. 


FRESH FISH TRADE. 


Besides the improved modes of preserving fish ina fresh state, instead of pickling 
them, which have latterly increased so greatly the traffic in fresh fish, the railway 
communications between fishing districts are fast opening up markets.for the large 
quantities of winter caught fish produced in the northern and eastern parts of New 
Brunswick. “Whenever the Intercolonial Railway is completed, we may expect to 


be supplied throughout the central and western sections of Canada with fresh fish in 


great abundance from tidal waters during the entire season. 
REDUCING SALMON STANDS. 


The accompanying diagram shows the number of salmon stands fished in 
Gaspé Basin and estuaries. These stands are so numerous and are placed in such 
situations as seriously to obstruct the passage of salmon into the rivers. The 
natural consequence has been a steady decrease in this fishery. If these stands were 
thinned out, it would no doubt cause some temporary discontent ; but ultimately the 
whole neighbourhood would be benefited. The fairest way to reduce them would 
probably be by associating together the owners of different stands and granting joint 
licenses for a reduced number of places. This plan would save the fishermen the 
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greater expense of each man fishing a separate station ; and the cost being divided 
amongst several would result in the fishery being worked more profitably. 


In some districts within the Province of Quebec the salmon fishery has increased 
in yield since 1868, nearly three hundred per cent., resulting from reducing the nets 
used in the estuaries and rivers, and protecting the fish whilst breeding. This 
improvement is most noticeable in the Restigouche and Moisie districts. After 
removing nets from the islands at the head of Chaleur Bay and from the channels of 
the estuary of River Restigouche, the salmon fishery in that district began 
immediately to improve. The same effect was observable in the River Moisie. At 
both places it is now clearly proved that immoderate netting is a serious hindrance 
to the restoration of the salmon fishery, and a positive disadvantage to the fishermen. 
themselves. It also is quite as cloarly established that a moderate quantity of nets, 
judiciously situated, render at once a far more profitable return to the owners and. 
admit of maintaining a permanent stock of mature salmon. ’ This fact has a peculiar 
bearing on the regulation of the salmon fishery. The occupancy of salmon stands 
under formal titles enables the occupiers to economize both their own capital and 
labor and the public property in salmon. Where the fishery is carried on ina 
desultory and improvident manner, under such incitements to oxcess as are created 
by contentious rivalry and the prospect of mere temporary gain, it is extremely 
difficult to control fishery operations within reasonable bounds. But, on the other 
hand, where occupants can rely on the permanence of their holdings, and enjoy in 
successive years the benefit of their own moderation in each preceding ‘season, the 
Department finds very little difficulty in controlling the pursuit. It is not easy to 
convince fishermen how much cheaper and move profitable it is in their own interest 
to conform to the same principles on which legal protection is founded and the 
departmental regulations are enforced. Nothing short of the plainest examples 
appears to be sufficient to attract their earnest attention. In the year 1859, when 
about 15,000 fathoms of nets were placed in the River Moisio, the salmon fishery 
yielded about 75,000 Ibs. of fish ; and in 1873, with only 2,500 fathoms of nets in use 
it. produced 204,000 Ibs. The yield has beon inereasing each year while the netting 
was. in course of restriction. These examples forcibly illustrate the difference 
betwoen the results of excessive and moderate netting in salmon rivers, and should 
commend themselves to the people of Gaspe. 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 


The decennial census enables us to test the accuracy of the annual returns pro- 
cured through the Fishery Officers of the entire produce of the fisheries. But it 
would be much better if some machinery oxisted by which, in conjunction with the 
statements of fish exports entered in the Trade Returns, the Government could yearly 
ascertain with commercial accuracy the quantities and values of fish entering into 


domestic consumption and {vreign trade, The Bill providing for ay official inspection 
5—d a* 
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of fish, which was originally framed by the undersigned, had for one of its leading 
objects an exact account of the tish caught or disposed of in each inspection district. 
This feature of the measure was intended to be carried out through the instru mentality 
of the local Fishery Officers who were to qualify themselves for the duties of Deputy 
Inspector in their respective divisions. It having been thought proper to withdraw 
the scheme of compulsory inspection of fish from the control of the Fisheries Depart- 
ment and place the law under administration by the Internal Revenue Department, 
wo are now no better off than we were before as regards yearly returns of the pro- 
duce of the fisheries. The Chief Inspector, and his Deputies no doubt report the 
kinds, qualities and quantities of fish annually inspected by them, snd the fees col- 
lected ; but that is all. There do not appear to be any attempts made to represent 
the nature and extent of the fishing business, in its relations to the commerce and 
productive capacity of our fisheries, nor any observations made to prove the antici- 
pated effect of an official inspection on the character and development of the trade. 
The undersigned ventures to suggest that some arrangement should be made between 
these two Departments with a view to concerted action in the matter of statistical 
information of an authentic and serviceable description. 


FISH CULTURISTS ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting of the American Fish Culturists’ Association was held at 
New York about the middle of February next; but as Parliament had been convened 
at that date, it was impossible for me to attend. 


It ismy very pleasing duty to acknowledge the courteous presentation by the 
Hon, Spencer F. Baird, U. 8. Commissioner of Fisheries, of another consignmént of 
80,000 California salmon eggs from Assistant Commissioner Stone’s establishment on. 
the Pacific coast. Also a number of eggs of land-locked salmon from the Penobscot 


fish-breeding works under charge of State Commissioner Atkins, at Bucksport, Maine. 


INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR PROTECTING FISH AND GAME. 


A strong movement has taken place in the United States, supported by men of 
energy and ability, to form an International Society to protect fish and game. The 
objects of this Association are most praiseworthy, and the practical and vigorous 
manner in which its members have commenced the work certifies to their earnestness 


and augurs success. 


The Game Laws being under control of the Provincial Government, without any 
official organization for their enforcement, are ineffective. It is uufortunate that no 
efforts are made to put these laws into practical operation. In many sections of the 
country the existing populations depend partly on game for subsistence; its destruc: 
tion is, therefore, to them a subject of serious concern. - It seems possible for the» 
Dowjnjon and Provincial gythorities to arrange. between themselves for the better 
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protection of wild fowl and other game, either through the agency of forest rangers 
or by the aid of the staff of outside officers employed in the fisheries service. 


CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION. 


Many engagements of a more immediate und pressing nature have prevented me 
from attending to your wishes as regards assisting in the exhibition of Canadian fishes 
at the Philadelphia Centennial next year. Having addressed to you a special report 
on the subject, it is unnecessary now to say more. 


STEAM CRUISER. 


‘ ’ 


The steamer Glendon which was last year employed in the service of protecting 
the fisheries of the Gulf and River St. Lawrence, in place of the Government schooner 
La Canadienne, will be replaced in future by the steamer Lady Head. It is suggested 
that this expedition should start from Quebec on the opening of navigation, so as to 
reach the Gulf in time for the spring herring fishery at Magdalen Islands and Chaleur 
Bay. 

LEASING AND LICENSING FISHERY STATIONS. 


It will be recollected that, in accordance with the policy of this Department in 
the past, the undersigned has persistently urged the further extension of this system 
to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The reasons why it should be done, and the 
circumstances which render the present an opportune occasion to establish some 
kind of unformity in the system of controlling these fishing privileges under the 
Fisheries Act, are so fully set forth in my previous reports that it appears most con- 


venient to refer attention to them again. 


Besides securing fishermen in the exclusive enjoyment of certain fishing privi- 
leges and obviating all disputes, the plan of leasing or licensing enables us to dispense 
with the numberless and cumbrous regulations which at present exist, as cond. tions 
could ie cmvodied in the leases or licenses equivalent to prohibitory or directory 
regulations. This is by no means one of the least of its advantages, There seems to 
have got abroad an erroneous idea that the adoption of this system means interfering 


with the “actual occupants of fishing stations. It means no such thing; but on the 


contrary, it is meant thus to render permanent the holdings which at present may be 
questionable, and at best are only temporary. 


Attention is re-called to the following observations in the report for 1873 :— 


“ The Fisheries Act evidently contemplates the system of granting titles for fish- 
“ing privileges as a basis of administration. Certain of its provisions are predicated 
‘on the supposition that leasing and licensing would become general, providing 
“ always for necessary exceptions as to legal titles, prior occupancy and preferential 


“ claims. 


“ It is unnecessary, after several years of its beneficial operation, even though 
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“but partially carried out, to explain at length its advantages. Primarily, it syse 
‘“ tematizés the fishing business, and is auxiliary y to protective measures for preserving 
‘and increasing the fisheries, and it also induces 3 private expenditure both in guard- 
“ing and improving the streams, which outlay would otherwise be required to be 
n defray ed from public funds. Secondarily, it promotes investment of capital and 
“ gives permanence and security to fishing industries, enhanciug the value to both 
« individual fishermen and the public of fishing « privilezes which hitherto had but a 
“ fitful existence and were fast becoming altogether ie ah Revenue is. only 
‘an incident and not a main object. °K ay ms ** e 

“Tt may be advisable to act first on the numerous applications which are fyled, 
and in other instances where no adverse circumstances or conflicting demands 
exist. Attention should be directed to carrying out this system with every regard 
for the obvious desirability of enlisting the sympathies of the public and promoting 
“* the sien interests of the fishermen. There shouid be a thorough examination into 
each case ; and the Saas possible care and precaution should be observed in 
order to avoid doing violence to the prejudices, or injury to the position and interests 
“ of persons affected ee Serupnious regard will require to be paid to 
priority of occupation and re ecounized user. A careful distinction must be observed 
between the deep-se A and inland, and the estuary and river fishings. These latter 
should alone, in my humble opinion, be subjected (for the present at least) to the 
system of occupation under lease or license. 
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“The undersigned considers it undesirable to anticipate the production of direct 
“revenuc from fishery rentals, the rates of which are, for the most part, nominal. 
Any system of atation and economic use of fishing privileges under titles may 
be more profitably adapted as an auxiliary to protection of inland fisheries, and to 
‘enhance their productive value. It is not improbable, however, that in due course 
‘ of time sufficient funds may be derived to render the service self-sustaining.” 


a 
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RIPARIAN CLAIMS. 


Many of the occupants of salmon fishing stations in New Brunswick claim exclu- 
sive ownership and the free use of salmon fishery privileges in the waters opposite 
to their own lands. Claims of riparians to fishing rights connected with the fore- 
shores’ have heen frequently adjudicated upon in the Courts of Ontario, Quebec, New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. These tribunals have invariably maintained that the 
soil of public navigable waters belongs to the Crown, and the right of fishing belongs 
to the public. Private individuals have, on numerous occasions, claimed them both, 
but have entirely failed to establish such claims. The Crown grants of lands on 
navigable streams are bordered by the water’s edge, and in tidal frontages by high- 
watermark. In the case ofsome of the Seigniories bounded by the River St. Lawrence, 
the right of fishing within described limits was expressly granted by the Crown of 
France to the Seigniors; but unless it was so specifically conveyed, even these lordly 
proprietors failed to Seana any legal claim to the exclusive use of fishing privileges 
in connection with their lands, notwithstanding that they had for from sixty to two 
hundred years exercised such assumed ownership, collected dues from fishermen and 
tenants, and bought and sold fishing privileges. It was at the express instance of a 
Senator, who was himselfowner of a Seigniory in which exclusive fishing rights. 
existed under Crown titie, and who desired to ensure such grants against any obliga-_ 


u X¥xXvil 
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tion totake and pay for leases or licenses, that the words excepting ‘where the 
exclusive “right of fishing does not already exist by law,” were inserted into the 
Hisheries Act of 1868. This reservation was quite superfluous ; but, as a distinct 
exception limited to special titles, it tends to strengthen the rule. The whole tenor 


of that statute is an authoritative denial of any other private claims to fishing privi- 
lege, either absolute or incidental, express or implied, in the public navigable waters 
of the Dominion. Sections 3 and 19 are remar kably explicit in ae respect. 


There have been in modern times no grants of eemeeias fishing rights to 
individuals made by the British Crown similar to those former ly made by the French. 
Tt has always been accepted and acted upon as a recognized principle in admin- 
istering the Fishery Laws, that the fisheries area public property which the Crown 
is now empowered by Act of Parliament to control temporarily, but not in any case 
to alienate. Jn exercising this authority the leading object of all concerned has been 
to preserve and improve these public fisheries. The nextaim has been to promote the 
interests of practical fishermen, and to protect them in the just use of the fishing 
privileges secured to them by Common Daw. And last, though by no means least, 
the Government has scrupulously endeayoured to givo effect to the equitable claims 
of all persons who have occupied or purchased either lands adjoining ovr forming 
fishing stations, or fishing privileges co-torminous with their frontages. Peculiarities 
of situation, ospecial circumstances, prior occupancy and accustomed usage have all 
received special consideration. But extravagant and illegal assumptions, altogether 
inconsistent with public rights and incompatible with due regulation of the fisheries, 
have necessarily been set aside. The parties, therefore, who now lay claim to exclu, 
sive rights of fishing in front of their own lands ought either to be required to prove 
some express legal conveyance of fishery privileges from public authori ity, or be made 
to understand that they are fighting with shadows. Taking licenses or paying a tax on 
nets or on catch could not by any possibility invalidate a legal title where such 
exists, nor constitute an attornment to the Crown. If, on the other hand, 
they possess no exclusive deed, they should seek to procure rather than 
strive to evade titles for the sole use of their stations, There is in neither ease 
any deprivation of private right. And whether absolute owners of the privileges 
or licensees by preference, they should be willing to contribute a fair percentage 
towards the cost of rendering the advantages they enjoy permanently and increasingly 
valuable. As the matter now stands they seem to be ready and eager to spend 
untold money in litigation, where no injustice and no interference whatever with 
their lawful claims are intended; but are “unable and unwilling,” as stated in 
several petitions to Parliament and the Crown, to pay for peaceable occupation, 
protection and inerease. The salmon fishers and riparians of Gaspé and Bona- 
venture, and on the Quebec side of Restigonche, whe once considered themselves 
equally entitled to hold their fishing stands free of title and of charge, have been 
paying license fees for years past, and have enjoyed the protection and increase 
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incident to the system, might justly complain if mere assertions of right on the part 
of their neighbours were allowed to prevailin securing exemption from burdens, 
however slight, which they have borne from the outset, whilst these other salmon 
fishermen have enjoyed concurrently with themselves the benefits of public orgami- 


zation and outlay. 


CONCLUSION. $ 


lt is my pleasing duty once more to acknowledge the efficiency of the Office 
Staff and outside Fishery Officers more immediately under my own direction, to 
whose individual zeal and industry the successful operation of the Fishery Laws and 
the welfare of the Service are much indebted. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


W. F. WHITCHER, 
Commissioner of Fisheries. 


~~ APPENDIX No: 1 


Ss 


SCHEDULE of Fishery Officers in the Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, Nova 

Scotia, and New Brunswick, appointed under the Fisheries Act [1868], 
with Districts, Post Office Address, Nalary, &c., &c., distinguishing 
those who, being Fishery Overseers, are instructed to act ex officio as 
Magistrates, from those who act in the capacity of Fishery Wardens, 
and do not exercise magisterial powers. 


PROVINCE OF ONTARIO. 


ts ie : Overseer. 
Name. i District. | Address. ae Salary. 
Warden. 
: | 
| : | > cts. 
Henry Hunt ......s0 RST ee EN i ee Oe ar ...| Rockport tives vias titel | Warden... 20 00 
-John Wallace........ find oe Tatama,...cev)..4 sess cn Rear pede os IGT SAO WHO... /cerk cco tives do 40 00 
John Mooney ....,..., Brockville to Cornwall......c.-seee eeees PTCHODLEG trae nae Overseer... 100 00 
Peter Kiel...........] Wolfe and Amberst Islands, and | 
; waters around down to Brockville ... Wolfe Island............68. do 200 00 
David Conger.......;Carrying Place to Point Peter.. ......) Wellingtomn....... ccsceee do 100 00 
Peter Huff, jun ....)West Point to Point:Peter..............:. Precallcrencveuaiie ohn do 50 00 
Wm. A. Palen..... Point Feter to Petticoat Point.......... \Point Peter, Cherry 
WEN LLG Y samt iaexgee Uineh cl ns do 50 00 
John G. Hicks...... Petticoat Point to Black River.....,....[South Bay.-.....0.ssscess do 100 00 
Wm. Plews.....,..... Black River to Bongard’s Wharf........ WRAY OL \vatadiettcs.s Salta | do 100 00 
Charles Gilchrist ..JRice Lake and part of Lake Ontario 
fronting on the County of North- | 
DAPI Ma iss pods vr oa ses nears Lepore PeOr te LUO cing tastheciane ts | do 400 00 
Jos. L. Thompson..|Cole’s Ferry to Prescott........ ieieanegas PET LOIN EEO iantpeeth geterss os | Warden... 50 00 
Hugh Thompson...| Westerly limit, County South Leeds 
to Cole’s Ferry, and islands opposite 
in St. Lawrence River, including 
PICEWS LALATI Gs coscneie ceded giagsbiace, swhedants FAN ANOGUG.<scaes cacoisere Overseer... 50 00 
David Hamilton....|Charleston Lake, Gananoque Lake 
PuANE. HAVER Gosnesneehad sethakaus tuts fi Gkatag ah Charleston, Lake P. O.|Warden... 50 00 
A. J. Harrington...|Lake Scugog (west Side)... see eres OSU POPU as ssusseces aise Overseer... 50 00 
John McAlilister.... do COREL SIAR a ysctstrcehiven sass Wisditaa ec ne ee Warden ... 50 00 
Hugh Ralston....... Lake shore and inland waters, Coun- 
ties of Lennox and Addington........] Napamee.... ..ccesccseceseees Overseer...| 200 00 
Charles Wilkins ...|Waters of the Bay of Quinte fronting 
on County of Hastings, and from | 
Carrying Place eastward to Mill 
. Point in the Co. of Prince Edward..|Belleville...........s00008 « do 200 00 
‘Samuel Wilmot.....'Toronto to Presqu’isle..........0seeees veeees NGWOABEIS .vcvvassessesass Officer in 
; ' charge of 
fish breed- 
| ing estab-| 
lishment 
at New- 
CABLE .. 000 1,200 00 
John W. Kerr....... Whitby Harbor to Port Maitland........ PUMP UOT cos sce utececes coco s \Overseer,..| 500 00 
James G. Wilcox...|River Credit...........cerecersovseeceses cadone Pirie Greil tees a tans axcen do 50 00 
J. A. Backhouse ...|That part of the Counties of Norfolk 
and Haldimand fronting on Lake 
ON RS 258 6 Pio ee ee ISt. Williams... do 150 00 
Alex. McBride...... That part of Lake Erie pointing on 
; the County of Elgin..............00+ esse Port Burwell ............+ 1 do 50 00 
John MeMichael....|Lake Erie frontage, County of Kent..|Rond Eau. ....... Seas andes do 50 00 
Peter McCann...... From London to Thamesville on the 
TMM TFL VOL <nsaane snd vccrneh cosy toons IE 5 Raabe Rf do | 100 00 
Carried JOPUATA. vcocsnan soane| shesoguen ogasvence nnasuaees nconne| cossssssessacost Gye OO 
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PROVINCE‘OF ONTARIO.—Continued. 


| | Overseer 
Name. - District. Address. or Salary. 
-Warden. 
$ cts. 
Brought forward ....cc.cssvove Te fadebemarding nes O63 aoe MCAS et eae 3,910 00 
BE. Boismier.......+0. |Baptiste Creek on Lake St. Clair, to| 
POMBO Gl OB vinen sa chtcey aouesserbateosgenteer Sandwich.......... eh Overseer..! 200 00 
Zeneas Quick ....... Point Pelée Island a.) ch sdecskesset otis >| Kin SVING...2).dscccvsesees |\Warden.. 50. 00 
D. McMaster......... Baby’s Point, on River St. Clair, to 
Kettle Point, on, Lake Huron..s...... STi sess cenit oceecshcees Overseer.. 200 00 
A. C. McKinnon... Bee ice to Point Clarke, Lake 
PIALOUN. och an teas sedcee'aaveceeteinvonccsos kesaer CF OMETICN cca ccagseaciareevaase do 100 00 
James Muir. .......4. Point Clark to Cape Hurd, including 
SUA CONG ISIANOS, porccepsieeesstaes owncetect Port wlginw ic snweccowscs do 100 00 
Geo. 8. Miller.......;0wen Sound to Cape Hurd............... Owen Sound...........000 do 100 00 
James Patton........ ..|Collingwood 40 POE BiCh soi, 5225. acs Collingwood..........2.00 do 100 00 
Samuel Fraser...... Point Cockburn to mouths of Rivers 
Severn and Muskoka (the former 
: AICO ji sther tee smcreies ekesas semen ster ss Mad land Si iicscctucusescuces do 100 00 
Farquhar McRae.. .(Sydenham River and Lake St. Clair, 
from Baptiste Creek to Baby’s Point. cate Seasaiad Reg Soa sa adeo do 150 00 
Geo. B. Abrey...... Byng Inlet to Thessalon River........... ‘Little Current..........4. do 100 00 
Wm. McGown....... From Moose Deer Point to Byng Inlet, 
Georgian Bay.... s{PALry QOUnU stoi, <..s steers Warden .. 50 00 
Jos. Wilson.. ........ Thessalon River to head of Lake 
DUPELIOL re hiccansetl c ussayseeneceeess Sault Ste. Marie.......... Overseer...| 100 00 
James Dickson......; Lake Superior extending from Slate 
. Islands to mouth of Pigeon River...|Prince Arthur’s Land- 
ANS rlavcvectd cecdstotoesares 
Alex. McKenzie.....\Lake Simcoe and tributaries............. Bee satel cusee tee cnet do 50 00 


Inland waters, County Peterboro’ in- 
cluding Pigeon, Deer,Salmon-Trout, 


George Cochrane.. | 
Stony, Sturgeon & Chemong Lakes. Lakefield. ...........scce00 | do 
| 


..|Upper Division or East Riding Co 
Peterbcrough, comprising waters of 
Gull and Burnt Rivers and tribu- 
taries, together with Drag, Eagle, 
Moose, Redstone, Crooked ®and| + 


Daniel Bowen..... 


| 
: 
a 
| 
| 
| 


other lakes within such limits........ TALI DULUOI..hesest cxesettns do 100 00: 
James McFadden... yertes DD Riverand Lahey. cce.sse se ctec Carleton Place 2or..c2e.- do 30 00 
ano. LYON... sss. |Madawaska River and Lake des Chats|Arnprior.. .........6.s0004 do 50 00: 
James Sutherland.. ‘Inland waters, N.R. County Victoria, 
north of Sturgeon Lake and above ‘ 
Fenelon Palleeau tran sem one Victoria Road Station.. do 100 00» 
soln McoGréegor..:.|Rideaw Lakes... 911-luscessconsatey eras WVESEDOTU.. scscseessiecvonaat Warden .. 75 00: 
Henry Lawe......... Grand River,from mouth to Caledonia|Dunnville ...............+6. Overseer.. 100 00» 
Henry Griffiths .....}Grand River ond tributaries from 
BIantlord MUP Wards...siscse wpsve eoseseces Levande. seioddes neaenetes do 100 00 
Wm. E. Foot........ Lakes Muskoka, Rosseau, Joseph, Lake| 
of Bays and the Maganetawan River BraceOria ge i... ..sensade LG 100 00: 
TOU se etenns Pabdanesc force sc smamace ene etetcenee sore aenee teas | sbabeseeuneeese 6,265 00 
| | 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 
I: 
Napoléon Lavoie...|Lower St. Lawrence River and Gulf..,;Gaspé Basin (in sum- 
mer), ' LiIslet (Gn 
WIiMtOT scsi seenperaes Officer in 
charge of 
Gov. st’m- 
er for pro- 
tection of 
7 Fisheries..| 1,200 00 
C. Caron.............. Point Lévis, to River. Ouelle.............. HEEL ca taseasasteen<ccreets jOverseer...} 200 00 
Hi. Martin............. River Ouelle to Rimouski..............00+ haynes Gaaeae nes tet ernst do | 200 00 
L. E. Grondin...... RiMOUSKI'TO MaTANG. cetsts ores stonene do ' 200 00 
George Gagnon....|Inland waters, County Temiscouata ..|St. Pees Warden...| 30 00 


| Carried | JOrmard.dsconssesssedacsesttanueanieets A San ee 5 OR.” | 1,830 (0 
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PROVINCE OF QUEBEO.—(ontinued. 


; Overseer 
Name. District. Address. or Salary. 
Warden. | e 
| | $ cts. 
LOU N SOP WOO cecans vnicrtenabicg paittete tudddvadtes. teShedes bclccxcheg adaoes | 1,830 00 
Alfred Blais ......... Lake Metapedia and River Matapedia | 
Sy, 1) AS ATVBOM Lissatee-raahe Verdes seaccncn, Lod Causapscal.......eccogecees | Overseer...| 100 00 
J. J. Letourneau...;Cape Chatte to River Ste. Anne des 
| PON Bing sno 20 cu Popp ovnnyhpiris MERbRnsUieaslie cots iSte. Anne des Monts... do 100 00° 
P. Vibert, jun....... York, Dartmouth and St. John Rivers, | ‘ 
Gaspé Basin to Point Maquereau..../Gaspé Basin ..........000. Fishery; 
officer in 
charge 
: of  fish- 
breeding 
' establiate| 
ment at 
Gaspé 
GL aa 500 00: 
John Phelan... ...... Point Maquereau to Paspebiac Point.|Port Daniél........0..01-. Overseer... 50 00: 
R. W. H. Dimock ..;Paspebiac Point to Maguasha Point.. niey Riehmond.. ..../5.. do 200 00: 
John Mowat......... Maguasha Point to River Matapedia 
including same, and Restigouche! 
River from Mission Point upwards, | 
including tributaries in Counties of | 
Bonaventure and Restigouche. ...... Mat&POdia .....\secscrersees | do 300 00 
Daniel Rosa.......... Lakes Beauport, St. Charles and ad- 
PRONG. Basle OB aanyesverorbseniconaltivedsone QUODEC ico scshetraees pansneh VY REGGIE «ap 50 00 
SR SRT Bisiles inane Lakes Philippe, Gagné and adjacent 
Lakes, and the Island of Orleans...|Chateau Richer.......... do 7a 100 00 
J. KE. Demeule...... [River du Gouffre to Canard River, | 
including inland Lakes adjacent to 
Murray Bay and St. Paul’s Bay...... BOTTA Y DAY is teencrsenesoeen do i) 50 00: 
¥. Saillant............ Waters in Counties of Chicoutimi and 
Pe MERGES irc bo5 e155 stk dah sane pater dys os ot MIOALOURE.D sates nuusedtiunsae Yee anit 150 00 
Job Bilodeau.........) Lake St. John and tributaries, Upper 
PA esis bas ohsasnnvuntutesoten de a ar Metabetchouan... ........ Warden | 50 00 
Joseph Boily......... Hscoumains to Bersimis...........66.. eee [Mille Vachesiiiicereti do ...| 50/006 
G. L. Duguay....... North Shore, from Manicouagan to . | | 
Point des Monts, including Beescie, 
Mistassini and Godbout Rivers....... SSIS Ses cas eeeeiuacesacs do ° a 100 00 
F. Thivierge......... North Shore Rivet St. Lawrence from 
| Point des Monts to Bay des Rochers, | 
including Trinity and Pentecost 
PH VRTIIG) ile opialidtun sito chess axe cesseice MOntMagny o...00 .eceeeeee do ...| 150 00 
G. Mathurin......... Moisie District, from Point Jambon to 
Point St. Charles, including Moisie 
1 EOP TOR as cd Gabbe PAR cEEh S25 fice venience s.ovenee PRCMUNS cee caze haar beet Ceentagee Overseer...| 150 00 
D. B. MeGie ......... Ksquimaux Point to Sheldrake River..|Esquimaux Point....... do ...{ 100 00 
P. Gendreau......... Watsheeshoo District, from Ateepetal 
Bay West to Little Watsheeshoo 
REVO? AGG. iis sosn cis cidguncdespiiceniede ce Natashquan......s.essesees do. sich», 200 
CON 3 10))) (:) Natashquan District, from River 
Nabisippi to Point Kegashea.. ........ Natashquan ..........ss000 do ...{ 100 00 
J. Legouvé........... St. Augustine Division, from Cape | 
Whittle to Checatica...........4 reese. Pacachoo ........ » peaaraees Warden...| 100 00 
W.H. Whitley...... Bonne Esperance Division, from Che-'! 
catica to Blanc Sablon..............0068 Bonne Espérance.........| do 2 50 00 
{Oy | eS Magdalon [aland...... ...iif+qusaced cncnes| AMONOEMGsenene. coxsesacceeses Overseer... 50 00 
A ee Waters in District of St. Francis....... SRGEDEGORE, ohs¢: os unpscgans do ...{ 150 00 
H. W. Austin........ District of Montreal and Richelieu, | 
together with Richelieu River and 
SEAT Bia ANh cescC AS ice nen cserieconseniens Chambly.......... iaesenesns do ...| 200 00 
J.B. Chevalier...... Richelieu River, from St John to Lake 
RPMAEIE DUAR '< us seveccrshemersigens 1G vsede St. Jean, Iberville....... do ...{ 100 00 
P. &B. Lnke.. ......... Mississquoi Bay in Lake Champlain 
INE: UE: AV OP inniha. in tah epnthinns ves Phillipsburg ..........0008+ do .. 50 00 
Wm. Clyde........... Chateauguay River and tributaries... Huntingdon..........00++ are 50 00 
i Egy Ts | 
Carried forward... cossooom Lactic sGicadnin ROI oxen cebel cvss<pienceceia | 5,030 00 
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PROVINCE OF QUEBEC .— Continued. 
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| 
| | | Overseer 
Name. District. Address. { or Salary. 
| | Warden 
| ' cts. 
jks Brought forward. oreo Peewee RUnE Nel nce eacha saya laa Ses eBencewes 5,030 00 
Andrew Waitt......- ‘River Chateauguay, from mouth to 
Village ...cesececreesee cerserseeeeee trees Sones \Chateauguay Basin......'Overseer .. 50 00 
Alexander Beaton.|The ‘niand waters in rear of the | 
County of Argenteuil.......see corre Lost River, P.O., Har- 
| TINQTOM....0. ceeeee eevee OME oc 30 00 
y. J. Loranger......|The inlaid waters of the County of: 
TerreDONDe..csee-cseveeseceecenevers creesees aa Sa@uveulL. ....secne reece do") ....) >) 100-08 
| Pipalemiss pig onto | SONAR A Doue saan aos es Boies | 5,210 00 
PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA. 
pete ne a a 
EN | ; ie | | 
P. S. Hamilton.......Nova Scotia ia iRobot LeveL  iiatetner es EO MLES < esleeea Oeeamateanga es Inspector. 1,400 00 
W. H. Rogers. .....: Ph neta otancius aah seepsets gens cae: era bersty 3: Jie Aha R ie bie igs 
Annapolis County. | . ee 300 00 
"Ww. T. Carty......... Aanapolis County... PIOLL CR EE gee | Aina poligh .Jidsa!t..}Overeeer al 120 06 
Miner Clark.......-. Laurencetown Bridge to Clarke’s . 
Tri yc ghecuvercpstersig ene "ore naan ine Brid VetOWN «1.066 seresecee |\Warden co 25 00 
J. Durland.......-.- Laurencetown Bridge to County Line, | 
including Nictaux River......-+.s.s- Laurencetown .....+..se do 25 00 
Chas. Barteaux ..... Nictaux Rive. ii.csesccoscseeseesrenes corarcees Wilmtotitsescpecses<s seo do 25 00 
A. D. Munroe.......: Annapolis River... sssreesererrees vecece |NUCTAUX. « ceseeeerensee verees do 25 00 
J. H. Pineo.......-++ Lovett’s Brook....sssssese ceeessere sonseereeees Round Hill .......-...-eeee do | 25 00 
Thos. Devers.....++«+ Annapolis and Languille Rivers ......+. ANNAPOLIS .....e0ee vereereee. | do 25 00 
Antigonish County. 
A. W. McDonald... Antigonish County... vrrrcrrecerees | Antigonish PA Ae, vessceeee (Overseer...| 125 06 
Lachlan Cameron..|From mouth of Harbor to foot of, | 
Marsh, thence up Tracadie stream) 
to lake, from Marsh up to Monastery | 
Brook, including French Settle-' 
ment Brook and Tarbitts.........+-ss++ TPAGAGLC ofc: cthenstes cuees ves Warden ... 25 00 
J R. AYMEeL ..ecceee ‘From mouth of Harbor to Forks, from \ 
thence on the Pomquet River to i . | 
Chisholm’s Mills, and from Forks on i 
the Black River to Falls........ Peectaes Pomquet Forks, Anti-| - 
| ; GONISD .....-eseee ceceorere do 25 06 
‘Albert Randall...... Prom shore t0 lake.....cercesesse sensor senses ‘Bayfield, W.O.....c..ce0 do 15 86 
Solin Chisholm.....|/From Antigonish Harbor to McWil-! et ; 
liams’ or st. Andrew’s Bridge......... Lower South River, 
Antigonish ....secceeree | do 25 0@ 
Angus McDonald...|From McWilliam’s Bridge to Frazer’s 
Bridge, including Big Brook...:.....2- Upper South  River,| 
Antigonish...-.s0. ese do 30 00 
John Cumming .... From Frazer’s Bridge to County line’ { 
at head of lake... ...cssessereeesee RO Upper South River, 
John Dexter.......0 From Antigonish Harbor (foot of; Antigonish......+.s+ do 20 00 
marsh) to Trotter's Mill Brook,! 
thence up said Brook to Trotter’s 
Mill, including both branches, of 
West River and Bailey’s Brook....... ‘AntiGomish ......06seeeceen do 30 00 
Donald Chisholm..|From Trotter's Mill Brook to va 
Thompson’s Dam... ..-ceseersesreesereeeees Salt Springs, Antigo- 
‘ ie) S ROARS ie fa do 25 00 
Alex. Macadam .....|From Thompson’s Dam to Addington | 
Forks’ Bridige....ssccccses sessesse ceseesees West River, Addington 
Hugh Cameron ..... From Forks’ Bridge to Pinkeytown Forks, Antigonish ... do 25 00 
Bridge, including James River and 
Beaver River... ..--sese eS eN ata Addington, W.O.....0.006 do | 25 00 
Duncan Fraser......|Erom Pinkeytown Bridge to Stewart’s | 
MLL ote eo ckatee sasssetoe socmsasensnesnancasuele ODIO ...eee eevee BO er eave do 20 00 
| Carried ees, 2,860 a0 
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PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.—Continued. 
SE SS aS A LA I EN A 
Overseer 
r Name. District. Address. or Salary 
: Warden. « 
. (De ee ee Be SSR ee Ree 
‘ | ¢ che 
Brought forward........00 CS scvinsks dup VieeeT oleh aw dat oe Se» Saree 2,860 00 
| Cope Breton County. | 
ee 
Francis Quinan..... From Low Point to South Head o | 
| Cow Bay, and north side of Mira 
Bay, including Salmon River and 
Birdie yy Rivgn cir ccc edten vetess ononesces Myd uae csei crue Overseer... 120 00 
Anthony Spencer..|Mira River, Black Brook ...............0++ Mira Gut, W. OLN pie Warden... 25 00 
Thos. Burke ........ Mira Bridge and Trout Brook............ MiraGut, W. O., Bridge- 
HWE tine Ph ee apeobeles do 25 00 
MN PRCHIBCHOD:.....:SAlMON Riveriss.cccsasesessdslecsen scovccssse> Grand Mira, Arichat | do 25 00 
Thos. Moore......... Balls and Leeche’s Oreeks................. North Sydney ............ do 20 00 
Donald McDonald../Sydney River and Forks.................4. TAA eee ov cecneepp sano | do | 20 G0: 
Alex. McLean........ SILL BP OWME coast i Risvagie sc adidslscts Gos seach SIT Brookes eecsens Hilde | 20. 00. 
York Barrington...|North of East Bay to head of Sydney 
River, including part of Boularderie | 
BOTAIUL, coahohna seh yseta dy neika df esr olineets civ Sydney Mines. ........... Overseer...) 120 00 
Alex. McDonald....;South of East Bay to BR River a Ag ay ape Sear do 120 00 
Allan McAdam..... Eskasoni..... ... SHIGA AMOI te sak vaveed wrovcests |Warden 25 00 
Angus Morrison....'Marion Bridge, Miers chtat, Marion Bridge, Mira....; do | 25 00 
Denis Murphy....... ORGS, MYUDOY MINCE sis. w5.! iiss eee seas ces Ponds, Sydney Mines...| do 25 00 
D. MeDonald........ ‘Salmon Holes, Sydney Forks............ jSydney Seer Pome Toe do | 25 00 
M. McLellan......... BOORY USPRC @ LOOK. caret fone enganeces tants ‘Rory Brack’s Brook.....! dor! WF 25 00: 
i North-West Brook, Grand ‘Lake and 
' tributaries.. SURAT AT ecurerge tenes guacts | CF, a3 25 00 
_ Don’ld McCormack|Leitche’s Creek and George’ s River...|Leitche’s Creek aha do 25 00 
| Colchester County. | 
1 a) [Colchester County, South Division....|Ouslow .|Overseer...1 100 00 
G.N. Christie...... Salmon TMC Hartah eda osdeseed ee nacre TPEUEG pps ceoda uote een Warden.. 25 00 
Samuel Frame... .. IShubenacadio River... -.c...0cssacessnepeeses Shubenacadie River. do 25. 00 
B. J. Pollock........ Stewiacke River (lower portion)....... Lower Stewiacke........ .| Overseer... 75 00 
George Fulton...... |Stew iacke,River (upper portion)........ Stewiacke River, Brook- 
. TGC ates dc yaanarradsieagess Warden... 25 00 
J. Bonyman.......... \French River,and Mill Brook............ New tA nna cont egercccs Overseer... 40 00 
J. W. Davison ...... Colchester County, North Division ...; Upper Economy. ........ do 100 00: 
J. Urquhart.......... PY GUE GEEY By EIU AT ch inc kode, poricav bts assncee 1..../Tatamagouche River...|W arden... 50 00 
W. McElheney...... De Bert es Daicanevasiateearents: Cneiasd teat ores ty Steen as at GOs a 25 06 
Henry Urquh: ae Folly RPVECF.......0000. SastsavGhskexaratutatneye ety. © ett che ee eh races qo Rng 25 00 
Hy. M. Fulton ......|/Portapique River....A@..ccccssccessseeereesees| bana’ WE Psa stcsset Go a, 25 00 
George Moore.. ‘|; Economy eres oetees tase terete macctede oe Bronarny air g, cae Ok 5G 25 00 
Mat. . Murray..... {Salmon River «.ccccscscscocssceccescscese sevees EFUTO sevscuschert ontras asa dow ie. 25 00 
William Winton...|Lower Stewiacke Riverrs.s.cc.ccosceees Lower Stewiacke........ Wor +143) 25 00 
George Ambrose...| do Unt Sar perme: do | (ee 25 00 
Cumberland County. | . | 
Isaac J. Hingley...|Cumberland County, Eastern Div- | 
ision, embracing all streams empty-! 
ing into the Straits of Northumber-,_ 
BESET t,t cancctaeaxda-pveberceea isihiarraicees Calor’ cA WAN aries sees .|Overseer...| 100 00 
Oliver Fillmore.....;|River Philip, Hanam’s Falls, upwards, River Philip............... Warden.. 25 09 
John W. Moore..... do do downwards Ne ee re ee do 25 00 
MEE. BLOWH WELL... OINIMICAS RIVEL,..cccces cssssgnpasconsscpeses Shinimicas, Goose R... * z 25 00 
Asa Filimore........ Btwn Pipi ic ckscs cosvapeoden hpassies ston: Bived PUD, ices vaccassas 25 00 
James King.......... Cumberland County, Western Div- 
ision, including all streams flowing ; 
into the Bay of Fundy. ........ sessssoee |Amherst pvtnsaa oueene neaiae Overseer...: 100 00 
David Corbett...... Laplanche and Nappan Rivers........... Re Ao eee Warden....! 25 00 
Moses Harrison...... Maccan River.....c...:-sssscscescares ae IMaccan, W.O...000 sere do f 25 00: 
DOMME TEs POATTOB cco LEGIVOL, THODOR bess. xrgcnencaceeysanene cusses abaves River Hebertees.sssss0-s do 25 00 
Francis L. Jenks ..|Parrsboro’ Head ......5 ....ceseseee cosseeses eae pauenuelvetba tee do 25-00 
W. ©. Rindress.....)Wallace River..........ccssecssees sanaes epents WH MLR GOL, iiieensdiees ak | do 30 00 
Carried forward....... .. .. Pe Ee re Le prover ile SERS «».! 4,575 00 


PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.—Continued. 


l 
| | Overseer 
Name. District. Address. or Salary. 
Warden. 
| $B cts. 
Brought wfOrwar Ue. scteevaeeesotl sez s'upsew ths reseun oneenene oe deptiissostees saves 4,575 0G 
: Cumberland County.—Continued. 
us 
Elijah Fowler.......|Diligent, Ramshead and Fox Rivers,| | 
including fisheries from Partridge| > 
Island to Spencer Island .....,....0044. Diligent River, Parrs- | 
r DULG scapetcnessivs ae avteae Warden.... 30 00 
Digby County. | 
4 
S42... Morehouse ..a, Digby County cac.cucs «sear carvsswers eres 3¥ee PISO OLE A cachsseaseuvessse Overscer...}| 120 00 
William Odell...... JOMPING RIVEL, vo ckosseatsnsaneda ses checes sear DT ODY -cccte- jesse nts specosese | VY LRGET ce 25 00 
J. M. Devault........ Salmo WiVEL,. wedssspatecriavuce bees -teeespane Salmon River, W.O.....| do... 25 00 
Lochlin McKay.....|St. Mary’s Bay........0ses00 GAR oils aio: St.Mary's ‘Bay, Av.0.s.1 sua ae 25 00 
Robert Journey.....|Sissab00 River......... ssecceneceoes scoeeeees NS CHMILOU LIT .(r cree ens esses doi" 4. 25 00 
J. P. Thibodeau....|Metaghan River and Comeau’s Brook}Metaghan River.......... CP WOR Tracy 25 00 
Holland EH. Payson|Brier and Long Island..........+.escceceeees Bier sian Coie cece ane seee Overseer .. 50 00 
Louis A. Melancon; West Division, Digby County............ TRUE. ecu siesnsats cones esaere do, = 75 00 
Guysborough County. 
James A. Tory...... Guysborough Gouin ty sc scccess-scaceveredne Guysborough. ......-.>..<- Overseer...| 150 00 
James Cook ......... Salmon River, from mouth to Gra- 
Hates West, LN C iasujsadsunler sacs scooste es Salmon River, W.O...:.|Warden ... 25 00 
James Cahill......... From Graham’s West Line to foot of 
Neil’s Lake, including North Branch 
ANG LAC icseehe hecstaecs cre sbamerecameaes Salmon River, W.O.....| do 20 00 
Charles Kenny...... From foot of Neil’s Lake to Beaver | 
: Dam Lake, inclusive, and all thal 
| Lakes through which it passes........ Salmon River, West) | 
; Branch, Guysboro’...| do 15 00 
Donald Gunn...,....;From mouth of Scott’s Place to 
Country Harbor Lake, including 
| Gunn’s Brook, from Main River to 
ye CLULIOY 8  LiBKS couse ison date goes soxkeene eee ROB 06 scccesccescarss| uO 30 06 
William Pride...... |From mouth of St. Mary’s River to, : 
| Sinclair’s Point, including streamt| 
from Wine Harbor to Lake............ Sherbrooke, St. Mary’s} do... 30 96 | 
Thomas McKeen...|From Forks to County line, includ- : 
ing McQueen’s Mill and Brook to 
Vig Oras ve rete tee ce nec eaenen, caves th IMetrod. He ulteeeeloie euee do 30 00 
Kdward Jordan.....jFrom Forks to Indian-man’s Brook ...;Glenelg ...c.cccceeesecereeee| GO eee 30 00 
Robert McKay...... ‘From head of tide to head of Inter-| ; 
vale on the North Branch, and to | 
Cameron’s Mill on the Valley 
BEBIOCD , saseesaneacneeee te oes ke peeb eee eee Guysborough, _Inter- 
: i WALOSY VO) teccen ees teers do 15 00 
James R. Bruce..... From mouth of Clam Harbor River 
| LO AIDDOL PLUS Ue eink. ot Mek oaeclsnaeons ay GUYSDOPOUGD.». cus. ,ratesd <seasesrvente 10 06 
James Nickerson...|From Beach to Falls, including North| 
WiGSt LOOK nt cs0s0 2 air aiee sapeorteseneesetee New Harbor, W.O....... do 15 00 
Allan McQuarry....iSt. Mary’s River -...cos.sossedeesasenneceees St. Mary’s River, Sher- 
DT OGK .-sosps5n tee ocut ene GO; as. 40 006 
John McDaniel...... Distries OL sSts Mary a Aiea tecesuiosy sass. BhErDrOOKs seas. sneetseee 'Overseer...| 100 00 
Adam Kirk.. ........ St. Mary’s River, extending from 
| Alex. Ross’ (above still waters) to 
Hugh Halters’, on the West River...) Glenelg....... snaeseysctetere {Warden ... 30 06 
Halifax County. 
Wm. Anderson......|Halifax County, East Division, Dart- 
mouth tO Hcum Secu mae sacacerssccees Musquodoboit Harbor..|Overseer...| .150 00 
James Blakely ...... From Ship Harbor to Chezzetcook,| 
INCIUBIVG ..ccussavcoseushiysh aedhonionwsaniendssn [EP ot Le OLecetececastt ese Warden ... 40 00 


COT NED  SOTIR ETON: doc acvncsscesy [ -aWesiswewhet ee gupuensaeebaeeusts | Sites ewes -see| 5,705 OO 


PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.—Coutinued. 


| Overseer 


Name. District. Address. or Salary. 
| Warden. 
ts. 
| LIP OUGIG JOTWUP Tea cod wus ices [ns ses savavi vy apaswes sl ade vraseee | sp Svioukpd sane 5, OS ‘00 
Halifax County.—Continued. | 
William Hall......... PRG BENGE OT orcs as kc cxecetcen obvi lies pdanese Sheet Harbor .........000 Carariect 40 00 
-John Fitzgerald.... [Halifax Harbor to Margaret Bay, l 
Pe LUe Geis Uae Wikies: cccsaneenes |Portuguese Cove......... \Overseer...! 150 00 
Archibald Kidston.|From Peggy’s Cove to Torrance Bay, | 
Nine Mile‘and Prospect Rivers........ SEV AGL sere sveenseneeess Warden ... 40 00 
Nathaniel Mason...|From Hubbert’s to Peggy’s Cove, 
| Margaret Bay, Ingraham and Indian 
DULY OPE. ve nahs vettontaacen cones ctenvesanaepaces Margaret Bay, Peggy’s 
WOWON WE chi vcerat tannans CD yds 40 00 
Lewis P.¥airbanks|Shubenacadie Canal ........, ecseesseeceees Dart 0 whi essearcsnsks \Overseer...|No salary. 
MEIC SAB VIL GID 1s ACK VULLG TRL VOL sie ces conde viceses <bitgpseencege | guesses doicevee ie ussynas Ae |\Warden.. 40 00 
Donald McCleam...jChezzetcook River...... .ssceseceeeseresenee teens TVET ed. cis re 40 00 
Donald McDonald..|/Laurencetown ..... .cssesssesesseseee soosevees |Laurencetown eae ot yey Oy MTA 40 00 
RRs Bee skad Sacaenton WPITY SRGOUUIED, ccc ade nautes soxpees ide ses cans acg9n) ECU ECU: vaervey biteas Cie 68 40 00 
Henry Balcam....... SRPPETMICS EOEMARY St cay decane ates! Pease a anacnces Salmon RAV Gi tedskeeal es MOO” sss 40 00 
John McCurdy.... .|Middle Musquodoboit...........s006 csesseeee teuaucheyn givacdi etn Sade ted Cue, 40 00 
MCR UDAG.....f LANGICN RIVEL....,c.0s0r¢ dcedeteorse sonoreses Tangier: LINGLE «scaspeces GO Ve. 40 00 
Neil McLean......... Pennant River............ At He erpie eis Pennant River... :....... Co Soa 40 00 
HM. P. Moshet.....:0« PAORILGE’ S TELW GT wa tarveden xs Ak se eden sascxenanid Mosher’s River.........0«. do “| 40 00 
| 
Hants County. 
‘P. S. Burnham...... Hants County, Western Division, to ~ 
Western County Line to Walton.....| Windsor ......-..cs00e sxesu Overseer...| 100 00 
John W. Dinsmore!Shubenacadie River from Stewiacke 
River to Halifax County line......... [Shubenacadic ........00006 Warden... 30 00 
-James Mosher....... Rivers Meander and Hebert, from 
WARING SOULOR is csde aetna ste -csvadecs BGO LUT iitas sing ckexsteont Qa ek 30 00 
T.B. O Brien........{|EHast Division from Walton to Col- 
PATS MISO pcs anexeaccescans varass Fenny toss MGILIAING. syandusceauencen cies Overseer...| 100 00 
Joseph Mosher...... Kennetcook River from its mouth to| 
BOR AO a cr spud/abcaes id) cob cnsede vpusss INOW DOE bins <cntsacsscces sharncl PYAR OD) can 50 00 
James M. O’Brien..|Walton and Kennetcook Rivers......... MGIVIGAG §..ccrsdigastaster|) 0 | mwas 30 00 
Inverness County. | 
Hugh Gillis. ......... Inverness County, East ee es Pee Margaree......... Overseer...| 100 00 
Murdoch A. Ross... do Gh) eae aacesns WY, He Margareo:.cacesascex|, G0 sen 100 00 
Peter Coady......... Erom mouth of Margaree River to 
South-west Chapel.............cssscsseees S.W. Margaree, W.O...} do ... 25 00 
Neil McKay.......... ‘Upper waters and tributaries, Margaree! ‘ 
IVEY csp sorsenlse ieee TEE ER Margaree River, Mabqp Warden.... 25 00 
John Cameron...... Inverness County, Western Division..|River Inhabitants......°. Overseer..| 100 00 
John Meagher....... Mabou River .iscscseessnsssseesnsestosnegsisses PROTO iti wc atisshant hones Warden... 25 00 
Michael McDonald| River Dennis...........csccese.ceeeeees seeeveeee (River Dennis, W.O......| do  .. 25 00 
Donald McDonald..|River Inhabitants .............cseeee ceeeeeees River Inhabitants,W.O} do... 25 00 
Angus Cameron ... do pep Betton: ly ene ae do do G0 2 25 00 
A. McLellan....,..... do MO Sebsdtssckk totktaeds s40bseuek [BPOAG OGVG:.iccs<snxceces ee 25 00 
Hugh Cameron..... do Gia iret aksdeh Sates waponuase IS.W. Mabou...... oss OG! 2b 25 00 
James McGarry ....|Ainslie Lake ......ccseecessesseeeeeeee vensenens [Margaree sapnsVasorvsnpensns GO ass 25 00 
Kenneth McKenzie|Crowdis Bridge to head of river........ Big Intervale, N. E. 
MAP ERrOO....-cssesocacdree GO- as 25 00 
Malcolm McLeod... do rs be ee oe | do do ae ee 25 00 
Mark Crowdis ...... ‘From Crowdis Bridge to Forks, North- 
east Margaree River .........c00 ssessees do do si AO ans 25 00 
George Ingraham..|/From Crowdis Bridge to Forks, North- 
east Margarece Rivef.........ccresssecssees do do ebe) On 25 00 
John Carroll.........|From Margaree Harbour to South-west 
IGN ankss ns ov idnnics conn buawgp naled segs tasexe S.W. Margares.........0 Go se 25 00 
Carried forward. cree savsscece|vevecsscsss vaeseesnecns secevnese Sasaieianaesnes 7,325 00 


f 
8 
PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.—Conzinued. 
ee ————————————————_——E——————————_———_—_—_—_———— SS -- 
. Overseer 
Name. District. Address. or Salarv. 
Warden. 
sn | — | ————_- 
{ $ cts. 
Brought: fOTWAi casos vyove sts seawewersuaee socoongye sets Rael ance ee aes | 7,325 00 
King’s County. - | 
cierrek 125 00: 
Adolphus Bishop...} King’s County........ccoessceeessenee ceeesuees Kentville’... teen Overseer.. 250 00: 
John KH. Starr........| mer wee TS TeeeBeted Aan pease Cee ee Port William BA eA on Pees 30 00 
Wo Mcintyre........jANNADOLIS RiIVEL....00 s1.cer ensue tastes ccens: (RCDUVIIIC oar reopen inv cpeecel |Warden... 20 00» 
Trad Benjamin ...... GAS POLAK 211 ibeliy i tautanenape eediset Weneeeeae Gras pevaux =..008. 0.00. dO1l-e 20 00: 
Jno. Buchanan ...... LON Gawssesebans sadynessuar saint meres ree | CG. WS YE TINGS Bos do 
Lunenburg County. | 
Geo. Redden. ...... ;Lunenburg County, Hast Division, | | | 
Middle, Gold, Martins and Musha- 
| mush Rivers.....+.-+-e0sssee- OS CPO TESTOR: <n gr eieet voae vanes ‘Overseer...| 100 00° 
Geo. Moland........ jWastern: RIVET es oie selepes taste needa: MO SE eee Warden...’ 25 00: 
eas. COTkUnis..s.-5-| MICdLG RIVED sts: ...eiee-s sR ncoetabeitebeaes he CLO! r Avagaen iaaduane otaoae ees dO Ves 25 00- 
Wm. Moshevr......... Lower Gold River ....... ART Onay Lee GOT LR tie enaee do 25 00 
sohn Hutt...03.t.5.. Whiadle Gold: Rivers cise cieeibe soeie see Beech Hill, Chester..... do 25 00: 
Badward Boylan. .utGord Rrver) Upper ...t. sue crsar: seen boeneee NOW) BOGS siicesccsers estes | do 25 00" 
Jas. Langille........ Marti SORT VEU tn seeetlce sete h wesetehiantn Oe stern sisiwetalcecs sober GO fie 25 00" 
Hy. SOSBasiner sce. /Lunenburg County, West Division. ...;Lunenburg.............00. ‘Overseer...| 100 008 
Chas. Pernette......,.From mouth of Lahave River to 
SV Te Su COVG atau ccs es weet es sep erect se CLOD oh sroveere sam snnee Warden ... 25 00 
MOA TED tansepete sent Wilkie’s Cove to Henry Koch’s.......... Brid géwater \.0..2..c.6... Beir yas 25 00 
Jas. Mossman ....... Frou Henry Koch's to Knock’ 6.0: 2...0, | UN ONDULS oo eee sno ep ats Gotan 25 00+ 
Edward Morgan....| Knock’s to source of Lahave River....;|Lahave River, New 
Germany, W. O........ days [ee 25 00 
John Andrews...... Mars iamush RIVET paancseesas>ceonrsee seusele oe Mahone Bay-...0.. 20.1, dota 25 00+ 
Geo. A. is ond Sei River, mouth to Wallace Brook] Petite River ............... Oe 25 00 
Eli Hebb........ files Petite River, from Wallace Brook to 
. . | SOUPCO MCU set sk Aas eons Umea tag sa Hebb’s. Cross, West 
William Craft.......! Kast Gold River, from Boungald’s} Conquerall...............| Oh Ves ite 25 00 
Point to Gold River Branch, thence 
| to Clarke’s, Clinton’s and Henry’s | 
Tales sis, ters teee a HPAL SLT a 3 Chester Basin.i./. 5.2.04 do /: 45 25 00) 
| 
Pictou County. | | 
John McDonald.....;Pictou County, Hast Division, in- . 
| cluding Satherland’s East, French | 
and Barney’s Rivers, Bailey’s Brook! 
and shore fishery from Pictou Har-i be 
bor, Eastward to County Line........ Ponds, WO) ....2rsane Overseer...; 170 007 
os MECIR AV oA Athena DANO VES IV OPe.scctssgs cedosten spn ssechns vine Barney’s River, W.O...|Warden ...' 25 00 
Donald Rankin .....|Sutherland River .............eese cesses seeees New Glasgow ........0 hed ake 25 00» 
William Stewart!!))| French River .00.05.0 cdeec cel swsss'evesnsess French River .............. Cures 25 00 
Dan McLean......... (BOG y Se DIOGO eh tae ntccshibvca ea oes ‘Bailey’s Brook, W.OQ... do "| 30 00» 
Thos. Graham..... |Pictou County, West Division, in- 
| cluding Middle, West, Cariboo, | 
| ‘Toney and John Rivers... ...ssc..:.006 New Glasgow ......s0000 Overseer...| 140 00 
John Turner......... EP TOMCH MULV OE 1.55 detcnsia sense sensual iets ank French River .............] Warden ... 25 00° 
Wm. Smith ..i::..... BastiRiverwiven ee ee ee, opalaeddalt dks Bast River 3.20. 0... Goreng 25 00 
Robert Archibald.|Middle River. v....0c.2.0,.ceccecewe sos ssonscee's |Middle River...........08- don wae 25 00% 
Wm, Bvang eis... Wiest River ti sss s)he tated uetoa tee ba tle West - Rivers. oesthe eres do 25 00 
A. McKenzie ........ TPOMEY. TANT 2 aes: one la eek OPE IAS nauk ee Toney Riverine ich. ioe. do 25 00 
David Langille..... River J@lin eats ti teehee rawaseg atc once ORIVEr J OMI aac e eras do 25 00 
George MeKenzie!|Cariboo River ...i.iachelod a -bdecae overeat Cariboo River i.e: do | 25 00 
John McDonald.....|/Barney’s River, from McDonald’s | 
Bridge tol Bteads oie enya Se Barney’s River, W.O...| do ... 25 00 
Pe Delaney ho ccoc<s Kast River, from Iron Bridge to 
| Grant’s Factory, from tide to Iron 
Bridwe Cal: Mine 5a.) cocssssccdee doe ‘Churchville 3210).. e.cce oY OG 25 00« 
William Frazer.....|Grant’s Factory to East Branch LakejBridyeville ........... s+ Fed Oe come 25 00 
Donald Frazer.....,/Fork and West Branch Lake ......-.... TODS WET cprareva cry kane |: omen 25°00 
Carriéd, JOTWATE 160 ce ccckss pS eae cate es heres | Geta | 9,010 00 


EE eee 
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PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.—Continued. 


Overseer 
Name District. Address. or 
Warden 
| BF OUGHE FOTWOTC.. eine stocks |navsas szsvisusnredilonvavendaxaavs | cctnspded sonres 
: Queen's County. 
Samuel T.N.Sellon|Queen’s County ... ........00. cssccsee sevens DVR ROOE cy sceesen csascies Overseer. 
Stephen Clements..|Fort Point to Salmon Rocks, Milton 
Bridge, on Liverpool River ............ GEG come creda cegvvereabeas Warden ...! 
Theodosius Ford .. Cea, ban up to Port Liverpool | 
PP) TRE DIN, et dd sg dE AN Vee deca yecnseseinn MELLOD Acsimiaar adpidejekens BU Wrage! 
William Buchanan Bainau Rock to Puddingpan Island, | 
SPOWNG Cire OAR 6s iosdacs odaccages unser’ LAverpood: Kei sss he bdo, 4 
Henry Hooker ......)Puddingpan Island to Toby’s Island,| . | 
up Port Medway River, to Dog Cove|Port Medway .. cota id: ihe 
John Fitzgerald ...;From Steam Mills to Salter’s Falls on 
Port Medway River ..scsssssssssesseses. IMi1] Village ..ss.+sesesess ries ae 
Barnabas Miles..... Salter’s Falls to Pawn Hook on Port | 
MAG WAY RIVEO iat 2a hiiey cv nesosesenss Greenfield, W.O +.s..60. ee Cees 
Stephen Smith...... Pawn Hook to Brookfield ............040+ Liverpool cischetiwns a dQ. 2x 
Jonathan Smith ...|Fort Point to Western Head, Liver- | 
TCMEATLLET DOT we A stccasssnnstac ttvdes soeskeeas Cy GA i aeeiivcks dear aoe do | 
James Farquhar ...| Western Head, Liverpool Harbor, to) 
Broad River, Port Mouton and Port| | 
SOUT Goytsvic sey) koeehWvs weceh snk bt Ries eda gL CULO File gibvidelssteeders GO. ne) 
Solomon Lonas.....|Port Medway River ...........scc0e:-seeseeee pea Village Mavageeusviary | Oss cae 
| Richmond County. ) 
Duncan Cameron..|Eastern Division, from River Bour-; 
geoise to East Boundary of County, | 
Includin yp Said LiVSr sisi lee ceees eo sees jSt. Peter’s.. .|Overseer.. 
meemrUruunaet..,. GANG River. .GAci6s decsccsces! dasssassedssenee ‘Grand River, W. ‘Os Ge keh iWarden.. | 
Edward Ballam....| Western Division, from River Bour- 
geoise to West pe e tac i PLTICD EE cncssascuncsee® dete’ Overseer...| 
P. W. Grouchy..... Decousse River. a .|Decousse River, Arichat| Warden .. 
Jno. Proctor, sen...| [Inhabitants Riv Ate Be CARE "..|Port Hawkesbury eek do “ 
Abraham Sampson Pemt Deprat Inlet. ..<.....0 ccaccsssauccesenne Petit: Degrat vat..cc7.. Warden... 
SUSUHIAN Sampson) L’ AAO ......504 sade canoe hadecvesse syyeansdosds Li? AYE O1RB: cscioces ove thuees do | 
has, Grant.......+ EEEWOT LTA DITA ER iis ca nnnacdrsneas acon nsesene River Inhabitants........ GO ss 
Alex. Smith.......... West Bay, Black River....s.scesssevesscess OW EG EX Viateesessse «nanusx do a, 
Edward Madden....|Rear of River Bourgeoise............0s008- River Bourgeoise......... GO ‘nec 
Geo. Donahoe. ..... PINE MOULD: prccesesencoee: noe 1 abneanbon cde hee River Moulin, Gran- | 
digue Ferry, O... | rh ee 
Patrick Kyte......... SRE WEY DOP ccsuiescs yeccedsveeteber sheredecnenss<s River Tier, St. Peters.) do ...| 
Felix Gerroir........ Grand Rujeeeat.....c.ccscorcsvs sersovees soneee Grand RuisseauArichat| do ...| 
William Kehoe......1\False Bay and Breen’s Brook...........+ \River Bourgeoise, W.O} do ...! 
Shelburne County. 
Henry Ryer.......... Shelburne COoaDpty icssacasdsrdcccasoncucanased NODULE sxevensnd Fnvendens PU, 
William McKay.. a he G6. BivePacccssevenccodkestdet-amaxvanwnss OC ti” ceneavdanerntiact Warden .. 
M. Greenwood... ..|Round Bay River and Indian Brook...|Clyde Riv er, W pss dekh do 
George Archev...... Birobio wu, iver ccacsedks dissnancsspaccays Shelburne.. do 
Richard McGill.....| Roseway River........ccesecseeseeeseener venees Beis” uitgsh copsenvennss do 
James Turner.......;JOrdan River.....ccccccccccceseres secseseesees to?) "Shy aia Ge do 
L. Freeman........... .»-|Sable Ri VOL, .iisvtccevissdeccsesesacety ¢.0gs0e Sable River, W.O.. | do 
Henry Ackerman... Green Harbor... .ca..ccceeseeere recess sveereees Ragged Island, Locke’s 
Island, W. Ou. do 
P.1Orowell.......000. Barrington River. ..sercorcceececceeessevees Barrington... do 


Victoria County. 


<a Victoria County, North Division....... Ln POmISN,. cing stekenwexennss’ 
Donald nen do South Division........ Da deol. vcsdepiscasdrksgcnes 
John DERE ALI os ces MEIGS BRVGE: sccnnecavtch ctstacessnsse svesseqes Middle River, W. 
Baddeck .. 
| Carried forward, .....0000.s0001 |eoveveere concer ornees sence secees 


| 


0, 


Overseer... 


do 


.| Warden ... 


eee Cee ewneee 


120 00 
120 00 


25 00 


10,570 00 
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PROVINCE OF NONA SCOTIA.—Continued. 


eA, PRY TGS SM SERS IT RR SS NS ES ERY ay CR nO Te REE ee 
Overseer 
Name. District. Address. or Salary. 
Warden. 
$. cts. 
Brought SOrward Avssiceaeesse] sekeidvessecatvacctasiecstearavel were tenga) 10,570 00 
7 Victoria County.—C ontinuéd. 

.John McDonald.....|Middle River, Upper Settlement......... DAU CeCe eh seencgs ase stet .|Warden ... 25 00 
Donald McQuarrie. COGN ahi descda cteatedee on etais os Hebee ences item | WENMP RS yr oe, dosinets 25 00 
Donald McMillan...|Baddeck River........... factecoeon ea teseutres Middle River, W. O., 

Baddeck........ Glidennseet alia cr 25 06 

‘Donald McAulay... do MEAcT vaeawaigesuviom peel .|Baddeck.. GO +. ten 25 00 
Hector McKenzie..|North River...... bauer Heese Ade enaeseeeRepean North River, W. 0. Gans. 25 06 
Donald McRae...... Baddeck River and tributaries........... Bad Ge O..% .tet ek aeecaes be GO Aiud 25 00 
Francis Arnold.....|Baddeck River, North ei cee Pasheenins MLD}. qisbivatee ds tatees aoe OG: a eee 25 00 
Angus MeDonald...} Washabuck River Miscse-oc.dthcooiese Gotan) filed sees GDN eee 30 00 
‘Kenneth Campbel Windian Brooke). 2eaiath on sake Middle River... OGiemGr 30 00 
moderick Beaton, UUme River. cs.ccstssen lane coseasneterseeene McNaughton’s, W.O....| do. ... 30 00 
William Foyle...... PELEEE DPOOK yh. Uae dase macarwodes seubbe Baddeck« Riveriisits.< aig. ot: 30 00 
John McCharles....;|Upper Settlement.........-.csscccssses cesses Middle River...........00. dO... sae 30 00 
Donald Bochaman..|Barachois River......s.s-ssescesseesassee eevee Barachois River.......... oe a 30 00 
Maleolin Melyer.../ {indian Brooke isp cvcaslGs poss Whe cesescovdaces Indian Brook..... abies IG ieee 380 00 

Yarmouth Gace 
Enos Gardner....... Yarmouth County... -atee9) WAISIROIE 0c tds teased ce soaaeh Overseer...| 100 00 
J. A. Hatfield... ....;From Reynard’s Falls to Lower Nar- 
rows, Dusket Rivers. :..i8.i.. cscs xences Ginn js cbalien. Uoaae aut Warden... 50 00 
William Sens Gurill’s Bridge to Coldstream .. ....-++ AG! Wavatssmecrecetsear avcresd a Omer 25 00 
William Prosser.....;Branches of River above Reynard’s 
POMS Ue. sratavavs sence Sects adetseeseceveselconhs DO? Dicsessttuhssctustanesns dG ss 25 00 
Eustace Nickergon|Salmon River...........scsssccosseccooeds sense Yarmouth Ucs.ticiss ete. iQ. iilese 25 00 
Edward Perry...... Brittle IVER coauscus) concssnssacesaspaeoeateien. Gor Ue cisak. ek. gat des Go. 25 00 
Jerome: Doucet:.:.:. Pisket: Rivers... .oc.s0e vesesecce dbecces¥ncavese Tusket My 2u...csesseedies yer doan 3. 30 00 
Vital Muise........... Tis 04 OPEB LES beivvert de seweaesocaste Tusket Forks..........:.0. dG, 25. 00 
Josepl M,  Wihite...| Bel Laakes..c3s devon cseeies os cceecteaedaeetec tes MUL ARB: co/si suakel s oaaee Oi. 4 25 00 
! Popa bides: Sa Ws suum Himecomsra ais tie 11,285 00 
PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 
Wai. :V-ennine.....| New Brums with: 20.5055 desseteshocsdesavocny St/Johiny NBA i... Inspector | 
of Fish’ries} 1,400 00 
My See WCU ING, coarse civic ieetvtesoehove bes Cameebis tren teen este eeeets GLO fi awh Secateurs ae cvs | 400 0@ 
Albert County. Le | 
Winthrop ‘Akerly..jCounty Of Albert ii2icor.sscteenecesteecs TAT VOY. scesonsne sesainecsshs Overseer...| 100 00 
Wallace pi haniny AE OUGOUIAC TAWOL caets ss ssus aeestean ts ticises COVErGAle, s..rhentiacasoss ee ‘Warden = 40 08 
C. McLatchey.......|Mouth of Peticodiac River and Dor- | 
chester Bay ii deiiae. eats alasbanha shan Hillsboro’ ¥Saistats steeoee Ov bikes 40 00 
Jacob Beck ........... POLS CR iver cies. s, vavetcegssshaeaeeln nese FEV OIN wnviwssae soshn tevedadenct do | 30 00 
Pere. KINNG yess: Germantown Lake and iin River| Hopewell oe do 40 00 
EL US Be eee. Rocher Bay 2:20 FUR A eheeny faeces cesses :| Waterside ..... ...-00: | do 40 00 
| 
Carleton County. | YY | 
Hugh Miller ......... Miramichi River (S.W.), from Head 
Waters to Forks. Ak ineieeues Glasswillarvsccussavecdeste |Overseer... 30 00 
Hugh Harrison......\S8t. John River and tributaries from 
Long’s Creek to Tobique River ...... | Woodstock B dchen edt tcc 100 00 
MAS GMrerL ULE costs bg OLN RIVET. Livesdyirennseseieteeey easen Upper Woodstock........ Warden. Se i 30 60 
MAW e Scotts. St. John River, from Hel River to ads. 
} WiOUGstOGk 40.08 ssncsescensetctnetmereeeare Canterbury. ......... 1 30 00 
‘William Thompson|The Upper Waters of the South West 
Miramichi in the Parish of Aberdeen|East Glassville,Smith’s | 
Li Wids Olas cureasce eee ae do. ..f 80 00 
Carried forward. uw... Sale alleged een es: ic oH 2, 310 00 


i 


re 


PROVINCE UF NEW BRUNSWICK.— Continued. 


Overseer 
Name. District. Address. or Salary. 
Warden. 
$ cts. 
AEUOUT TL, FPEOE Gaon y bays ral ee abalon Sins tartan dort nese «esses ] shies soovnnenn tt Raeeere aan 
Charlotte County. 
B. L. Cunningham|Inner Bay of Passamaquoddy............/Chamcook, W. 0........./ Overseer... 40 00 
James Brown........ Campo Bello and West Isles, with 
Coast and Streams in Charlotte Co.|Campo Bello...........s06 do 100 06 
Patk. Curran. ..... St. Croix River and tributaries ......... Milltown, St. Stephen.| do 120 00 
W. B. McLaughlin|Grand Manan Island and spawning 
UOTE chine sctsesbdse tia No ntdions -04e4s Grand Manan...........00 do ...} 240 00 
Saml. Dick........... St. George to Beaver Harbour........... La Téte, W. O......... ..| Warden .. 30 06 
Robert Dixon....... Seeley’s Cove to Lepreaux.........: sees |LOPPOAUX.....se0csvees voveer Cs or 30 00 
Leonard Best........ Kast District from La Téte to Lepreaux|Beaver Harbour, W. O..|Overseer...| 100 00 
Wa. BST oss co evends PIG e VAAN ceo acoked ks Pie b dso pesesedeveedens Deer TS LAME .scts Pacatanes do 50 00 
Jags. Russell.......... From St. Andrews to mouth of St. 
MPEOLE AGO? cadet bata ane tore cath vahe St» ANGLAWE ss) searyesss Warden ... 30 OG © 
Gloucester County. 
Jas. Hickson......... River Nipissiguit and tributaries, with 
sea-coast and streams from Belle- 
dune River to Grindstone Point...... BAGIUPSU ss concise ste sedevues Overseer...| 250 00 
Wm. Batemen ...... Ni pissigral te RIVer..s cnacvie> inn dgnetens <eieadns GE) gobi canis ooteatennen Warden... 50 06 
Juste Hache ......... Oyster Bedsin County Caraquet and 
ETE ORT satus tcnrttiecernspuheeMensdkeest AYAQUCL. Hi iewdeced fests Overseer...| 100 06 
SUMMREEE OME SEV OY 5.5, | 1 PEGAGIO Cale os Yee scbunens (aden series speessene Tracadie, W. O...<nstees Warden... 30 06 
EE POI: 55207, 1& ORSHIOUCHE.. etactheradattleos pieces ssbans ene Pokemouche...... ...ssseee do &. 30 06 
Fredk. Comeau.....;/From Belledune to Mill Brook ........... Elm Tree, Madisco...... do 40 00 
Miles Dempsey...... Salmon Beach from Bass River to . 
Me SATINCStONG. POINT. o.c)k0v00Frigencored aia Salmon Beach........0000 do 30 06 
. Tim. Coughlan..... Grindstone Point to Grand Anse ......j]Grand ANS ...e6.seeeceees do 30 00 
’ PI IRELe: DOLMIANY ALO DIDPRGAN.,...5.cansned adobsodecvesnessatiworsasene LPO PAD cacavod vues ewaeet do 30 00 
PORRODOR Ss chaee cesses TOCCAGAUCRS RIVER... .c.0c.0n0sslgewudy sacs Teteagauche, Bathurst] do 25 00 
John Calnan, jun../That part of River Teteagauche from 
R) a mile above the Mill Dam to the 
Bource Of SAIC) River.scncce.s-soscsesssess UGA, bands ccarerst/anxes Ot) acs 25 06 
Alexis Landry, jun./ Pokemouche River..........sss00 cesses seeve PokKeCMOUCHE Jarsad reyaceees Overseer... 50 00 
Kent County. 
Oharles Cormier..:| Cocagne River........0:ssssscccsrsccsers cesses LO QA10G sich pcs slvend chet Overseer...| 100 00 
J.McD. Sutherland] Richibucto River... .....,... see cesses seeeee| RICDIDUCEO...reecee coeeeeees i Co ee 75 00 
F. B. Légaré.......0 Little Buctouche River......... css recess Little Buctouche River| Warden ...! 30 00 
4 M. A. Girourd...... Big do PGi, caper dehaghangaty sory Bruictouch areas. sxquk saceds GG Su 30 00 
{ James Harnett...... From the mouth of Nicholas River on 
; the Richibucto upwards, including 
PYRG OSG RET T rs ds ites sian hay anonph cones Weldford River........... do 30 08 
Lazare Guimon.....|From Kouchibouguacis to Chockfish 
CREWOL, ficacs tetadn hand ail etaeks Meokasebee to5e%s Kouchibouguacis......... do 75 00 
Nicholas Muzzeroll|From Kouchibouguacis River to 
Poi, CADE a ias chapossse es timaageeteciets OE. x hme sxpees GO ithe’ 50 06 
Kings County. 
Dalnageabiieagtah Sssinbecs Kings County........0. cesses sees se seeeee/SSeX, Apohaqui......../Overseer...| 100 00 
Samuel Goslin..... From Mouth of Smith’s Creek up- 
WHRITIRS &: cccs'scuavkiad nie ceeneain waned Smith’s Creek, W. O... . ie 100 00 


Mill Stream............ Studholm, Apohaqui...|Warden ... 30 00 


St. John River and Belle Isle Bay and 
streams running thereinto...........+6. 
Washademoak Lake and its tributaries : 
in Kings and Queens Counties.......;/English Settlement, 


Samuel F. Ryan... 
N. H. Deveber...... 


Samuel Gamblin... 


WostGeld . iccuscesackssincsd Overseer... 50 00 


Pearson's W. O........ Warden... 30 00 
Carciad. Somme rd icccescceccccesal cessoncseanenns cates abecencssuce| soeene consesess 4,440 00 


; Includes boat hire. 


—_ $$ 
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ee 
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Mee OF NEW BRUNSWICK. —Continued. 


Overseer 
Name. District. Address. or 


——— ey ey 


a — 


Brought forward, sista ss tssede |ieoseasocevcar secee scessuboates leceuseretenese 


Northumberland County. 
PrudentRobichaux| Burnt Church River and tributaries, 


and Upper Tabusin tai.) i Jiec .cscsuet Upper Neguac... .|Overseer... 
John Stymast....... Lower Tabusiniac Rivers. 5 22%. sree Stymast Road, Neguac. Warden .. 
William Blake...... Tabusintac River, tributaries and Bay|Tabusintacs.......2.0.sene. Overseer... 


Amos Perley.........|Miramichi River and Bay, east of 
Beaubair’s Island, in the Parishes 


of Glenelg and Chatham...... ........ Chatham isicssecs cscibee do 
William Cushman.|Miramichi River and tributaries from 

Beaubair’s Island to Blackville....... Upper Nelson.........4.... do 
N. B. T. Underhill.|From Lower line of Blackville to 

Bisse ais caylee eaccnens cpatiaaday ee dadae Blaekiwilleissussyises. do 
BO: LOAN (...0.4- Miramichi River (N. Ww. ) and tributar- 

ies from Chatham Ferry upwards.....|Newcastle .........cccseeee do 
Aaron Hovey........ Miramichi River (S. W.) and tribu-} 


taries from Nelson’s to Head of 


Frovey Tshasidy. (tits. wisees: nee cceeeeeas BOLESLOWiixies cisnsvesereesd Warden ... 


George Bryanton..|From Elm Tree Brook to SquireUnder- 
hill’s, on the 8. W. Miramichi River.|Derby, W. O.......-...008 do 
Kenneth Cameron.|Miramichi River (S. W.) from line of 
blissfield to the head waters and 


LEIDWTATIOS.. sine cise s-recatas tan seteee eae BorestOwn.!...t0), 2.10.05 Overseer... 
Patrick Bergin...... From Underhill’s to Stephen Mit- 
CHeULS OMNIS. 2 Wrest, etd coche nada te Dumphey, W. O. Parish 
Blackville, S. W. 
Miramich iii s0...d2/..t Warden.. 
Thomas Smith ..... From lower end of Fingley’s Island : 
on N. W. Miramichi, upwards, and 4 
the Bio Sevoglel. LAN ity isa. Gis North Esk, Red Bank, 
f Wie Oita secesee eth Siteate do 
D. Somers ............ From lower side of Ox Bow, on the 
Little South West, upwards........... do do Overseer... 
Patrick Gillis........ Little S. W. River and tributaries ...... do do _...|Warden.. 
Denis Hogan........ |Renous River and tributaries ..........0 Renous Bridge, W.O...|Warden .. 
Thomas McKenzie.|From Dunbar’s Point on N.W. Mira- 
michi to lower end of Fingley’s 
Island; on Little South West to 
lower side of Ox BoWssssssescsssseeees Red Bank, North Esk.., do 
Henry Oldfield...... Big Sevogle to Square Forks............. do do 21/0 ude 
Robert Brimner..... Napan & Black Rivers and tributaries..| Napan, W.O..........0e+6 do 
John Williston......,Bay du Vin River and Bay, with 
Parish of Hardwick, Fox and other ‘ | 
Islands, and Stations on South side | 
of Main Channel of Miramichi River Bay du Vin, W.O........ Overseer... 
James Russell ..... |Miramichi River and Feeders ............ Lower Newcastle. ...... do 
Thomas Taylor......;South West Miramichi, within Parish 
; of Blissfield.. s| Blisefikdic.sss.ss casssesoecee Warden.. 
William Wyse...... Herring fisheries, Miramichi Bay, ‘and 
. Bass fishing in Napan Bay and 
Bbacle Rly ers: 5 <.Sspntannececch sane eetet ses Craters. 29's «(esansee ‘Overseer.. 
Michael Donovan..|Renous River.. ‘ | REMOUSABYIA GC. ss nsenvece! Special 
Samuel Freeze......|From Doaktown to Hov ey Islands, i in Guard... 
the Parish of Blissfield, on the 
South West Miramichi River.......... Doaktown, Miramichi..|Overseer... 
John Holmes........ From lower side Ox Bow on Little 
South West Miramichi, upwards.....|0x Bow, Miramichi..... do 
Nat. Morehouse..../Arbo Settlement, Parish of Black- 
ville, South West Miramichi........... Arbo Settlement......... Warden... 
J. T. Cochrane ..... Cochrane Settlement, Parish of Black- 
ville, South West Miramichi. ........ Cochrane Settlement...| do 
Joseph Chaplain...|Whitney Settlement, North West 
MAPAMI CI Gitied, Sie ade iobecda ret tahoe |Whitney Settlement, 


Red Bank, W.0O........1 do 


Carried forward (iia. UGA A, ON We ua aa 


> ° ° . ° 
. ° . . ° 
° e ° . ° 

§ coat = — 0 SS SS eee 
= Lo 


100 00° 


30 00- 
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‘PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK.—Continued. 


| Ae | _ | Overseer 
Name: District Address. or Salary. 
| Warden. 
at ee eee Ee EE eee ee ee Art EN PR SR Ss Ea 5 ee aaah 
| $ cts 
STOUT SOT IOS Con spacanspnaed Patel chide betas Coke vs00 seseesces | devh> Avenel | 6,618 00 
Queen's County. 
Isaiah Langan...... PSRIMON NVERi ses: ncestseee 4s obdadd evssoveee [Chipman W.O, Gas- 
k POROR UR eatin sa seetves Warden ... 30 00 
Gloun -secotd..4.. .|Odnnan,, River scctit: adWeesscacseotesavesass Long’s Creek, Johnston| do... 30 00 
I. T. Hetherington|From Cole’s Island to foot of Wasba- 
famagk, LAK Gels eies wosereradeareprrars Jenkins, W.O.Johnston| do «a0 30 06 
W.H.-Olark..;...... Narrows, Washademoak Lake........... Cam Drid ge 22. ead asses do" "au 25 OC 
John J. Camp.......|Jemseg River and Grand Lake........... GD av gtedeee tee a0 Gan 30 00 
Robert McMann.....|Newcastle River and Grand Lake...... Oannin gy i.12 31-0 ae Aaa! dO. | ats 25 00 
Restigouche County. | 
Ei, Forguson ........ Little Dune River to Morris Rock...... [Dalhousie ih atdpeeeeavand Overseer...| 100 00 
William MecMillan.|From Little Belle Dune to Eel River,| — 
SOL Get Ces dan sxgsnvaVatencanes' New Mills, Black Point. do ...| 100 00 
APU GE Neste JUN] CHALLO RV eT isi... cvcsacsrvatustcasseeoiessescons Qharlo;. W Owe eed Warden ... 25 00 
“J, MoMillan......:... |Jacquet River... ss sscce eeeenseeeee cerns | River Louison, W.O..... Gow lags 25 00 
DugaldCarmichael | do from mouth to Kettle Hole.| do Or 25 00. 
| | 
Sunbury County. 
“Reuben Hoben...... St. John River, Indiantown, to County | 
PAE, OW SIE sey sph vied ism avnins Chasi wean Burton, W.O...,c.0+00005.|Overseer..| >) 100.00 
St. John County. | 
boos. 0 Brien..i;si.< Pas COURS tacaasier dees yeh esavoens SE SOR een: ee da AM whl 150 00 
; Wm. Skillen......... Eastern part of St. John County, from 
Quaco Head to Goose River........... Git, WEASAUR enc rtentes Lae a 100 00 
a | Victoria County. | 
‘CG. McClusky......... EGE. OE LUT IBi ka wxephskershe sewn edesst Grand Falls.............../Overseer...| 100 00 
‘Chas. Roberts...... Lower Division, Tobique River ......... PUAN GOR chcete iyi tetevesi an Warden... 30 00 
Jno. McDougall..../Three Brooks, branch of Tobique 
TEA CUN cacdsaakiesv sn iawasnys tues ses ysetrFai vests Rocky Brook, Parish of | 
OTH Gack ciavenntvw (Verena GV, aan 30 00 
ME Bodelhnn....dcbns0: SPENT TREO Seca c sual untearviakais. 44446 BOA GURIS cc cnkccaoseiac iter QOh-\Foksa 30 00 
Donald Fraser...... ERG Tepe BRS ah CSR RE JS Se ee ae Arthurette, W.O......... tee 30 00 
| “Thos. Edgar......... \Middle Division, Tobique River......... LOPES IVEUB, (cderseece ss G0. vee 30 00 
Edward Petal geen Division, Tobique River........... |Tobique River, Parish 
| Of LOTne tte aise | aaa 30 00 
Westmoreland County. | | | 
W. B. Deacon....... | Shediac Harbor and River................ iShediac aT St Te. | Overseer... 100 00 
Gaumdipliesncspt oaks busceslen Petitcodiac and Memramcook. RiverS..|...........-cccoos seesersessscees do) | is 60 00 
D. T. Cormier....... Dorchester Bay .......c0ss ssccesses tee Reet \Gautreau Village........ do 60 00 
Hugh Davidson....|Bay Verte, Port Elgin and Tidnish| 
BL VOUS escugens ccnpeceesioupescid sys ecsemy tai VGEt wre tanariacssaces do oe 50 00 
ae | 
York County. 
-J. Campbell .........{Grand Pass on St. John River 4 | 
wards from Crock’s Point to Lower 
line of York County, including, 
Bagh waek Eiver scnss-vcodiens.ospssevsens: \Kingsclear, W.O.,Fred- 
| § 1 /OPECCOM Act cP ene Warden... 60 00 
Carried forward,....0r00 0.000 | db nba cauuh bose sxebed ukuisaX piucde] voscetene saleit 8,023 00 
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- PROVINCE OF NEW BRUSWICK.—Continued 


| | ‘ ne | 
Name. Distriet. | Address. _|w Salary 
ay avon 
can | chan 3 cts. 
| Brought forward.rcveercees | Deveson iiebeeesbivs wecaeeuserss | Pe peetats tateee 8,023 00 
| York Couwnty.—Continued. | 
| 
Wim. ‘Brown (f.2:., Ps John River, from Upper line of; : 
York County to Crock’s Point on| | 
RIVEMSb TOL .2. VA desea eet tee vaes jSouthampton.. ..... .... do 60 00 
AS MOIT....3.c02 ae From Price’s Bend to Burnt Hill, 
PAS Wim irernviGhils AN eb tessds neces ceteas .|Bloomfield sthba Sct Uoteny do 30 00 
| TOL i ves Westy sacee. seeded Re iled heck Mane Sheen Re pact | Soh bok sanee en 8,113 00 
| | 
PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 
Isaac Thompson ...|County of Queen’s.......-..6+ scovescee seeeee Charlottetown............ Overseer 150 00 
Ewen Clark ......... Dunk RAW GAs). et aisae. cts Cessn wb bance adda encase Lissdthbecawetelgtiacs Warden... 30 00 
Michael Ready...... Water TREVOR EAN . sce ses aceon. nia deves cious [eeemeeed pases beet eats Une certs: Piel Pies 30 00° 
James Clow ......... { GOW). SRE Siti ces cp cdr aecncasisassaepeehtenhemeteeme teat eien asc Rynes ones do | 30 00° 
Lionel Garnam..... UO Bae Ma Sa chee ment cmreatian es ese ventas | a Saree anh te ecee es nenae sacs do. ~i34 30 00- 
PUOm VON POY Ge sete Ge cctee ek caGht creer carves sr cece ctastetee suecnobohnnn ea: teatataresbe etc aie the ceases Water 
| | Bailiff... | 19 47 
APMC ALD Yi. cerca iideveunerd eeee abe sisweh eapue'versuniss Jia peoenacnseieeye BARC COMI acta Mn Ren ADA TOn ans 19 47 
DPPC ICOTZIG eos cucatl Sinrmaeewnacteots ss sohactaviesaes eqeaerneate necting tee | Lea Wahab de Coodeh tiene Aenean dow 19 47 
EPOWTL’ EOI Lasts Led aetigedae \eyabe Rhads bs vended dotsiloaiss wigedwenes wacweab orl oddaed shehte edpsidee sete est tate? do. te, 19 47 
nies INITCH EIT, on tnt aces vases iash senate ese okeb ten om Ra paeeceestee | sondeatioosn suarechemetacenortais AOynaer 19 47 
PE ELC MDIUIE Vonse dine esas ce cenum inant ss eran eunee Sen bee ncmeswar sisaus sens Calg ae Cece cass ot oars ote eee do. tale 19 AT" 
PITAL IL ONY EL. cskel cop oree tee te tees cceeieacdi ea opesetes Sen ceasun urtoeb esas aaeCr ib Nicee cartes tens CON 19 47 
REPROATLCOTSOM Gc rusthheceohishiccapavntavedecy eas lces senate Nose ae ce eee CMT Tact hh capeapare vans siccesesincasce es AGH 68 19 47 
Stephen Myers...... Tce scene ante eval Goxsbotroudiebant eadewenteireauemear ous ceceeeheenne AG. Bass 19 4T 
MAIS HIGHS: 21) tc wecca pes veesnscoess sions one saondenee dele tape bucaaed Vaskubas atame sore tome e racer iene do» ad ose TO AT 
RE SPADA DOS Lateseess pewsswadaaeerne teheah deidettela deceives Were’ avail emilee keie aileketaout oom ae at ae thate doch ae: 19 47 
PAA COTHC. 02). ie soc esol Bisevueeete seeder noaneuon ass iMaveah «sat tneaiceer tans la necd stee sepae can secure mors aes Cea 19 47 
MEP OOT ADOLO ia epvell!Geesescenipene tees 'kees crest Webseate paste Misearebeseniee Lageasaterecsedouvavesersiecestiers fo ra 16 22 
PALS DOVER cs vased Mase tances Lanceniesuuile seston re talius sieeusslieapebeeleat abe es settee sists Mareen trates QO} ens 16 22) 
EGTA MOORE OCI es aieal shcatsteesogesrsd MeesaNtaes sens wero adaverertissch cisecsstus sevcoseves a steer ens GE. 5 19 47 
BPCUSL DU ys aE badiscnds dbsduge sravocesods Sdediies ‘wacd dd deta dddcaucs Uetsoniwtniseltctsek setobstcommeecs Gn, 755 19 47 
CP MMCA ULOY MTEI5 3.04 ipne cdadsldasndgsbcolselssniacnons aves caveats doesctea|apaaetlcdad oie teyet nue ncca reset 1) Saori 19 47 
RMIT DULY nein ot ah onsehiincae ince eMeapeb dens aonsodamnpcuemetuvmee seh ic coven Weta tbalk ses Lene eaeane ne tnare dors nw. 16 22 
BEEN. MEAULCY wesc | spies wsdectecysev date vos conandaatemnuen Hoi Leaded addeedsdT s2teaauntiwaeaioe ace ORer dos 19 47 
MD WO UITIO, snap ieey cad as taskae Vanbab ares ebunees eet emeces sean sus neeacelt pas aten siete devas cine Seatvecteeas 0.05 15 00 
BUPA CT 1G sin'cenicadens | yeideciidadedabaeyeee tn Wesbivee Sub paysite an adadesddades' | Resse osebveesk bcet das sUnet eee do al 16 22 
| seasial ede Ly SAE crt a | PEM Sey ey TRAN EGU ier il cases | 661 40 
| 
PROVINCE OF MANITOBA. 
Ife Anis | | 
Hon. Donald GurnjManitoba......... Rae Raraesbe wieetibched seas eae Britain, Manitoba| Overseer 4 200 00> 
! | 
Av J. SMITH, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 
(Certified.) 


W, F. WuircHer, 
Commissioner of Fisheries. 


DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES, 
Otrtrawa, 3lst December, 1875. 


ee ae 
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) APPENDIX No. 2. 


f 


STATEMENT OF Expenditure on account of Fisheries, for the Fiscal Year 
ended 30th June, 1875. 


To whom paid. « . Service. Amount.’ Total. 


ONTARIO. $ cts $ cts. 
PUNY « SRRTY. io possss cusses or 12 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, eadites 
30th June, 1875...... Gad Mi Sseeeee whine he MRdeROn bets 500 00 
Me OIBMUOT, Vi iibcss cecscceee do COM iy ew beat, | 200 00 
Lg 6. a re do Ge WAP Wiis ns 200 00 
Charles Gilchrist ........... do OEE ie Bir csasts 200 00 
UOC do CC A Me 2h 200 00 
J. A. Backhouse............. do fe LN ca 150 00 
By ML OSeHGs.; dees oSess eee do OG) | Stha 150 00 
John Mooney........ seseeeees do ih) hiesetee. 100 00 
ee) MCR IMO. .,......46. do do 100 00 | 
Joseph Wilson............0. do Ct bree 100 00 
Henry Griffiths............... do day: iM 100 00 
J. L. Thompson............6. do CO lye ee 50 00 
Hugh Thompson............ do do ag 50 00 
David Hamilton............. do Gre 0) PAN esd. 50 00 
A. J. Harrington............ do do 50 00 | 
John McAlilister............. do GSR)". |, eres. 50 00 
John McMichael ............ do eis) 50 00 | 
meneas QUiCK. Avs iccce sxees: do ity ht! Vise: | 50 00 
Alex. McKenzies... see do diy: Grete, 50 00 | 
A ELE: Be ee do i oT 40 00 
James McFadden............ do Ch | Gah 30 00 
pig AE eae ee do ah ee eee 20 00 
WW eC OOTR Abad ceresset | 9 do Gi, A) weeress 75 00 
Flr TAALSL ON, ois. ..ses.0s0s 7 do Oe eee 116 66 
Charles Wilkins ............ 6 do fen) Fe tee 100 00 
John G. Hicks,..... ....s0in. do ca © Pee, 50 00 
William Plews...........000 do do ae 50 00 
Peter McCann ...... ....ccsee do CG) lads 50 00 
George S. Miller............ | do EA), 04 ite nies 50 00 
Re es SALTO Gls cndunceae scnvke do OS ee ee 50 00 
BIBIEE Li WGrs.seesce sancesnrs do Bera) ks 50 00 
John McGregor.............. do do oddone 37 50 | 
MMMM MENEIE, chads dosies sarsenens do ose? as: aldene 25 00 
Wy. A Paler:..:... a eat ah OS do do allies 25 00 
LPO ORL Let cussks sanane ) BOB Gus Ala thiees 25 00 
NEE EOWWS AL askeny yshncnees 3 months’ and 9 days’ salary as Fishery Over- 
Seer, to SOth Jaume, 1875... icscccccrsnrece sevesense 13 73 
George Cochrane........... 3 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th | 
JUNC, LET, «+05 sncvs tenes shen Senbdwncnsh teen eins 50 00 
James Sutherland........... ) do 25 00 
Charles Wilkins............. Salary to 30th June, 1874......... nifoupale eee ivakasne 100 00 
Henry Calcutt...............{Balance of salary as late Fishery Overseer, to 
3lst March, 1875........... eae ontiettbabadiaden tastes 75 00 
Richard Wilson............+. do do 250 00 
EEE FW chester iscares sexveses. Disbursements as Special Fishery Constable, 
Ottawa River and vicinity........... qdedasads heunabee 255 50 
Caretta FEF W OIE ay enssicvunnanced hteneetn B. 96S: 30: 1 ..ccdccdsese ponepe 
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‘STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, etc.—Continued. 


ES 


To whom paid. 


A EE SS 


Service. Amount. 

| | 

disc, SAE A ee oe eae ec eeNh lA ReR TN Ue ae) Thala dee 

| $ cts. 
Brought forward... cesses eevee 


-Onrario.— Continued. 


JOHN COnnoL... 5.100. seroreeee For 12 months’ disbursements as Fishery Overseer, | 
£0 30th June, 1875 2.0.0.0... sccscrees seveensce cersvenacses | 

“William Fahey...............|Disbursements as Special Fishery Guardian, Con- 
a stant Lake and Creek............-cccceees Gis 

eI CK repute cansubar sen esredaes Disbarsements as Special Fishery Guardian, Gan- 
ANOQUE NALTOWS. ..ceceeee coeesseee saeseeere covcencee canes 

ATCT DOV ersstaeese oath ste te a as Special Fishery Guardian, Rideau 
CAG Ce Ue icon esacangs iogeaens sean snaeran erate loasnats 

Henry Pilson...........00000 do COT. uens cannes 
ON ACT ee 8 CAM a as Mie Disbursements as Local Fishery Guardian, Grena- 
ier (Slam c.ccccx ecsscuec uapacsecoussprs esscesinoreaesatnse 
AcE OSTEO: prigsennacenepdesnns Disbursements as Special Fishery Guardian, Rideau| 
Canad: (ries sass tetsarncvdas tcdbiontadentews Utne ide eses sbesoees’ 

S. Parliaiie nts eins t-s+<6 Salary as Special Fishery Guardian, Belleville...... | 
John W. Kerr......ce reeves For 12 months’ disbursements as Fishery Overseer, 
to 0th Dune, 1875 oo .cacccenercectss veenw sacs coe ay suneen | 

A.C MeKindons.... +. do ROW I a isteast 
iiss WebStete. ses: seosc0e- do COR) 29) teeta te 
John Connor... -...ceorereoee- do CBOE she Pavers 
. McRae.......... RoR aye innie ts do Ch Pe aence 
Charles Gilchrist........... do WOK ith scees 
Charles Wilkins .........-«. do OA 9) IF tesa 
J.) WaAllaces recess scien ovens do OO) oo terneaae 
Joseph Wilson........- seve do CO WA eas 
J. A. Backhouse .....+-.00. do Ley rien Wise ane 
Henry Griffiths........+sesee do COR ae. Gorse: 
James McFadden............ | do OF LP A ised 
Hugh Ralston....... 0... do QO) Tale cencas 
Peter Kiel..........esse reeves do CO) fe ur a cos 
David Hamilton ............ | do PGW Bee Basted. 
Hugh Thompson.........+ do CO 1a) I gad 
Peter McCann ...... ..+.-++0 do CD Wilo Pie aaeaets 
HD) GOISTANER Jey, tudes oascasee: do 100) eee eee | 
‘Richard Wilson........ +00 du 1 LUN baker ere 
(ASB ACAOTEY hens seiieas deere do LOW Wet WN cc cate 
J. S. Thompson..........006. do Gow of W Mates 
John G.. HICKS 3.05.12 s0005! do COAL 9 De meres 
W. E: Foote... ... BOtLeok tne do Ove) Wiser. 
John MCGregor......0...-0 do GON The SO eeer 
OL Or Hl Uli oi cites ccdencssl do CON) HOA ttaate 
Henry Calcutt..:..:......00 | do OBE oi nceores 
William Plews.......++..00 do GOW (a iecahes 
Ald. SISO LON....06ccnn2 do GF Ah etches 
WY oe W ILCROL Adee, 5 ssn he RON as Commissioner of Fisheries ......... 
WB a AS of a a Sa iTo pay Local Fishery Guardians .. .......01ssseseeee verees | 
(VORP SHAiSe ee me |For plans of Burlington Beach........... ahs sentas Peteeies 
ire cs kon Misbenohicane’ pe eae as Special Fishery Constable.......... 
arles Gilchrist... :........ Boat, OAPs, TC. ..ccsevecsecceescenceesssee corsveeee srweseenesscees 
William Besserer... ........ Disbursements as Special Fishery Guardian, Ottawa 
River and Vicinity... ....0...ccccrseee secssvens cone ee 

B. T. Davidson... 00... ..+60 Special services at Lake Openicon and neighbour- 
ing Walkes.s .iescsosccoevsesen'> scbpiae Vedvnovun bine ineinreres 

ENN NVR BEM ce yets: as vans de cakears Fishery Stations et Turkey Point...........0+ 
Cameron & Cleary........ Professional services in connection with illegal 
fishing, Detroit River........ leave ddet ttwcetene ssnnsenns 

Oi Se WeDSTEY 1008.5 settee Grataityii: 6 i secersvessenss JeveneisM eiiack hiandeoeden ceca 
Carried forward.........+ Di daseatts ohas ten | 


— 


aeeoee 


2 0O8 BEC0Ee 


re SF 
YT ST a 


| BS cts. 


3,963 39 | ceescerence snes 
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STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, ete.—Continued. 


eee Eee 


To whom paid. Serv'ce. 


| Brought FPO on eadsalaitneccssniotoves [beeussciy see 


! 
QUEBEC. : 

John Mowat......... iietos bank For 12 months’ saiary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th! 
WOWOy ETc ccacsteeseanevantamtatad es cece ce erie cases 

BEA g ABATE PAIN ony y ex sosscseesss do OEMs coniis | 
ee» He DIM0CK......0+-. do OT), shines! 
MSM ITUIIZD cc coens, 9 oan raaeomss do Gin ty ksicigs 
Gaspard Mathurin ......... do Cee | fecctae 
Be MAP TUTGRT. 5. s5ccsa0.-oceees do SOM, Pn say ste 
ROR PUTIOT LG sivsensns enherenes | do CA ee axes 
De AAV ORL Bass vas sancoyone cs do OPA! biovsers ] 
DMEM icine liaseeacnpeeeeses do 6.20 RDP haha ea ee 
J.J. Létourneéan............ do Mee, Cogs \eevets 
Pe CT Rs ole do DO yy ee 
SRO ES ae do GOW rua Wwitive | 
OS UES ER do tT Ween a4 
WOBN LE ZOUTS,. 0000. 0rcr0r0e- do Or aia to aeee ce 
SRRTIURE TROSB ih yen nensas sss 0. do ONG Nia ices 
a? ke. Damenié?........ cos e do OM Ve ge oe ara 
Job Bilodean..............00 do Ay TF eae, 
EDD DOU, sosccougs crs ooy. do Ly Net eage | 
Gilbert Boulet.,............ % do Cuomo ee eee 
SD Ue a ee do Bane Masten 
0 PGS oe SER a, ska do Es al SY Ras 
Eee LATED say dein cosh soanies a: do Ne MR eh ateaee bell 
William Clyde............... do Cle YS sez, | 
PTL OOW W AGG spasssryrcensss do i Sire tse 
George Gagnon............. do BOM owe Neca 
©, Oasron,;;..:.,. cae han atee 6 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 31st 
EVO OUMMOTI ES ire ceo; 5 oc cer nak ate cae Nos ll ae 

EPRI EE onsichesrey ens ciesies do OS i I | 
Bee Ruse EA TUUTLD aes neseeiese do do aaant 
os SS ih eal do oO. BD 
J. B. Chevalier............... do a ee aoe 
L. J. Loranger.............. do ee RMA et 
Sie AEs SOETIMOIN s coe nrtenpcocinens do 1 lg lal ay 
BAe EEAAS TD svat Nlcnarsscoseexp cos do SS he eee 
PE Ae SEP DIE sais tn souiedste tases do Gor) See 
Pa MAPENO UAT sh beskssectn sana sxsye> 6 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th) 
PAW) Pear etee ts eee sccctan eka, 

ERG ISOC > sna super gseces 2 do io” ey eee, 
Be As MOON CV scence orvsancnese Batanos of salary to 30th June, 1875.......... he RE 
ET. Ca ee do do as late Fishery Overseer............ 
ER, RP ONUOE boa vn- ccs snsnses Disbursements as Special Fishery Constable........... | 
RECURS sah sons snpns scares To pay Local Fishery Guardians, Mingan Division..| 
Napoleon Lavoie............ do do Anticosti Island... 
eS iS ae do do Richelieu Division.. 
BEG. LA CTOI X00. 50000 ceecereee Disbursements as Special Fishery Constable, 
TORQUER CS a cccrhl Svea eth ated tee ee 

RNS Pay as Guardian, St. Jehn River, Gaspé..........00.. 
TRE OS a 'To pay Wages of P Plourde, Guardian, Tadousac.. 
OS tS Disbursements as Local Fishery Guardian, 
BR SUGRAY chs5icke isis rece eles Wikia cn aevguteeiees 

P. Mullin......... eee ase Pay ‘ofa ips Fishery Guardian, North Wakefield 
BOR ses, ssee sukansnch somspbsasies voices sunliast ckee one 

aS a To pay special services connected with prosecutions! 
for violation of fishery laws at Lake Memphre- 

PURO Gc case savbcence deekbuhenses hitsnaub acbenhncce ab veheneute 

Carried forward.......ccccscsseseee ne 


Total. 
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STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, ete.—Continued. 


| | 
To whom paid | Service. Amount. | Total. 
| | 
Ba oer ere 
| $ cts. $ cts 
| Brought forward ..ccorcscrccaes We Mcaaeas ASALO TD WV ececcn seg cosmeceme 
| 
| QueBec.—Continued. | 
LAU SUES | i ie see eae For 12 months’ disbursements as Fishery Overseer, | . 
LO, GUC DUDES OVO: tincscoecctpen met dutars teenaged weavers : Woguke 
PW ADOT... cvepierongeits ces ) Oreo ary yeti a 630 87 
POUND) MOWAT... cesen cece, do do Bete 589 50 
Pets MCGIC. .sackisp chests voc | do Oise tas sas | 271 00 | 
Be LUIVICTEE |b ettoetestess-t do POAC PDs haan Bir fi 204 30 | 
Jnis) « LiCTOUIN CAT S505. <2- do "SAD NDE Taian ae 180 00 | ~ 
SUMO ATOM hon sover sine es esas: do GOs cote) ta teaeens 177 70 
Res. DU CUA. Gid tees een: do 6 agit I EL 148 84 | 
Jv. Clrevalietinatctssves do GO eke) dep eseses 126 76 
VS WILKS ate dibets soos do ri Us Lael Ria alah 125 85 
P. Gendreau. 2.wiesaistes-s do Ce Wat les eeat 125 20 
Gaspard Mathurin........ do 1s ok A OV Meer 124 20 
Gilbert Boulet............... | do DONE Peek 118 25 | 
1 RIA GS 8 FAME By ac 36) aaa Came do MOT ey 100 00 | 
PLEIW. ATISEUM joel pra closcses. do LOU ane yc eee | 100 00 
aE. GCOMGIN eres ceah eves do OSA Wie 73 90 
Baik ys TELLO’ els soue ge teeeenasics do oe ON, GAN EA ee 67 44 
VOD DilOdEAU. \.cseeopete teens do ORES E RM: ie od 55 85 
ae: ROMO aescse sites sass do CG CAM | \ anodes 52 20 
Daniel ROSA. hesate cece sates do CGN MES NU Ee le 47 16 
Pe Like re. ste teaeosee ss do UO. eR ie ar anees | 42 70 
ct LE Nas Rainy be oes Asia l do WO Taek Wiel sah nse 30 50 
Pea LEgOUuves, deeties oes f do HO aie) ae, Sere 43 00 
JOSEPOIDOUY. 2. lee sae. do Or Mak, Cowcees 25 00 
atid gee OX ant sw eta tues sabe seanne do SC RN RE Marries 24 50 
A THOTOW. WV A Ulavescebvosm secre. do LO 'U.6 > ohh indecs’ 8 00 |} 
J, ES Demeule adie. 3.220% do Boag. seesee 6 20 
Py B.. MOONS. ius, tenn. she ees Balance of Disbursements as late Fishery | Overseer.. | 41 50 
WP helan a iey swcseenieh ois: Disbursements for year, to 30th June, 1874............ 18 50 
ON. H.W RICE T oes) been do as Commissioner of Fisheries... UA 224 85 
Ss ATIMSUT ONG: ete ses tess do as Special Fishery Guardian.. ....... 190 00 | 
PVNTULILG. cues deaeepeeiessooes Disbursements as Special Fishery Guardian, | 
(xe tinea Ma Wes 10507 ws \iveycchsavercorss ueen catenins 30 00 
A. PQIKOAICD ecvisesayscucess do Oey eo: ae tea * 1006 
J, S. Webster:...2.s0.....| Disoursements.as Fishery Constables......ése0+ cseenetes 20 00 
Dee sANW BAST olensan Verse cess do Shae Re a) Wen LE i nce 10 21 
Oyrille Barbeatis.....0.....: do guarding Salmon River...............06- 119 70 | 
Chalout & LeBel............ Professional services 7m re, suit Ree vs. King | 
ISLOS ras ciiss sepbO ppt aveaanl dat eh ocaes mak oepedeb eck ccereag tae | 143 50 
SP KAUR .dcccasepdes sorres Disbursements visiting fishery stations, Gaspé and 
RESUION CNS acai tahini aac seek ceases tore uae ee 125 00 “4 
BY Wes A LOGE Secs cttiee oro 5 Disbursements on special services at St. Francis 
ELV ONY. yicreshcaatidaaesos oust otic cess Caer eecec nears ee: 58 81 
Bo. APORATOAU: Ee iigny sda noe be Boat for use of Fishery Overseer, Watsheeshoo ...... 80 00 
USBARS BD 5: Rath RRL iAllowance for injury to Eel Fishery, St. Jean, Port 
OL Gas westes oeecacine ex caneceee te ced sateen Ceara renee 50 00 
Nipoleon Lavoie... ........ Procuring fishery statistics, South Shore, Gaspé... 20 00 
Alban Gu dy oo tecietusaesceoe REMISSION OL LHCMAM 1COStS -rctechs see scakp ceteueteremnseess 12 50 
BO. DELAR POR ..vs sae does Bost Tor Overseer, ati MGisie..) 2s saree toxay's saeco agra telee 12 00 
—_— 9,808 34 
Nova Scorra. | a 
| County of Annapolis, ~ | 4 
pes ae a 8 ae eaten at ae eer 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875............ | 120 00 | | 
Masten: LAN ioe cece ties do 0.9 |e: nba cctacd 25 00 
| COPTIC | JOP D,.ca saaseesstataatns tan aise? 145004. iterations 


19 


STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, ete.—Continued. 


To whom paid. | Service. Amount. | Total. 
a Sl ee 
| 
| , | $ at, $ cts. 
Brought forward ..rccrvesseveoerens | 145 00 | covsssedsncnspers 
| | | 
| County of Annapolis.—Continued. | 
PI PIAUIL §..sc0sschins sates, |For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875...........4 25 00 
Tip : yy ’ 
Charles Barteau ............ | do ey > NOEs ee | 25 00 
PR METIOTID. wei ceyae xanooeens do cho, Beskavaeed 25 00 
EE TEIBEY eos cpsnary Kase somes do Gi) FOR) oeneh ea 25 00 
MHOUIAS DOVES... 00505000 do GO Te ia oaraeese 25 00 | 
_—_— 270 00 
County of Antigonish. | | 
Pie Ws MED ONAL yb e1.0cess For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875.........0008 | 125 00 | 
Lachlin Cameron........... do OW) sccetes’ | 30 00 
John R. Aymer..........500 do GOL) © seesesess | 25 00 
Albert Randall............... do SL GAOT ge en ea anand 15 00 
Colin Chisholm.............. do Pe) | ak eeeaciee 25 00 
Angus McDonald........... do Bd ee MEE opess xe 25 00 
John Cammings ............ do Ghia) PANE evous case 20 00 
WOH, DIOZEOP ce icetesecsciveess do Gs TI: reasasetne 30 00 
Donald Chisholm........... | do a ip, Visaueeos an | 25 00 
James McLean................ do Se Gk et set etrase 25 00 
Hugh Cameron............... do es di lieth nantes 25 00 
Duncan Frazer............... do 2 Ce a8 Pr 20 00 | 
ae | 390 90 
| County of Cape Breton. | 
Francis Quinan...........0.. ‘For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, tis 120 00 
Anthony Spencer........... | 0) Dee UTE aie bee | 25 00 
Thomas Burke..,..........0.: | do Gol pees icessesnens | 25 00 
yohn McHachern.......:...: | do Ci aba bee Sei : 25 00 
Thomas Moore...........0«0 do ier, | | sdeetenss | 20 00 
Donald McDonald.......... | do ty yn ( eeeereeee | 20 00 
TGS MICTIORD si pasene nor 1000s | do do Wer eersas 20 00 
York Barrington............| . do > | aly iit Bt | 120 00 
Alex. McDonald............ do OO. a aedeweere | 120 00 
Allan MGA GAIT ceo.sssexer0es do ag, ee 1! cas 25 00 
Angus Morrison. .........00 do 9 ge a ner Cr 25 00 
Denis Marphys cxsessck cise: do ve ape Ret 25 00 
Donald McDonald.......... do Or) Os, a hisentdaee 25 00 
Michael McLellan........... | do pi) Pies stereos 25 00 
seen. eeeiend §20 90 
| County of Colchester. | 
William Blair.:.......<. <5. ‘For 12 months’ salary, to 39th June, 1875.............. | 109 00 
G.N: Obristie ............... Jo be Came te | 25 00 
Samuel Frame............+ | oi a eganeae | 25 00 
ES ) gt rl ee ee 37 50 | 
George Fulton........... | do ) ROO “rt re eee 25 00 | 
James Bonyman...........-+| do WG Li tea, ae eee 40 00 | 
60 do Rt er ae a 100 00 
Be Ura arts ....ca0s croeseess do Bs oy ee benapany 50 00 
W. McElheney ...........++. do oS Cerra 25 00 
BE, UW rquart.nccc. scorns sees. | do 0 2's eens 25 00 ! 
George MOoore...........000+| do ot ade Gay 25 00 
M. G. Murray..............<+: do OG. >is. 25 00 
Henry M. Fulton............ 3 do 6), +o) 7, pomeees 6 25 
William Winton ............ do do...” * is, Sees 6 25 
George Ambrose ies do io’ 7). ieee 6 25 
—_—— 521 25 
| Be AR og a a eee seoncess | ehcopwerhexsheees | 1,801 25 
5—23 
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‘STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, etc.—Continued. 


| 


To whom paid. Service. Amount. Total. 
| 
| | > cts B® cts 
| Brought JOTWATA. ssivsvarelescerases | ican ayer eevee gt 1,801 25 
| County of Cumberland. | | 
‘Thomas H. Patton ......... |For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875...........66 100 00 | 
Oliver Fillmore.,..........+ do GO TR nevi tees | 25 00 | 
David Stewart........s.000-+ | do Oye iurcwecckers | 25 00 
Jeremiah Brownell ....... do Cd te nt aihiteevenees | 25 00 | 
PSAP LIT ORG: pdecsaanseeases do OF Wile gec este 25 00 | 
PAUIOS KUL isn tevsve oesensene do NBL WAG oe tees | 100 00 
David, COrvetti.....cocrneces do GON Vay htay cesrerene 25 00 
Moses Harrison .........s000 do GOR i igetecacnys | 25 00 
Bet eet DAL OM N Uyiaice cagtcap ee do Or ahs gl eedoaeeke 25 00 
Francis: Io) Jenksss. its... do AG 3 eWet mapauis 25 00 
Wit Gs RAM GLOSS. 665 aueede do do Speers 30 00 | 
#lijah Fowlers.......:. 1600. : do LO Oa inane ae 30 00 , 
a 460 00 
County of Digby. | 
‘Games H. Worehouse...... For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875..........008 120 00 | 
"William Odell ...... 00.0000 do ho VM | Hime | 25 00 
J. M,'Devault........sseccceee do LO) Mihai oo cos | 25 00 | 
Lachlin McKay.........0+. do igh liber eer | 25 00 | 
Robert Journey.............- do CORRS Tikes Ieper es | 25 00 | 
John P. Thibodeau......... do CL Oed plates evens | 25 00 | 
Bl sey PAV BON. ais. tondedace do SEOUL me me oe # | 50 00 
Asrael Jy. Burrill.........000- do ORO ME aie mila cane eI | 75 00 | ca 
| aap 370 00 
| | | g 
County of Guysborough. | 
aries: Ad TOry.. sic. ceensoase |For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875........ se. 150 00 | 
MAMOS COOK iseontsncscuseecss do Ca hy We UME a oeeest 25 00 
William P. Carritt ........ do GO? Se POE a ae 20 00 
Charles Kenney............. do Gow ait, eleane.ntes | 15 00 | 
Donald Gunn: ........ sesce do MO.) ofl aboscaes | 30 00 
William Pride ......... do LO Mie ail \ ae Via awe 30 00 | 
Thomas McKeen............ do PLC Vaal eae See | 30 00 
Hdward JOrdan......00ss000. do Oli oi vik tee cveete | 30 00 | 
ELODGP A MCKAY vedspeses.senon'e do AO MASE cont gee | 15 00 
DRS ETIPCO Was cavacawebesesous do Gig Mame eeceleakieuen 10 00 | 
James Nickerson........000 | do CNG ES flO Lae, ote | 15 00 
Allan McQuarrie............: do Oak Wire ee Ue 40 00 | 
REM GID ATIOL ete celee neseccons do 8 Fe aa AR IR Aa rane | 100 00 
AA TIGAT IC's atestaesicusiees | do GO ane Fn ceauaiee 30 00 | oe 
PAP ab tala atl be vs. 40, 
County of Halifax. | | 
William Anderson ........ For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875........s0c00 125 00 
James Blakely........csscees do ro Ke NR eee | 40 00 
Walia i Halters wceovsnts do Ok on 0) see 40 00 
‘John Fitzgerald ........00. | do ce Sar Abs scape 125 00 
Archibald Kidston......... do (Us ame en Mi Pog Sr 40 00 
ON MEO RODs ores 5 es aateSby oisenees do WO: Aichi src nee | 40 00 
JOS. Hamilton..........sseeee do LO A tag 40 00 
Donald McLean...........+6. do BO eo eee as 40 00 
WMonald McDonald.......... | do BO (4 ini secmeecste 40 00 
CORE FORBORA a. wexcateurrensnene 530 00 3,171 25 
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STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, ete.—Continued. 


To whom paid. Service. Amount. | Total. 
| 
% ets, Site. 
BrOUgREFOTWAPA..0rsvaceesvercsassveos 530 00 3,171 25 
County of Halifax.—Continued. 
Henry Balcam ......... froee' For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875.........008 40 00 
WORE MEO Udy s.s.....0.0000. do fs Ge ey Ace er. 40 00 
hf es O03 ee oe do LO VY 7 ih iesoseeseeeen 40 00 
lo Bs PE a ee do CLO) Pg Wie <ugeenacnseoy 40 00 
RE FB eset Rap casenciesas 6 months’ salary, to 3lst December, 1874......... l 20 00 
Henry P. Mosher............ do to 30th June, 1875 . ....... see 20 00 | 
— 730 06 
County of Hants. : 
ee ASE EU sient x20 ss0300 For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875........s0008 100 00 
John W. Dinsmore......... do Qi PT stisaneons inated | 30 00 
RIOR, MOBLICE.< 5 oss.05s00003 do A Gy Meee eee oaint 30 00 ; 
eo ee ae do lal eae eh fe ree ba 100 00 
Joseph Mosher.............+ do qo. Ge) (08 cer 50 00 
James M. O'Brien............ do GUT by atesereecetes 30 00 
ica 340 00 
County of Inverness. | 
| 
BAe TUONB ca nposistas5: vossenes For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875...........0+ 100 00 
PRE AIOGING fecke' cvs 0k saves ' do 0 UMP iad seater vees 25 00 
Bernard Dwyer..........006. do A, |! towenteeneen 25 00 
Angus McIntyre...........00 do Sip? TOC Wiha tienuat 25 00 | 
Denald McDonald......... do "Tt ie Mader co 85. 25 00 
Angus Cameron............ do ah RE | er ecoeee es 25 00 
Allan McLellan............. do do asremeeeiee 25 00 
Hugh Cameron............ F do Oa.) eae 25 00 
James McGarry..........00. do ths 8.) heseemeneg ame’ 25 00 
John Carmichael............ 6 months’ salary, to 3lst December, 1874........ 12 50 
Archibald McDougall..... do ct Eon a ey 12 50 
Reuben Philips ............. | do 0. FC ee aa 12 50 
FODD. MORAG). ii sivcecassececs do go) 7) Pe eee 12 50 
William Grant....00:00s0000. do hy) nye? Bs ais 50 00 
PROB Gigi ive00s sepsnsnes 2 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875... 16 66 
OU MCKAY viscicosssvennssess do tk Rema Ai ce cevesin voce 4 16 
Johu Cameron............00 do G0: WET): Gertascatiess 16 66 | 
Kenneth McKenzie......... do fh i Pe Acre 4 16 
Malcolm McLeod............ do do Sr a on ae: 4 16 
Mark Crowdis..............- do CEL, VE pe saseuecerehickal 4 16 | 
George Ingraham........... do WO | ir aaccecsbeseuiys 4 16 
Jobin Carroll sacses.cs. socssess do te ae Bd, geese s. 416 | 
adit 458 28 
| | 
County of Kiugs. 
Adolphus Bishop............|For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875 ........008: 125 00 
William MclIntyre........... do di 1? © cicaaeteee 30 00 
Irad Benjamin ...........+++ do do "| ~ sekcaateesonkatl 20 00 
a) OUR TIAN ca cecunce sesennces do do")? 2 cameowes 20 00 
a LS ea ee 9 do do. | © ssqabhalaeess | 187 50 
Elijah C. Borden............ 3 do GO = eaenee seseenens 62 50 
nae 445 00 
Carried forward.erser.esssreereccroreees | sevecenes svncerees 5,144 53 


STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, etc.—Continued. 


ori 


To whom paid. | 


| 


Service. 


Amount. Total. 


ee 


| $ cts. $ cts. 
| Brought JOrWOrd.ssron.'s Scevdienbeseapdandenanaseeres 5,144 53 
County of Lunenburg. | 
George Redden........ ses For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, L875 essere ereees 100 00 | 
James Corkum..........0cee- do OO iS veste eas 25 00 
William Mosher.........+..- do LOU HA) incense 25 00 | 
AICS HEUGAI ence dies sews sss’ do Lig YAWN To vae tensa 25 00 
James Languille............ do Loli Vins Nil atnaccomaien 25 00 | 
Henry S. JOSt......cseseceeees do AO) MR iclk. wekeanaey 100 00 
Charles Pernette............ do CO Prana cca 25 00 
OMY VEL East wccaee ts cousens do Gore ee 25 00 
James MOSSMAN. .....+.0000- do C02. 0 ium Ctatrsiechtens 25 00 
Edward Morgan....... se do GOrg hy) a occctvene | 25 00 
TOUN ANCTOWSriccersesceces- do Od MNT acetone 25 00 
C700, Te. | NOSDI Goo... ene do COs Fahl aie OE neta ces 25 00 
Edward Boylan..........00+ do Gas se eho a eeeees 25 00 
Ebenezer Frail...... .....00. | 6 do to 3lst December, 1874.......... 12 50 
G0. Molamdice, roc: ce ceeese 6 do to SOt Une, 1S Toicccet caketeves 12 50 | 
MT ELED DLisutes: biaruceser sates. 6 do CO paty da eeeoeeees 12 50 
Wil MAM Orate tis: tcesees | 3 do LO Sai Be OMS ar | 6 25 | 
woe 518 % 
County of Pictou. : 
John ST ane saasahas cia 12 months’ Salary, 1030 June, 1815). ..cc.-tececetns 170 00 | 
J. McKay. . bee do GO. 5 yilnlt! ceaeemhea 25 00 
Donald Rapley. ese: do Gos ditty. Pi foacetensy 25 00 
William Stewart...... ; iy do COiriaete Cle csestee 25 (0 
Daniel McLean.::...... dc. do TGs Wubh ei denereteee 30 00 
Thomas Graham....s...0o«- do Otel attend 140 00 
POUT PUP BOR eel ics ok vcek ue do Owe Wy | nagseces 25 00 | ° 
William Smith. cn do oO Wah Par cane 25 00 | 
William Evans.............6. do COs? Waa iflavensete ss 25 00 | 
AA: M GIVCNZIC.S svat states sesas | do GONE) ceeds 25 00 
George McKenzie........... | do GO: Wig uigesesssse 25 00 | 
John McDonald.........-...- | do RE. ee | 25 00 
Peter Delaney aer.cecers cokes do CLOW Aen i cacaten 25 00 | 
William i rager i.) ss scsies do CLO ASMA ae otis 25 00 | 
Donald Frazer... 0 cesses do COs Mi” al yacseeeens 25 00 | 
Alexander Douglas......... 6 do to 3lst Dec., 1874.. 12 50 
J OND VAMETON 5; .<edesees. 6 do COC laciacetyeanootes 12 50 | 
Robert Archibald........... 6 do to SOth June, 1S 1G crs. scteemsven. 12750. 
David Languille ..........6. 6 do 5 Poa Lark ead gale Skye ] 12 50 | 
William Evans.. ........0... 6 do SRM Oc ietarespelle on 8 | 12 50 
CA MOUD Lamthenchsccosk +s sseqes Balance. Of SALAr Yat cisiicsssancapaccecet cane geiaves uactavenstes 6 25 
addins 708 75 
County of Queens. 
PUM G LY 750 LUO. loa, salsesae For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875....0....0s06 135 00 
S. acne Waseca sek ova peers do CO: pic eS eabateee 25 00 | 
TROPA oe doccis ce aaicastanhes do GOs: eae | 50 00 
Wil SECHADDD. iiedcaecstes | do OOS iid ess 20 00 
TIOREY POCKET \.. seus decoove'ss do CO) seeeetees 30 00 
John Fitzgerald............. | do G's hic a haere 39 00 
PS OOL ER ashi wih coteenienehes do CO7 ay eb umestatee 20 00 
James Farquhar ...... 0.64 do EO ati Anluss ne es 30 00 
Stephen Smith............... do 0) UW laniatees 20 00 
Jonathan Smith............. | do Oy) Ae atndssans 15 00 | 
Sh cING MAG Res se ccs esncccies do to Slst Dees.) WST4i tiie ces centee 15 00 | 
MONARY ott. cis pecciane | do to 30th June, 1875.0... cscs. 15 00 | 
—_—_— 405 00 
| Carried Jove Grd. ivecndetedmicets anuoninssn ofc oneea setae | 6,777 03 


a 
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STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, etc.—Continued. 


—_—_—_———— 


To whom paid. 


Duncan Cameron...........'For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875....+.++ +++ 
Alex. Urquhart........ss00 | do Ah tt ae ete 30 00 
P. W. Grouchy......0..0! do GOs | peensaeee 30 00 
John Proctor . :.-...005 v.00. | do ArT Viren 20 00 
Abraham Sampson......... do Gi Vy | ineetsene 30 00 
Justinian Sampson......... | do AO 1 ¥ sasscengs | 30 00 
Charles Grant...........0 do GO’ «sO neehaneg 20 00 
Alex. Smith ......... .scse000 do 0 5) aosepate 30 00 
Edward Madden .........++. t do do : | 30 00 
George Donahoe.......+++; do AG neve nane 30 00 
Patrick Kyte .......00. sere | do do ey | 25 00 
Felix Gerroir........0.+ esse. do GG = i raxnadensts 25 00 | 
Edward Ballam...........+6. | do We i, a sstyark | 93 75 
Hector McKinnon... ...... do to Bist Dec., 1874.....c.ceeeeseeees 15 00 
William Kehoe...........+00- do to 30th June, 1875........00008 eee | 6 25 | 
J. H. Ballam... 0.0.0... see uly and August, 1874...ccccceee coeesers ceeees 20 84 
| County of Shelburne. | | 
| 
Henry Ryer.......s00+ seeeseees For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875 .....++ +++ | 125 00 | 
William McKay.. ......000- do GO «teen scese 20 00 | 
M. Greenwo0d...... eeeeeeeee | do 7 ny pee 20 00 | 
George Archer... see sseee do Be 6 re aya | 15 00 | 
Richard McGill ....... s+ do Gi: ersyres 20 00 | 
James Turner......0. -sccceees do OG 1 | aaeswonee 30 00 | 
Ty) Preemie sy .505s00s0see000s do OH. |. | \ a deakavaee 30 00 | 
Henry Ackerman ........... do GO. un smoot 20 00 | 
P. Crowell ........000 sesseeees do G5 oe enaneuase 20 00 | 
ame 
County of Victoria. 
J. W. Burke ......000 ereeeeees For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875 ....++++++ | 120 00 
Donald McRae, jun.........| do dO = evennnee | 120 00 
John McLellan......... sere. do dO) aveaseate 25 00 | 
J. McDonald.......0. ceeevvees do dO  —=—_—_ eavesenes 25 00 | 
Donald McQuarrie ......... do « ee ee re a 25 00 | 
Donald MeMillan............ do Ge) 2 nepetees | 25 00 | 
Donald McAuley... .....++++ do do... Viveskimeds 25 00 | 
Hector McKenzie... ......++ do GQ saseeants 25 00 | 
Donald McRae...... sss do MG. 2 + vwsundante 25 00 | 
Francis Arnold.........s+0+ do rt ee aneerey oe 25 00 | 
Angus McDonald.......se0 do dO = ween eeeee 30 00 | 
Kenneth Campbell......... do QO Ps opeintens 30 00 
Roderick Beaton...... s+ do dO = evvnenees 30 00 | 
William Foyle .........+++: do GO) +» + svsncsene 30 00 
John McCharles.........+++: do dO __— swercases 30 00 
Donald Bochaman......... do do “bil Arias 2 50 
Malcolm Mel ver........0e0+ do BO! AMAL. aysese 2 50 | 
[ees 
; | | 
County of Yarmouth. | “ 
Enos Gardner...........-.- |For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875 1 100 00 | 
J. A. Hatfield......... sce | do GO, 9.) saseestes | 50 00 | 
L  Carried forward... sersesee essen sere 150 00 | 


Service. 


Brought forward. sess Sevvsiets Yen vad avvawsettvss 


County of Richmond. 


Carried forward... 


Total. 


560 84 


300 00 


595 00 


—- 


8,232 87 
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STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, etc.—Continued. 


To whom paid. Service. Amount. 


S cts. 
Brought forward... verssses A 150.00 
County of Yarmouth.—Continued. 
William Kavanagh......... For 12 months’ salary, to 30th June, 1875............4+. 25 00 
William Prosser....... ..... | do GEO Meo hike i awe uta ae 25 00 
Eustace Nickerson......... do CONS ays | eenaaneee 25 00 
Fdward Perry 20. .000.004 | do fa an ete 25 00 
Jérome Doucette............ do Oy i) Shue) TNeanea awe 30 00 
Vital Muise....c.cccceseeee ik ie Ps Aaa re se 6 6 25 
POR. Ma WHITE. 22 vase ccwane 3 do CE. x rasp asbe | 6 25 
‘ ie Slee 
Thomas H. Patton......... | 12 months’ disbursements, to 31st Dec., ’74...... | 12 00 
WAIMES KIN Piss eicseece antes: do GGG in hie tees 37 00 
Wen, Oar yee. sisssace | do Gee few) naegseese 109 95 
J. H. Morehouse ............ do GOs Vic. Ustacdgsces 41 50 
eNO IROUV etic ect bocca | do xt Sear | ner eens 129 32 
RUS aid) Was ES | do Oper) TI eee 98 60 
William Anderson......... do (oUt SORE Oa ee 21.75 
John Fitzgerald::....3...0. do Bey |, tlh a picastomttns 58 87 
Dei, DU LAS ate dates vewrscnes- do COG n) )) WSe l= Sataseate 30 00 
Donald McRae............... * do GOs 4, the lar oes l 50 40 
gohn McDonald......3...-. do "at eaten A een ees <A 35 00 
Thomas Graham............ do OV gal, oa aroecenes 29 20 
York Barrington............ do COLIWi he Me fesanseees 36 00 
Francis Quinan....... ..... do Cebiag | i eis ieee Soak 59 75 
Alex. McDonal'l............ do Gigs 2, i waaeban 50 00 
Adolphus Bishop............ do OR RD gees 40 60 
William Blair... ......00.4.4 | do Case FA wan Geta ck ake 23 80 
James Bonyman ............ | do CUBE) ores oatxacests 10 00 
ie WW. DR VIGSON sian esos so-so. do Geek! Pes vie Redeacases | 25:50 
PINGS. Garadner.iies c..s. .n0ces | do ICT Oe i cpee ate 1 89 50 
er AGL OL YEN nies gsnnsee tas do . Fs Wain af en ee | 43 40 
George Redden.....00. +00 do is Morale te kars oe | 51 00 
Henry. S. JO8t. 2502. ss.s-suee do do siegenasel| 40 75 
MAS TROBS wcc.0aesscsucescsen do COIN iiictascetaces 53 00 
William (Grant... 20. ... acess do do eee 39 00 
Duncan Cameron........... | do LO: idee OX eestdens 30 00 
PS) Barn hanes. ..23+<s04 do GOS: sab esnseceane | 27 50 
DB OY BUI OW Ee cnat'en shen do iy MIN) eet cea | 32 00 
Edward Ballam.............. do UND ae capers 2 14 40 
ACAN MCD OMB eases shes do oe ia eee 29 85 
John McDaniel...........002. do 6 eat HEE bee 30 80 
ASrael (in. DUTT .c..ns noes do ia aN vccrenctes 22 00 
Bi. SHLAA ASS Bayes etesoncees do CSRS ConA eon 2 15 90 
Be OOS GATE Sidi ane ees esscne do Oe ies Satonceee 44 00 
WV: Pi ROGERS sccece ve svehs. 12 months’ salary as Fishery Officer, to 30th 
J OTORIQTO cc. tin 4 oopoce eh snaca diletntehoa envy ssaceetes 784.00 
Poi Ss PMU DIN GS. dees asewes 4 months’ salary as Inspector of Fisheries, to 
| BOLD ANG, LOT nts cabtinncinsdelens steven Usteven tenants 457 32 
V3 Eh LOWS rbe nae venir snes {2 months’ travelling disbursements............-+5 500 00 
Fed AIA TATCOM Re se ciee cease do Oe ho wxssesieeeese 400 00 
George Redden....,......... Removing obstructions, Martin’s River, County 
TAME D DUGG sca hecieecene ccuse srvac ec vateeeeae ens iioacenaateecogs 100 00 
2. CHG Ol sssceveos ceveese Compensation for injuries received while perform- 
| ing duties as Fishery Warden. ..... ....0e.esees eesene 6 50 
J. E. Hosterman ............ Storage of aw MOUTON og serasicl << siadeccneae cotnepectear 5. 00 
Receiver-Geaeral........... Superannuation tax on W. H. Rogers’ salary......... 16 00 
OMT DR i. cesrcadeas do P. S. Hamilton’s salary...... 933 


Total. 


| 9,232 87 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
, 
| 


12,265 86 
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STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, etc.—Continued. 


| 


To whom paid. Service. Amount. Total. 
| 
| 
4 $ cts. | $ cts 
New Brvnswick. | 
County of Albert. | | 
Winthrop Akerley......... ror 12 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th 
f WHIIOL: LS Raceh: shared vsncauuekacts vans vadeatscta atakot itech 100 00 
Wallace Taylor..........00 do Ray ree ee 40 00 
Rey MCLAtChOY 6......02 000055 do do fe Pls | 40 00 | 
IRAE day vyywscvr scene. do OT Ee Precept arteot | 30 00 
Ul CRITI vnc diate sve ve acncss do do’ 5 , 40 00 
Bartlet Olliver........0.... do do 40 00 
- 290 00 
4 
| County of Carleton. 
TAGGED, MIULLOT 5, as ssrercsceees iFor 12 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th 
PUI LN: cane asuas ageccesed eon sot esna wenn aehae caeee ss ied 30 00 
Hugh Harrison.............. do OTE te ertaey siete 100 00 
PAPOTEE, BUT bane sear 0125000020. do QO Fy iy caeekad geese 30 00 
EMO ePIC Giaccckabesscrecess. do Sy ae til feasts ewes | 30 00 | 
William Thompson......... 9 do MLD WEE s hc casceatuwheer 22 50 
P — 212 50 
County of Charlotte. 
B. L. Cunningham......... For 12 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th 
PLS, LOL Oy as Pats sds vcvenvnnn fonnarenniatteonnt cg oiaryses nek ys 40 00 
James Brown. ...........s000 do do sececee see 100 00 
Patrick Onrran............ do Mier | ectusmeeue 1 120 00 
WS: McLaughlin......... do Me Pree hey exunnnaee 240 00 
Samuel Dick..............s00 do he Sey ela ery oP 30 50 } 
BOOS DATO days cs 0e casesss do iy es S| Sas cappeeneed 30 00 
EsBODREE TGS b.icss sicve.. esse do WGopr | . seaceueenee 100 00 
10 EG, Se Pee Be do G020** ssebseeeaes 50 00 
James Ruseell,..........0050 do Gor © anqedeucanes 30 00 
eriee 740 00 
County of Gloucester. | 
James Hickson....... .|For 12 months’ ay as Fishery Overseer, to 30th | 
SPPEINND 028 7 De viann) ch onke cnsaipcnh woachuagy oa ver sendvh vesekelie 250 00 | 
William Bateman........... do ep tN ca rceneeane 50 00 | 
RES FAR CU Gas sanvahs0s<0055 00> do BI TWP esgcisete dee 100 00 
Justinian Savoy ...... eee do AG © «i -sedeasasaien 30 00 
DC ee do Cie, 2). Sen sermaten 30 00 
Miles Dempsey...... ........ do Ee te | 30 00 ? 
Timothy Coughlan......... do C0Y ms 2d pb suniingen ate 30 00 | 
H. A. Sormany.. .......0000 do A) uae aenewnies 30 00 
OTT ss waagnes vessysyse do Rite | ciptecasecanes 25 00 
Best AP ORAGI cn. 55n <0ns00 sosseen 6 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 3lst| 
TG ss 5 aia cates ary Chnasedd aves bea treads abet 15 00 
James Sewell..............0++ 6 do OGRE ac aucaseesint 30 00 | 
John Calnan, jun........... 3 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 3lst 
Dente SRNR Sead scene eee ee | 6 25 
Alexis Landry, jun........ 3 do Ga” i ' ) “Reseeareees 12 50 
638 75: 
| 


County of Kent. 


Charles Cormier............ For 12 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th 
JUMe, 1875.....00cccccree.coveee cocceeeee ennnes senees senesenes 100 00 


Carrind (or 000d ...10.010s..s00nsknebeseens 100 00 1,881 25 
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STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, etc.—Continued. 


| 
' 
t 


To whou: paid. Service. Amount. Total. 


| $ cts. $ cts. 
LOUGH FOTWATG:srasusen cs essoss saeecen 100 00 | 1,881%25 
County of Kent.—Continued. 
J. McD. Sutherland........ For 12 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th 
[Oo AMG ph OUO ceigaseg iret rece eeecteace eaten eeeetea ures 75 00 
MOG ES TuC PANG Noswaevsccasowas | do OE LS wewkee ones | 30 00 | 
DEAS GPOUATG 5.250006 sa050 | do Oy 5.) is ulNwpeeeenudene 30 00 | 
James Harnett.....-.....06 | do WO och ah ee seaaenses 30 00 : 
Lazare GUIMON 0... eos sveses) do MO pet inese eects ; 75 00 
Nichelas Muzzeroll......... | do Gh Ue svaas coves 37 50 
Tier anaiet Rae 377 50 
County of Kings. 
MBAR UE OSHAY, 5. cosniescnns aioe For 12 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th | 
PUUC LOO agsesase cuss Valecbeta tines arkaccectvuretsans waves 100 00 
Samuel Gosline.......-...00 do COM gutter ececseest | FO 00 
SN Dhaai ac eh aaa a do UG) N prin lato cdetes dees 30 00 
Ne DCWe DEF sc escnse vfere do Oe gt fin Meaeeeacete ts | 50 00 | 
‘Samuel Gamblain..... ..... do Or tat wl piskeceoneees 30 00 | 
KORRIETTET ge 
| County of Northumberland. | 
Prudent Robichaux........ For 12 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th; 
gS MESON Digaresessescs seusnnces Sean i gsperesesece edness seecte 100 00 
Norman Campbell.......... do re Ga core Beall Paps bE 50 00 
AMOS PELE - ce: dviveledenses do Org. 1) pares ecunaees 100 00 
N.B. T. Underhill.......... | do GO. pil utiaess counts 160 00 
A OURO RAT a tocccisertor> do Gig adh? 1. Cageuscses 400 00 
ABrONn, HOTCYi i565 o.5-00cdee | do AtOy aimee nS 5 A 30 00 
George Bryanton.........06. do (LO io Peccaseat co | 30 00 | 
Kenneth Cameron......... do ALO enei yhit diets wemecaase 100 00 
Patrick Bergin............0. do GOT anh hese tacaay eer 30 00 | 
Thomas Smith............... do CO Pere Mate ae weve 30 00 | 
David Somers ...........0068 do LO Die, eeecsectaet 30 00 | 
MOSER GIS. oss pcnacro sens do 10 S13 b ucccrteeseaan 30 00 
Denis Hogan. .........0+..05 | do DOG, th teecrateee 30 00 
‘Thomas McKenzie. ........ | do Ocul |). uleca cecemmess 30 00 
Henry Oldfield.............. do Oo Rae Ratt onas eccte care 39 00 
Robert Brimner.............. | do do ike Seana 30 00 | 
John Williston ............06! do QO) 7 Lisi 2 wena seas | 100 00 
James Russell ...........0. do QOr | i liitcuaseuccreetes 150 00 
Thomas Taylor.........s00 | do CRON AGs: ia enaetne ae | 50 00 
GORD StVIMASt, co.cs..us voeeee do COON Wilt Ceverapeamemee | 50 00 ' 
Witliam Wyse........seees For 6 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 3lst 
DOVOM DSR IE 14 carsay saleun svoedten easesmainsencceatemectns 100 00 
Thomas Savoy....ccceesecses do CLO rect cs Sugsesew oboe 15 00 
Michael Donovon........... | do LO, wy rete aadeenes 9 00 
William ‘Cushman. ........ ‘For 9 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th 
UDG ALS Dyststherednecces russ osaason coieed automate 123 97 
| ———_——| 1,807 97 
, County of Queens. 
DUAR BAI cootccaanssnbaricgon For 9 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 31st| 
DGCAMber VAR Ih uses coscseanh caseraene? BPM BER CN 15 00 
John Secord.........0 .s-sesv0 do dO ic) Gn tieevaen ae 15 00 
I. T. Hetherington......... do SAS MUTE fe tse Sees 15 00 
AE We = AP LES 3 Seer are do do daderetseed 12 50 ; 
| rn 57 50 
i Carried forward... apcisehes Deena pateateme eee 4,384 22 


—_——_— | 


a 
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STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, ete.— Continued. 


To whom paid. | Service. Amount. Total. 
et ln ett a 
| $ cts $ cts 
| Brought forward scceccesersecereees E spiukins vey Sxkuw supe 4,384 22 
| County of Restiyouche. | 
i | 
E. Ferguson.....escsoee sees .|For 12 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 30th! 
} JUNC, 1875 ..ccceves cesecrers cccceeseecoosesers ceeeenees 100 00 
Wm. MeMillan.. ....... ss 6 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 3lst 
4 December, 1874.....s00sccccsssecee sresennes eereeners 50 00 
A. McPherson, jun ........ | do do ee 12 50 
J. McMillan ........0. cesses do Oita SP chases dus 12 50 
TRISH lk 175 00 
County of Sunbury. 
Reuben Hoben........ sss For 6 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 31st 
December, 1874....0. cceseecessens soeeesneeeesernees | 50 00 
_annapen 50 00 
County of St. John. 
| 
William Skillen...........0. For 6 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 31st 
JOS. O’ Brien ......000 vee -seees December, 1874......ssccecssesee cesses seeeen seseeenes 50 00 
do GO == tewenceee 37 50 
i sae 
| County of Victoria. | 
! 
Charles McCluskey ........'For 6 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 31st} | 
December, 18T4.c.0+seecee cceneeeee serecenee seanenees | 5) 00 | 
Charles Roberts ... sss. do do sunnorde? 15 00 
John McDougall...........: do GO. '' — Acaiengte 15 00 
Ce PRONEG Ly, skannsiaen spond nceie® do ty, | > | oversees 15 00 
Donald Frazer.........s0s0 do BO «| °| ssesweexs 15 00 
Thomas Edgar.........ses0 do OG | eaenweaye 15 00 | 
Edward Maloney....... »... do kee 15 00 | 
‘ ea 140 00 
County of Westmoreland. | 
W. B. Deacon ....0. eeceveees ‘For 6 months’ salary as Fishery Overseer, to 31st 
December, 1874.....1ceeseeceeceneeenerserceeens seneee 30 00 | 
TD. T. Cormier ..... cesses do GQ... sevavenes 30 00 
Hugh Davidson.......+..s0+ do GO. | —_aaceanaes 25 00 | 
Seah | 85 00 
County of York. 
James Campbell............ For 6 months’ salary as Fishery Ov erseer, to 31st, 
December, hy Pe eRe Ris, Feeley ' 15 00 
William Brown...... «..++ l do OG. ic till docctncas 15 00 | 
Alex. MOIP......000.0+sseeveees do BG. -, “Mf ssanganes 15 00 | 
prostntaheds tod 45 00 
Ebenezer Ferguson ........ For 12 months’ disbursements as Fishery Overseer, | 
| to Blst December, 1874........c0+ ceceeeeee sereeeene 33 00 
William McMillan.... ......, do MO, a) peten wasn 11 90 | 
James Hickson .......+..0+- do do % epeesed 149 50 | 
William Bateman........... do dO, -<ssusease 25 01) | 
P. Robichaux .........-..200 do GO ical sh cexmtares 26 00 | 
Justinien Savoy ...... s+ do AO _—_nennnncas | 15 39 | 
Tuste Hach6 .....100 s.r | do dO. wenden | 23 00 
| Carried forward..eeseseseees veers 284 20 | 4,966 72 


STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, ete —Continued. 


To whom paid. Service. Amount. | Total. 
| 
a OR MNS oo el er 
| 
| P 1cts, $ cts. 
| DIOUGIO TL OTWOT Os sacs accede cncnedes | 284 20 4,966 72 
PIB OSV CLICY. cereus tte cates For 12 months’ disbursements as Fishery Overseer, ; 
to December sret, TS sa iia eccrine seeee | 42 00 | 
William Cushman ......... do CON aati errs ' 40 50 , 
bromas “Taylor ois weentoce do de seesseess| 29:25) 4 
ABD Underhill s..s.c5: do 3 CS ata deh Maan Bee ) 12 85 | 
FOMITSELO PAM orn cass vee ec gore do CHM TAS Cae aancaee 128 35 
Kenneth Cameron ’......: do ON uA De Seeanenes | 22 50 | 
DAVIG SOMES: saseshenvcecers | do CHO. be ea eee eee 2 75 | 
AMES TUUSBEL! casseore woecks do CO sma e en desea | 15 50 
JORR WUTStON ie sienectechs do GG ANG Disc euecpet 44 00 
William (Wise <csse0 be csensey | do CEO sila siikes ene ee, 71 00 
Lhe, ONPIBLOT seni yeewre a5 te do OES ee 43 00 | 
Chatles: Cormier....:......- do POT MS Vine cannestrs 30 00 |} , 
J. McD. Sutherland ........ | do GO Sree 50 50 | 
sD ICR COU Mesos yea do GO tee!  Wieaeaa ses | 39 50 | 
WA Reiley omar son, uctte« do DOs Oe hc eae sae 14 15 
Engi Davidson... t0csne do do Ltisesstuers 20 00 | 
Wallace Taylor............. do CEO 1e Sesreen MPa ee a | 10 00 | 
B, L. Cunningham Sueaeetas | do ROMANE), |3,) seemed 53 00 
James Brown vessesssssseesese do EO Sey e Piedae hates 16 00 
W. B. McLaughlin ........ | do doen eae 38 50 | 
Pate COUPER ytceasahcecesaee do OE ls ieiooeees 41 30 | 
Leonard Best ........ oe do OL At tae ences 15 00 | 
aSeaG POSHAY 's.ce..ssyeesceee do LO TNS seh Scere 19 00 ; 
Samuel Gosline...........0.. | do Ch) (ARABI a, Ma 40 00 | 
NIG VEE Leos Sees luense do CO OW Garage ans 30 00 
Wesel QUE Dy ee arti tecdue ives do CN I naar he, 29 20 
Hhues Mier 24.08 cccanvesices do Ope hV) taiongates 8 00 
Hugh Garrisons... A A do do 28 32 
Wee PIVEN Nerta.s ccs sare do ICES Oe Mi A 12 00 
JOR TISC WELL vans encden costes do C5 a eR aan et 13 00 
Charles McCluskey ........ | do Oi Ui eeiecatey 42 20 
Os, CO DEIGM van estes ccc nen do LOI cece race 19 00 
William Brown............. | do CEQ fehl Heat Sa cee 24 00 | 
SUAS ATID DEI Circa, do ERO Nea eieeede 12 00 | 
Vi Ede WEEE ec ssaaes ects 12 months’ salary as Inspector of Fisheries, to| | 
F SULA" SMUG, VEO TO. acess naps toecurncetee repeats comasenseae 1,372 00 
Receiver-General ..........+ Superannuation tax on W. H. Venning’s salary 28 00 | 
Fob ven CIEL aaticecce sce es | 12 months’ salary as Clerk to Inspector of! ; 
Fishertes, to’ 30th June, 18782... Jcnetscstecn: 394 92 | 
Receiver-General........... Superannuation tax on C. R. Venning’s salary. 5 08 | 
Wate Veunitag sso. 12 months’ disbursements as Inspector of Fish- | 
eriegn to SEN Uuikoy LST --v. uc. eactaeteaseseeeeeahs 641 48 | 
Buet eee Vas ATE ia, os Coal for Inspector of Fisheries’ office.........0.0+: 38 49 | 
JAMES COPD fe caapersccrecerts | Services as Special’ Guardia. oc cates 175 00 | 
PAMOTIN POW CM tues tereceues For postage Stam pang c.iiee b csesce eek s socck vecneaane 80 00 
J ORUDONS OG ss..shaccessts SAION OLY, slide ccdebaccdecescqindee ucergecce ietivncane eee 69 40 
POS OMINOU tine ristedrsccse it Pad COL" POStA LES >.005% cess doacessovpeshoxt sens tnenueaenes 25 58 
Ellis & Armstrong ......... AAV OTUISUND adc akics cuvstads, scocsnpaeanaok seapenanrneeemees 40 25 | 
Nee. Stages sr eis cst LO PRE, Beowe nan tonoe le Setacess stea cinerea maa tetita et | 45 25 
William (WW yee eS Wis tassees | Balance of saary ch. eA ioe cscditars noses dese seks 200 00 | 
M. J. C. Andrews........... 6 months’ salary and disbursements ...........+.. 145 00 
ESC ESOT al ae A oe ceme Professional services ..... oh pine tecene Coameun abn as net 291 58 
daWaue [egy hive) 80, sermon Sete | GOs | IN) Masveceen vepapeeaneaneeeateanet 75 00 
Christopher Parker ........ Salary from 1st July to 30th Sept., 1874, BS) | 
Fishery Overseer ...... tye secbsaeue den MeRMeneees iaistn ete 36 66 
| pr Rae UNE a) be 5,004 26 4,966 72 


29 


STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, ete.——Continued. 


| To whom paid. Service. 


| 
» | 


Amount. Total. 


a 


———- ———_———  ——— 
ed — 


_ 


cts. $ ets. 
BUGGIES TOF WAT: «sy cavennveaamnasxis es | ie 004 26 4,966 72 
| 
| 
BOS. KNOW1ES.. ..0004 ceereeeee OU AS DRED oc osieassettenw sy Bie cwea nats aitpsidahPuivnn ix kainereEes | 17 95 | 
Bets, DCA COM... 020600 ose F) LIA WCORTS . vasesseeescanye sgabatinsitts atin see adie puEye <0 vin | 52 15 
Bowes & Evans..........+06 HSparing S6OVe=-bLO WEL: . 100.00 csnsccpsubech cntedsanan es 0 80 
APE DLS cscs dvssnte vepescees Subscription to Ne ws-room.........06 sesscoee seovses, | 5 00 
acer 5,080 16 
Prince Epwarp ISsLAnp. 10,046 88 
James Clow ......se0e ee seeeee |For 12 months’ salary as Water Bailiff, to 30th June, 
DIE iababalinketaaian thverigaes ec sn vee ant dvands ox eseeicwamn 4a9 pd earls 19°47" | 
Michael Ready...... ...cese0 do Oe Wa ease corres 19 47 
Noah Godfrey...... .....000 do D7 MOA og cob eases 19 47 
SUPPLE ATING..cnny055 senses do ON ton ats 19 47 
SPEC ICENEIG.., 0535-00 so00s000. | do NG. [al sides | 19 47 
TA | do Can alin rice oa 19 47 | 
James Mitchell... .......... do Teal de Dah Seite <r 19 47 
Michael Dunn................ do SUE naka Ae SP 19 47 
RECS ; do Os Fl Wi tensibes 19 47 
Lionel Garmin...... Besiarss do CS Ns a crcness 19 47 
EL, SANGCTSON 0.0005 svccnenes do OM Oil ree he eae | 19 47 
Stephen Myers ...........066 do A” i Dama ee | 19 47 
Mathias Hughes. ............ do SO NSU oo ates saree 19 47 
Biyren Clark ..scor.csecesesss] do Ss Mls Pence | 19 47 
SETI ccanvanenes psereeces do BO ies eas kn 19 47 
PT POORGB: civsosscxinemeceserss do ros Sib call a A nae CE 19 47 
EIST A DSATN. 5... 0900+ 0005 do QO an eacitconcess 16 22 
Angus Doyle......... 0.0000 do QO Tee er iearasers 16 22 
Patrick McCulloch......... do EEE SU ee 19 47 
LOE DIILY:. cc sagvenvnspoesees do act. xesere , 19 47 
SPM GAMICY...csounessnorersess do do sees 19 47 
J. aE, scarabaeh aGahans> Nita peteeAttOGROM ash *hohutea® . dfs cus a vena 16 22 
Arch. MCAULECY....sesnev00e- For 6 months’ salary, to 3lst December, 1874......... i 1 
Ne een oSi 1c atee) net ahh bos onianaviny veh <)> ¢ arena to nad Hiss thee sient vanes copanbashs | 15 00 
UD OS bones ischnbesnes evens For 12 months’ ‘salary protecting Nail pond.......+0 16 22 
a 459 54 
| MANITOBA. | 
Donald Gunn .........ccceees For Salary as Fishery Overseer, from 22nd October, 
EST oy SIGE ANON, VOU tess sien sasesuiek rash Gecomin eee 288 65 
| 
| Fisu-Breepinc, FisHwayS AND OYSTER-BEDS. | 
Op hn as ‘For 12 months’ salary as Officer in charge of New-| 
| castle Matabliahment...0sss:<scsassccocesccanscvsee’ 1,176 00 
Receiver-General........... Superannuation tax on S, Wilmot’s Salary ....0. 42 00 | 
Simmons & Jardine......... Fish trays for Newcastle Establishment. ........ 144 52 
James Neevin ............-00. Salary as Caretaker Bai £9 steers 350 00 
Montreal Telegraph Co... Telegrams Rvs CEL eaeseoran 34 07 
James Wright........00..000 Tinware GO Gy) pnciens 21 63 } 
B. Nicholgon.........00. 20... * Coal GO 6° 1 papsveaen 57 95 | 
SERMEIGS OID. .ccccncevseossnass. Labour RO. i) ieeteers 10 00 | 
J. G. Barefeldt.............+. Hardware QO.» sakesbakes 30 39 | 
SMI ESRB LO snsscne neces sosess Lumber < SO, Eres 8 70 | 
BU PEERETEPDG « ceconscan cosess soese: Picking ova doy ~~ lsc | 10 25 } 
Page & Kidder........ ..... Parafine varnish rs Ra ge ee 17 50 
Spencer & Gunnell......... Labour er | 65 75 
John Caweth..........00 sess do GO == anensenes 36 00 
RL OUNOS ei tiskitossees tncess Postages poh Heeanenes | 10 50 
H Carried forwGsd,....cciscrscavecracsene 2,015 26 |. Scoeen ‘seceus 


STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, ete —Continued. 


/ 
| 
To whom paid. | Service. Amount. Total. 
tie 
| 
| S iets: | $ cts. 
| Brought forward. wo. 0. foavanaaee 2,015 26 
: | 
| FIsH-BREEDING, ETC.—Continued. 
Lp 0) CACAO a ate RNR On Pot Express charges on California ova for New | 
CAStC MStaDIISNIMEE ts aw ai ubecalces tea sees ieee | 26 85 
PON COBRATA So ongtanaane acevns Picking ova Oe hse ecese ea 10 00 
EM CMA TE As pabinn sos avcene Raceway 9 ace a es te serie 30 00 
Massey Manufacturing Co Coal stoves OT yD aseeatass 129 63 ! 
“SUSI RUE Tio] sia ape lege | Travelling expenses Ah 9 Kesaeenens 181 56 | 
CON Ries vee ese cents General disbursements iO hon, toe ecacanaone 63 70 | 
DAW s WOMMLOS: scdlesxane geavenset Meat-cutter Ge cui ia heenenmaes 6 00 
Dominion Telegraph Co.. Telegrams Or eh Sreteerens 16 03 
STA. RUOED Ls) comeices un ignnoo dees Painting trays MROUA pagel | Meaheateese 14 63 
Pi MLCLsSOWL, ce rtueras Helpers Twine (UG Bi enbedt vesece cone H at O3 
NVR OU cectnet Gagmnrs se Arrears of rent Se Maly Lele aaanere bars 1,140 75 
James Wright.. .........c06 Fish pails Gy cw oem umanaatee 105 17 } 
ALB: Walbrid ge... wai..0-. Postage stamps LOR Bir Ue tase 17 10 
James Neevin....g.........2+. Labour Oss cai aecaneatioaes 88 80 
PVN ICHOISOR Ee ocr cenpicerses Coal COs, crab tcceenent 25 00 
NVc FRc OURS tnrrgpesuscesionss Posters ova iene wipeacaecns 15 00 
Win PATICOUE fas shs cans ce ceseses Disbursements collecting ova dO ss aasuceees 13 90 | 
WLS MCI AT OTE, casa) sesssxuss Labour AUG. e Mra i raceenee Soe 25 00 
WS SNCLtOM ev oman ese seers do CON Ue IDAN Laeheanes | 36 60 
Spencer & Gunnell......... do FAS Me Oar ped 158 24 
PES LPOW SOP Lumina teageecees | Trap nets ELON ner noun eueueedes | 291-98 
James NGCViN...sacrsscuesses | Travelling disbursements Cha ON yh eco etre 90 30 
Gs A OCOD ali deae sina: secs Cedar posts GOvM a Ue Vaueenenes 56 25 
Dominion Telegraph 65 Telegrams GCOn ret) cian nares 24 94 
Montreal do do LOSY Stale hiss Sattan's 32 40 
Drea TO LOLOL sss weaeseies Hardware Orie yb eg tehccesae 24 57 | 
JAMES HOWE i scines conscaves Carpenter’s work do Berner 14°75 
Sool Wit Ol cers ctecatiascaagpecees To pay local Guardians Ove Bal hue erat 280 00 
CO Dh cas avivanes gicwees fe defray expenses attending Fish Culturists’ 
ASSOCIALION, NOW YOLK crvechessaccatlerstncues 100 00 
Eee (OGTR AN Geoauentes nececcr so] For lumber for reception house at Bowmanville...... | 16 60 
BAS ODOM wiih os din oye aslhe waves Building do OOP ment re ears 130 00 
NOU OLR ORs crcaWcs sce Jovedtoes Expenses to Miramichi Establishment.............. 51 00 
SAN LEINOR cette cbeks+cseaus ...|To pay Jas. Neevin’s expenses to Tadousac Estab- 
JUSTIN GTM acy eaes costae cnn Sonaastn geeaabancedanueseeseine | 116 15 
Opa. s snes sees NT, Hees Pay Jos. Radford’s expenses do 200 00 
WV CT ELECE} deccben aires aves dees For expenses at Miramonte ciiteaasetrcesarece oneteoes 75 65 
oy WHIMOT, ocnss ccceccese Travelling disbursements in connection with 
Kstablishment at Gaspé Basin........... | 146 10 
OHM BON ain teachinet cease ' Making nets do pres 52 25 
John Béchervaise............ Lime do | 9 00 | 
Ci ALLCESON  ciensenuss reves’ Labour OO ease 16 50 | 
DGS MEST st. ctatsamonends aaceae do do biases 43 79 
William Eden...... wg do ON A Taree | 34 45 | 
James Comin. :...04...0 + Vor do do seen 15 00 
ACMA OLN 23h tis panel oeeense | do re Ki eens brite LE 189: 23 
ELOU IY DAV iSirskoctcacaéewads do LO). ae ; 89 30 
Velix AUN Cth. sey ers ~~ do do Tames 20 62 
DW ALOLIGO Un cn asneairaes ss Lumber Oe ena 78 73 
Jos. Eden & Son............ Hardware, paint, &c one pores: | 87 87 
RWOLAS G5 LOWS. caascorelecees | Stores igh Maes 3 thy wy Cee ER | 67 56 
WA: F AttETSOM ..pevescocees Labour Oe ete Voss: 44 62 | 
PEOLW EY MLAS case anclereae acon’ do GOTT stat 50 25 
Lowndes. Brosi....escsecese | Lumber GOT rats 123 84 
John Cass ....... ea sascereak Labour 1 6 eA ee 60 75 
| Cag Fed POV WAL Liiscns glosses vaeshdcedteee, | 6,765 60 


5 
STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, ete.— Continued. 
To whom paid. Service. | Amount, Total. 
| 
SE ea RE eae | 
| $ cts.| $ 
Brought forward..ccreccoeeseeee ove | 6,765 60 | 
Fisu-Breepine, nrc.—Continued. | | 
— Wr. Russell........ceoesecves For Plastering, in connection with Establishment | 
| at Gaspé Basin.........ccascecreressecses mesensoeees 52 20 | 
Wan. Mosher.......0e ceesseeee Labour do sey 204 00 
Me DAVIC RADDL.....0000 voecece ; do Cy Piha | 46 50 } 
Set PHINNEY. <...s..--.6250 Tinware aor OES | 39 97 
Wim. Baker.....cccseceeeeeeees Labour Cees OT es 60 00 ! 
Wm. St. Croix... 0 vu Le Pe 16 00 | 
PRINCE Ot, CTOIX.....000.0006+ Catching salmon i 8 kaa aby err 112 00 
J. Pattersen......rcrseessoees Labour Eo Me Saale or tiees 63 75 
Montreal Telegraph Co... Telegrams do tonnes 23 88 
Thomas McCallum......... Catching salmon ST Pie ai 39 00 
Daniel Patterson..........4 do abla A Ere 39 50 f 
Henry Davis.....-sscreesevee Sale of land 4 OMe es PEE 60 00 
WB, Vibert.......ccrrcerearessveee 6 months’ salary as Officer in charge Establish- } 
Ment at Gaspé Basin...cccrcceeceessseeeseceee sens 125 00 
BI) sawsooors pagsspap senses Travelling disbursements Gory Sess. 44 88 
Wim. Baker.........sseescesen Lumber Oe ees 70 00 }. 
Montreal Telegraph Co... Telegrams dou ra ie 16 94 } 
Henry Davis......covccseseoes Labour ony) fl Pireaass | 120 25 
ATIAS COTM. s5r00000 c0ree. eee do d6r Pl tie 12 00 
Lowndes Bros...... Aa ge Lumber 1a leat TE 11 71 } 
Colas & Slous.........ce.. Stores do raedee 32 69 | 
» Jos. Eden & Son...... ..... do do spite 20 57 | 
Montreal Nis ae ba Co... Telegrams oe a 7 54 
H. Davis.. sears Labour i al ae bed 70 55 
Lowndes Bro8.s.sseesseseeses Forge work 3 \: Re Le | 3 20 
JOLN Davis...rocssroecesseeees Making pump EF all 4 75 
Jno. Alexander......0.-.000 | Labour on dam DO PU te eye | 5 85 | 
Felix Coffin.........0. csssseees do 3 Teanga he 3 90 
J. Leboutillier & Co....... Zine, cordage, &c. BO aan 41 53 
PISGET DEVIGs: wrenerooep 0>> Labour den ee 65 00 | 
POND DBVIBS.. sercrpereporsecee Carpenter’s work pee a ites 50 00 
BPA MET s snsnnhsanses pens seces Labour OO! pekas 31 40 
Benj. Coffin.........seeeee eee Making salmon nets GO! uienenss 10 20 
J. & E. Colas... xi Paint Bac Me ere 1 85 
Montreal Telegraph Co. Telegrams RL Ba? 6 81 
J. U. Gregory. «cesses covers Freight on lumber do.) Nab | 11 40 fF 
Archer & C0....c000 sereees ; Lumber ay Mies SAG 200 80 
MT. PGtOrs...'...00s00r soresessenns do i ager Le 114 00 
John Giblin......cceeceseceeee Coal Gg Mh Mes 69 75 
Dinning & Webster... Rope Sr a xs 9 00 
Page, Kidder & Co. ....... Varnish iy PR Se 26 25 
L. Gagné......sccereceee soooes Breeding troughs ve alaliatling) 21 68 25 
J. U. Gregory...ceeeseosecees Express charges 342 Mee Wage eee 4 40 
L. Gagne.........00recrreeecees Windows do A 22 85 
A. P. Frechette.........ss00 Hardware ( em Abeta CET 12 94 
BRPIRORE wim sveed agarpsbancheees Wages as Special Fishery Guardian at Lake: 
“Memphremagog. Becvsnostnns ansareos 4s Enonsbone seseszece 270 15 > 
P. Stephens. .2...0: ++ seseseees | do da 2° VO Na ans 137 95 § 
W. W. Page ...cccoeseseeress Board of Special Fishery Guardians at Lake 
| Memplremagog....essesssserseresrssees sonsenanenes 29 30 } 
J. U. Gregory. .eceresceseeees Special Guardians at Tadousac Establishment.. 146 50 | 
J. U. Gregory. ....c.cceresees | Freight do 44 75 } 
Joseph Radford i naeipencans | To pay labourers and disbursements, Tadousact 
Establishment ...... cssceesesecseeeceensseee cneneees 496 48 
Sp? Pee | pay for finishing interior Tadousac pear 
MEN. .ersveee veceeeeee cones pcuceany b apenpesenany ao appee 479 87 
| Carried forward... rereeeee| 10,423 66, 
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| 
To whom paid Service Amount. 
| ; 
DS ARTS ROUEN SINAN OE NCES ROLLA IRE AO a ohne SD EE yh tee 
| $ cts. 
BROUGH fOTWATA a> snaccsseanteenees 10,423 66 
FisH-BrEEDING, ETC.—Continued. | 
i 
| 
Price BroS........sece+seeeeeee {For lumber, in connection with Tadousac Estab-| 
PISH MN Eten jshencsbehe shoes sthoase tu ccasde ame tedees 427 82 
CHO yaaa ly deo studalee seeitcs aoe Lumber for Reception House GONG Pte dao nces | 241 80 
Joseph Radford............ Shingles Cie gate ene | 34 00 
POR MOTUDGE owen vadesebreteates vate Carpenter’s work dO ayia. Orio 
J. Tremblay svsovsses cnecseeos Blacksmith’s work dos Ate | 5 03 
We tovingtonsts.beb a0 Attendance GO: isseicewaatcs ! 101 00 
RE VGHDAL vices spedtyecmasctsnve Lumber CON aN aeteiaes | 82 44 
\ ioeog: 64 Cs as Ge Can Disbursements ra LSA! Piel ae 364 42 
MO: Me Le pete hice gsns Procuring ova CO a ven. | 105 38 
OM rem lay vis sok-cecawsenss Indemnity for ground CO gs) SY. ste 100 00 
INLINE Gi nievoscieanetyesaiarinet Labour at Restigouche Establishment...... Hekeres 388 73 
DO ahi Nricoskad ecenatinep betas Horse-hire, &c. A A a ea ae | 10 00 
OWES iitieaah Yer ebeb ane ts Stove and pipes 10 | aa eeae nes 14 60 
Ws -O. Hninis. ye. sec. 3c).: Lumber COs wha tees, | 36 00 
Ot PAL CORS ON, 0 Hest te ns. Stove CO cc oannieress: | 18 00 
Thomas Copeland........... Wages as Assistant dO ie tesckness | 100 00 
PL MOWaGs. ss spatstinn Pela gesne's | do CO uae aretee ce | 137 50 
Joon Mowat: t.isiivecns.: Expenses distributing ova dO Oyen 105 00 
Jolin Campbell Ly. .4 55055. Guardians, Kedg wick River. c.c..ti.\c.seppcth peendees | 125 00 
BBV O WIN uk. s totes He ns os do HScuminac Kiverwiye.c...sesecssuccue tases 50° 00 
NO CEES Gels pt aes On rc do Nouvelle Rivers iis, s.cskaecnent es 50 00 
Jacques Girard (.0..4.. 2.0... Building fishway, River a: Mars... ...s.c00¢aiesen stones | 286 94 
Woke W hitchernsy. to 0... Disbursements as Commissioner of Fisheries, 
in connection wiih fish-breeding........... 230 03 
J As CaMiran dys decks Professional services in connection with suit] 
for violation of Fishery Laws at Lake 
| MeMOD TOMA PO Wis..56 8k sikeb ene remnantemer se eaumens: 81 40 
ALSPGL GATIOUTL Piteedes inet Guardian, Lower Gatineau Lakes.......... .....06 30 00 
Dit WOMNOL, swacecceivele arses Disbursements as Special Fishery Sone aUle 
during the. breeding season, «0h... sss. cnens: o 41 72 
RU UAAUL OER lass asp Ben's anes « do do sakes 50 00 
DTN AIS fob ctpteabiecceastes CO QO at ee. 46 00 
SUP OTR) EQ DB oUt) Wl URReent Ms du AG. Re cates: 13°75 
OC) AOL DORAL: sch pshake Puicnnces do OG iui pate: 44 23 
WoR SW hitcheras. iF .cc000 ITo pay local Fishery Guardians...........csesess cssseeee | 400 00 
Ae Lh WV ILI. 2 : Bis caswgss és (For 12 months’ salary as Officer in charge of Mira- 
Tai chistes hme nite es... Yecocdceschcces nantevas’s 800 00 
UE SU eet nbetaea sts Travelling disbursements Oi) He cases 265 25 
Isaac Chasegreen.........+ | Attending ste EO Cage 434 42 
DP MGIC Od ccc) ehoatds sdercaiens | Balance of claim for extras do Bate Ae 307 38 
BIL GLOTE Lc cscrtectacestnienters Labour 5 i aE ee 209 75 
Pe OGL wane Pett tee tenaescct Freight and coal OT isan el 154 17 
COP, MOWLCY.. 206s -feiineenes Water pipes GO Neteeny 140 04 
ames EAS Webi debeccoe | Salmon twine, &c AG. a oats 139 45 
Alexander Stewart......... | Horse-hire, &c. do eres 99 55 
Thomas Mullin..2............ | Taking salmon ‘ RSS ABA 5 | 93 60 
George Goddard............ Labour 1 aaa Po 24 00 
Edward Sinclair............ | Manure to cover feeding pipes do wun. 28 07 
William Mason.@z. .ci,....: Hardware DO Bee conncare 63 52 
AYRE ad RIEGIIE 28s 02h Gonne ; Lumber rs aaa ema 70 33 
MAINES DIOW Db sid. <depnesoe. Paint oF MY Ue 14 89 
DAV Sc dlucacdhl an sshisecnbincoh Copying press and stationery for Miramichi 
Establishment ........... Wiriavaat abesess speates so 21 07 
RUE 1 ERIC Rae anes ean Iron bands for water pipes 72 MR Slr 27 00 
James Murray, .i.7..i,35.... | Iron scraper do A BE, 6 00 
Thomas Maltby........ +04 end Plaining lumber GOON hacen 12 39 


Carried forward .scvssercenixsicrece ; 


17,062 08 


Total. 
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STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of acini etc.— Continued. 


' 1 < aris 
| | 
To whom paid. | Service. a Amount. Total. 
| aa 
: 
Brought forward. ese secs 17, 3620 se 
| Fisa-BREEDING, HTC.—Continued, | 
OUT DBLEDY: o50.05) c08dievogy For Superintending construction of Miramichi 
Establishment........00ss000 UN iakeddecmiseuebee sd 100 00 
PACING MIAH sabsveliglit sipixbacen Office furniture COE Ul AO dossenese | 21 00 
ee Cre WAGE cess ccsbeceses Hardware GUT FIA ais ctaes 13 02 
RE ART Gen sadns> dhvardnsagarods Building fence GON Ail Wakes. 111 00 
EM PUMTOEY ccsudpnscisensna sees. Hardware do Biikasiee 29 60 
Petey ROUT Gs savodedesipiossonss Telegrams OD) pal ioae cess 5.13 
Hugh Currie........ Geovinssns Labour IG Ly 0 fa ieeataes 14 00 
SEE ms nkaunsssespsdyissessos do GOS Wiese: 10 00 
SRPPRIAIAALs vous abuctdeah iy vs00. do Lone Lites sss.s 36 00 
John Hogan....eeeseceeeees do Gi. Mai akan. 40 00 
BM ROUSE, ts 0s cbiseicsceccees Telegrams B/G Sei Recd, « 26 58 
ED a Freight LOE he niterstis 26 80 
Thomas McKenzie.......... Taking salmon Oh wil s weteeb tenes 88 20 
Oe US lt eee CS ae Lumber AG TiMeeris. 1 as 
Alexander Atchinson...... Labour Tepid SU eRsassane 7 00 
John Chasegreen............ do Gs 4 Saya 66 80 
ig ee ARIUS F adeeesssins'noiss | Nails hs ioe whee 10,55 
GE MBIGDY .ssndccscknscscene _ Labour OT ie tee 10 00 
Bae Bs TRARCHIOS jovitss: 0000. Lumber Us Co RN Bs ar 43 04 
DRE A GY Lobsaie cos ans Sprinkler and hardware Cis) (0) Cie rasan: 66 83 
PERO UOLTIO. 0.5655. 530+00>-5 | Labour AG AND Aotinaeasos 40 20 
eeecA VE TITEL. Wien vase voce. Balance of disbursements, June account, Mira- 
mich? Hstahlishmen ts, occic-cssteletrcesven cenens 5 36 
Abbott, Tait & Co......... Professional services suit re Shediac River 
FISH WAY .-scceeeevevesces seseseesesssnsessees sees ce eees 10 00 
Pein OY COUIDY sorsecsssasss. | Expenses visiting Miramichi Establishment... 50 00 
AW os) ONNSUOD eens v.sses To pay for removal of obstructions, River Tier, N. S. 100 00 
aneenwens tt) Le ee 
| ‘' LA CANADIENNE.” : 
Napoleon Lavoie... ........ [For 12 months’ salary as Commander........ssceesseeeee | 1,200 00 
Ee Be asnancets | 12 months’ disbursements for provisions, wood, 
SUL POON Aka tadn cane ess pstusdorueugsonnpsdsesy stanne 531 10 
ant. 1). Morin...... si... 11 months’ and 16 days’ salary as Sailing Master 478 31 
EES EO) sedeaneet be ouws Allowance for board whilst vessel was fitting 
Gee oir sats vxaderven bvescgps Sobsessntnphadpesenaben ashe 35 50 
OP tihsan connexes Expenses of steamer on her trip to Halifax...... 100 00 
ye errs BGP GE OIG Wi ss ceccsa deus tn enka sas ads Adarcarenenees are | 14 00 
BRP ASTOLOTY vssscnsssnnsnees |To pay Wages Of CLOW....ssceceesececesss seeseseee eeeeenenees 2,040 28 
SO SS Gere FOr Paintin g ....esesecees cecesseee ceeeessee ceases ceeeennns ennees 12 55 
ae SS Ee ele Repairing furmiture, CtC.....+...erese scooreescee senses 13 00 | 
eT UO vcxseenes's> vasaxsaes | RBA ic scc avec savers suunaben.pcaeh vaxesbanaheksesianarepneepanied 436 78 
SET asec annnsds envanness Beebe ie wc nas hs one snauana second canssel Vhease sicaenbevesnall 217 
Joseph Archer.......-...+0+- | GRO Tieanshis tacasanid so) achsnn coil paeoaieg i sgusleatren 23 44 
MECMEMTORS vicvotsaskacncasccnens WSO URI ec cctnsch xicansses te tneayesss ntarn bepeeheer anne 130 08 
George T. Davie ............ Repairs and wintering -........s0.,.ccrccssssssassecsese 602 80 | 
SERUNONOEID da icvcuwnen nq waensecss STF WR Bioven caccix cobcesdanncasesnss S Dosded nate casera 37 72 
P. Sanschagrin..........06+. | BEPGO ac icorsas xeseccats Veveeann- +. ¥sapnens benign ve dauabmpeeuly 19 50 
MOS OE ER ea | PVG CIGLONE Gp eccisigers sshencc cones sane saedkrnes sonal Uiebacoas 539 11 
Chinic & Beaudet........... PO WUGE, Jvccnacasicscnchedebncs cninenscctahtanniasenapipnianaes 48 00 
J. MATMEN .. 200.000 0rscccccees Cartage and fire WO0d...........sccosesseses secre senses 56 06 
F.0. Vallerand...... ....». Lamps, chimnneys and WiCKS.......... .ssccsccccsesees 70 40 
oe CR eee Raper a RS Provisions, meat, etc .......+. eo ee eee ee | 329 48 | 
Connolly & Co..ccee neers PSV IRGONIE cessesenieseidnsen, aise whaverncccundenthdcadepiiant 65 10 
| Carried farward.......occerceessesseses 6,785 38 
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STATEMENT of Expenditure on account of Fisheries, etc.—Continued. 


To whom paid. Service. Amount. Total. 


ee 


Bets. $ cts 
Pr OUGIUNTOTIOOTA ocos, hswasdivedennies | G10 BS v | ccet sens aocanes 
“La CANADIENNE.” —Continued. | 
MOCIESA EO, CFO) Lewnsete enters {For TiO Wie Lees eee a ee oe eee cans sane eee 8 00 | 
Louis Bourget }...........06 [MP PORTIONS Wo... 2hlabivciomouttl.J Jon th ations ieeseel tena 816 60 | 
Wak BIMOt Latics fe see | Drugsiand: medieiiegn...ccteekaeteteek coe eee 21 00 | 
#. M. Dechene’...........00 Flannel; linen, sheets, bedding) eter tt. i...2-<: 110 68 | 
Y GRE ih dectens se eetaka Uniforms for 18 men and one stewardsr..--...-.. 236 00 
SULTS? 2p t8 Oe Se Hose, hardware, crockery, tinware and repairs: 205 44 
) OEY Re ad Gt: Cc ream oe a Uniform POT USE NE TB sais Sina dic ues cee temo eaten : 15 00 | 
aE, Vezina INNER AIS A ig Ie a | Praia Ce Ve occ, oat oa hens <gesicp as PORe eee en tenis aay | 27 97 | 
PEE! SeOth s...thie. Ale. an UN CORE NA she Da Siar Os Oty a MSRM SOE Aly Sey 5 83 | 
OL EROUCHOL oabisstvadslereaneses AMGWANCOKIOT UNITOHIN 5. .c.5-0 05 -sesene teens otter serves 12 00 | 
PT. ROUT ..ctecs censscoee Washing and repairing linen.............,..006 Wiser 35 25 || 
Seley MOAECONL Varancleassie sept ines AN ORGIBANS th Lavstas coca eastatecte ned aeeeenalrenmneeetadiene 9 60 | 
mA) Erulhichardson?s. Ro... DiC QUE TN YS) AVIS iscsi yeohons Scene asada vane MORRO L GR oto aans | 8 40 
SATIN OUR <n obicateyaniesiesi DCLG OS) UMass 6. i v-ss leneen’d nek teint tes dastltdas Sores el | 1 20 | 
Bed HR OMB Dee ce stn htee Metin we's' PLO MOUPISLOON bc coals cceresenel newenncdetoesmeebaag et re sbeecus 12 00 
BMG CAG aks Case teens Repairing COMPASSES, ..ouvae sete cokes RR 9 25 
BI ADT veka krdusebuctaorees ss AUMOLTASID DOE, Races nsisvonce us oc sueedee eeceeeou omaeee aaRNeie 6 72 
D. Davidson........ REE sts: MelPSCOPS HA vox nistavectiterwcteaste tanto ate avectrea cae: 14 40 
Audet & Robitaille......... Cordage, canvas, brushes, paint, etc.. 317 18 | 
Middleton & Dawson...... SSLAGOHONY Wises cet ccdsu vacasecden one ebesea an uummener tel gars | 19 08 
Quebec Gulf Port SS. Co. Freight to Gaspé...... PauowssGus vad aw sont te eee aatiee 12°25 
Me HA os ORT F tu setdesrorected esses’ Advertising tenders for ‘‘ La Canadienne’”..... 12 00 | 
PN TATU Oe eory eee oeols| Repairmg blocks .t2.... wdidsdustandsvesgh steeevartcey 21 34 | 
GE AINE GIRIOT. chs sinesies socvee Mooring and watching vegsel’.t.....ficesdessecesese 10 00 | 
Allan Gilmour & Co...... Waintering ab indian iWove nin e.e ees cecne 40 00 } 
-Napeleon Lavoie............ 30 days’ board in Quebec, travelling and other 
OX PCNSES Sp iveisdsrdsesencabvarvarsire Uamtageneasdateos 5 168 75 
ABE. AD. MOTI disse) Wes .es Carriage of self and twelve men from Indian | 
Caveito Quebec aes NESE Ia eens 9 95 
Napoleon Lavoie...........06! A llowanCetor-URUOrM .Nivs.;decc oosevcrseaeeieie es 30 00 | 
MOD TOT COs sesessescce! PEO ViSHOUIRG F125; vais Le encses coeuetenens ao dNiesia aaee al ek 10 00 | 
A. BlaDChelicsascsciersens Paid for cartage, ferriages, GEC Irs tags ahtaciopsea ee 15 78 
i reanrpis 9,067 00 
STEAMER ‘‘ GLENDON.” | 
PP Wet LAr Ks i. te nssvanvers BOT LO 1OUS CORALS a lao tesasetnes =: caters ablcacwadshersrserces 133 00 
PLC OLSAUERL soho gats ewenses Travelling expenses to St. John to join steamer} 50 00 
eb TET ATID O.5 onc .es sermons On secchitmcnthh, fos ete eee | 750 00 } 
fis bls 933 00 
‘ | | | 10,000 00 
RECAPITULATION. 
PUSHOYICS ON COTLO s.srestaes sss su aeabies esguecss vaseneg Piece nee Ses etosn $8,383 61 
do CJUEDEO, testtee crcncchueneseranestcccccevsmoeteeeeranes: a Season OOD fan 
do NOVA (SCOUlE recewcasieweescsscs taeda s covencn cast cengsectenasaate 12,265 83 
do INGW. SUSCUMSV ICH castes ss sessane'scerseueaadeesars beeheetee 10,046 88 
do PYUUCE Ma Ward Telaatl tise. tienes ccs dosads doFauw ennacere 459 54 
do MVOC cest gece see vaterrcane seavusses Ghoassenes mo slela cxganee es 288 65 
Fish-breeding, fishways and oyster beds..........66 sesseeesseoees 18,004 93 
ah bis Canadienne PANO SG TONCO 15 cCesheons Ace taedy se eeeeeeae 10,000 00 
69,257 81 


| 


The expenditure, as shown above, is $2,587.63 in excess of that shown by the Finance Department, 


the Audito 
Brunswick 


J OHN 


r having charged the Salary and Travelling Expenses of the Inspector of Fisheries for New 


and Nova Scotia, to Civil Government. 
TILTON, ; Wm. SmMIra, 
Accountant. Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 
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APPENDIX No. 3. 


REPORT OF THE CRUISE OF THE GOVERNMENT STEAMER “GLEN DON,’ 
EMPLOYED IN THE PROTECTION OF THE FISHERIES OF THE 
GULF AND RIVER ST. LAWRENCE, DURING THE SEASON OF 1875, 
UNDER COMMAND OF NAPOLEON LAVOIE, ESQ., FISHERY OFFICER. 


To the Honorable A. J. Smrra, 
( Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 
L’IsuEet, 31st December, 1875. 


Sre,—I have the honor to submit the following report of the cruise of the Gov- 
ernment steamer Glendon, charged with the protection of the Fisheries in the Gulf 
and Lower St. Lawrence, during the past season. 

Before making any observations on the results of my cruise, I deem it necessary 
to bring under your special notice the immense advantage which has been attained 
by the substitution of steam for sails in the Fisheries’ Protection Service. When the 
rapid progress made in the navy of each country possessing a@ maritime coast is 
taken into consideration, as well as the almost universal tendency to replace sails by 
steam, it will be seen that the continuance of the services of La Canadienne, which 
had become too old, would have placed us in a condition of inferiority, and would have 
rendered that vessel almost useless. American schooners have of late been so much 
improved in their build, that they are able to compete with the fastest sailers ; and it 
would have been a folly to have any longer tried to protect our Fisheries with a sailing 
vessel necessarily subject to winds and sea. To be unable, whenever necessary, to take 
a vessel to the place where her presence is immediately needed on public service, and 
especially to have only one vessel at command, is equivalent to having none at all; 
and the so-called protection almost becomes a mockery. With a steamer, however, 
there are, so to say,escarcely any circumstances under which a movement from 
one place to another cannot be effected at will. Let speed be added to the facility of 
motion, and it is easy to understand the immense advantage in protection a steamer 
atfords to fishermen on the shores of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. This consideration 
alone would of itself be sufficient to compensate the few secondary causes of inferi- 
ority between a steamer and a sailing vessel; the main object to be kept in view 
being the speedy and efficient protection of our fisheries. It is true the expenditure 
may be somewhat heavier, but it is only fair that the State should meet an extra 
charge when its service is undoubtedly performed in a far more satisfactory manner. 
Besides, there is really no justifiable ground for such an apprehension, as the most 
simple calculations have already shown in comparing sails with steam. It is there- 
fore useless to remark further on this point, and I would not even have alluded to 
the subject had it not been that I desired specially to draw your attention to the ves- 
sel which Government provided for the performance of my duties. Although 
greatly superior to a sailing vessel, this steamer is far from being adequate to 
the necessary requirements of the service, and is therefore deficient in many respects. 
First of all, she is too slow, and consequently more expensive than a faster boat 
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would be; and thus she cannot possess the two great requisites of a steam vessel— 
namely, rapidity and efficiency. The Fisheries’ protection service must therefore 
necessarily suffer from the above defects. My intention is not, however, to dwell 
at any length on the wants of the Glendon ; it will be sufficient for me to point 
out the most serious defects, in order to draw your attention to it and have them 
remedied as soon as possible. This will be to the advantage of both the Govern- 
ment and the fishermen, and the efficiency of the service. 

Secondly : I consider this the proper time to bring under your special notice the 
constant increase in the number of fishermen, which necessarily calls for an ade- 
quate extension of duties and more attention and labor on my part. Fishing on the 
coast of Labrador in particular has increased far more than one would be led to 
think. Instead of from fifteen to sixteen hundred souls which this coast comprised 
in 1860, the population now numbers nearly five thousand; and as it is mostly com- 
posed of resident fishermen who are joined during the summer season by several 
hundreds of foreign fishermen, you will easily understand that the requirements of the 
service are nearly double what they were ten yearsago. This increase will undoubt- 
edly follow in a progressive ratio, thanks to the more favorable conditions of exist- 
ence which are being gradually developed on the coast of Labrador, consisting of 
the opening of means of communication, the conquests of man over nature, and the 
increased and more reliable means by which assistance can be sent to this population, 
whose isolated position daily becomes less a cause of apprehension. 

As the number of fishermen increases, it follows that the importance of our 
fisheries gradually becomes greater. At the northern extremity of the Straits of 
Belle-Isle, on an extent of coast of fifty miles, immense operations are carried on in 
cod, salmon and herring fishing; the produce of which is valued at no less than 
$5,000,000. Again, the export of the products of the fisheries from the ports of Gaspé 
and Magdalen Islands alone, amounted last year to no less than $450,000. With such 
figures as these, it is not difficult to calculate the value of this industry to the public 
treasury, and how worthy it is of the vigilant protection of Government. These 
results are nevertheless very small, compared with what they should be, were fisher- 
men more independent, had they greater liberty of action, and above all, were they 
permitted to gather the fruit of their labours free from the influence of monopoly. 
This would allow them to improve the model of their fishing boats and fishing gear, 
and to eventually reap much larger profits. All this requires serious consideration 
on the part of a Government which has at heart the development of public wealth, 
as well as the protection of the first of our industries; one which nature has made 
inexhaustible, and from which the nations engaged therein have only to gather the 
products, in order to secure with certainty a reliable source of wealth. 

I beg to draw your attention to the urgent necessity which will then exist of 
providing a safer and faster vessel than the one now in use. ‘The field of our service 
being enlarged, it will become indispensable that the Government vessel shall be in 
all conditions such as is required for such service. 

I shall now close these remarks with an observation which naturally occurs in 
this connection. The settlement of the Fishery Question will undoubtedly bring to 
our shores a greater number of foreign sailors, who will then be no longer hindered 
by restrictions, and whose rights will almost be equal to those of our own people. 
Will it not become necessary, under the circumstances, to protect with greater care 
and increased attention these thousands of fishermen who form the most hardy portion 
of our people, and who will meet a keen and difficult competition at the hands of 
parties who have numerous advantages over them, either through their better organ- 
ization or the superiority of their vessels and fishing tackle? There is surely not in 
the whole Dominion an industry more entitled to our consideration than that of 
fishing, on account of the incalculable wealth it affords; and I do not think that too 
much stress can be laid. upon the importance of its being properly protected and 
aided with all possible facilities and every advantage. 

I have so far spoken of the services which our vessel was called upon to render 
our fishermen ; but in how many other circumstances could she not be made use of; 


’ 
in shipwrecks especially, which are of so common occurrence on the Gulf shores ; and 
of what assistance has she not been to the local authorities, who, in several places, 
were unable to enforce municipal or other laws conducive to peace and good order. 
We are often called upon to assist the local magistracy, whose judgments or con- 
demnations would, without our help, become a dead letter anda laughing stock to 
disorderly characters on these remote shores. I will give one example out of a 
thousand others. During the month of September last, at the request of the Justices 
of the Peace of Cap Chatte and Ste. Anne des Monts, I detailed part of my crew to 
capture several robbers who had become a nuisance to these parishes for over two 
years past, and whose exploits had become almost fabulous ; the local authorities 
being unable to apprehend them, as they took to the woods for their hiding place. 
After much trouble and labour, we succeeded in laying our hands on these culprits. 
They were tried before the magistrates, who, taking advantage of the presence of our 
vessel, sent them to Pereé jail, a distance of fifty miles. Without our assistance, this 
measure would have entailed a heavy expense which, I venture to say, the magis- 
trates would scarcely have dared to incur. 

I shall not, however, go further in this matter, but will enter at once on the body 
of my report, and detail the results of my cruise during last season. 


CAUSES WHICH PREVENTED THE EARLY DEPARTURE OF THE STEAMER ENGAGED IN THE 
FISHERIES PROTECTION SERVICE. 


Owing to the above stated changes, our departure from Quebee was considerably 
delayed. First of all, La Canadienne had to be sent to Halifax, witha picked crew, 
for the purpose of taking back the Glendon. She left Quebee on the 12th May and 
arrived in Halifax on the 27th. Our sailing master was three days getting to St. 
John,.N. B., which place he left with the Glendon on the Ist June for Pictou, arriving 
there on the 8th. Having taken on board 300 tons of coal, the steamer sailed for 
Quebec, where she arrived on the 18th June. She had then to be fitted up for her 
cruise and provisioned, and was eventually finished and got ready for sea on the 26th 
July, when she finally started on her cruise. 

It being too late to call at Magdalen Islands, as the spring herring fishery was 
over, and our presence unnecessary there, we first touched at Ste. Anne des Monts 
where our services were required to investigate several cases of poaching, and then 
shaped our course towards the North shore where salmon fishery was just at its height. 

The Glendon was engaged a little over three months in her cruise this season, 
haying returned to Quebec on the 7th November. During this length of time we 
visited the north shore and the coast of Labrador three times; stopping each time 
at the Island of Anticosti, and paid two visits to Magdalen Islands, Bay des Chaleurs 
and the south shore. The several stations within these divisions were repeatedly 
visited; the Fishery Overseers making reports and receiving instructions at each 
ealling of the Government vessel. 

Order and compliance with the Fishery laws were everywhere insured, thanks to 
our presence. 

It isneedless for me to repeat here the remarks made in my report of last year on 
the spirit of order and tranquility which prevailed everywhere on our Coasts during 
the fishing season. No disturbance of the peace whatever occurred among so large a 
floating population composed of. fishermen of different creeds and nationalities, and 
every one seems to appreciate better every year the care and attention bestowed on 
their wants by the Department over which you preside. 

We met with no serious accident during our cruise; and in every circumstance 
where stormy weather required increased exertions on the part of the officers and 
crew under my command, I had every reason to be satisfied with their attention to 
duty. 
With these preliminary remarks, I shall proceed to review the several 
Fisheries of the Gulf and Lower St. Lawrence in the order hereinbefore set forth. 
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GENERAL REMARKS ON THE YIELD OF FISHERIES IN THE GULF AND 
LOWER ST: LAWRENCE. 


The division under my charge comprises the shores of the Counties of Gaspé and. 
Bonaventure from Cape Chatte to Cross Point, in the Restigouche River; the north 
coast from Point des Monts to Blane Sablon; Anticosti and Magdalen Islands. 

The principal kinds of fish frequenting the waters of this division are cod, herring, 
mackerel, salmon, trout, halibut, lobsters, together with seals and whales. __ 

Although the yield of each of these fisheries was not equal to the expectations 
which might have been entertained from the attention bestowed upon this branch of 
industry by our fishermen, and the protection given them by the Government, still 
the general results have been very fair, and the prices obtained much better than in 
previous years 

For reasons which will be more fully stated in another part of this report,. 
certain parts of the Gulf coast were, during the past season more frequented by fish 
than others. The local Fishery Overseers’ reports show that cod were found much 
higher up than usual .on the north shore, although in smaller quantities; that fishing 
was moderately good on the coast- of Gaspé during the beginning of the season and 
that at Magdalen Islands the codfishing banks abounded all the time with fish. 

Herring and mackerel were plentiful around the Islands during the whole season.. 
Fall herring fishing was also good on the north coast during the latter part of the 
fall. The most surprising feature is, however, noticeable in the comparative failure 
of the salmon fishery. ‘Thessame general causes which influenced the yield of other 
fisheries undoubtedly helped to injure salmon fishing; but I am led to believe that 
local causes of which I will speak more at length, when treating of the Salmon 
fishery in particular, were the material causes of failure, as the general cause which 
leads to the lesser or greater success in fishing is better established than the migration 
of the species of small fish upon which the larger kinds feed. Cod and salmon 
follow bait; and when bait aro abundant, cod and salmon are usually abundant too. 
Cod were plentiful this season at Magdalen Islands; but it must be remarked that 
bait was found there at all times. A large quantity of fish were caught at Gaspé 
during the first part of the summer, bait being then abundant; so soon as it failed, 
fishing became very indifferent. Miscou and Oiphan’s banks were constantly 
frequented by cod, bait being also abundant there; but frequent stormy weather 
prevented fishermen from resorting to these places during the fall of the year. There- 
was no bait at Ste. Anne.des Monts and Cape Chatte, and no codfish were found in 
these localities. On the coasts of Labrador and Newfoundland, similar causes 
produced similar results. J am of opinion that another of the principal causes which 
influence the migration of fish towards certain shores in preference to others, 1s 
connected with the temperature of the water; and by considering the direction of 
such migration this year, it will be seen that the fish resorted principally to Magdalen 
Islands and the Coasts of Gaspe, where the water is warmer. On the coasts of 
Newfoundland and Labrador, as well as on those of Anticosti, where the ice remained 
until the month of June, bait kept in deep water in consequence of its being warmer 
than at the surface, and. appeared only in August, along with cod, when the water 
grew warmer. The fishing began about this time on the north shore. When cod 
made its appearance at Blanc ‘Sablon, fishermen were gone elsewhere. Although 
there is a difference of 10,303 quintals, compared with le ast year, in the yield of cod 
fishery on the North and South shores; by adding together the catch at Magdalen 
Islands and Anticosti, this discrepancy is reduced to 4 619 quintals, as follows 


Codfishing in 1874.42....20. EE ts Sdobiet hac tee Oat eutee 148,333 quintals. 
do ibe vielen re hi eee 4. Sa AAA Re ee. 188,214 do 
The total catch of salmon fishing we . 
dag Diy tae eR RN le 1,313 barr els salted, and 590,853 Ibs. fresh. 
LEED iloncs ERE NN: 1,392 do do 315,999 do, 
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S>oylr~ o decrease of 174,854 pounds firesh,-—or nearly one-third. 
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Mackerel were abundant at Magdalen Islands; but the falling off everywhere. 
else is so large that the quantity of fish caught is smaller than that of last year 
although the value is greater :— | 

The catch in 1874 being...... Jip ANNs Leah wes ote hae, DALTOLS, 
do MOTT f GO) Guris ins We Fos) eet ERTS ree 6493 do 

Halibut fishing is practised on the same grounds as cod fishing. 

It yielded in 1874......... We etree rte) ger w...30L barrels. 
do esa hd) 255 bins Sab R ung ea rep ies taped aomee oa ist 2O1 010 

The successful results obtained at Magdalen Islands compensate for the poor 
fishing experienced in other localities; but the greatest success obtained there was 
jn seal-hunting, which, in spite of total failure elsewhere makes the total yield this 
season 11,730 seals in excess of last season. In 1874 there were killed 12,639 seals ;. 
in 1875 there were killed 24,369 seals. 

Whale fishing:shows an increase of 140 barrels over the yield of last year; the 
figures being 480 barrels in 1874, against 625 in 1879. 

Lobster fishing abundantly proves that the grounds are ruined so far as that 
branch of industry is concerned, the yield being 254,908 Ibs. in 1874, against 86,964 
lbs. in 1875; and amongst that quantity must be reckoned 18,200 pounds canned at 
Magdalen Islands. 

GASPE AND BONAVENTURE DIVISIONS. 


Changes are so few and the rate of progress so slow on the extent of coast pliced 
under my charge, that it is a very difficult.thing to present my annual report under &. 
new dress and to suggest matters which have not already been a frequent subject of 
allusion. There are, however, certain things which require urgent action and which 
demand continuous public attention. If the large divisions of Gaspé and Bonaventure, 
with the exceptional advantages presented by reason of their location on the rich shores 
of Bay des Chaleurs, have only a population of 30,000 souls, most of them neglectful 
of agricultural pursuits, such a slow rate of progress must be attributed to causes. 
which I have in several instances already brought under your notice and to which I 
must again call your attention. 

The actual settlement of the coast of Gaspe and Bay des Chaleurs hardly dates 
one hundred years back. Scarcely had it begun when powerful firms repaired 
thither from the Island of Jersey to take advantage of the labour and resources of the 
growing population. The ignorance and improvidence of these settlers, which 
repeated experience has not yet cured, unfortunately made them easy tools to the 
cunning and cupidity of merchants, who took advantage of their own supremacy to. 
keep them in a state of comparative bondage. The policy adopted by the founder of 
one of these firms, that of Robin & Co., could possibly bring no other results tham 
those witnessed at the present time. This far-seeing man understood at once that, 
in order to keep these people under his power, they should be prevented as much as 
possible from following agricultural pursuits, which would have ensured a certain 
amount of independence. He, therefore, became purchaser of the seigniories of Pabos 
and Grand River, and subsequently deeded this land to the people at the rate of ten 
acres each. These settlers being unable to live by the produce of their lands, were 
compelled to have recourse to the Robins, who thus became owners of half of the 
farms bordering on Bay des Chaleurs, purchasing at the same time at low prices the 
fish which they caught and supplying them with goods and provisions at exorbitant 
rates. In spite, however, of the endeavours made to keep settlers tied to their fishing 
boats, the soil is so fertile and the climate so favourable to agricultural pursuits that 
remarkable progress has been noticed in late years. The returns, however, of the 
last four or five vears show that agricultural products have had a tendency to decline 
rather than to increase, although there has been no decrease in the population. It 
must not be lost sight of, that public works, lumbering operations, railways, salmon 
and lobster canning establishments, employed a large number of hands which thus 
were lost to agriculture. On the other side the want of markets for the sale of farm pro- 
duce is a further impediment to the progress of agriculture; the only purchasers 
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being the Jersey merchants, who buy at low prices in order to supply fishermen. 
Even farmers themselves dare not sell on credit, as they would be sure to lose the 
amount of their debt, the merchants compelling fishermen to give them all their fish. 

Another reason why agricultural pursuits are more neglected now than they 
used to be, is the bad system of engaging fishermen. Up to five or six years past, 
the majority of this class hired themselves only until the 15th August for what was 
called summer-fishing ; the proceeds of which went altogether to merchants in pay- 
ment of accounts. On the 15th of August, let the bills be settled or not, fishermen 
began working for themselves, and were thus enabled to purchase their winter pro- 
visions wherever they liked, the fish being usually sent to Quebec. Thus they eked 
out a living, and working at home, were enabled to cultivate a little plot of ground 
which yielded a small return for their industry. The Robins, however, soon found 
out that this system made the fishermen a little too independent, and anticipating a 
chance of tightening the bonds under which they were kept, gradually changed their 
mode of engagement to another which the improvident and too confiding fishermen 
adopted without paying sufficient attention to its effect. The mode of engagement 
now followed on the coast of Gaspé is the half-time system. Most of the fishermen 
are sent to the large establishments of Percé, Newport, Pabos and of the North 
Coast to fish there until the end of August or September, so that when the fishing is 
over there is hardly anything left for them to do. The weather is apt to be so stormy 
at this period of the year that weeks may elapse before they are enabled to fish, and 
there is no occupation for them on shore. 

This system, which at first sight may seem advantageous, is nevertheless 
disastrous to the fishermen, as it pr events them from cultivating their small plots of 
land and compels them to procure everything from merchants, who are thus enabled 
to take advantage of the position in which they are placed. This system is still more 
prejudicial in so far as it increases the exports of Jersey firms. thereby diminishing 
the supply on our markets and enhancing the price of codfish. It is also, as may be 
easily understood, ruinous to the coasting trade. 

There is no need to repeat here what I wrote last year about these firms, their 
mode of trading and their narrow and ambitious views. What I then said and what 
I write to-day will, I venture to say, be sufficient to enable you to understand the 
position of a large and wealthy portion of our Dominion; the situation in which is 
placed a whole population reduced to an undisguised state of vassalage; the want of 
resources and education affording them no means of resisting this oppression. It is 
certainly not useless on my part to try once more to urge your solicitude cowards 
this unfortunate class of our own people, whose position is an anomaly of the age in 
which we live. 

I shall now turn to other considerations which, however moconiieans still have 
their importance. ¢ 

A matter worthy of remark is the fact that, whilst the lumber trade was 
considerably depressed in every other part of the Province, it increased in Gaspé to 
almost unprecedented proportions. Bight vessels took cargoes of square timber and 
boards from Cape Chatte to Magdalen River. This is an increase of four vessels over 
last year. Although these figures may not appear large, compared with the quantity 
of lumber which the division of Gaspe can supply, still, it gives great hopes for the 
future, and will undoubtedly lead to a larger supply, owing to increased facilities 
consequent upon the opening of new roads and the increase of population. 

Whilst upon this subject, I think it will not be out of place to say a word about 
the Gulf Port steamers, which call at the principal ports as high up as the head of 
Bay des Chaleurs. It is clear that were the scales of fares and freights lower, the 
result would be a material increase in the business of these vessels. N othing can 
surpass in natural beauty the shores of the Restigouche, Bay des Chaleurs or Gaspe 
Bay. With the lowering of rates of passage, these localities would undoubtedly be 
eagerly sought after by tourists and families in search of quiet watering places as a 
summer resort. The beneficial effects of sea-bathing in the waters of Gaspé Bay are 
already so well known that it is almost needless to speak of them; but their fame 
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will spread still further when the place is more frequented; a result to be obtained 
only by a reduction in the fares on the Gulf Port steamers and the completion of the 
railway connecting Paspebiac with Campbellton, on the Restigouche River. 

Although each fishery in itself was not successful on the Coast of Gaspé, 
codfishing, which is the principal support of the inhabitants, was better than last 
year, and the prices realized were 0 good that it may be considered successful, and 
ee more so as those of the settlers who cultivated the land reaped a most abundant 

arvest. 

I now close these general remarks, and will treat more fully of the various 

branches of the fisheries of this division. 


OO —— ——— 


Cod Fishery. 


Of all the fisheries prosecuted on our shores codfishing undoubtedly yields the 
- most important staple, and gives employment to the largest number of people. 
_ Although this industry has not yet reached the same degree of success which it has 
_ attained on the coasts of Newfoundland and the Maritime Provinces, its products are 
still very considerable. During the present season, 3,210 men and 1,577 boats were 
engaged in cod fishery along the coasts of Gaspé and Bonaventure. These figures do 
not comprise a still larger number of men employed on shore curing and preparing 
the fish for export. 

Cod is so well known that it is needless to give a lengthy description of it. There 
are several species, but I shall speak only of the kinds found on our shores. The 
northern seas and the Grand Banks of Newfoundland are the places where these 
fish appear to resort after their summer visit to the waters of the Gulf and to certain 
points off the shores of Hurope and America. There is nothing whatever to prevent 
the possibility of their wintering on the banks which exist in the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence, and especially on those of Miscou, where they are met with late in the fall 

- and very early in the spring; the well-known voracity of these fish and the instinct 
of conservation causes them to prefer those spots which are found to supply abund- 
ance of food. The cod feeds on small fish, molluses and crustaceans which abound 
on the above named banks, and on offal and other substances carried thither by 
 eurrents. 

Scientific men claim that the reproductive power of cod is so great that, in 
spite of every cause of destruction which this denizen of the sea meets from the first 
days of its existence until it has reached its full development, no human means will 
ever be found to destroy the species or even to decrease it in a sensible manner. 
Naturalists estimate some 8,000,000 as the number of eggs contained in a cod, and 
if to this immense fecundity is added the large extent of natural breeding grounds, 
replete with abundant food, along the coasts of Newfoundland and the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, it will be easily understood what a mine of wealth lies at our own doors. 
About the end of February, cod abandon their breeding grounds, and go South, with- 
out however proceeding further than Cape Cod, in America, and Gibraltar in Europe. 
At the same time they near the coasts of Norway, Denmark and Scotland. They 
are also noticed about the same period on the shores of Greenland and Iceland; but 
they enter the Gulf of St. Lawrence only in May, and are afterwards abundant 
during the summer and fall on our shores and banks. The presence of the fish in 
larger or smaller quantities in certain places is undoubtedly governed by natural 
causes, such as suitability for reproduction, and the abundance or want of small fish, 
on which they féed. There are probably other causes which influence more or less 

the migrations of these fish, and as there is no doubt that it is not only near 
the shores but also upon the banks on the high seas that the cod breeds; this 
accounts for the assertion that no human power could destroy the species. 
If the presence of cod on our shores is determined by the greater or lesser 
abundance of small fish, it is evidently our own interest not to destroy them in an 
injudicious manner. This desirable equilibrium has not always been maintained in 
the United States, and the result has manifested itself in a disappearance of cod 
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from those shores. Timely means, have, however, been taken of late to protect the 
small fish which formerly abounded in the estuaries of rivers, and the consequence 
has been a partial return of cod. The immense extent of our sea shore does not 
admit of any apprehension of a similar falling off, but, still, cod were formerly 
known to ascend the St. Lawrence as high as Rimouski, whilst now they are seldom 
met with further up than St. Anne des Monts. May it not be probable that the 
same causes which caused codfish to abandon the coasts of the United States might 
operate in the same manner on our own shores? The indiscriminate use of small 
fish as manure and the injurious effects of saw-dust and mill-rubbish accumulating at 
the mouths of rivers, may contribute to the most disastrous results. 

Cod is a delicious fish, and one in which there is no loss. It supplies human 
food, oil and a kind of glue which is as much prized as that of a sturgeon. Large 
profits are also realized from the sale of cod roes. The preparation of this article, 
which yields a large revenue to Newfoundland fishermen, was until lately compara- 
tively unknown to our people; but I notice with pleasure that more attention has 
been paid to this branch of industry than usual. Four or five years ago the Gaspé 
people began the preparation of cod roes for export, but, for reasons unknown, the 
trade was dropped. Having plenty of time on hand this season, they again set to 
work, and the statistics show that on the coast of Gaspé no less than 622 barrels of 
cod roes were prepared, giving a revenue of over $4,000. Newfoundlanders export 
this article to Norway and France, where it is used as bait for sardine fishing, and 
sells from $5 to $8 a barrel. 

Codfishing on our shores is divided into two seasons; summer and fall fishing. 
Formerly, the only fish that were dried and went to the merchants were those 
caught after the 15th of August. The fish caught after that date were salted and 
sent to Montreal or Quebec in barrels, or were traded for the purchase of winter 
provisions. Bat now that almost everywhere in Gaspe, and especially in the western 
part, the system of engagements is changed, there is so to speak but one season of 
fishing, the summer fishery ; since all the fish caught is dried for export. 

Although cod is met with on the whole coast of Gaspé, there are several places 
where it is found in greater abundance than others, such for instance as Percé and the 
neighbourhood of Bonaventure Island and of Cape Gaspé. In these places also the 
fish remains a greater length of time than at others. Without being considered good, 
last season’s catch on the coast of Gaspé was very fair, and better than in 1874. In 
that year the catch on the south shore amounted to 89,913 quintals, and in 1875, it 
yielded 91,558 quintals. During the first week’s fishing the greatest success crowned 
the labours of our fishermen, barges returning with four or five drafts of fish daily. 
But bait having suddenly disappeared, cod did the same. Newport, Pabos, and Grand 
River fishermen who usually repair to the Miscou and Orphan banks, made a splendid 
summer fishery, their catch averaging from 125 to 150 quintals per barge. They 
relied on the same success towaras the fall, but stormy weather unfortunately pre- 
vented them from resorting to the banks, so that the autumn fishing entirely failed 
on this part of the coast. Above Paspebiac as well as above Mount Louis, the in- 
habitants are engaged in farming as well as fishing, so that when they noticed the cod 
fishery decreasing in June they abandoned the barge for the plough. The fish struck 
this year about the middle of May. 

Codfishing is practiced in two ways on the Gaspé coast: by means of hand line or 
by trawltishing. Most of the fishermen from Cape Gaspé to Newport who carry on 
the banks as well as the inshore fishing, use trawls; everywhere else the fish are 
caught with hook and line. Trawl-fishing requires more bait than hook and line 
fishing. Fishermen from Percé and its neighbourhood are bold and experienced 
sailors; they go out with open boats of from 20 to 25 feet as far as thirty-six miles in 
the open sea, where their chances of a good catch are much better. These are 
dangerous voyages, and fishermen often encounter storms which larger vessels are 
unable to resist. 

Some fishermen, who must indeel be reckoned among the ignorant or greedy 
class, complain of the use of trawls under pretence that they destroy the larger kinds 


of cod or mother-fish. Were the large fish the only ones on which to rely for the 


reproduction of the species, this objection might have some weight, but it is not so, 
according to the opinion of naturalists-well versed in the subject. For my part I 
cannot see what difference there can be in taking a large codfish with a trawl or 
taking a smaller one with hook and line. Moreover, it having been ascertained that 
cod deposit their eggs in the high seas as well as off shore, it becomes a matter of 
great indifference whether the fish be caught with trawls at the entrance of the Gulf, 
or with hook and line near the coasts. 

In last year’s report, I spoke at great length of the relations between merchants 
and fishermen, and of the means possessed by the former of securing all the fish; I 


shall not therefore repeat my remarks, but will only add that all the cod cured and 


dried on the south shore is acquired by merchants, who forward it to their large 
establishments of Gaspé and Paspebiac, to be thence exported to foreign countries. 
Should the fish be of''a very fine quality, it is shipped to Italy; should it be of an 
inferior brand, it is sent to Brazil and the West Indies. 

The fish caught during the season of 1874 sold very high last winter on foreign 
markets, especially in Brazil. I was informed that the nett profits realized in these 
markets were from six, eight and even ten dollars a quintal, and I am aware that 
this fall Mr. Leboutillier, of Gaspé, sold a cargo of 2,400tubs (a tub weighs one 
quintal and a quarter) for $20.750, payable before vessel leaving the wharf. 
This gave a clear profit of from $8 to $9 a quintal. Codfish in tubs is of an 
inferior quality and sells in Gaspé cheaper than fish of first-class brands. ‘These 
high prices and the enormous profits realized by Jersey merchants out of the labour 
of fishermen did not however stir them to a greater sense of liberality, and the power- 
ful firm of Robin & Co., fixed as usual in the month of August, the price of cod at 
$3.20. Things would have remained in the same state during the whole season, tisher- 
men would have run deeper and deeper into debt; starvation and misery would have 
reached their -height, especially on the north shore, had not Mr. Charles Leboutillier 
of Gaspé, raised the price of fish from four to four and a half and even five dollars. 
Whilst Mr. Leboutillier was selling salt for nine shillings, the Messrs. Robin charged 
thirteen ard fourteen. Of course this gentleman was looked upon with disapproba- 
tion. He was evenremonstrated with ; and I would not at all be surprised if attempts 
were made to crush him. 

The harbors of Gaspé and Paspebiac being the only places where vessels can find 
a safe anchorage during the whole season, are those where the splendid looking fleet 
of brigantines resort for the purpose of bringing in salt and articles required for 
fishermen and inhabitants on the coast. Most of the fleet take in their cargoes at 
these ports. This year no less than fifty-six vessels, averaging from 100 to 250 tons, 
took on board cargoes of dry codfish for Italy and South America, They were all of , 
a fine model, fast sailers, and are a credit to Jersey builders. | 

The total quantity of cod caught this year within the division of Gaspe and. 
Bonaventure amounts to 93,128 quintals against 88,913 quintals in 1874. 
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RETURN of all Vessels that have entered with Fish, from out of the 
Dominion, Season of 1875. 


NEW CARLISLE. 


= 
| | | 
| | | en | Pickled 
Date of Report. | Name of Vessel. Whence. F | Herne 
in He s. | in barrels. 
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’ | Whale Fishery. 


The thick layer of fat which covers the bodies of whales renders it almost 
jnsensible to atmospheric variations, and owing to this they are found in nearly every 
quarter. They have, however, been so eagerly pursued by whalers of different nations 
that they are only met with now in the polar seas, on the coasts of Greenland and 
Spitzbergen, in Baffin’s Bay, Davis’ Straits, and the southern seas. They also enter 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence and frequent the coast of Labrador, the banks of Mingan, 
and sometimes are seen as high up as Point des Monts. 

Whaling expeditions on our coasts began only when the U. KH. Loyalists settled 
on the shores of Gaspé, after the peace of 1763. Experienced in whale hunting, 
which they had practised on the coasts of New Hngland, these settlers were not long 


-in discovering what profits could be made by following a pursuit which they were 


well versed in. Such were the beginnings of the first whaling expeditions. Vessels 
engaged in them were not at first numerous, being composed of small craft; but 
their number became larger by degrees, and in a short time not less than one dozen 
fine large schooners were reckoned as being engaged in that fishery. This was the 
golden time for Gaspé, and the oldest inhabitants who still remember the enormous 
profits realized in these expeditions cannot sufficiently condemn the improvidence of 
whalers who were not prudent enough to secure at that time the wealth and abund- 
ance which was pouring on them. The number of schooners engaged in this pursuit 
has gradually decreased until it is now reduced to three. 

The waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence are frequented by three kinds of whales, 
but the species most sought after is that called “humpbacked,” so named from the 
peculiar formation of their backs. Whales had been so eagerly pursued for some 
years past by Gaspé fishermen, that they disappeared for the same causes, I presume, 
which led them to abandon the shores of Europe and America. This fishery having 
thus become unremunerative was abandoned. Helped by this short breathing time 
whales had an opportunity to reproduce their species, andjduring the past two years, 
Ahey have been noticed in as large quantities as formerly. Whalers engaged in fishing 
this season, state they saw thousands and thousands of them in the Gulf, but that bad 
weather prevented the making of a large catch. Three vessels fitted out at Gaspé 
Basin during the month of June, and had fair success :—The “ Admiration,’ Captain 
Tripp; the “Lord Douglas,” Captain Baker, and the “ Violet,’ Captain Suddard, 
The result of these expeditions were as follows :— 


RN et ea PT TN 8k ccs ics scaiegeowavabeccdbnciapesctheaeadh) DOTT OTS, 
Tord Douglas’. 2.4 oss cacssicese ccerenswesccsl eau. AO, 
UP. © eee eeeeeerereee eee ee . esceeeeeeneeeeeeeeee ee 120 do. 


‘The fishing mostly took place on the coasts of Labrador and in the Strait of Belleisle ; 
the cargo of the “ Violet” was secured within a short distance from Gaspé. This 
fishery would have been twice as productive had not rough weather and floating ice 
made navigation dangerous during the summer and fall. Oil sold for 50 cents a 
gallon. 


Salmon Fishery. 


Although this fishery is not of equal importance with the cod and herring 
fisheries, it nevertheless occupies a very important position ; first, on acconnt of the 
very superior quality of food which salmon supplies to all classes, and secondly on 
account of the protection given by Government to this industry, on which large sums 
of money are yearly expended. 

Of ‘all the fisheries which were carried on during the past season within our 
rivers and upon the Gulf shores, salmon fishing probably afforded the poorest results. 
As I intend dwelling at some length in another part of this report on the probable 
causes of this failure, I shall here merely allude to the fact. When this country was 
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first discovered, salmon was very abundant in all our rivers and upon ail our coasts « 
such is the case at the present time on the coasts of California and the western shores. 
of North America. This abundance is such that it influences to a considerable extent 
the price of our salmon on the market. Excessive fishing, inspired by greediness 
and ignorance or the desire of present gain only, soon br ought our rivers to such a 
depleted state that the attention of Government was necessarily drawn to the facts. 
Timely measures were -taken to regulate salmon fishing and increase its produce. 
True, our statutes have from time to time contained laws relative to the protection of 
these fish, but they were inoperative; there being no regularly constituted authority 
to enforce them. It was only when Government decided upon fitting out an armed 
vessel for the protection of our coasts, appointed fishery overseers for the protection 
of our rivers, and piacing under lease or license a vertain number of fishery stations 
that salmon began to increase, and our rivers to improve. When the licensing of 
salmon fishery. stations was determined upon, they yielded such small profits that 
most of the fishermen, even in what were considered the best localities such as Gaspé, 
refused to take out licenses, on account of having to pay a mere nominal price for ¢ 
privilege which they never “expected would be again productive. It required a good 
deal of trouble, attention and expense to re- stock our riv ers, in order to obtain 1 the 
Ay ee results which were noticed in 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872 and 1873. If'the yield 
has decreased in an unaccountable manner in 187 4 and 187 0, the ihe: must not be 
attributed to any special cause. There are laws which apply to denizens of the sea as 
well as to other inhabitants of creation, and which compel them to disappoint onr expec- 
tations just as we expect them about to be realized. Let the causes of failure in salmon 
fishery during the past two seasons be what they may, they are worthy of our most 
careful attention, and should make us adopt every possible means of preventing their 
recurrence in future. I intend to allude to this point more at length in another > part of 
my report. The decrease in salmon fishing was general this year on our shores, thus 
~abundantly proving that, besides local causes which may have occasioned failures in 
certain places, there must be some general cause to which such a result is attributable. 
Salmon is so well known a fish, that I can see no occasion to write its history. 
About the end of May these fish begin to ascend our rivers to spawn, and they 
continue doing so until the month of September. This year they began going 
up later than usual, and it was only during the month of August that the largest 
number of them began entering the rivers. This fact, added to unfavour able weather, 
was the reason that fly as well as net fishermen did not succeed’ so well as circum- 
stances had led us to expect. The best salmon rivers in the westerly part of this 
division are those of Cape Chatte, Ste. Anne des Monts and Magdalen. Cape Chatte 
River is an excellent salmon stream, but contains few fish. It wasformery considered 
a good angling river, but has been ruined by: mill-rubbish and poachers. It 
s avery difficult stream to guard, the shores on both sides being inhabited as high 
up as ten miles inland. I am still inclined to believe that, with an efficient guardian, 
it could in a few years be again made a good trout, if not salmon, river. It is most 
beautifully adapted for artificial fish-breeding. No stream, however, is better situated 
for such a purpose than Ste. Anne des Monts River, which became so rapidly and so 
easily re-stocked when the causes which created a decrease in the number of salmon 
were removed. Only six barrels of fish were caught in both stations at its mouth; 
but it must be remarked that the best stand was not fished this year, and that the 
fish began to ascend much later than usual, after the legal time for net fishing had 
expired. This circumstance also materially influenced fly-fishing, which yielded only 
59salmon. Weare, however, informed by the local Fishery Overseer that the number 
of fish on the spawning grounds was quite as large as in 1874, and that, had the 
anglers remained longer, their success would have been as great as in the previous 
year when 140 fish were taken. This part of the south shore has always been the 
favourite resort of poachers, and every year we are called upon to proceed against some 
of this class.. I was compelled this season to impose fines of $10 each upon Isaac 
Chouinard and Michel Pelletier, of Cape Chatte, for having set trout nets without 
licenses, and two other fines of $15 each upon Olivier Viau and Jean Pelletier for 
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spearing in Ste. Anne des Monts River. At Magdalen River | had also to fine Pierre 
Ouellet $40 and Nazaire Ouellet $20, for spearing salmon in that stream. In all these 
localities salmon-spearing has for years past been a habitual abuse; and so general 
was the habit that almost every settler was engaged in it, and although rumours of 
illegal fishing reached us from every quarter, it was almost impossible to detect the 
guilty parties, they having an interest in mutually protecting themselyes, ‘Thanks 
to the energy and zeal of Mr. Laurendeau, the newly appointed guardisn for the 


Magdalen division, we were enabled to get hold of the leaders. The heavy penalties 


imposed, as well as the continuous attention of the local fishery guardian will, I hope, 
put a stop to these practices. The angling lessee of the river caught but twelve 
salmon; he having fished only a couple of days. The fishery guardian tells me that, 
in spite of the enormous quantity of logs which were driven down this river, the 
spawning beds were full of fish in October. Net-fishing in the neighbourhood of Ste, 
Anne des Monts and Magdalen River yielded only 57 barrels, against 83 last year, 

The salmon fishery stations of Gaspé and Malbaie yielded 357 barrels this year 
against 528 in 1874—a decrease of 171 barrels, and this falling off has been gradual 
and steady since-1870. This result is ccrtain'y surprising; but we must accept its 
evidence and consider whether the gradual decrease in the yield of salmon fishing at 
Gaspé is not due to special causes. The full consideration of this matter I must, 
however, postpone to a later part of this report. 

In order to counter-balance as much as possible the numerous natural causes 
which lead to the destruction of salmon, your Department caused the building in 
several localities of artificial breeding-houses. Every one will easily understand the 
great importance of such establishments for the future welfare of our salmon river's, 
if we can succ¢eed in putting into these streams every vear thousands of young fish, 
which will thus escape the innumerable causes of desteuction attendant on’ their 
natural reproduction ; it being calculated that hardly one-tenth of the salmon ova 
ever succeeds in coming to life when left to nature, whilst it is alleged that by means 
of artificial propagation ninety per cent of the eggs are safely brought to maturity. 
I had occasion last summer to visit the fish-breeding establishment which your 
Department placed at Gaspé, on a small brook emptying into the Dartmouth River, 
and which is under charge of'the local Fishery Overseer, Mr. Vibert. This eeatleman 
seems to thoroughly understand his business, and to be practically ¢ equainted with 
“verything which might be injurious to salmon. As you will undoubtedly receive 
from him a detailed report of his doings during the year, it will be sufficient to say that, 
so far, Mr. Vibert’s endeavours have been crowned with success, when we take into 
consiteration the difficulties of every kind attendant upon the hatching out of 108,000 
fry, which is an average of fifty per cent on the number of eggs’ deposited in the 
breeding troughs. In order to secure a larger percentage in the hatching out of the 
ova, Mr. Vibert spent part of the winter in trying different methods, and he informs 
me that he is convinced that, by placing the ova upon perforated carthenware trays, 
instead of zinc trays as at present, the success would be still greater. Out of 1,500 
eges which he thus placed upon a common perforated plate, he lost only fifteen. I 
should be inclined to favour his views, as the use of such trays would prevent the 
forming of chemical combinations which are poisonous to the eggs. The only trouble 
would be the difficulty of procuring these trays. 

The number of salmon caught at Malbaie makes up fully one-third of the total 
quantity taken in the Gaspe and Malbaie divisions, fishing there having been as good 
as usual. This is evidently due to the fact that bait remained near shore during the 
whole of the salmon fishery. Malbaie River was set apart to supply salmon for the 
Gaspé Fish-Breeding Establishment. Most of the salmon caught at Gaspe and 
Malbaie were sent fresh to Quebec. 

I am not aware of the exact number of sportsmen who angled in the rivers of 
Gaspé, but [ know that there was a succession of them during the whole of the 
fishing season. According-to my humble opinion, inconsiderate fly-fishing may 
prove very injurious to our rivers. I have already alluded to this matter last ‘year, 
and I intend further to speak of it. 
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Net-fishing at Pabos and Grand Rivers was about one-half that of last year. The 
three stands at the mouth of Grand River yielded nine barrels against twenty-one in 
1874. Dr. Clerk, who leases the angling privilege of this stream, however, caught as 
many fish as in 1874. Fish went up on the spawning beds very late in the season. 
At Port Daniel the catch amounted to 87 barrels, against 112 in 1874. The outside 
stands were the most successful ; the reason of this is found in the fact that small 
fish upon which salmon feeds, kept for a long time outside, before entering the river 
and did not come inside the bar. In 1872, ’73 and ’74, salmon sold here at five 
cents a pound, and was put up in tins at Mr. Brown’s establishment; but this year ° 
prices for preserved salmon were so low that the canning establishment was 
abandoned. and the fish had to be salted. The divisions of New Richmond and 
Carleton are those where the decrease in salmon was most noticeable, although these 
divisions contain the renowned rivers of Cascapedia and Restigouche. The number 
of barrels caught last season was 302, and this in spite of stormy weather which 
destroyed the nets during the best fishing time. This year we reckon 186 barrelsas 
the total catch ; only a little more than one-half. Fly-fishing gave no more favourable 
results. In 1874 the score in the Grand Cascapedia was 410 salmon to sixteen rods, 
and this year only 242 to fourteen anglers. Those who ascended the Cascapedia and 
Bonaventure Rivers state, however, that a large number of fish went up, and that the 
sport would have been as good as usual had it not been for the high water which 
prevailed. The falling off is not so large in the Restigouche division; net-fishing, 
however, yielded only 185 barrels of salmon against 274 in 1874. Ily-fishing may have 
been somewhat below that of last year, but was altogether highly satisfactory, and 
sportsmen left the main rivers and tributaries only when the legal time for giving up 
fishing had arrived. | 

The run of salmon in Restigouche River was undoubtedly influenced by similar 
causes which prevailed elsewhere. But, strange as the thing may appear, some 
fishermen claim that this falling off is due to the fact that in getting older, salmon 
become more cunning, and begin to understand what terrible enemies the nets are to 
their welfare. By the way in which they acted, fish seemed to understand what they 
had to do to escape the nets. It was noticed that the fish swam near shore in large 
schools, and in a compact body of a triangular form, having a leader to conduct them 
through dangers, something in the same manner as the leader does in a flock of wild 
geese. In order to break the triangle and compel the fish to enter the nets, men had 
to frighten them on the shoals and drive them into the meshes. 

The stations which your Departments set apart for the Micmac Indians of Mission 
Point did not succeed better than the others, however well fished they were by the 
Indians themselves. These Indians are now well pleased with the privilege granted 
them of fishing with nets, instead of with spears, as formerly. The latter method 
possessed no advantage whatever for them, since it was a source of trouble and 
debauchery, and moreover only a few of them could take advantage of it. These 
Indians have now no further excuse for idleness and drinking, they have plenty of 
time to work at all sorts of jobs, during which they are sure their families will have 
fresh fish every day. The Missionary who has charge of their spiritual wants, in- 
formed me that his flock led an exemplary life during the whole summer, and 
requested me to tender his respectful thanks to the Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
for the well timed measure which established peace and order in their village. 

The owners of canning establishments having offered only three cents a pound for 
fresh salmon; fishermen thought it mare profitable, as I before stated, to salt their 
catch. Both parties, however, regretted at a later date not having come to an ar- 
rangement; the former finding no better advantages for the sale of their pickled fish 
in Canadian markets, and the latter because the price of canned salmon experienced 
a considerable rise.on the market at the close of the season. > 

I cannot speak de visu of the Fish-Breeding Establishment on the Restigouche 
River, not having had yet. an opportunity of visiting it, but I know that several 
thousands of fry will be hatched in the spring and ready for restocking the main river 
and tributaries. 
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The total quantity of salmon caught on the South shore this season is somewhat 

over 900 barrels, against 1,529 last year. 
Oyster Fishery. i 

The limits of the present report will not allow me to say anything about the 
natural history of oysters. They are, besides, so well known and appreciated by 
amateurs that a few words about them will be sufficient. 

Oysters are found in every sea in the world. As a food, they are much sought 
after, and were known in remote ages. They are of excessive fecundity, and attain 
their full growth in the space of three years. The principal oyster banks of our 
Dominion are those of Malpecque, Cocagne, Buctouche and Caraquette; there are 
none in the Province of Quebec. All the oysters consumed in the Provinces of 
Quebec and Ontario, however, do not come from the above mentioned banks, an 
immense quantity being imported from the United States. 

What are the causes which have by degrees brought our oyster banks to the 
state of poverty and extinction noticed by every one? To this question the answer 
is very simple; namely, over-fishing. The productive powers of nature are so very 
powerful, and the laws of general harmony regulating the increase and existence of 
animated beings so well balanced, that an apparently trivial modification in the con- 
ditions of development is sometimes sufficient to give an unlimited impetus to their 
multiplication in the same manner as a disturbance of the equilibrium between these 
conditions may be sufficient to cause the decrease and total disappearance of a whole 
species. The fecundity of oysters is so great that all their natural enemies joined 
together could not succeed in diminishing the number and extent of the banks, still 
less to stop for one moment their increase and constant extension. It is, therefore, 
not against these enemies that we must look for means of defence. 

It was apprehended, and with good reason too, that over-fishing would ruin our 
banks, and in order to obviate this, several attempts at oyster-planting were made in 
the Province of Quebec at such places as were considered most advantageous. Ex- 
periments were made at Gaspé Basin, Bic and Seven Islands, but none of them suc- 
ceeded. It was thought at the time that the reason of this want of success was due 
to"the quality of the grounds, but the observations made in 1872 and 1873 by. Ji Et: 
Whitcheaves, Esq., Secretary of the Natural History Society of Montreal, abundantly 
prove that the causes of failure were due to the difference in the temperature of 
Water. Iam inclined to believe that Mr. Whiteheaves has found the real cause of 
our want of success, and by paying attention to the location of owr oyster beds, it 
will be found that they are all placed in such situations as to be sheltered from 
storms and from contact with waters in the sea, kept at a low temperature by the ice 
in the Gulf. From these observations, which I consider well founded, it is evident 
that we shall have to make up our mind to rely upon the oyster banks which we 
already possess before attempting to form new ones, and also upon the individual 
endeavours of those who may be tempted to try experiments which, in other 
countries such as France and England, give a large revenue to those who undertake 
it. I cannot say much about oyster banks in the Maritime Provinces, they not being 
in my division, and I could not therefore examine them on the spot, The only one I 
had an opportunity of inspecting closely is that of Caraquette, and I must say that it 
is apparently utterly ruined. I had occasion last fall to examine two schooner loads 
of oysters from that once famous bank which, according to connoisseurs, are the most 
delicate in taste and flavor of all Canadian oysters, and I certainly did not count 
more than one-fourth which were worth opening; the remainder were about the 
size of a quarter dollar piece, and adhered to piles of shells, which showed how young 
they were and how utterly ruined were these once famous banks. There is no 
further excuse for delay. The Department should take the matter in hand and 
entirely prohibit this fishery for three years. This would be a well-timed measure, 
which would meet with the approval of sensible men. Without such stringent 
measures, our oyster banks will be exhausted, and a rich source of revenue lost for 
ever to the inhabitants of our Dominion. I also consider that it would be a wise 
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thing to encourage private enterprise in this respect; and I feel sure that if suitable 
localities for oyster planting, which are very abundant in the Maritime Provinces, 

were well chosen, the experiment would pay ina few years. Experiments in that 
directiohi have already been made by Mr. Pope, on Prince Edward Island, and are said 
to have met with a perfect success. These undertakings are reported mc have suc- 
ceeded exceedingly well in France. Let us therefore hope that no delay will occur 
in following the examples already given us, and that we may before long be able to 
feast upon our delicious oysters at ‘cheaper prices than are paid for those we are 
as to import from the States, and that they will soon become so plentiful as 
to supply all the demands of gourmets in Canada. 


Lobster Fishery. 


Phe apprehensions entertained in 1872 from the result of previous excessive 


fishings were fully realized last season, at any rate, so far as Bay des Chaleurs is 
concerned, where barely 93315 pounds of lobsters were prepared, against 216,432 
pounds last year. Seientific men have repeatedly asserted that, of all the shell-fish 
met with near the shore, lobsters were the species which could be more rapidly and 
easily destroyed. ae United States shores prove the truth of this assertion, and 
those of Bay des Chaleurs have just experienced the injurious effect of such excessive 
fishing. The regulations made by your Department with regard to lobster fishing 
undoubtedly had a 2ood effect, but IT am decidedly vf opinion that, in addition to 
these regulations which prohibit the catching ot lobsters of a certain length and 
weight, or with eggs attached, there should be another made prohibiting their being 
‘fished FOC Gs, ught - or killed altogether at certain periods. According to the opinion 
of onr most int tellizent and experienced Fishery Overseers in the divisions of Bay des 
Chaleurs and Gaspe, this period should extend from the 15th August to the 15th 
October. This is the time when most of the female fish, with eggs attached, are met 
with, and according to Mr. Hogg, who owns the canning establishments of Carleton 
and New Mills in New Brunswick, this is the period when he was compelled to 
liberate the largest number of lobsters on account of their being in spawning condi- 
tion. Jn order to re-establish the equilibrium and re-stock our ‘lobster grounds, some 
stringent measures must Boat be adopted. Complaints will undoubtedly 
arise; it will be said that it is useless to engage in the lobster business with such 


restrictions. In that case better allow people to fish without let or hindrance during 


the whole season, and then entirely close the fishing for three years. Without such, 


preventive measures of the kind above mentioned, lobster fis shing will, in a very short 
time, be a thing of the past. Messrs. Fraser and. Holliday carried on this business on 
fu eas scale, having two establishments, one at Sandy Beach and the other at 
Maibaie; but T feel sure the eseentlemen understand their own interests too well to 
deli berately ruin the erounds % where their industry is carried on, and that they will 
always know how to maintain the balance between the productive powers and 
destructive process. Messrs. Fraser and Holliday canned 30,000 pounds at Sandy 
Beach, and 42,000 pounds at Malbaie. Mr. Vye preserved 9,120 pounds at Port 
Daniel. This gives a total of 86,964 pounds of preserved lobsters for Gaspé and 
Bonaventure, against 250,908 pounds in 1874. , 


‘ Causes of Decline in Salmon Fishery. 


The fishery statistics of the present season, as well as those of 1874 and ’73 show 
that there has been a gradual falling off in the yield of salmon, and that, should such 
a state of things continue for any jength of time, this in lustry would soon become 
unproductive to those engaged in it. That circumstances exist which we can acither 
fathom nor control is very probable, since saimon fishing this year failed on all the 
coasts of the Guif. This should warn us not to relax in the care and attention 
bestowed upon breeding rivers and spawning grounds, and above all not to desist in 
our endeavours to find out the causes of loca! failures so as to obviate them as much 
as possible. The greatest disappointment in-respect of our rivers would undoubtedly 
result from our being unprepared to deal with such circumstances as I have just 


_—. 


alluded to.. There is no doubt whatever that currents, ice, and the higher or lower 


state of temperature are so many causes which influence more or less the movements 
of salmon by preventing them from visiting certain streams or certain localities. 
These causes of decrease will undoubtedly result in putting a stop to the breeding of 
salmon, since the fish will be unable to reach their customary spawning grounds; but 
are we sure that they are the only ones which have been noticed for several years 
past? I think not; and if we cast a glance behind us and look at the time when al/ 
our rivers were doomed to total ruin, had not the Government taken timely measures 
and brought back abundance and plenty, it will be easily understood that these causes 
of injury were not the result of uncontrolable circumstances of a similar nature to 
those above mentioned, but were entirely due to the excessive and inconsiderate 
fishing which had been formerly practised. What happened when fishery laws were 
duly enforced, the number of salmon fishery stations reduced, the Sunday clause 
strictly enforced, and the number of sportsmen limited on the spawning pools? The 
number of fish gradually began to increase until 1869 and 1870; streams which 
formerly were all but ruined became again as well stocked as when first discovered. 
What was the result of this happy change? People began to get jealous of the 
profits realized by neighbouring fishermen who, being sharper, had retained their 
stations during a whole run of bad seasons, and began to clamour for similar privileges. 
These men were so poor, their claims were so eagerly pressed by local members, who 
were anxious to befriend political supporters, and the increase of fish was so 
extraordinary, that the number of fishing stations gradually increased on our shores, 
especially in Bay des Chaleurs and on the coast of Gaspé. Fifty licenses for new 
salmon stands on the coasts of Gaspé and Bay des Chaleurs have been granted during 
the past six years. More than this; in 1872, not satistied with having obtained a 
large number of new stations, salmon fishermen became more greedy, and pressed 
their local meubers to have the Sunday clause struck out from the fishery regulations, 
as being too troublesome. Their request was complied with, through complaisance ; 
‘but the result of such an injudicious measure was soon apparent. Our rivers soon 
showel signs of decline, and would in a few years have been again depressed, had not 
the attention of your Department been seriously awakened by this alarming state of 
things. ‘The injury done to our salmon streams since 1870 has been caused,—l repeat 
it,--by the fish being prevented from resorting to their customary breeding grounds 
and this result has been attained by an increase in the number of stands and the 
removal of the Sunday clause. Fishermen constantly repeated that 1t was very 
unfortunate they should be prevented from fishing on Sunday; that Sunday fishing 
was equal to the whole week’s fishing ; that they caught more fish on Sundays than 
in any other day in the week ; and this is very easily understood. Sunday being a 
day of rest, well observed by cod fishermen, the tranquility around the salmon 
stations was greater than during any other day of the week, the fish became less 
wary of the nets, and would theretore"be caught in larger numbers. But, they were 
so many fish which were prevented from visiting the spawning beds. This beneticent 
“Sunday clause ” was fortunately again put in force last spring. So far so good; but 
I would respectfully suggest that, inorder to better ensure the entorcement of this 
clause, it should be made to read so as to state the precise time during which salmon 
nets should be raised, say from six o’clock on Saturday night until six o'clock on 
Monday morning. “The advantages as well as the disadvantages of this arrangement 
would be equal for every body, and would make it much easier to establish violations 
of the law. Otherwise difficulties are apt to occur, as the euilty party is always sure 
to fall back on the state of the tide which sometimes varies inside or outside the 
mouths of rivers. 

The remedy to the other cause of decrease in the salmon fishery is apparent; 1t 
consists in reducing the number of existing stands. The only difficulty would consist 
in finding an equitable way of making this reduction. [am of opinion that it 
would be only fair to abolish all stations which are licensed to non-residents, on 
the condition that they might be restored when the improved state of our rivers would 
allow it, as there is no doubt that, with ‘nereased attention and the advantages attend- 
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ing the beneficial results of artificial fish breeding establishments, our rivers may in 
a few years bear more extensive fishing. The Department might also take off one 
station from those who already hold two or more stands. No possible injustice could 
-arise from this measure; there being no fish, of what use can the possession of several 
stations be which do not pay the cost of setting ? Much better to have only one, which 
would pay well. Should the Department see fit to adopt any or all of the above sug- 
gestions, I am satisfied its action will meet with the approval of well-thinking and 
sensible fishermen. By abolishing the stations I have pointed out and granting no 
new licenses, [ consider that we shall succeed in retaining our rivers in good condition. 

What I say here applies particularly to salmon fishermen on the South coast who 
for the most part are well off and chiefly depend upon the returns of their farms for a 
living. Those of the North shore are not so well situated, and I think it would be an 
unwise thing to carry the rule as far with them. First of all, the number of stations 
there is very much below that on the South coast, as well as of less value, And then 
these men depend entirely upon fishing for a living, and it is only in taking advantage 
ofevery fishery that they can succeed in making enough to support their families. 

Another cause which I consider must also be injurious to the restocking of our 
rivers is fly-fishing carried to an excess. If it be a fact that seining on the spawning 
beds and taking every year from twenty to thirty barrels of fish be. exceedingly 
injurious to a stream, I cannot understand why the same injury will not result when 
it is done by means of angling. Supposing a small river from which one hundred and 
forty to two hundred salmon, weighing twenty pounds each, are taken; this makes 
from ten to thirteen barrels, and if four or five hundred fish are caught in a large 
stream, the loss to the spawning beds of that river amounts to about thirty barrels, 
without taking into account the number of wounded fish which afterwards die and are 
lost. Let not gentlemen anglers think that I desire to go to war with them. Far from 
me to entertain such a notion. Their annual visits to our shores is a real blessing to 
settlers and others; but the present occasion is an exceptional one, and if Iam com- 
pelled to thus speak, it is because I am firmly convinced that several of our riveis are 
too much angled, and that this mode of fishing is just as injurious to the welfare of 
our streams as any other mode, when carried to an excess. I may be mistaken, but 
I have honestly set forth what I consider to be the cause of the impoverishment of 
our salmon fisheries and the most suitable remedies to cure the evil. The Depart- 
ment will judge whether I am correct or not; but it is certain that speedy remedies 
are necessary in order not to lose the past work and heavy expenditure incurred, and 
to reach the success which threatens to. be lost should we_be too lenient, or euided by 
an ill-advised liberality. 
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RECAPITULALION. 


VALUE of the different Fisheries of Bonaventure Division. 
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Autumn CLG ur Mice Wcilecsfos'sashas svat en caphetseeeneneceye a eR COR ae itiecs sS.- ne 5 00 25,780 00 
TSENG MERELY: 500 se saedc:nbessarete secshaclobotectieebosens 25820 barrels 9) \ vteaueastess 5 00 | 14,100 00 
MTCC TER NMLO s Mirinhnateacosacs sdessnecede veer tedbeasbsoeey opanees 15-5200 ap! PP ois Socee.sks cn 10 00 150 00 
PIA AMOR VO ay, cs. Nenccdscek esses apes surstescsvatoniiags teste .! (6 Qui tale) 20 Sc ete oe 5 00 380 00 
Ling Cea re Sse boibdnephanale segue sicnanre treaties sy (hoe eeRNO Mine aii Ste sen Geyer 5 00 165 00 
Salmon (pickled)......... APPA YS she Wie eactaieets quegens pasate Bio Darr els vee see see 16 00 ! 4,464 00 
AO WRTECE AN IGE) 2 sas-ccsaenesteponsletsansoe gestae ehesyey [30,227 CTS ER ATA” PARED Je 0 05 1,511 35 
Gn ACAMNCANS). 5.500 ecoap hes cackaeiuneds Sepoa bes Sh eee 40,208 SSO bs D>. Rue season 0 25 11,301 50 
OME CASTIPEI. < Ser eiick. oteaen Ah) weet huskeheasnebenes ra fy ee ; lvm@arrels 4 i lie..s..5-0 8 00 136 00 
Kel CLI) Wise soos cosnbeeeepiwestosuasehadenetentaceeassnart anes? sD bisaea: Ko sca Winreae 9 88 Py osend 200 132 00 
BS ODSTETS (PLeSeYVicd)) Mascrs..p-205s escsee'sseosninsss posse sncesa| yd 00. GO HaU Ue atiubteen tts, 0 25 2,280 00 - 
BoP USO) AS MAMUTC ss .cyiconicsssese ts evuseapecesrcseys eurnee. DS OD TH Os hee ees Bi Omes 4,637 50 
DO MOT eee space ces ceones Pua Mia vasthsceepuaaeccoctendlmig k OO WOON Sy) tt orane wares 0 50 3,590 00 
Od Tongues amd SOUundS......cccbseoscsssocvencos sosmesese B VareCl sp cree eucsee 7 00 | 56 00 
Total value of the products of the Fisheries, 1875......... Bersecess arbi Bers 91,558 35 
do do CLOT AT SASSY Seach entecntseas 212,640 50 
DIC CTO ASE Sie. soe vyscsscobeas vecees Cotteete oes tees Byeae 121,082 15 


LABRADOR DIVISION, 


This year’s fishing is one of the most disastrous which has been experienced for 


-a long period on the coast of Labrador. There were many complaints during the 


fall of 1874, but these were nothing compared to the falling off experienced in 1875, 


_' The people of this division considered themselves poor with 39,422 quintals of cod, 


6,283 barrels of herring, and 1,836 barrels of salmon, in 1874. Whatwillnow be the 


state of things with only 27,260 quintals of cod, 9,105 barrels of herring, 1,204 barrels 


of salmon, and the, balance of other fish in proportion? These remarks will enable 


-every one to understand what would have been the state of affairs on that coast during 


the present winter, had nota portion of its population migrated to the south shore in 


search of more hospitable lands. J think that some twenty or thirty families will 


succeed in crossing over to Newfoundland or Halifax ; the rest have already moved 


_ >to parishes on the south shore, and intend wintering there, returning to their homes 


mext spring. Later news are, however, more cheering. An abundant herring 
fishery did, late in the fall, supply the wants of those who were compelled to 
remain, thus making them richer than those who had left on account of their not 
‘having a sufficiency of provisions to enable them to remain until spring. By reason 


_of their possessing nothing to exchange, traders would not supply them with pro- 


visions during the summer ; but a bountiful herring fishery and a successful fur 
hunting, which began early, enabled them to procure everything required for their 
subsistance during the winter. The fishermen for whom we now entertain the 
greatest amount of apprehension are those of Moisie and Seven Islands. Having 
done nothing in the way of fishing, they relied upon Mr. hfolson’s establishment for 
work during the winter, when the bankruptcy of this firm during the latter part of 
the season compelled them to close their establishment and cease working. Great 


shardships and misery will prevail on this coast during our long and dreary Canadian 


winter. Even last summer, if any reliance is to be placed on the Fishery Overseer’s 
statement, some families were compelled to gather and feed upon small dead fish 
thrown upon the shore by the sea, The colony which migrated from Magdalen 
Islands to Seven Islands, becoming discouraged with the bad fishing of the two 


years past, had decided upon returning to their native Island where fishing has been 


so successful since their leaving, as to make them regret their hasty abandonment 
of it. They applied for a schooner, whose arrival they waited until the end of the 
season; but, as it failed to come, a great deal of hardship and misery must naturally 
be expected, and perhaps sickness will prevail before the close of the winter. 
Kegashca is another locality where the population is poor, and where tishing failed ; 
‘but the settlers are few, and can always find work or assistance from those of 
Natashquan, who suceceded well this year. 
Labrador is an immense peninsula, extending over an area of 450,000 superficial 
‘miles, and bounded by the Atlantic, tho Gulf of St. Lawrence and Hudson’s Bay. It 
is divided into three distinct regions; the middle one belongs to Canada, and is 
bounded on the East by Blank Sablon Bay, in the Strait of Belleisle. The north 
coast and that of Labrador being situated in high latitudes cannot be considered as 
agricultural countries. Potatoes and other vegetables, however, grow well, and even 
‘some grain, as rye, can be cultivated; but the production in this respect is too 
limited to be worth mentioning. Its fisheries used to form a monopoly in the hands 
of a few individuals ; but the existence of these firms has ceased for the last thirty 
years, and fishing is now free to everyone, and opened to competition from the Mari- 
time Proyinces, United States and Newfoundland. There are few permanent estab- 
lishments on the coast of Labrador. Some Jersey firms, of Bay des Chaleurs, have 
however, during the pastefew years, erected magniticent buildings and formed estab- 
lishments whiclt almost rival those of the south shore: such are those of Magpie, 
Thunder River, Sheldrake and Natashquan. New ones are being put up at St. John 
‘River and Moisie. Messrs. Sirois, of L’lslet, and Hamilton, of New Carlisle, have 
zalso very fine buildings at 5t. John River. 
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Most of the articles exported from the north shore are sent to Halifax, Gaspé andi | 
Quebec, and are composed, of cod, salmon herring, seal oil and furs, brought vy Mon- 
tagnais Indians who hunt in the interior. Fishing is generally most productive, if we 
except some particularly disastrous seasons, such as that of last year. The only means 
of subsistence on this barren part of the coast of Canada being fish, the hardships to 
which settlers are exposed (should this harvest fail) will be easily understood. This 
year’s poverty, and their gradual state of decline, has no other attributable cause but 
the disappearance of fish. It is therefore not an easy thing to remedy such an evil on 
a coast where fishing is the only resource of the inhabitants. I cannot point out any 
other cure than well directed labour, and a falling back upon the savings made in a 
year of abundance. But, in order to obviate or rather to shorten as much as possible: 
the danger of periodical scarcity which occurs on this coast after an unsuccessful fish— 
ing, I think that the forwarding of a mail during winter, which would leave Bonne 
Espérance about the end of January and join the Mingan mail which reaches Quebee 
in February, would have a good effect. I understand that a petition to this effect has: 
been signed and forwarded to the Government, which would thus be made acquainted: 
with the pressing wants of these remote settlers who have no representatives to take 
their interests In hand. Whenever necessary, relief might be sent them towards the 
end of March, as itis aboutthat time their wants are most pressing, their hardships: 
greater, and sickness most prevalent. The settlers might also be successful in seal- 
fishing and fur-hunting during the fall, and such a mail would enable them to com- 
municate with merchants from whom they might order provisions to be sent at the 
early opening of navigation; otherwise the provisions would arrive too late and the 
sufferings of fishermen would be needlessly prolonged. The establishment of this- 
mail would cost only a trifle and would be of the greatest advantage. 

The severe hardships which our people on the north coast have been subject to 
will undoubtedly bear their fruits, and make the regular settlers understand how 
advantageous it would be for them to cultivate afew vegetables which thrive well 
there, and would at any rate be of some assistance to them in cases of distress 

Communications between the north and south shores are now comparatively — 
easy, thanks to the postal service, established for a couple of years past between Gaspé- 
and Anticosti, and several localities on the north coast from Sheldrake to Natashquan. 
Another semi-monthly service has been organized between Matane and the north 
coast from Godbout to Moisie, and the Newfoundland Government this year char-- 
tered the steamer “ Ariel,” which is engaged to carry the mails between St, John,. 
Newfoundland and the lower part of Labrador, from Bonne Espérance to St. Charles. 
Islands. 

Whilst speaking of the fisheries of this division in detail, I shall touch upon: 
certain points which could not be treated in the present article. 


COD FISHERY. 


As already stated in previous reports, the north shore, especially that portion: 
known as the Coast of Labrador, was the first part of our country frequented “by 
strangers for cod fishing. Although some historians allege that this industry has 
been carried on from a very early period, the first vessel mentioned in history 
which is known to have been engaged in fishing on the banks of Newfoundland, was 
fitted out by a Portuguese named Gaspard de Costo-Réal. Further expeditions: 
were started in the beginning of the sixteenth century, and at a later period we find 
Basques and Spaniards settled on the coast of Labrador, as shown by the ruins of an: 
old Fort in Bradore Bay, which agrees with Jacques Cartier’s statement on his first 
voyage to Canada of his having met with Spanish vessels*returning from fishing.. 
French and Spaniards were the first cod fishermen who repaired to the coast of” 
Labrador, where they were soon joined by New-Englanders and their neighbours from- 
the Maritime Provinces. Up to 1828 and 1829, none but strangers went there to fish,. 
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put after that date schooners from Berthier, St. Thomas and L’Islet also repaired to 
the north shore for the same purposes. The crews were, however, so badly treated 
by strangers, that they were compelled to give up these cxpeditions. Most of the 
oldest settlers on this coast are composed of the crews of these schooners. The 
number of foreign fishing vessels resorting to the coast of Labrador has greatly 
diminished, hardly sixty of them being reckoned in one season. But now that the 
Hudson’s Bay Company has relinquished its claim to the fisheries of the coast, and 
above all, since seal hunting and fishing has ceased to yield large profits, cod fishing 
has greatly increased. So soon asthe Government resumed its right to these coasts, the 
fame of its fisheries spread abroad, colonies of new settlers gradually arrived and 
villages rose as if by enchantment. Sheldrake, Magpie, St. John River and Long 
Point were thus formed of new arrivals from Gaspé, and the pleasant posts of Hsqui- 
maux Point and Natashquan were settled by Magdalen Islands.fishermen. No other 
fishing is practiced on the coast of Labrador but the summer fishery; the weather 
generally becomes so rough after the 15th of August that it is unsafe to go outside on 
account of storms and currents. 


TIES A ee 


4 Whilst speaking of cod-fishing on the coasts of Gaspé, occasion was taken to 
state that the fish mostly resorted to the same localities every year. These migra- 
tions are not so regular on the north coast, cod being sometimes more abundant 


than on the’south shore; but its visits are more irregular, and the fish also fails 
entirely in certain places where the year before it appeared in the greatest possible 

» abundance. 
The most renowned spots for cod-fishing are English Bay, near Seven Islands, 
where a certain number of' fishermen repair for summer fishing; Moisie, Sheldrake, 
_ Magpie, St. John River, Natashquan, Kegashea, Coacoachoo Islands, Mecatina, 
~ Pacachoo, Bonne Espérance and Blanc Sablon. Last season was, however, an excep- 
tional one; the fish having almost entirely failed from Natashquan to Bonne 
_ Espérance. Each fishing boat, with two men, did not average more than fifteen 
quintals. About one hundred schooners from Magdalen Islands, Newfoundland and 
the Maritime Provinces, with crews of ten men each, did not average more than one 
hundred quintals of fish. Fishing boats at Blane Sablon caught eighty quintals each ; 
at Natashquan, fifty ; at Moisie and Seven Islands, from twelve to fifteen. The best 
fishing was made at Magpie, Thunder Bay, St. John River and Long Point, where 

boats averaged from eighty to ninety-five quintals each. 

Cod fishing on the north shore is generally carried on with hook and line. 
Trawl fishing is, however, beginning to be introduced, especially on the River St, 
John’s banks and around Anticosti. Seines are also used in certain localities. The 
latter mode of fishing has become a real blessing to the owners of these engines, and 
- it would be well if fishermen on the coast were to associate in groups of ten’and 
rovide themselves with cod seines. The fishing season is so short that there are a 
Rarniired chances against one that good hauls will be made with seines ; thus preven- 
ting utter failures which occur now and then. There are only five or six seines on 

_ our coasts. 

Cod cannot be so well prepared on the north shore as on the south, owing to more 
unfavourable weather ; still it realizes about the same price on the markets. Fish 
caught above Mingan is sold to Gaspé and Paspebiac firms ; below these points it 1s 
generally purchased by Halifax and Newfoundland traders. ; 

The fishery statistics show that the quantity of cod caught this year on the 
; north shore amounted to 27,260 quintals, against 39,422 in 1874. This must be 
reckoned as the most unfortunate season experienced since 1862, when the yield was 
only 9,980 quintais. 
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Codfish Seines. 


In a special report which I made last year, I took occasion to allude at length 
to the practice of fishing for cod with seines, against the use of which the represen 
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tatives of Jersey firms having establishments on the Gulf shores made strong repre- 
-sentations, under the specious s pretence that the use of these engines would, in a couple 
of years, ruin the fishing grounds and utterly destroy the fish. I shall not repeat here 
the arg uments already advanced to show that this mode of fishing which has beén 
used on the coast for at least one hundred years has not yet caused any material 
injury to the grounds or to the fish, and that it should be rather encouraged than 
-Otheriwise; but I will merely state that the regulation made to conciliate both the 
hook-and-line and seine fishermen, was well observed to their mutual satisfaction, 
and thatit would have been a great misfortune for the coast of Labrador had the 
-owners of seines been prohibited from using them. There are but seven seinea on 


the coast; their owners are the only ones who caught enough to secure provisions — 


and assist their less successful neighbours during our long winter, and it would have 
been areal hardship to stop them. And, I may safely repeat that, in these localities 
where seines have been most in ase for the past one hundred years ; namely from 
Bonne Esperance to St Charles Islands; codfish were most abundant. The tishery 
statistics show that the owners of seines employ between fourteen and twenty men 
each. It will thus be seen what a loss these people would have sustained, had it not 
-been for one or two successful hauls. 


Mackerel and Halibut Fisheries. 


Although the fisheries above stated are of a great importance to our American 
neighbours, very little interest is taken in them by our Quebec fishermen. Both 
‘these kinds of fish may, however, be considered as the most important frequenting 
‘the waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence owing both to their abundance as well as to 
the high prices which they realize on foreign “markets. Fishermen from the Mari- 
‘time Provinces as well as those from Magdalen Islands have, however, during the 
past few years, begun to pay some attention to these fisheries, the products of 

~which they can advantag geously dispose of owing to their proximity to the United 

States. It being impossible to preserve this fish in a warm climate, where cod is 

usually disposed of, Gaspe merchants and others are not particularly anxious to buy 

them. This is the reason why, finding no markets for it, Canadian fishermen allow 
this inexhaustible source of revenue to be manipulated by foreigners. 

Some naturalists have expressed the opinion that mackerel left our shores 
during winter and migrated to the polar seas, but later scientific observations show 
that these fish merely recede from the shore in order to betake themselves to deeper 
water. The observations made by Mr. Whitcher, on this subject, and published in a 
special report, are strongly corroborated by my own experience. 

With the exception ‘of the people of Gaspé and Magdalen Islands, who are more 
or less extensively engaged in mackerel fishing, no other fishermen from the Pro- 
vince of Quebec turn their attention it. The small amount of mackerel caught is 
secured in herring nets set for the purpose of prosuring bait. Most of the foreign 
fishermen engaged i in mackerel fishing hail from the ports of Gloucester, N ewbury, 
&c., in Massachusetts. About twelve hundred schooners, of a fine model, sail every 
year from these places to engage in fishing on our shores and those of the Maritime 
Provinces. 

The migrations of mackerel are very peculiar. They visit certain localities 
one serson and may be several years without returning to it. Pleasant Bay and the 
neighb »u1hvod of Magdalen Islands are probably the only localities which they do not 
fail to visit ever y season. Pleasant Bay especially is so favorably situated for the 
breeding of fish that it is no wonder their instinct drives them to it for the 
purpose of spawning. Mackerel schools follow herring in the waters of the St. 
Lawrence. These fish are found around Magdalen Islands and Prince Edward Island 


-about the beginning of June when they are caught with nets. Towards the later: 


_part of June they leave these localities to return again about the middle of July to 
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“Magdalen Islands, Bay des Chaleurs, on the coast of Gaspé, the north shore, at Seven 
Islands and later still in the neighbourhood of Godbout; they are then ‘in prime 
condition and in their best state for the market. At this date mackerel are 
caught with hook and line, and when sufficiently near shore, with seines. 

Mackerel remained a long time around the shores of Magdalen Island and 
Prince Edward Island this season ; they were also very abundant at Godbout, and 
large quantities might have been secured had the people been provided with seines. 
A tew stray schools were noticed on other parts of the sea-shore. They have not 
been met with for four years on the coast of Labrador, and the statisties of this year 
return only thirty barrels as having been caught there during the whole summer. 
‘The catch on the coasts of Gaspé amounded to 1,322 barrels in 1874, representing 
a value of $13,200; this year, only fifteen were caught. 53 

_ Halibut as well’as Mackerel fishing is carried on on our shores only by vessels 
from the United States. Schooners of the finest model and fast sailers are engaged 
in this fishery. Our fishermen take a few when fishing for cod, since these fish 
frequent the same grounds They generally sell in the States at from fifteen to 
twenty cents a pound, whilst on our markets they seldom realize more than six dollars 
.a barrel. 

Halibut is found in great abundance slong the whole of the north coast, from 
Natashquan to Godbout, as well as around Anticosti Island ; it would undoubtedly 
be equally met with on the coasts of Gaspé, but nobody there fishes for it. An 
American schooner, however, took a cargo this season near shore, between Magdalen 
River and Gros Cap; this would lead me to believe that were an attempt made, 
mackerel would be found in the neighbourhood of Gaspé Cape, but American schoon- 
ers prefer the north coast where harbours are handier and safer. Ten schooners 
from the United States took cargoes of halibut in 1874 along the north coast, but 
only four or five were engaged in this fishery during the present season. The reason 
of this fulling off I am unaware of, although the fish were as abundant as usual. 
‘The Labrador fishermen caught 23 barrels this year, against 21 in 1874, and on the 
south shore 135 barrels in 1874, against 37 barrels in 1875. 


Salmon Fishery. 


The rivers of this division, when first visited by travellers, were found to be so 
full of fish that one of them wrote to his friends in Europe telling them that a vessel 
could be loaded in three days from one of these streams—the River St. Paul, I beleive. 
But there, as everywhere else, the same causes brought the same results ; and there, 
as well as on the south shore, the Government was compelled to make laws and regula- 
tions in order to secure the restocking of these streams. The favourable results of protee- 
tion were more felt on the north than on the south coast ; the proof of it being found 
in the marked improvement which has been noticed during the past few years in the 
yield of formerly renowned streams such as Moisie, Natashquan and St. John Rivers. 
This season, unfortunately, there was a great falling off; still salmon fishing was 
better than on the south shore. With the exception of Natashquan and Watshee- 
shoo, where the yield of salmon appears to have been as good, if not larger, than in 
former years, the other divisions exhibit a great decrease in the salmon catch of the 
two past years. At Trinity River, for instance, Messrs. Clark and Bilodeau caught 
only ten barrels, instead of forty ; the usual catch. Moisie returns only three hun- 
dred and forty barrels against upwards of five or six hundred for other years since 
1868. St. John River yielded one hundred barrels against two hundred in 1874. 
The outside stations hardly covered their bare expenses ; for instance, at Moisie, Mr. 
Chisholm’s station caught only six barrels, against eighty, in 1874; Mr. Poirier’s 
dwindled down to three, instead of eighty, and at Ste. Marguerite Messrs. Joncas and 
Talbot caught only six barrels, instead of thirty in 1874. The same decrease was 


noticed elsewhere. 
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Moisie River was angled by six sportsmen, and St. John River by two; neither’ 
of them had any great sport. Salmon taught with the fly at Moisie may be valued 
at five barrels, against twenty last year. Mr. McGregor killed 145 fish in St. John 
River.. Streams are, however, reported to be well stocked, although there appears. 
not to be so many fish as in 1874 upon the spawning beds. Salmon began to enter: 
the rivers late in the fall; this may account for the failure in both net and fly- 
fishing. . 
The artificial fish-breeding establishment which the lessee of the net-fishing 
division keeps up at his own cost did not succeed this year. Mr. Holliday attributes 
his unsuccess to the bad quality of the water in the creek upon which the establish- 
ment is located ; he has therefore decided upon changing the locality and placing it 
on another brook. ‘The license of the net-fishing privilege of Mingan River not hav- 
ing been renewed this season, the breeding pools were consequently visited by a much 
larger number of fish than usual; but, strange to say, there were only about the same: 
number as last year killed with the fly. This may, however, be due to particular 
causes, such as unfavourable weather, &c., &e. 

I have already had occasion to allude in my annual report of last year on the 
strangeness of Sir George Gore’s conduct towards your Department, its officers and 
the settlers as well as the Indians of Mingan; I also took occasion to mention the 
effrontery with which he violated the fishery laws, and the misplaced tenderness he 
exhibited towards his dogs by feeding them on trout when ata few steps’ distance 
Indians, weakened by decease, were starving without his heart being at all moved by 
such a spectacle. We have no similarly disgraceful scenes to regret this year, as we 
happened to be on the spot in time to effect a compliance with the law which in 
spite of the repeated warnings of your Department he had already managed to 
violate three times. Such conduct on the part of a titled person is not pleasant to — 
report; and | must add, to the praise of sportsmen generally that it is a rare excep- 
tion. All the anglers whom I have met since 1869 are gentlemen, well bred, imbued. 
with a large share of liberality and paying great attention to a strict and cheerful 
compliance with the fishery laws and to the directions of the officers. No wonder,. 
therefore that their arrival is considered a godsend by the settlers who may happen 
to come in contact with them. It is not so with Sir George Gore. He left the coast,,. 
carrying with him the contempt of every one, and finally compromising himself by 
foolish actions such as burning his fishing huts and furniture that they might not be 
of service to the Indians or fishermen of the locality. Men of this disposition are 
very troublesome, and I hope the Department will see the necessity of being careful 
to whom it leases our rivers. The example of such a person who despises the fishery 
laws, who on every possible occasion, defies, villifies and persecutes its officers, cannot 
be anything else but a source of disagreement and disorder among fishermen and 
‘Indians, especially those who witnessed the crazy feats this individual ‘performed in 
their presence. Whilst they were decimated by illness and hunger, S:r George Gore 
was fattening his dogs upon fish which might have helped to save whole families of 
their tribes. Such a sight could only raise their indignation against everyone and 
especially against our fishery laws; and Iam the more led to this belief by the 
opinion of Mr. Scott, the Hudson’s Bay Cos.’ agent at Mingan, who assures me- 
_ that the former peacable and quiet temper of these Indians has so much changed 
for the past two years that he can with difficulty compel obedience from them. 
This irritation in their temper nearly caused them to commit a murder this year 
upon a sportsman who had visited Sir George Gore’s camp. Providence fortu- 
nately prevented the accomplishment of such a dreadfal deed. His narrow escape- 
from exasperation, caused by the conduct of the former, warns me to draw your 
serious attention to the mischief which such men may occasion. 

The situation of the Mingan Indians has, for several years past, become exceed- 
ingly precarious. After several months of hardships suffered in hunting, through: 
snow, cold weather and storms, they have for a hundred years past been in the habit 
of returning every spring to Mingan. There they spend five or six weeks on the sea- 
shore with their missionaries, exchange the product of their hunt for clothes and 
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ammunition; and take some rest before again returning to the woods. These were 
their holidays. Fish were abundant in the rivers, seals plenty onthe coast and 
feathered game of all sorts could be found on the neighbouring islands; so that their 
‘mode of living was altogether pleasant. This state of things has been much altered 
of late; game has disappeared, the rivers are let, and spearing is prohibited under 
heavy penalties. Such a condition of affairs was altogether undesirable, and would 
andoubtedly have brought these Indians to starvation and death. I art therefore 
happy to-see that your Department has come to their relief by granting them a good 
salmon stand in the immediate neighbourhood of Mingan River. This will be of the 
greatest possible assistance to them during their short stay on the sea-coast. They 
undoubtedly received this favour with the same gratitude as was expressed on a 
similar occasion by the Micmac Indians of Restigouche. No tribes of Indians are 


more dese¥ving of the entire sympathy of your Department than the Montagnais 


svhose mode of living 1s so difficult and whose disposition is so good. 

Romaine River was fished this year with nets and fly by the lessee, Capt. 
Coventry. He caught twenty barrels in his nets and fifty fish with the rod. In 
Watsheeshoo Division, the falling off in the yield of salmon was three barrels; thirty 
instead of thirty-three. In Watsheeshoo River, which was not angled since 1868, 
Messrs. Carter and Cooper caught twenty six salmon, and are well pleased with, 
their sport. 

As already stated, the largest quantity of salmon was this year caught in the divi- 
sion of Natashquan. Nabissipi and Agwanus yielded a few barrels more than usual, 
and Natashquan River gave four hundred and fifty barrels, two hundred and fifty of 
which were preserved in tin. For several years past it had been ascertained that some 
poachers were in the habit of fishing Natashquan River after the departure of the 
lessee; but the offence could not be traced to anyone. About the end of August, 
this season, two men named Rochette and Boulanger ascended the river to seine. 
They succeeded in securing four barrels, but were caught in the act, their salmon confi- 
scated and themselves heavily fined. The fish could not, unfortunately, be sold; it 
having spoiled for want of being well prepared. Romaine and Washeecootai Rivers, 
which are situate a few miles bebow Natashquan, are two splendid streams, espe- 
-cially the latter which is navigable as high up as the falls and affords the most 
picturesque sights possible. Of all the salmon streams on the north and south 
shores, Washeecootai River is undoubtedly the most favorable for sportsmen; the 
fishing grounds being so easily reached that a gentleman leaving Quebec in a vessel 
can be landed rightalongside the fishing pools. Besides this great advantage, the river 
has all the appearances of being a fine salmon stream. It is not well stocked at 
present, it having been ruined by excessive net fishing, seining in pools and spearing. 
Upon examiming the rocks on each side of the pools, I discovered ummistakeable 
signs of poaching. I was on the river by the latter end of August, and during my 
short stay there I noticed twenty large salmon jumping out of the water. What I 
say here of Washeecootai River applies also to Olomanosheeshoo or Romaine River, 
which is equally accessible. Up toa couple of years past these rivers had no private 
guardians, and were situate so far from the local Fishery Overseer, that he 
could visit them but once a year, so that when the officer’s visit was ended poachers 
had the field to themselves and could, without any risk of detection, freely practice 
all sorts of illegal fishing. Now that these streams are under lease, every means are 
taken to aid their being restocked and make them profitable to the lessees as well as 
to the Government. 

Pacachoo and Bonne Esperance divisions, where fishery lawsare always strictly 
observed, yielded only 293 barrels of salmon against 338 in 1874. The local Fishery 
Overseers and resident fishermen explain this falling off by the large quantity of ice 
which remained close in shore until the end of June. 

Trout fishing is not considered as a commercial pursuit ; the fish being mostly used 
-on the spot for domestic consumption during winter. Twenty barrels were caught 
on the north shore and forty-seven on the south. The yield in 1874 was seventy- 
nine barrels for the north and forty four for the south coasts. 
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The total yield of salmon fishery was 1,204 barrels against 1.471 in 1874. 

Owing to successive bad fishing, your Department determined upon lowering 
the license fees for salmon fishery stations, fixing the rate at forty cents per barrel, 
instead of at $1.00, as formerly. The catch haviny fallen off this year, it follows that 
the collections will also be found to be less. 


Seal Fishery. 


Although for three centuries past every possible means have been employed to- 
entrap these animals, whose acuteness renders it a matter of difficulty, and considering 
that most destructive warfare has been for so long waged against them, they still 
return every year in large numbers to our shores which were formerlygvisited by 
immense herds of walruses but now abandoned by them almost equally with the whale,. 
on account of incessant attacks. Seals understand now that additional precautions. 
must be taken in their migrations; and it is not at all improbable that their disap- 
pearance from the coast which they used to near, when ascendiny the gulf, is not due 
to a decrease in the species but to the instinct of conservation and to their being” 
frightened away by the shouts of sailors and other noises attendant upon similar 
expeditions. Indeed, Canadian fishermen who go seal hunting on the ice in the 
spring, state they can find no difference between the number ofseals now and twenty 
five years ago. Several species of seals visit the Gulf of St. Lawrence during cer- 
tain periods of the year; these are, the Greenland seal, harp seals, hooded seals, 
and another kind which is met on our shores during the whole year round, and which 
travels in herds. The two first named species are migratory animals, joining together 
only at breeding time. It is these in which we feel most interested. Seals are very 
active, fast swimmers and succeed in catching the swiftest fish, such as salmon, upon 
which they wage deadly warfare, especially within the north shore rivers. These- 
animals usually abandon the northern seas to enter the Gulf of St. Lawrence about 
the end of November; they near the coast on both sides, and are then caught with 
nets. They are afterwards found in March and April upon ice-fields where they 
bring forth their young. Thirteen sedentary stations on the coast of Labrador 
yielded this season only 182 seals against 251 last year, and 1,609 in 1872. This 
abundantly proves that such a poor catch cannot even reimburse the actual outlay of 
setting ; some of these seal nets costing as much as four or five thousand dollars. Most 
of their owners lifted them up last fall with the intention of not setting again. This, 
I daresay, is a wise determination on their part, as no season was more favourable: 
than the past one for a successful catch, and in spite of it, seals never came near 
shore. Those fishermen who went out in the Gulf seal-fishing in the spring were 
successful enough to capture 530 in Bradore and Belles Amours Bays. But these are 
insignificant results compared with the wonderful fishings which formerly used to 
be made by the Jones, Robertsons and other settlers. Besides the total number of” 
seals caught with nets and those killed on the ice by schooners, from Hsquimaux 
Point and Natashquan, about 1,200 more were secured between Mingan and Point 
des Monts. 


Seal Hunting on the Ice. 


If seal hunters are not yet convinced that the indiscriminate destruct*on made of 
these animals since the commencement of the present century begins to tell on their 
numbers, the outfitters see pretty clearly that the new and improved modes of destruc- 
tion which are yearly introduced, would soon bring about the same results which 
have been noticed in the walrus and whale fisheries, and that by indiscriminately 
destroying the species at every season of the year, the means of destruction were 
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earried further than the powers of reproduction allowed. During the year 1873, 
merchants from England, having an interest in the business, entered into corres- 

ndence with other parties from the north of Europe, in order to influence the- 

vernments of different countries to enact laws restricting the time of fishing; but 
no understanding having been arrived at, larger expeditions than ever started last 
spring for Greenland and Jan Mayen Island, and arrived on the grounds before the 
females had had time to bring forth their young, or three days after the birth of the 
latter, when they are incapable of finding their own sustenance. This last expedition 
caused great apprehension, and decided the Board of Trade of Liverpool to move in 
the matter. It is to be hoped that the several Governments interested in this question 
will take timely action, and that the necessary restrictions and legislation will be 
passed in time to protect the seals against inconsiderate expeditions in 1876. I am 
under the impression that the time agreed upon is from the 5th of Avril to the latter 
end of May, and it is to be hoped that Newfoundland fishermen will strictly comply 
with this arrangement, since they have, more than any one else, an interest in keep- 
ing around their shores a source of wealth which they require to support their Local 
Government, and which in their wisdom they should strive to keep for their 
children. 

Seals bring forth their young about the middle of March, and a female seldom 
has more than one. These animals couple in June, and improvident fishermen have 
not yet found out that, were the required means put in operation, it was an easy thing 
to destroy a whole species, whose powers of reproduction are somewhat limited, and 
that this end would sooner be attained the earlier the hunt began in March, when 
seals are very small, or by extending it to late in June, so as to make coupling 
impossible. This last fact certainly deserves the attention of outfitters, as intelligent 
fishermen have noticed that formerly it was an unknown thing to see a female seal 
without a young one; but hardly ten per cent of the whole now bring forth young ones 
each year. Ifthe number of vessels engaged in this enormously destructive fishing 
of the past sixty years is considered, this state of things will be easily understood. 
The number of European vessels engaged seal-hunting on the easterly shores of Jan 
Mayen amounted to seventy in 1875, thirty-nine of which were steam vessels. 
[am not positive as to the precise date at which Newfoundlanders began to engage in 
these expeditions, but returns made in 1787 show that during that year 900 seals were 
killed on the ice. From that date to 1875, these figures have increased to 56,000 
per annum, with a fluctuation since 1832 of 400,000 to 700,000 every year. As late 
as 1857, about 400 brigantines and schooners were engaged in this pursuit, but since 
that time the number of sailing vessels has decreased, to be replaced by larger 
ones, probably by steam. This change gives better chances for a successful 
hunt, 

It was stated in my annual report of last year, that our own people did not 
require any restrictive rules to compel them to regulate their fishing. Indeed, their 
vessels are so much blocked by ice in the spring, that they can hardly leave before 
the end of April. The long distance they have to proceed before reaching the sealing 
grounds, and the slow rate of speed of their schooners through the ice, prevent their 
‘success from more or less influencing the larger or smaller number of seals in the 
Gulf; at any rate so long as they employ their present means of fishing. 

Twenty seven schooners from Esquimaux Point and Natashquan went out this 
spring to the sealing grounds, and returned with 6,332 seals. This represents 69 seals 
more than last year; but it isa very small catch to divide between twenty seven 
schooners averaging a crew of ten men per vessel; and especially when all the seals 
killed were small. Two of these schooners were crushed in the ice; the crews suffered 
great hardships from cold and exhaustion, and would undoubtedly have been 
lost had it not been for timely assistance from shore. A schooner was fitted out at 
Seven Islands; but after seven weeks dangerous navigation, returned with only 35 
seals. 

Oil sold for forty cents this year, and skins fetched one dollar and twenty 
cents. 
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OVERSEERS AND FISHERY GUARDIANS. 


it being absolutely necessary that fishery laws should be well observed, in order 
to ensure an increase of fish in our rivers, and the consequent prosperity of fishermen, 
it is also requisite that your Department should command the services of an efficient / 
staff of guardians, to see that poachers and violators of the law do not encroach upon 
Government rights. Fishery Overseers and Guardians should in every case be intel- 
ligent and reliable men, with sufficient education to enable them to study the habits 
and nature of fish, the causes of increase or decrease in the yield of fisheries, and to 
fully appreciate the*importance of their duties, for the reason that neglect or indiffe- 
rence to fulfil them may injuriously affect the efficiency of the service. 

The present remarks must be taken only in a general sense, as the present staff 
-of Overseers and Guardians in the division under my charge, with one or two excep- 
tions, leave nothing to be desired. I must, however, say that your Department shows 
every confidence and attention towards the angling lessees of salmon streams in allow- 
ing them to choose their own guardians. Most of these lessees, I dare say, have proved 
worthy of this confidence, but that system may also be conducive to abuse, especially 
when sport or private interest prevail in antagonism to complance with the law. 
‘These private guardians are chosen to take care of rivers; but they are so well paid 
that the interest of their employers are predominant with them, and that the neigh- 
bours’ faults are more readily noticed than those of their masters. This is so much the 
case that it is often a difficult task to get the truth out of them, even under oath. I had 
a striking example of this with regard to G. Harbour of Gaspé, an intelligent man, 
who had been engaged as private guardian at Mingan River for Sir George Gore. In 
a prosecution which I was compelled to bring against this person for violation of the. 
Fisheries Act, I could not succeed in getting Harbour to state whether or not he had 
-seen his employer fish on a Monday, when asked to answer such a plain question on 
the Wednesday following; that is to say, thirty-six hours after. Let it be remarked, 
en passant, that Mr. Harbour had nothing else to do but to attend upon Sir George Gore ; 
he thought he had seen him fish, but would not swear to the fact. This sudden loss of 
memory was undoubtedly due to the fear of losing a lucrative employment with his 
master. I, therefore, am of opinion that the choice of these private guardians should, 
in a great degree, be under the immediate control of your Department, or of some one 
delegated for the purpose. 

The late appointment of a Fishery Overseer for the Magdalen Division, on 
the south shore of Gaspé, completed the number of officials required to efficiently 
protect this important section. I would, moreover, respectfully recommend your 
Department to somewhat increase this officer’s salary in view of the large extent of 
coast he has to guard, and the importance of his division, which is a very difficult one 
to protect. His present pay of $60 a season is evidently too small to live upon, and 
in order to secure a living, he will be compelled to neglect his official duties. 

There is another division on the north coast which, in-order to be efficiently - 
protected, ought to be divided into two. This division has an extent of coast 
of from sixty to ninety miles, and comprises Agwans, Kegashca, Natashquan, 
“Washeecootai, Nabissipi and Romaine Rivers. Both divisions of this important 
fishery district are equally important, but travelling between Natashquan and 
Kegashea, a distance of thirty-three miles, is most difficult, there being no settle- 
ments at all and the coast being unapproachable. It will therefore be easily under- 
stood that the Fishery Overseer at Natashquan, who has a good deal to do in guarding 
this river, can hardly be expected to visit the eastern division comprising Kegashea, 
Washeecootai and Romaine Rivers more than once during the season. This part of 
the coast being frequented by a large number of foreign fiishing vessels, it follows 
that these rivers are poached almost every season without it being possible to detect 
‘the violators of the law. Such was the case in Kegashca River this year. IL would 
therefore recommend to divide this district into two divisions, the first comprising 
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Agwanus and Nabissippi rivers; the second, Kegashca, Washeecootai and Romaine 
Rivers. With such an arrangement, both these divisions would be easily guarded, and 
the river would soon be restocked. They are suchsplendid and handy salmon streams 
that they would in a very short time amply repay the Department for the additional 
outlay. 

I cannot close this article without also recommending Mr. Whitely, the Fishery 


Overseer of Bonne Espérance Division, to the special consideration of your Depart- 


ment. ‘This officer is one of the oldest and most efficient on the staff, and has always 
performed his duties to my own and my predecessors’ satisfaction. His salary of 
$50 per annum is evidently not proportionate to the importance of the services he 
renders to your Department. A small increase would satisfy him, and prevent the 
loss of the services of an employé whom it would almost be impossible to replace with 
equal satisfaction in this difficult division. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
VALUE OF THE DIFFERENT FISHERIES OF THE LABRADOR DIVISION 
$ cts. $ cts. 
Summer Cod fishing ........... ha curmanr Guouyestuatvenastse. 23,088 quintals (@)...4....5. 6. 5.00 115,440 60 
Autumn OER Siac toncea sina etuced onan eseeg rie sweetewe ees 4,172 do : 5.00 20,860 00 
MPA CLORCU IS ATS cate csond os cacsyasy sSgewsb vam eden sous yereaes BO baprelg <tr tot eects 10.00 300 00 
LL Tce Neer Cat Seen RPO sa OTe WE O405 (MG. y 305 fee 5.00; 45,525 00 
PAD LOURO ERIC Behe sc sles tot anc Wert ecs dus tmreck denen Machete 23) waiG NP vteccateamnee 6.00 138 00 
SIMMTO POLEK ICE) .d0700chs ccueecorh sieeeeeet tectuene mie i ae 9C7 * do 16.00 14,512 CO 
1G POCELeSH It 160) ° 2,5 Riss rogvteatocacesbtocta seospases| 1 LasO40 MB. po gut Mreceeet sates 0.05 5,632 00 
LG PAIN BCANS ) U8. s00hs)scadesvuhioccngha Dearp scneetdeimecte GOL000 Gest. Sv peat aces 0.25 15,000 00 
PEDO e SEAV ING suas vce «5, ciuvong coos oe ces ceceaeesels Skeet veeh come 67. barrels 7" ca. oceneos 8.00 496 00 
SRO P oot cathe sic pu ieecostescetecuae coceachs ERRtere canta ee U1 07 GACDe - vane. Panties mine 6.00 46,242 00 
OOCIOM Last tess Passat eee swasee Basak sang es somitbs sa dpieaechiocea 29,064 ‘PATONS Mh; feiss eeowstes 0.50) 14,682 00 
seal Oil ...... ebivieslesieins Wuleeewirs enue an deveese cw eee pevewu eines ss oa} Boy DOB oy indent Raelanceies Sat 0.50 17,612 50 
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‘ 3 { See 
Total value of the products of the Fisheries in 1875 ..........:..:secceeees 297,639 50 
do do do ROTLAI cpateesiaceecacsaeee 357,750 35 
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_ ANTICOSTI ISLAND. 

. . 

We were unable this season to visit Anticosti before the 5th of August, and our 


first call was at English Bay, where we were informed by the settlers that the winter 
had been very severe, and that it was with the greatest difficulty some of the families 
on the Island managed to get through; several of them, as in previous years, hav - 
ing to draw on the Government Provision Depots. Furs were scarce, and settlers 
~ who succeeded in securing a few skins had to undergo great hardships to procure them. 
My predictions regarding the Anticosti Company, I am sorry to say, proved but too 
true. The attractive programme laid before the public was in no sense acted upon. 
The Association broke up, and abandoned all its plans of settlement, leaving the 
-jmmigrants to depend upon their own energy for a living. It was well that 
Mr. Charles Le Boutillier, of Gaspé Basin, came forward and consented to supply 
them with the necessaries of life, taking their fish in exchange at the highest market 
yrices. This liberal-minded gentleman located several agents on the Island, and will, 
hope, be the means of having the place settled. I also understand that the business 
_ of the old Company has been taken up by a new Association in Montreal, with the 
intention of carrying out some scheme by which Anticosti will be made to yield a 
revenue. I hope also that, taking advantage of previous experience, they will exert 
their means and energy in the right direction. The settlers from Newfoundland are 
a hard-working and industrious population. At Fox Bay a large portion of land has 
been cleared, and vegetable gardens planted; some of the people raised very fine 
produce, At English Bay the settlers are also doing very well. They will have, of 
course, to contend with very great natural disadvantages, but they will, I feel satis- 
fied, improve their position every successive year. 
The provisions sent in 1873 by your Department were of great assistance, and in 
_ some places I noticed potatoe crops raised from the seed sent, which looked very fine 
indeed. J also saw turnips weighing from two and a half to three pounds, and other 
gardea vegetables in proportion. Unfortunately, fishing, as a whole, was very poor 
‘this season. Trading schooners also kept aloof from the locality, fearing, I suppose, 
the inability to transact any remunerative business. This circumstance somewhat 
added to the discomfort of the people, who relied upon them for provisions, &c. ; but 
Mr. Charles Le Boutillier readily aided them, and supplied their wants. Several of 
the settlers also crossed over to Gaspé and traded for themselves, Tam really at a 
loss to explain the cause of the falling off in the fishery around these Islands; but my 
impression is that the lateness of the season, coupled with the continual bad weather, 
kept the fish away from these usually fine fishing grounds. 


Salmon Fishery. 


Salmon fishing was poor this season, by reason, undoubtedly, of the ice remain- 
ing so long’ around the shores of the Island. Another cause of failure may also be 
attributed to the heawy rains which prevailed during the winter of 1873, as well as to 
the spring freshets, which caused considerable damage to the spawning beds, by 
washing the eggs out to sea. A further reason may be found in the fact that salmon, 
not finding sufficient water in the streams this year, went elsewhere to spawn. Great 
damage was also done in some of the rivers by stormy weather, the sea having in 
some instances formed bars at the mouths of streams, which baulked the fish on their 
first seeking fresh water. The Local Guardians inform me that in several places it is 
even difficult to get a flat over the bars. These obstructions must naturally inc rease 
every year by additional deposits from the rivers. 

‘There were 81 barrels of salmon caught this year, against 119 in 1874; this shows 
a decrease of 20 barrels in 1875. 
Cod Fishery. 


- Cod fishing this season was poor. Fish were abundant enough on te banks 
around the Island, but bait was scarce, owing to constant bad weather. Herring 


kept away from shore for several days at a time, being driven out of bays by rough 

weather, and fishing was consequently impracticable. The prevalence of foggy and 
damp weather also had a great deal to do with the small quantity of fish cured. An- 
other reason which may account for the small yield of cod noticed in this year’s 

statistics, is the difficulty experienced by local guardians in collecting correct and — 
complete information. ‘There are no roads on Anticosti; communications from one- 
post to another have to be made by water. The guardians are compelled to travel 

through their divisions in a boat, hurrying through from one place to another, so as — 
to take advantage of tide and fine weather ; sometimes only visiting a fishing-place once ~ 
in a season, often depending’on hearsay for statistics, when the men are not ashore. 
Besides these difficulties, the inconvenience of not having a mail leaving late in the 
fall, compels the guardians to send their reports before the fishing season is prac- 
tically over. The yield of cod this year was 4,891 quintals, against 5,158 in 1874—a 
falling off of 267 quintals. 


Herring, Mackerel and Halibut Fisheries. 


Herring, which is the bait mostly used for codfishing around Anticosti was very — 
scarce. A good haul was, however, made by settlers at Fox Bay; and about 200 
barrels salted down in a very short time. More could have been stored had there _ 
been sufficient salt on hand.. This was quite a godsend to these new settlers, it 
enabled them to make up somewhat for the scarcity of fish. In other parts of the 
Island the average catch was from two to four barrels per family. The total catch 
for this year was 1,089 barrels, against 1,507 in 1874, showing a decrease of 418 
barrels. | ; 

Halibut is not generally fished for by the inhabitants around Anticosti; the fish 
caught while fishing for cod only being salted. This year there were 88 barrels of 
it caught against 156 last year. American schooners which used to patronise the 
halibut grounds around Anticosti appear to have deserted the place altogether. The’ 
residents informed me that they had not seen a single United States craft this year. 

From all that I could learn, mackerel did not strike the shores at all. 


Seal Fishery. 


A larger number of seals were killed this year than in 1873 and 1874. Several 
settlers from Newfoundland and Shippegan, or Acadians, as they are styled, made 
good hunts. <A resident of English Bay, who depends altogether on seal hunting for 
a means of livelihood, also succeeded very well. The total number of seals killed 
this year amounted to 215, yielding 460 gallons of oil. In 1874 only 172 were killed, 
giving 359 gallons of oil. | 

In accordance with directions from your Department, I engaged last season two 
fishery guardians for Anticosti, Mr. Alfred Malouin for the western portion of the 
Island, and Mr. Ebenezer Marshall for the eastern division. Both these officers 
performed their duties satisfactorily, notwithstanding the many difficulties they had 
to encounter. 

Anticosti will, I hope, before long, become a prosperous place; there really is 
no reason why it should not progress, should the enterprising settlers who are now 
located on it receive assistance from outside. They are a hardy and industrious set, 
determined upon roughing it, and anxious to build for themselves houses on an 
Island which, for many years has been considered uninhabitable. There is plenty of 
good land waiting to be cleared ; the crops will certainly repay a hundred fold the 
first outlay, and the settlers are generally pretty well convinced that they must farm 
as well as fish, although the former must always be their main occupation. 
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Lighthouses. 


I shall not revert here to the necessity of placing a lighthouse on the northern 
side of the Island. Should your Department decide upon doing so, I would recom- 
mend that it be placed on Cape Observation, for reasons already stated in a special 
report made on the location of lights along the north shore. There is a large coast- 
ing trade on the Labrador coast, and nothing at all to guide the vessels during dark 
nights on their run through what I may call the Anticosti Straits. 


Provision Depots. 


I am compelled once more to respectfully call the attention of your Department 
t the fact that the Government provision depots are not sufficiently protected ; and 
that I deem it necessary to increase the staff already employed ; but I really believe 
that some additional power or instructions should be given the officer in charge of 
the Fisheries protection vessel, whereby he could prosecute and punish on the spot 
any person having unlawfully taken flour or other provisions from the depots. 


Wrecks. 


Several wrecks occurred at Anticosti this season. On the 13th May, the ship 
“Giant’s Causeway,” 1,214 tons, was wrecked on Cormorant Point. On the 9th of 
September, the ship “ Chillianwallah,” 1,216 tons, was wrecked 25 miles east of South 
West Point. Both these vessels proved a total loss. On the 1st October, the steamer 
“ Standard,” 1,014 tons, with a cargo of iron rails, from an error of calculation and 
through a dense fog, grounded in Fox Bay ; but after discharging part of the cargo, 
worked off again into deep water. and proceeded to Quebec. These, together with 
some small craft, amongst which was the postal packet, attached to the North Shore 
Division and Anticosti, were wrecked during this summer ; but I am happy to say 
no lives were lost. 
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VALUE OF THE DIFFERENT FISHERIES OF THE ISLAND OF ANTICOSTI. 7 
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MAGDALEN ISLANDS. 


This group of Islands, situate as they are at the entrance of the Gulf, surrounded 
everywhere by waters, teeming with all kinds of valuable species of marine animals 
and enjoying one of the healthiest climates and richest soils of the whole Dominion. 
affords extraordinary advantages to fishermen resorting to its shores, 

The Magdalen Islands are placed in the most favourable latitude for carrying on 
fishing pursuits—the surrounding waters being equal in temperature, which 
undoubtedly has great influence on breeding fish, as it prevents them from abandoning 
entirely those shores at any period of the season. Should one kind of fish happen to 
fail in any one year, it is sure to be abundant the following season : so that industrious 
and active fishermen can always rely on comparative abundance. 


Seal Fishery. 


Thirteen vessels belonging to Magdalen Islands went seal hunting this spring, 
and returned with only 1,849 pelts. This is very little, and far below an average 
catch. Several causes are attributed to the yearly falling off of this once-flourishing 
industry. ‘The parent seals finding a most unmerciful war waged on them, even at 
the time when they bring forth their young, gradually seek more northerly regions, 
seldom visited by man; and at no very distant period, unless some protection be 
afforded them, this species will be as scarce in the waters of the Gulf as other species 
of the family. Another cause of the deoline is ascribed to the frightening away of 
seals by steamers sent from St. John, Newfoundland. This animal being gifted with 
a keen sight and active hearing, sees the smoke and hears the noise of a steamer 
crushing through the ice at very remote distances, and becomes yearly more and 
more shy. As an instance, I will state that last summer we came to a recess on the 
coast, and noticed several seals basking in the sun. So long as they did not see us, 
they played about and came quite close to the shore, some even climbing upon the 
rocks. One of the crew, however, having lighted a fire to keep the flies away, the 
seals saw the smoke and vanished for the remainder of the day. The least noise or 
disturbance is sufficient to frighten these animals. 

If the schooners which went out seal-hunting were unsuccessful, fishermen who 
remained ashore were more fortunate ; several herds being driven ashore on floating 
ice this spring, of which 14,598 were killed, the inhabitants being able to drive right 
out on the ice and haul their catch to the mainland. About 200 seals were also 
caught with nets. j 

This success helped the Magdalen Islanders to procure salt, &¢., for cod and 
mackerel fishing; and I am sure that, had it not been for this, merchants would have 
felt a certain degree of hesitation in advancing provisions. The yield of last year, as 
well as that of 1873, was far from being remunerative. | am happy to state that no 
accidents betel the sealing fleet this spring; last year we had to record the loss of 
one vessel. Such a misfortune is often followed with serious consequences, as it 
prevents the master and crew from proceeding to Labrador for cod-fishing, or to 
Quebec in the fall for their provisions. This year’s statistics show a total catch of 
16,447 seals and 63,024 gallons of oil; the yield in 1873 was 5,590 seals, and 19,685 
gallons of oil ; in 1874, 4,555 seals and 21,915 gallons of oil. ‘This shows an increase 
ior 1875, over last year, of 12,892 seals and 41,109 gallons of oil, 

The following is the list of vessels which went sealing, with their respective 


cargoes :— 
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Mackerel Pishery. 


The spring mackerel fishery was far from being asuccess. for some reason or 
other the fish kept away from the shore, and only a small catch was made. The catch 
of 1874 cannot be fairly compared with that of 1875, as you will perceive, on reverting 
to my annual report for that year, that, owing to a strong gale which took place just 
at the height of the fishing season, several vessels were considerably damaged, and 
were thus prevented from fishing any longer. The storm, too, may have driven the 
mackerel out of the bays at an earlier date than usual. The same reason cannot be 
adduced for the failure of this spring’s mackerel fishery ; for although the weather 
kept rough, the principal cause of the scarcity of fish was the late opening of the 
season. Finding the approaches to their favorite grounds blocked with ice, the fish 
went elsewhere to spawn. 

Statistics show the spring catch to have been 1,233 barrels. This, of course, is 
taken from vessels entered and cleared at the Custom House. The quantity taken for 
private consumption may increase these figures by fifty barrels. 

The following is a list of the vessels, with cargoes :— 
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Fail fishing was good, when compared with other localities, but only for small 
boats fishing near land or in the Bay. 

American schooners, and those from the Maritime Provinces fared badly, the fish 
keeping too c’ose inshore. The returns show a catch of 5,215 barrels, but this I 
believe to be under rated, as it is very difficult, not to say impossible, to get correct 
figures from the fishing schooners, they generally keeping outside and having no 
communication with the mainland except when in want of water or fuel. Constant 
rough weather prevented in a great measure vessels from making anything of a catch. 
IT have known them to be compelled to shift their anchoring grounds as often as three 
or four times in a day on account of changes inthe wind. It being impossible to 
carry on mackerel fishing from schooners except under favourable circumstances, the 
prevalence of rough weather compelled their owners to change anchorage very often 
and occasioned much delay. 

The total catch in 1875 shows 6,448 barrels, against 6,560 in 1874. This is a 
decrease of 112 barrels this season. 
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Cod Fishery. 


Cod fishing which promised in the spring to give abundant results, was also 
injured by unfavourable weather. : 

Up to August, the fishermen of the Islands succeeded better than in any previous 
year, but a prevalence of wet and foggy weather after that time prevented them from 
thoroughly drying their catch, or even what they previously had in store, and large 
quantities were spoiled and had to be thrownaway. This is certainly to be regretted, 
it being on this fishing that these people depend in a great measure to pay old 
accounts and procure winter supplies and spring advances. Vessels belonging to the 
Islands which went to the north shore in the expectation of securing large cargoes 
did not fare well, the fish having emigrated elsewhere. 

Fishing in boats around the Islands was good, when we take into account, as 
already stated, the very unfavourable weather which prevailed after the month of 
August. The boats averaged about 38 to 40 quintals each. % 

The total catch for 1875 was 13,035 quintals, against 13,840 last year, or a decrease 
of 805 quintals. But, as above stated, large quantities of fish were spoiled and had 
to be thrown away, being thus lost to the trade. 


Wrecks and Disasters. 


These Islands were during the past season the scene of some most distressing 
wrecks. Onthe 15th of August the “Cherokee” from London to Montreal, struck on 
Kast Cape; fortunately no lives were lost, but only part of the cargo was saved.'This vessel 
was valued at about $20,000. On the 16th of September, the steamer “Tigress,” coal 
laden, sprung a leak when some 40 miles from the Islands, and had to run ashore on 
Entry Island to save the passengers and crew. She was eventually sold for the benefit 
of underwriters. On the 28th of September the brigantine “ Pierre Nolasque, coal 
laden from GlassBay to Quebec, went ashore on Grindstone Island and broke up ; the 
whole crew being lost. On the 8th of November, a large lumber laden ship, the “ Cal- 
cutta,” from Quebec, on her outward trip was also wrecked on Grindstone Island. She 
proved to bea total wreck ; twenty-three persons out of twenty-seven losing their lives. 
Again, later in the season we had to deplore the loss of many schooners belonging 
to the Islands on their fall trip homeward, provision laden. This succession of mis- 
fortunes would have placed the Magdalen Islanders in a most critical position, in fact 
several would have been brought to the verge of starvation had not the Provincial 
Government of Québec voted a sum of money to purchase provisions for the people, 
and the fact of the Dominion Government kindly placing the steamer “ Newfield” at 
their disposal to carry them from Halifax to the Islands, 

It would be a good plan to have two or three small houses built at the Magdalen 
Islands; say along the northern side; with indication posts at certain distances 
pointing out the way to vessels in distress. These houses might contain a stove and 
a small supply of fuel, ete., so as to enable shipwrecked people to protect themselves 
from the fury of the weather when cast ashore inthe fall, and enable them to recover 
their strength before proceeding to the inhabited portion of the Islands. 

Had it not been for this very unfortunate closing of the fishing season the people 
would have experienced the effects of a prosperous fishing and the prodnce of a 
plentiful harvest. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
VALUE OF THE DIFFERENT FISHERIES OF THE MAGDALEN ISLANDS DIVISION. 

$ cts $ cts 

DUBIN TIOURIETENY 555 ec Ssvcascuryceasseqsetnesenncy eee Senses 11,751 quintals "at ssc. 5 00 58,755 00 
Autumn ONE Die csstcheacscsnvese gu owsscse tec tnceete tite 1 2849 Od #31) eede scare 5 00 6,420 00 
Herring fishery.........0. sseses sosste toancrasaneteeneetstiers 29,951 barrels ——rsesraseres 5 00 - 149,755 00 
MIA COTO as tushuc esaciter cies rerescosnes Wecay Sea salidecpecsserke Gy/A48 GON cR\Seececcue 10 00 64,489 00 
SD) eee SOIL ae Dia ASSP ae AR AR ONL ah aa [Wide teaen | Wale. 6 00 98,682 00 
eyted Or ORE OLS Oe be IR UO, Lah OE 8527 gallons ssc 0 50 | 4263 50 
AUC PAL coca Be need shee uvcisccle Rete s vist solietet sottaerehissemmeta 3,024 Gos  Deetbeees: 0 50 | 31,512 00 
YADAV CH) hk scwh soo aene tes sesosecs vaavoedotynabusesel suneeens DISS GO Ya. J) Reenter 0 80 780 00 
| pee dS! teal sl ier 

Total value of the product of the fisheries for 1875 ............. Teesisenecegnaugeceeteanebetnens 414,747 50 
do do coy eh A EA ines Ni RB ihr) 237,560 00 

MDCTEASC 12 asa.s FneabstacOupatrsoabeuas tore eoeccers aiskanaeatenskarnoes | 177,187 50 


ETURN of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels with Men and Boats 
engaged in the Seal Fishery at the Magdalen Islands, during the 
season of 1875. 


: Name of Vessel. Master. Tons. | Men. | Boats. |g No. of 
| Seals taken. 
: | | | 
ANMIC. eee ececeeeeee sereeeseree cette eveesenns enna Canvetaegcageten mn souie’ fo) 41 10 4 180 
Stella Maris......c0+cesessveeseeeeeesereeres | ATSIMCAU sssss sseeeeseee reeeenaes 47 12 4 | 45 
DERE sxk penvevwonkssorencens sesess Ae riest ed TECICMIAT Osabndsycvssas soeveand avvnps | 4l 12 4 | 61 
‘President .......+0+ : TULDide. voce oe + ameceeereeens 30 10 4 | 380 
Delaney ...... . wiekosguna rises _|Vignault : ae 43 12 4 | 110 
MPIASD ......00 srosevee seorsceee secvneoes juve OTMLIOL PR eae ates 47 10 4 380 
Fenny Lind ... sessccsssee: cecsee -eereseee | OHO veric.. veressere cererees Sates LL /BOn. | 10 4 140 
Archangel....sccersreers evovesscee seee(SOMPDO sevveene voveeee ee 40 | 10 4 | 40 
WA. Painchard.....ss0-csccessccsrssee voees|ATSIMCAU....0006 “ie eo ee * 36 12 4 45 
BUECLC. 05.50 0esscseee overs CD sostiat: SPRAGUE avis s\ivocadacnsdecthaveces 62 | 12 4 | 30 
Cy Ae daavereess « <tes ALSINCAU ..eeesreevers theherbasese 34 10 4 35 
Dora May. vsereccssres cosecesses seereeess [BOWLER +e rereee Gian eee 42 | 10 4 15 
Hsperance........s.seseecsseer cece seeesgee, | LUAPIOLTC veseee essere coronene amet 51 10 4 270 
\ 1 
Total 13| Vessels.. ..+.ssssees ie ene Po 543 140 | 52 | 1,731 


108 


RETURN of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels, with the Boats, Men an 1 ; 
Seines, engaged in the Spring Herring Fishery at te Magdalen | 
Islands, during the season of 1875. q 


Name of Vessel. 


ee 


Master. 


| 


| From Whence. 


Ton3. 


Men. 


Boats. | 


| 

8. S. Ere eA ALE Lass cocce ee ‘United MIGATOR:. citeeenss ! 278 19 ar Hie 
D. Webster.. Hrd Hid eae SORE Sia CO eitevagrecrerres 60 6 Ls Vasissinivseest 
DOSED LING Wi ssaaescecceon . ‘Shanley Desai rons VO tale fy boueades 55 6 2 1 
A. B. Higgins... oe (ELM OIG Wy cibtensye TO act ate ame 42 4 2 Vikienassauee Ms 
Frances Bllen......... COMNSINS Ve cedeenres do of 98 | 5 | BOR ses 
NGO VEL Se cesreusigeseseesa Mallock Ti neacsssn CO ea Witeueos carey 78 7 o 1 | 
Charles A. Rope...... Thompson’......... Osean dessesceeee - 64 8 Soyieaaee MY ae 
Ida Havant pick ‘Williams........... cadres oveeceaate 106 6 ON ie | 
Red, Beaebit. lioeyeede) PROVO dase omee, at Oi ayntaass cookenes 70 6 3 | seseerereee 
Roh. King 40 Ah ss: Bunker sssssesccses. Gosia ences Tie He: 1 | 
Island Belle... 7.5..,. Stimpson. ..0is.05 CLOlNin vercces cutee 58 6 By il oseSevieraiee } 
TAZ A0 LSC ee. cette es ELON Caterers aan ese CLO ons dhescineac oot 92 9 2 1 
WISER A Le cconstbae serene Chrisson Poet MALO ATCE passes s\coneeey. 14 4 1 1 
PIVOUTO NC 1.05 Fs esinsn ty MGHBGr. Kc cssccot shoes Ne UB ag RASLATNL on delorie dee 10 3 1 aesaeelateuats 
PIOLDUIBG Wargeetayseaetens Chiasson .......... : |Margaree Leda Steels tne 14 4 1) iene nnmene 
Laodamia........ pete McDonald ....... ehh sy thus PESLMUU.-verseses j 96 4 2 aga 
SUV Scheer tessaseceutnone Cham pion sive... LOT | NER hcesccsse 27 3 To lesutesmaades 440 
ANCL caver ovi cs cree tatoos sella. ue cmeees cs the _ a taansats 42 5 2 | deasscnutens 660 
Dovew sein IMeKay ns | a ei 25 3 Das 450 
Princess Augusta.....|Coider.....ccsseceee Caries ‘Bello sudemeicesene 38 4 1 | i 500 
PATCHED, aatecsatv art os rto’ Dockerty +... ssc | West {slés, Ni BA ives. | 29 4 PARR cee 500 
TR ATAG BN as neepeoceoaee Martin. circsrsc cosets CARGO ler ssctetresesteetees | 60 9 Del taseecee ae? 800 
PP COIA So vcstec aoaee hivens Parcel leecsvewirs -|Port ena sete aes 37 5 De cas neet seuees 500 
UPR 6 by Cees Seat Keating ... Pe Pa Cs Manne A et gn | 50 6 2 | 1 800 
PS OUPIOLS deden actecneonest McDonald ........[P. E. weer iideoen and bile Obi 6 Pe Pen tah goat 800 
D SUNLESS o..saseastccs sa OMNES sadhee: vcenes St. Andrews ...0.s.s000! 75 6 a) Vl 1,000: 
Plebe ee a cpoane cavers ee Mawthorne.. ... os By lstandcrscce: .! 10 3 1 DA 120 
N. Noyes Holmes .ciiesvsssens St. ANGreWS....0+..0+0 : 60 6 ON se esaveeare 1,000 
Babine eon Cho eeu | God hee ae 50 4 7h ne. | 1,000 
UN PNOOM ws ceMasts des eess Bouchard. sis... ‘Magdalen Island.. seis 51 5 3 A’ 500 
CHUTLET Siete ecedesswvane esa COTMiCrs assciaee | do irae 27 4 Dil ckwmeeaates | 230 
Marie Louise........... do Seesaecens GO Hii, sreren 21 4 Dilleeeuienenslae 150 
EISPerance wessessscseses Chiasson coed aoe CO SC Wis vamos 51 5 OF Neaterqasiors 500 
Mary E. Banks ........ GarGner.......000 Yarmouth, ‘N-8...:..53. 50 | 5 Di vascevennee | 900 
Delaney ... penseies VN EMEA Ge. seatecees Magdalen Island...... 43 5 2 1 400 
Cora May... Aicsweeduee tests | ATSINGAN .......0008 re Vege ites Sin Esse 42 5 LN eacoms temo 100 
RFTECHOCK ip iscsenraees CORPVeant sess tsess | Oo ay aorecens 39 | 5 | 2 I vatene ata | 300 

Total, 37 Vessels! ........ Eur ecg | ee SAN Nic Me Se 2,125 | 211 | 15] op eee ee 
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RETURN of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels, with the Boats, Men and 
Nets, employed in the Spring Mackerel Fishery at the Magdalen 
Islands, during the season of 1875. 


+ 
ee 


; Name of Vessel. Master. From Whence. Tons. | Men. |Boats.| Nets. Fish taken 


Pete Lake 


—_——— 


| 
a —|—_——_—_|_— 


) 

t | | 
Lavina and Elizabeth| Hawes ...........+. Spry Bay. .c.scccorsees 23 | 10 | 5 100 140 
Greyhound ..... ....0- LeBoutillier....... CED as Saab ad vcnoneabs 23 62. 13 60 68 
| eres Hurley «2.005 .cs0000. SUE Are ere | 33 11 | 5 100 130 
Annie Bella. .......+++. (Li@Sli€ ......c08 seeee 1G “isteuncavascekens 41 | 11 5 | 109 160 
BPDAIANICE .....0000 seeverees SBCKBON (ie nsesneshe> Og ene aeae arenes 24 9 4 | 75 100 
Mary Ellen ...:.......++ Reeves Port Mulgrave......... 22 7 | 2 56 60 
TATCOLA, ......00000sseevees IPurcell........reees Den male “aenlbaves 37 8 2 45 65 
BEANC O1iS...0..00000 .0000s Keating ......ccore Bye OR ee veroen 50 11 3 70 80 
P. Martin ...... seccreeee Murphy.....eecesses Ship Harbor.........++ 20 10 4 50 80 
John Thomas........... Gaeton........seceee QT) Gesbeagsncaess 36 12 5 | 100 170 
‘Two Brothers.........+ RO88....sceceesnrcvees GO —sevrseveceee 34 4 2 | 40 60 
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| ae | | To where exported for 
. market. 
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| te We ab | 3 ae Dominion. 
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RETURN OF FisHine Stations, kinds of Vessels, number of Men, 


GHNERAL RECA 


Fishing Flat ; pf eS A oh ORT, | 
Vesesls. Boats. Boats. Ps | Zz | | we 
| fo) 
NAME OF | a = Salmon Nets. |Cod Seines e | 
PLACE. 3 | 2 ie 
ao ian 
HiuMnenISINoR LESS, |e {Caen 
oi | pele Soa ate | roe 
wu od GH n s ae 
Wake hea e g ce cer pasha Baris cP e=Oil eceten |< 
io) S @ Sl veal is S Sof BiekeSe Pio Uk Cot Gl Te | WOR eel rest) ee 
ZN Ne DN) & : > Zz > | 2 Z| & PH > |Z) mS | = va 
a | | | | | | | | | — | | 
$ | Ls | | ls 1 ge 
Cty. Gaspé| 32) 4900 79470} 190/1292] 93952; 973: 9624 2696/1078 157\22928| 6746| 1| 200 AQ Dei ams . 
Bonavent...| 39} 4064/125000, 225| 303) 16582) 295, 2950 647) 239) 554/27223,12484)...|.....6|...006| 0 | siege 
Labrador ...| 42] 1463 50300; 123| 533] 31777| 441) 5781 1157 562] 301;39299| 9960 16\3060/38 ay 22.3706 
Magdalen [.| 19| 797} 28800! Are ee ee Sue au eee | ee 2} 509 
Anticosti l.} 2 35 al 118 5781) 133, 1052° 245): 74/' 18) 922] 175)... fectese|aneene | 1| 200 
oho CaO ey Be te US Une yo as ams BSu 1 ie 
Total...1134/1124-. 284170 5502618 1584122007, '20397, OOP : 2533] 103090372 29365 17 Bese 4406 
| 


| | Ee BEE 


| 


SFPD 


| 
Summer] Fall 


A 2 3 Fishing. | Fishing. 
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kinds of Nets used, kinds of Fish and Fish Oils, &c., &¢.—Continued. 
PITULATION. 3 
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2 
by 
Gr eau bake a ae ao | iiig tha hire iye wal hea of Sadan 
: Bins ih, Si tbe ie Bo) V8 A. eal Rae als Eee 
aio = Benin lve fos. Se oo ie ~ a |o| a | 6| 24 x aK 
> lal | > tel Pe | | ele late |e ia e ala le sala 
es | eee || seals |) eee Fe aed en ee a |) ees | Sega | enn) apes | eee et lias. —————— Pte Tak _— 
| i | 
$ Bn she | 2 sii. $j |s 
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ig SE SDS ae eS Oe et SN 
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Telegraphic Communications. 


It may, perhaps, not be out of place here to mention how advisable, and in fact 
how necessary, it would be, to have a telegraph cable connecting Magdalen Islands 
with Prince Edward Island, the distance from the light-house on the South Point of 
Amherst Island to the light-house on the East Cape of Prince Edward Island being 
only 90 miles. The establishment of immediate means of communication in cases of 
wrecks or casualties, would certainly be a great boon to every one, and the commer- 
cial community in general. 

Postal Communications. 


With regard to the postal communications as now carried on, | may say that, 
- although a vast improvement on the old system, still it fails to meet the business 
requirements of the place. Asit is now, the steamer “ Albert” plies between Pictou 
and Amherst only three times a month, the round trip occupying very little more 
than five days. I think that some additional subsidy would induce her owner to run 
a weekly mail. Complaints are also made that her last trip in the fall takes plaee on 
or about the 8th of November, when it might be fixed at a later date. Numerously 
signed petitions relative to this matter have been sent in to the Postmaster General. 


Land Tenure. 


The Quebec Government sent a party of surveyors to the Islands this spring for 
the purpose of making the cadastre. They have nearly completed their work. From 
what I can learn, it seems there are no reliable official documents or plans of these 
Islands in the Crown Lands Department, and it is to be hoped that when the present 
survey and reports arescompleted, the Provincial Government will be in a position to 
acttle the long and vexed question of purchase from the proprietor, Admiral Coffin. 
The present system of tenure is very injurious, and delays materially the progress of 
the place. | 

Lobster and Mackerel Canning. 


A new industry hassprung up this year in the canning of lobsters. Messrs 
Jones & Co. have put up an extensive establishment at House Harbor, and three 
others will be built next year in other localities where lobsters are abundant. These 
firms also intend putting up mackerel in tins. The buildings not being in full oper- 
ation this year, only about 29,000 lbs of lobsters and mackerel were put up, but from 
what I have heard I am led to believe that a large business will be done next year. 
Some families which migrated to the North Shore, within the last two years, have 
returned, finding, I suppose, they can do better here than on the Labrador coast. 

It is with pleagure I am able to state that no complaints were brought before me 
this season, peace and order having prevailed all.over the Islands. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant. 
N. LAVOTE. 
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APPENDIX No. 4. 
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SPECIAL REPORT ON THE DECLINE OF SALMON “FISHERY IN THE 
DIVISION OF GASPE. 


Lister, 15th January, 1876. 
Srr,—Although I have alluded to this matter in my general report of operations 
for the past season, I deem it my special duty to bring under your immediate notice 
the alarming state of decrease into which, of late years, has the salmon fishery of the 
Division of Gaspé fallen. The following figures will better illustrate the state of 
things. 
In 1870 the catch"of salmon was 541 barrels, 


“ 1871 ‘“ ‘< 460 (6 
“ 1872 G6 uc 343 a 
“ 1873 ¢¢ « 294 ‘“ 
“1874 to «< S11 « 
& 1875 ° «< ‘< 2357 « 


Last year’s success is somewhat better than that of 1874; but this is entirely 
due to the unprecedented success of outside stands, such as those of Sandy Beach 
and Cape aux Os. , 

I consider that a speedy and efficient remedy should be applied in order to_pre- 
vent, if possible, a total extinction of this valuable branch of industry. Your 
Department annually spends large sums of money to assist in restocking the Gaspé 
rivers; the protection of these streams and the enforcement of the Fishery Laws 
thereon require a large staff of officials; the new Fish Breeding Establishment at 
Gaspé Basin will every year turn out thousands of young fry to the ultimate benefit 
and advantage of net fishermen ; and I cannot see why some check should not be 
placed upon the greediness and well-known apathy of these people, in order to make 
them assist in some direct or indirect manner to the attainment of a new state of 
things. 

The following plans naturally suggests themselves to one’s mind :-- 

1. To abolish at once a certain number of stands, selecting parties who hold 
more than one station ; 

2 On no account whatever to issue new | 
fishery shall warrant our doing 80 ; 

* Should a station become vacant, either by the licensee’s demise or his remov- 
ing from the locality, this station should at once be alwlished and the license not 
renewed to another party, in order to gradually thin the number of exisiting stands ; 

4, Every possible exertion should be made to associate together the owners of 
several stands under a joint license, instead of having three or more, as at present. 
This plan, according to my notions, would be the fairest way to meet the question. 
It would at once reduce the quantity of netting without depriving. the men of the 
privilege of fishing. This arrangement would save fishermen a great deal of expense 
in having each to provide nets and fish at a separate station, whilst the cost would be 
divided among three or four, and as a result, the stand would be fished cheaper and 


in a more profitable manner. ‘ 


;censes until the improved state of that 
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Should this last measure which, I repeat it, I consider the fairest way to meet 
the difficulty, meet vour approval, I could take the necessary steps to carry it out 
during the next season. Fishermen might be shown that a stand thus fished would 
cost them about one-third less than fishing three, and could be had for one-third the 
price. Probably the catch of one might not be, at first, quite equal to that of three 
stations; but the removal of so many impediments to the run of fish would improve 
the supply, whilst the cost of setting would be comparatively reduced. 

A glance at the sketch herewith attached, and on which are shown all the sal- 
mon fisyery stations in Gaspé, with the names of occupants, will enable you to imme- 
diately understand the necessity of the measure which I recommed to your special 
consideration. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant; 
No DAY OLE: 
Hon Ac TJ. Smith; 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 
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—: 


VALUE of the different Fisheries from Point Levis to Cape Chatte. 


$ * $ cts: 

MU OUSESTOP i usar estcase rings s occa dscns aaculse tives od paptiae Nees 2,500 quintals at ........ 5 00 12,500 00 

BICEMIO Pele y A.W. tee Matas ons Hv oreaears peaesetelecteere ee | GSli barrels 2 Cates. 5 00 31,555 00 

ROMA BHM EOS IVER FOC) i ccee Wuvseeieetaeeesn sess doses sadcers iQ, 200 LOSOR i hi Lerdskareng 0 05 | 3,545 00 
Sturgeon fishery........ ..... Pisubs eclahe ceed besttane sete caer sens 263 DALPEIS Aa a sieas 8 00 | 2,104 00 | 
Bar and Whitefish ...sssesccessees anor an Coens nelson casa: | A V29 OZER Pin latenes . 2 00 | 4,258 00 | 
Peer cay, ak Tul ations Goadawe Che eich 85,822 plecess | cee seen 0 10 8,582 20 | 

SS EES ane eT THRE GER oak MDE. Poe a 930 barrels... sass 5 00 | 4,650 00 

PIONS ee cicawalin ssi tenner yen rates dee Moteee Petts roctns “ete (E20 S50 PIECES) 5 Aiveeaces cas 0 10 | 12,555 00 

RSIOAL TSN: s,s. beeaes Wstwekae ni tediensos tocreanneones var csiees | LG6 barrels rH he tect 0 25 41 50 
ST CAC eT OR eR on GLU GE UR BOT dost ha eee 8 00 | 1,200 00 i 
Pisa eeu AS MaMMre, Years erieacdosun oes eaesneok ASST idiots Mi iakass me. 0 25 | 1,139 25 | 

Total value of the products of the Fisheries in IBTB.vns sere] 88 189 95 

do do ESTAS coir seapeccen 129,633 25 

IDC CRCASE cercuarsnesaenreh ceveastecetieescineeras nest ae 47,503 30. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

VALUE OF THE DIFFERENT FISHERIES FROM QUEBEC TO BERSIMIS. 
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RS ACLITIGR 1 cscekadace tues Saebaanme wetdate nes doviesiedunce ptsuawess LOT DAYEOIS ) At eocsnes teen 5 00 | 535 00 
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RECAPITULATION. 


VALUE of the different Fisheries in the Districts above Quebec. 


Kinds of Fish. 


Quantities. 
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010| 8,547 70 
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0 50 | 10,200 00 
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2 00 | 1,700 00 

6,250 00 
10 | 1,100 00. 
10 00 2,000 00 
5 00 | 117,035 00 
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GENERAL Recapitulation of the yield of the Fisheries on the North and 
South Shores of the River and Gulf St. Lawrence, from Quebec to 
Blane Sablon, and from Point Lévis to Baie des Cnaleurs, and in the 
Districts above Quebec, during the year 1875. 
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Autumn do ek 0, 0k. “db | 145,120 00; 500} 22,779 do 113,895 00 
Herrings, pickled ..... ee Daehn 43,405 brls. 217,025 00-} 500} 650,059 brls. 250,295 00 
} Semi! WIEIU. siccoi sels icades 1,889 boxes 472 25 IVT AD 5) ata Mohd coacedh obi Ae ita ae 
ECORI VERCOT soca cinco o5200 20 bris. 100 00 GOD t kasenvieash sivickaned veuhepeaeaseueneeiane 
SNIREIED sue totins Piaret hove vets easy - 7,278 do 72,780 00 | 10.00 6,493 brls. 64,930 00 
Haddock ........ SpeUndeene reeeyecee eras: | 241 qntls. 1,205 00 5 00 126 qntls. 630 00 
BUT oosese season ssresseee sossecess sesessers 43 do 215 00 5 00 33 do } 165 00 
TEI ds Said ossas! snsennivasd sooeesnenion 302 bris. 1,872 00 6 00 201 bris. 1,206 00 
BPRIMNON, DICKIE ......04 -s1s00.sreecee 1 a Bed. Sa 21,008 00 | 16 00 1,392 do 22,272 00 
do PRMEED BECO sis sviees sovcnscks 531,992 lbs. 26,599 60 0 05 | 299,873 lbs. 14,993 65 
ene 280,402 cans 70,100 50 0 2 105,206 cans. 26,301 50 
MC PLOW bs ciddascnrpasine sacser vines 430 brls. 10,750 00 25 00 250 brls. ; 6,250 00 
MEMMONIGN, tFOUt .......-2...+0+0000 7,500 pes. 1,875 00 0 25 9,050 pes. 2,262 50 
Tuladi RTE sie ip nicttirsnkhsgeict atenewsan] po een tecrasy oni ess 8 00 150 bris. 1,200 00 
BEPOUG, PMTCT 00005 v0000 Pi Meianeatisds 134 brls. 1,072 00 8 00 259 do 2,072 00 
MEO” BPOCKIE 4... .ossvesersereecese 10,000 lbs. 1,000 00 | 0104 11,000 Ibs. | 1,100 00 
ES ee ee 559 bris. | 4,472 00 | 8 00 279 brls. 2,232 00 
emer and Whitefish,.........0..ssssce0 11,360 doz. | 22,720 00 2 00 3,735 doz. 7,470 00 
EE Sa dank cgeith ised: tiayn cs inouss 66,873 pes. 6,687 30 0 10 | 134,992 pes. 13,499 20 
SERBS oe SS a nen 902 brs. 4,510 00 5 00 1,037 brls. 5,185 00 
i csnh cs as snvece 374,187 pes. 37,418 70] 010 | 266,619¢pcs. 26,661 90 
EE cas casi wnsiey fears bunnasdineges penees 60 bris. 600 00 10 00 200 bris. 2,000 00 
ETE T soja ons voeser taivet badeievinssséss 186 do 1,860 00 10 00 304 do | 3,040 00 
SEE rare che carsaded cas iv essseisen 20,000 bash 10,000 00 0 50 20,400 bush. 10,200 00 
SS a nee Ben Pere rann HP sey Fy Putra 0 25 2,563 bris. 640 75 
MEBEINONG'6,....0 spe secrescnssce sevens 500 pes. 1,000 00 2 00 850 pes. 1,700 00 
en seh RR GSD. Go 75,834 00 | 600] 24,369 do 146,214 00 
Ne Sa cc shd ces sdrs snag casex frosts sean seaseps Bo Pak Cal eee i ie 16 00 104 do {| 1,696 00 
Lobsters, preserved ..........05.s00e 254,908 cans. 63,727 00 0 25 | 86,964 cans. 21,741 00 
RE ona 20,353 brls. | 101,765 00} 5 00] 23,407 bris. 117,035 00 
Fish used as Manure .........66..e00 14,569 do 3,642 25 | 0 25 23,881 do 5,970 25 
Cod Tongues and Sounds........... 209 do 1,463 00 | 7 00 398 do 2,786 00 
a erick waded acess cas+vs hastens sha ansveaeehbd= | shat dane caskuqhspesy 8 00 | 624 do 4,992 00 
eae Bens cn ceotnasnes dynes 97,709 galls. 48,854 50 0 50 } 113,469 galls, 56,734 50 
ise. serce dovtetecasstceal 04,096 dO | 27,047 50 | 0 50 | *98,709 do 49,354 50 
ne oc ieueletdays 16,620 do 13,296 00} 080 | “22,781 do | 18,224 80 
Porpoise SUMEAE Gbdnainsgdsls Banaddibvsses 17 do 13 60 | 0 80 2,667 do 2,133 60 
1 1,608,660 20 | 1,594,259 15 
4 
ir. A. J. SMITH, 
« M Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 


_ Department or MARINE AND FISHERIES, 
Fisheries Branch, Ottawa, 1875. 
: (Certified) W. F. WHITCHER. 


Commissioner of Fisheries. 
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SYNOPSES OF FISHERY OVERSEERS’ AND GUARDIANS’ REPORTS IN THE. 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC FOR THE YEAR 1875. 


SOUTH SHORR DIVISION, FROM POINT LEVIS TO CAPE CHATTE. | 


CLOVIS CARON, 
HERMENEGILDE MARTIN, Overseers. 
L. EK. Gronpin, 


The following comparative Table exhibits the yield of the fisheries in this division. 


\ 


| 
| 
cod 
— 1868. 1869. 1870. 1871. | 1872. 1873. | 1874. 1875. 


CATR TS ee ee es 


1 
| | 
Baits 
f 
— ne EE ee | EE EE EE ES | ST HTT CT Tl nn | eS CS 
| | 
| t : : 
Salmon (pieces)......{ 4,545 5,758 9,574 | 4,432 | 3,374 | 4,726} 3,342 | 4,171 
SHadaey a0. tik... 32,242 26,987 | 16,249 ' 25,035 | 18,410 | 18,094 20,583 | 85,822 
Herrings (brls).......| 30,117 13,135 6,671 || 2,169)|.. 7,174 1 19,545 | 12,903 | | “6,381 
Sturgeon do ..... 350 369 219 | 242 130; 298 523 263 
Sardines (tinnets)...| . 11,702 SRE - 6,688 | 1,443 |. 1,658 868 900 930 
Cod (quintals)........ ! 3,100 4,600 4,900.) 2.200 gia 9 B00 asic sc 3,200 2,500 
Eels (pieces).........+. | 160,242 99,500 | 109,125 |109,204 | 73,352 | 96,734 | 151,442 | 125,550 
POrpoises 4..... ......0+ 12 fit 208 | 115 Gola eeeclca, Suber ate [S ceecaeees 


R48,251 | $54,087 Bea $110,509 | $82,918 


iy 


Total Value... ..| $195,770 | $125,992 | $108,830 


This division comprises three districts—first, from Point Levis to River Ouelle, 
under the supervision of Overseer C. Caron; second, from River Ouelle to Rimouski, 
under the supervision of Overseer H. Martin; and third, from Rimouski to Matane, 
under the supervision of Overseer L. E. Grondin. 

The success of fisheries in each of the above-named districts having been different, 
the report of each overseer is given separately. 

Overseer Caron reports that’early last spring he visited the brush fisheries set at 
St. Roch and St. Anne, and noticed that fishermen were setting them in compliance 
with instructions from the Department, and according to law. 

Disputes between neighbours, which used to be so common, have greatly dimi- 

-nished; only a couple of difficulties occurred during the season, which were amicably 
settled. This improvement is duc to the system of granting licenses, and to greater ~ 
care in the description of respective limits. Fishing was generally as productive as — 
jast year, except salmon, bar and sturgeon. i 


Shad Fishery. ° a, 


ff 
This fishery was very abundant, 17,253 being taken this year, against 10,050 in | 
1874. 


Sturgeon Fishery. — 
Only 237 barrels were caught, against 523 last year, 
Ee! Fishery. 


Had it not been for the heavy snow storm which occurred on the 17th Septem- 
ber, it is very likely that the catch of eels would have been far superior to any of 
the previous years; however, this fishery shows a slight increase over that of 1874. 

} One of the causes of decline in the yield of fisheries in this division may be 

attributed to sawdust and mill rubbish, which hinders fish from approaching the 

_ shores. Some parties also complain that their nets are obstructed with edgings and 

* chips. Others attribute the disappearance of fish to depredations committed by seals 

_ and porpoises, or to the noise and disturbances created by steamers and other vessels 
navigating the St. Lawrence. It is a well-known fact that the decrease of bar is 
due to a practice which so long prevailed of taking them with seines of too small 
amesh, thereby destroying an immense quantity of young fish. A close season 
might be of advantage to remedy the evil. Fishing, in the lakes and rivers where 
there are no mills, was good. Ail those who frequented these places agree in saying 
that the speckled trout is increasing in our lakes. 

. Overseer Martin reports that fishing was very good in his division this year, 
especially shad fishing. Sardines were also numerous but small,*and fisheimen pre- 
ferred to let them escape. The law was generally well observed. 

Overseer Grondin reports that, taking all together, this season was not satisfactory 
for fishermen. Salmon seem to be disappearing; so is codfish. Herrings and 
sardines appear, however, to be returning to the waters of this division, and the 
poor, to whom they are one of the principal articles of food, rejoice in seeing these 
fish as abundant as formerly. 

The following is the salmon angling score in the Rimouski River for the past 
ten years :— : 


» 5,55: 22 aa es aarmmcmmepmsemeseseeess 


PROD awed esse Beats a5: eho ing rs ener ewe gi. i a ey . 8 salmon. 
LEGO te Ee ict tt FEE ADA SD SEN et 8 SOE VE Ore S} .vdo 

’ So hei a heap aes fy eae UE ROL ran Uo SMI in| 36 do 
LS. ee Soph bee: f heeateuAeies Mieier de si score he csule wen 48 do 
EOS disasiec.. SEES FPP en ae SOUR: 2O CN ewe! ee ee rr, aa 
Iya sean eethcccs sh erties cd Nee CIES cleaner Cre Te OG 
py 0 Eee AVERETT Vesa t AU Cer cas UL whe ohms 68 do 
EON CAE TERIA Toe Wat a oS Le I ti 47 do 
ROU PaE NE i. eee 43 do 
OPE ee gc meni st EEC, OUR BH Ve il ne eas yl 73 do 
1875 .. SPs od 

There were caught in Mecis River, as follows:— 

2 RE Ce Re Ae ea OE er Stk Paget, . 19 salmon, 
BR cath sinh ctl Gll ake adv Mizuno Needs We ofbon My. «pi Wotes met, 
iL cy py ed Ga MAG enti Vi aweb ede tee ale Oli ction ees Went e etb2 do 
BOe Filly GROG Asdtid denis lewd} 2 hers Besot toe eT vole 
PR eds abit eng eth Aare aE «ct AE fe TE 145 do 

. Remerts insetwarshs detteel Did desl ucla voy, sel) bee 36 ©=6e do 

And in Matane River :-— 

tC Se vinras sibs phany tke Pah Anh th Galas eaves cued Cavan seas 49 salmon, 
oy) ke aes behets sisbeeta ms they oe eee a ee elakrd 62... ‘do 


So soon as the river was frozen, twenty salmon which had not yet returned to 
Bea, were counted by the Overseer, who also reports that mcst of the trout caught 
coniuined eggs already quite large. 


| 5— 94 
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TEMISCOUATA DIVISION. 


GEORGE GAGNON, Guardian. 


This Division comprises the inland waters of the County of Temiscouata, the 
rincipal of which being the lake of that name. The kinds of fish caught in it are 
whitefish and Tuladi (trout). This last-mentioned fish is worth from $5 to $6 per 
barrel, and is generally sent to New Brunswick or used for home consumption. 
Owing to want of means, no net fishing is carried on in this division; fascine fisheries 
only being used. Were nets used instead of fascines, the yield would be far more 
important. 


CAPE CHATTE DIVISION. 
JosepH J. Lfirourneau, Overseer. 


STATEMENT showing the yield of fisheries in this division. 


| | 

1871. 1872. 1873. | 1874. 1875 
ieee ates MLE 
Cod Tah <i osscuecescseseninescivsoms eal 7,635 8,666 6,354 5,625 4,160 | 3,860 
Halibut ........00 HON tees = barrels... 12 7 0p Os i ee 3 2 
ALINGM 5, serensons scersesvensenrcens CLO tet 25 » 20 | 8 26 | 234 12 
PLOUL... cc cee. vesveseveresee cvsivesant do 8 3 10 9 | 33 24 
Herring. .:...cesee coovceee voveeenes do | 25 34 re 27 45 2 
Fish used aS MaNure. ...... do 7 300 1,300 260 1,500 3,000 
CodPOUs eicwraseen> eo gallons.. 3,965 5,280 2,353 1,078 1,604 1,995 
Seal Oil........scccssccesseeee secee do : 146 | 122 787 A4Ds | cccrcccecorecssfaccresseiieseses 


Cod-fishing shows a decrease this year, the same as in 1874; the reason being 
that the fish did not keep near shore as usual. This failure, after all, did not prove 
to be a disadvantage, as the parties failing in the fishery had to attend solely to their 
farms, which yielded them abundant crops. They are above want for next winter, 


whilst those who were engaged only in fishing are most destitute, and will have to 


rely on common charity for a living during the winter. 


Ste, Anne des Monts River seems to be quite as well stocked as ever ; but the. 
catch was smaller on account of one of the best stations being let to Mr. Hogan, the— 
angling lessee, who did not fish it. Fly fishing was not so good as usual, owing to 


the water being too low and the weather too hot. The fish appeared to be as numer- | 
ous as ever in the river. ; 


The number of salmon caught with the fly in this river since 1871 is as follows:— 


No. of Average 
Year. Salmo.. weight. 
VOT ycsee teens ddecel aticdetan Hl ed ie Sead ela eee ee | 
LSTA cake cass ee begin doaate Comer 13) ies. cat Vo ee 
LSTR ccccce ce sasancticu:e ous L BIT) bedeg ceeapaeendeak engi ee 
hye piece tein Are eh Sri). 140 194 
DTN coven teh cata Or tas maken wenipeies OO aoe ate imal <okos he cei eae ae ad 


Bae 
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The above table shows a steady increase, with the exception of this year; and 
had it not been for shallowness of water and great heat, the local Overseer is confi- 
dent that the yield would have been greater than last year. 

Trout were abundant; more than twelve barrels being caught. Fishermen 
lost the best part of the season on account of their nets being old and out of order. 

Cape Chatte River seems to have been frequented by a larger number of salmon 
than formerly; some of these being noticed at a distance of twenty-five miles up 
stream. : 

The parties mentioned in last year’s report as having been caught spearing 
salmon, were brought before the officer in command of the fisheries’ protection 
steamer and severely punished. Poaching was also carried on this year in Cape 
Chatte River. The Overseer fcund out traces of spearing in the woods about five 
miles up stream, but could not discover the guilty parties until the fall, when they 
were imprisoned on another accusation for stealing. 


GASPE, MALBAIE AND PABOS DIVISIONS. 
Puitie Visert, JR., Overseer. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield of fisheries in this division. 


eee 1873 1874 1875 
| 
Cod fishery—quintals......... cesses coeseeees serneneraceeees 53,041 46,623 61,691 
Herring fishery—barrels .......sssssecceeeee cereeeens coreeeee: 2,529 1,527 552 
Mackerel do cn ckbe de ihtisd ea’ sbtnsarevraventans 563 vt ee repre 
Salmon (pickled) dO cccsssseeeeceseeressenseeesee s cernees 361 99 49 
do (fresh, in ice) 1D8.. ....6.sccesseee ceeeee Deetee li dacakh caveat | 118,304 76,717 
Whale oil—galls.......ccccccccecseseesesrsnee verse covees veneer] o#eese re tev 16,300 20,306 
Cod oil—galls.........ssceersseseecnsnnerssenennecsene cesses secees 36, 960 29,398 44,034 
URL CAL GO svivese csstbe ovsasvconans sanven, sven) senstvieges- speci LE692 jbo) weatekernoes oy fc) aerate neeaee 
4 


The different fisheries carried on in this division being treated at length in 
Dr. Lavoie’s report, it is not deemed necessary to repeat the Overseer’s remarks here. 
Mr. Vibert speaks as follows of the streams of his division :— 


Dartmouth Rives. 
Messrs. Guild and Barnes angled this year from 17th June to 8th July, and killed 
39 fish, weighing 565 lbs. The river kept too high for angling during ten days. 
These gentlemen seemed, however, well pleased with their sport. Thirty salmon and 
a large quantity of trout were also taken by other anglers. The local guardian 
estimates at 200 the number of salmon at the falls in August. ‘ 


Sr, Joun RIVER. 


This river seems to be well stocked. A good number of salmon are reported at 


the upper pools. | 
YorK RIveEr. 


Angling here was indifferent, compared with last season. 
MALBAY RIveEr. 


This stream rose very much after the 10th September, so that it was impossible 
to ascertain the number of fish that had gone up to the breeding pools. 


GRAND RIvEr. 


Dr. Clerk and party angled this stream and were well pleased with their sport, 
having landed 144 fish of an average weight of 134 Ibs.; the largest fish weighing 
28 lbs. The lessee states that, he never saw the river so well stocked with young 
salmon. 

Paxsos River. 


This river was not angled during the present season. Both the north and west 
branches were well guarded. The local guardian reports 40 fish on the north and 
several in the pools on the west. The stream being too rapid in October prevented 
him from judging the exact number. Fine gravel beds are to be found on this river. 


Lirrte Papos. 


This is a small stream. The local guardien reports about half a dozen fish at 
the falls in October. He experienced some trouble last spring in preventing the use 
of flambeaux by the inhabitants, under pretext of eel-spearing ; but the people begin 
to understand they must abandon this practice. 

Maupay River. 


The use of flambeaux will also have to be stopped here. 


GRAND PABOS. 


The overseer suggests the necessity of placing a second guardian on the west 
branch for two months during the fall. 


PORT DANIEL DIVISION. 
JOHN PHELAN, Overseer. 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield of the fisheries in this division. 


; 


§ 


| 
\ 
au 1868. 1869. 1870. 1871. 1872. | 1873. | 1874. 1875. 

| | 
Ood fish ........ 8,145 6,967 6,175 8,970 7,590 6,175 | 4,465 | 5,245 
Salmon ........ 57 ves) 120 108 110 148 Livre) 88 
erring 4).) 515 370 695 1,231 | 830 280 710 | 1,020 

' ' 


Salmon fishing in this division was a partial failure. Thi, however, is not to be — 
attributed to a decrease in the number of fish, as the falling off was particularly felt 
in the inshore fisheries, whilst outside fishermen did as well, and some eveu better, 
than in previous years. Salmon were apparently as plentiful as usual, but kept out- 
side during the fishing season, owing to capelin remaining on the shores of this 
division long after the fishining season was over. At Paspebiac, capelin were 
caught on the 3rd July; and at Port Daniel they were found in stomachs of salmon 
caught outside as late as the 18th July. | 

Cod-fishing was good at Port Daniel, but failed at other places, especially during 
the fall. The fish were abundant, but the water kept rough and windy, and _ bait 
Was scarce. 

Spring herrings were very abundant at Chigouac and Port Daniel, about the 
latter end of May; but as the inhabitants were unprovided with barrels and salt to 
cure them, they had to be used as manure. At Port Daniei, summer herring appeared 
in September. The catch was so great that barrels of excellent fish had to be thrown 
overboard, and several nets sank to the bottom full of fish and were lost. This run 
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continued only for two or three days; the fish were very superior in size and quality. 
Summer herrings did not strike at other places, and that fishery was a failure even 
at Nouvelle and Chigouac where these fish seldom fail. 

Mackerel completely deserted the shores of this division during the present 
season. 
Lobster fishing was carried on at Port Daniel by Mr. A. Vye with but poor suc- 
cess. He canned only 9,120 lbs., whilst he had prepared for more than double that 
quantity. ‘ 


CASCAPEDIA AND MARIA DIVISIONS. 


R. W. H. Drmock, Overseer. 


; ComPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield of the fisheries in this division. 


| | | 
— | 1872. 1873. | 1874. 1875. 
| 
Si: ele cane ats adn Sain RAE a | 
OUTS SE eee Ey ete Ritie Basa quintals! 5,580 5,375 | 6,740 | 4,486 
FICrring....ccscsssesereee eosenensccenescecene saeeseees barrels.. 8,990 2,250 2,080 l 1,800 
MO a igeuvgs seiiatsse. Vensscnvehensrirrnde do .. 104 | 27 | 20 | 15 
Gass srycuvanavessy vauanen cannes v'vetaay oatees ieee 133 | 83 122 | 76 
RTE, cocdecks, Gos chumy bhi doninn Saunas Veshos cows tones Tbe eases | 96,800 ! 116,955 95,824 24,386 
PARMA Gy is tin asin vot 0408s 0v 44s psepre vergesans ve=sasna barrels.. 3 5 15 17 
PRIN UEE Rs sdusscessee soveynbes anavcdsea vo shen ysas@encvens Vestine taal accatvn Pastis eal Kesaipans Genre 4,176 5,844 


eee ee a Tee 


This division now extends from Paspebiac to Maguasha Point, a distance of 
sixty miles of sea coast. ' Within these limits there are three large rivers—the Grand 
and Little Cascapedias and the Bonaventure, and thirty-five fishing stations to oversee. 
Taking altogether, last season was a failure in regard to fishing. Herring did not 
strike in large quantities, except at Bonaventure, where 1,350 barrels were taken for 
market use, and about 400 for home consumption. 

Mackerel were very scarce, a few were taken for bait in cod-fishing. No 
American vessels were seen above Paspebiac. 

Trout were as plentiful as usual along the sea shore ; 17 barrels being taken by 
fishermen and farmers. The rivers, and particularly the Little Cascapedia, were also 
well stocked with these fish. 

Salmon did not strike as early as usual, and there is a great deficiency in the 
catch compared with that of last year.. The cause of this failure is difficult to ascer- 
tain; the deficiency being a general thing all over the coast. Grand Cascapedia 
River is well stocked, particularly in the upper pools. Anglers who fished this 
stream last season came a little late, and the height of the water injured their sport; 
but altogether they were satisfied 

The clearing of a wood jam, which prevented the ascent of fish in Little Casca- 
pedia River, and the removal of three fishery stations off the mouth, will undoubtedly 
soon make it a favorite resort for anglers. The lessee declared himself satisfied with 
the prospects, but was unable to remain. He intends, however, returning early 
next season. 
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Bonaventure River was well stocked with breeding fish, but the rise of water 
interferred with the sport of the anglers as the Salmon would not take the fly. The 
following is the score of angling during the past_five years :— 


Grand Cascapedia River. Little Cascapedia River.| Bonaventure River. 
: | BC Needy 
| 1871 | 1872 | 1873 | 1874 | 1875 ey 1873 sae 1871 Sains 
a 
| head Route | | 
No. of Salmon........ 4 | 136 | 68 one 269 | S \3 Tf 31 4160.) 207. 2 oaaits | 26 
| on | “be 
Weight in Ibs.........1 1,012 | 3 100 1,434 |9,902 (6,862 | 2, § he 57 |120 1770 i487 |366 (n 290: 
~ » 
Av’ ge wght. in lbs.. 2 | BOM DIR) eA BAL on BTR ne be | 17Z'178,| 22 | 18 | 16 163} 15 tips 
| ' | 


The following prosecutions were brought against parties for fishing illegally :— 


SS a SS SY SSS aS SSE 


| 
Name of Defendant. ot Costs. | Nature of Offence. 
ee Oe eR 
$ cts. | $ cts | 
Donn (Gidcom yc... y...dsscnes 1 50 | 1 50 (Fishing for trout during close-season. 
Wins LeButlipt chs... Behr hg | 1 00 do do 
Noel Martinw .e 00 ee, | 110053 1 00 do do 
Telesphore LeBuffle... ...... | 100° 1 1 00 | do do 
Peter Powell..ssessessessssoes 1 00 130003 do do 
James Clare...scccececesessee | 1 00 1 00 | do do 
Richard LeBuffle .........0. | 1 00 1 00 | do do 
Joseph Cornice......... secs0s 1 00 1 00 | do do 
ERS EOWA ewes aster oct | 1 50 0 75 do do 
George Brown. ...o.etises. | 2 00 | 1 50 do do 


MATAPEDIA AND RESTIGOUCHE DIVISIONS. 


JoHN Mowat, Overseer. 


Although the spring of 1875 was cold and late, fishermen had nets set as early 
as the 8th June, in the tidal portion of the river. Fish began to arrive from sea 
about the 14th and continued in abundance until the 28th, when they disappeared 
and did not again return for the season. ‘The rise of the water in J uly injured the 
upper tidal fishery; this being the period when fishermen make their best fishing. 

The catch is about one-fifth below that of last year, and owing to the depressed 
state of the market which induced many to quit fishing sooner than they otherwise 
would have done, the decrease in this divisionds not to be wondered at. ‘The princi- 
pal cause of the scarcity of fish this season is owing to the fact that in the fall of 
1872 heavy freshets occurred .just at the spawing time, and the fish deposited their 
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eggs close in-shore and on the high bars. The water falling before the ice had formed 
left the nests dry, and the eggs were consequently destroyed. Had the above men- 
tioned year been a favourable one, there would have been quite a number of fish 
weighing from 12 to 14 lbs., from that year. This cause will, it is hoped never 
happen again, there being an annual stock of fry sufficient for the river independent 
of the natural supply. This Overseer also remarks that nearly every tenth fish taken 
showed marks of having been torn or bitten at sea. Some had a piece completely bitten 
out between the tail and vent, as if they had been seized from underneath ; others had 
marks as of three claws or nails immediately behind the shoulder; the mark running 
back to the tail stripping the scales off, and in some cases cutting through the skin. 


Net-fishing by Indians and Settlers. ‘ 


As very few salmon ascend the river before the 20th of June, and as net-fishing 
for settlers is limited to the 10th July, few fish are taken by them, especially when 
high water or late timber drives occur during that period. The catch was poor this 
season ; the fish appearing to keep the middle of the stream more than usual, while 
the water was clear and not high. Only three stations exceeded three barrels each. 
Less illegal fishing was attempted than usual; only four nets having been seized for 
violation of the fishery laws. é 

The Indians give but very little trouble. They are allowed to use hook and line 
for trout, and are generally followed by the guardians when they go up the river 
gathering berries and bark. Only one violation occurred this year. Their nets gave 
but poor returns. Two of the tribe acted as fishermen; but they did not understand 
fishing. The catch was divided among the tribe. 


Angling. 


Taken as a whole, and considering the scarcity of salmon in nearly all the 
northern rivers, angling was successful. As a general rule anglers are too late; as 
what is commonly called the “ big run” of fish always comes in the last two weeks 
in June, and in the first week in July. During that period one hundred rods could find 
good fishing on the rivers of this division. Towards the middle or latter end of July 
the fish begin to gather in the pools, when good fishing is commonly done should the 
state of water be favourable. 

August is an uncertain month ; fish, unless just from sea, will not rise to the fly, 
and are difficult to catch. 

The best fishing this season was done by Mr. Higgingson, at Indian House pool, 
about the 14th July—23 fish being caught in less than two days, averaging 17 lbs. 
The score of angling is as follows :— 


Salmon. Average weight. 


In Metapedia River.........cscseceeeeeeneeeeeee eee ene es 73 19% Ibs. 

Upsalquitch do. .....+.++ ra Ve ouaatarhes kutumeaaae cles 97 154“ 

Restigouche, Middle Division............:.ssseeeeeees 221 cf ai 
do Upper — 0 cacaccnseeseceevenrenees S4 a4 
do Lower TL: > iapatkhan cneveapetes owtec 96 1h: Sa 
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QUEBEC AND MONTMORENCY DIVISIONS. 


D. Rosa, 
L. H. Huot, 


The following is a comparative statement of the fisheries in the Montmcrency 
division :— } 


; Guardians. 


1 
— 1870. 1871. 1872. | 1873. | 1874. 1875. 
lu pla GAP alae WEE aus slo 
| | | | 
NGS GE eNO shod ss va chelaens hie 96 | 91 R2 150 114 60. 
Nee aia hele avoneutys ats 1,057 1,100 | 1,550 1,600 2,250 1,850 
HOE) sists sus saaslenasetnns ey 19,059 14,728 | 51,932 | 9,202 11,856 5,317 
MOUMBSCUL ECON da sceisssenanseay selies 1,314 1,882 | 1,901 doz 83 bris. 325 12 
do doz. Bar and Whitefish ...! 1,902 2,126 | 2,074 447 712 294 
do pris. small Fish «t.....0... | 271 759 | 412 66 92 40 
| 


These statistics show a considerable decrease in the yield of the fisheries in this 
division. The catch of bar, whitefish and sturgeon is two-thirds, and that of eels 
one-half less than last year. This bad success is attributed by the Overseer to 
unfavourable weather. 


MURRAY BAY DIVISION. 


J. E. DemEuLEs, Overseer. 


Salmon were not so abundant as last year in the rivers of this division. This is 
alue to the low state of the water which prevented the fish from going up the rivers 
last year. Capelin, smelt, and other kinds of small fish were abundant during the 
whole season on the shores of this division. It is probably owing to such abundance 
of small fish that the unusual large catch of porpoises was made this year. 
At Isle aux Condres 102 porpoises were killed, yielding over 2,000 gallons of oil, and 
giving the fishermen aclear profit of over $1,500. Three parties, Theophile Tremblay, 
Ferdinand Bergeron and Gaspard Simard were prosecuted and fined, the former for 
violation of the “ Weekly Clause-time,” and the latter for netting trout in Grand 
Lake Nairne. 


———— 


LAKE ST. JOHN DIVISION. 
Jos BILODEAU, Guardian. 


Comparative statement of the yield of the fisheries in this division :— 


1874. Siar. 
IN OUOLIW DN DORIS is iis ares dean oho ec ads te iar aco? 7,500 9,050 
dy ty AOm001 WW Ditetishy cc cto se eet atecgae tenes 1,162 440 


® 


Protection is giving good results in this division, and prospects of fishermen are 
very good. The people also understand that compliance with the law is to their 
interest, and submit to the regulations with a good will. 


| 
| 
} 
! 
; 


os 


/. 
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SAGUENAY DIVISION. 


FERDINAND SAILLANT, Overseer. 


JosEpH Boriy, Guardian. 
Yield of the salmon net fishing for the last six years :— 


oy aan bade eee ene “Ea, egies ge = EU ERTS Ban. 

Peeaetl ....1... bs Ein Dah oe ny Sree ae pier ein a ABs, 0.0 
ee re Len WE eae slop eas mba otwel is 
1: are ees Reto CRT Meer’ aetey Cherie a Looe. (a0 
a ae a. ORLA R PE sdR en CHER ee sen. apeom AO 
Uf EE ee a eR HAIERO AALS: Ya, 981 do 


, Salmon fishing was very poor in this division owing 10 two reasons: Ist, the fish 
kept outside; 2nd, very few salmon descended the rivers last fall and winter; the fish 
coming down with the ice were partially destroyed, or were probably too late to 
return during the same year. A large number of foul salmon were caught in nets. 


River Bersimis. 


Mr. Saillant refers to his report of last year on that river, and adds that he 
believes the ruin of this river to be complete. Only 25 or 30 salmon were killed last 


. Beason. 


Portneuf River. 


rr A guardian is required for the upper part of this stream, the person stationed at 
the mouth being unable to guard the whole, and there being enough of salmon to 
warrant the engagement of a new man. 


Islets Penchés to Tadousac. 

Fishing very poor. 

St. Margaret River. 

The number of salmon in this river was smaller than usual, but still sufficient to 
secure a good supply for reproduction. Five or six thousand salmon fry which were 
distributed in this river last spring will also help in keeping it to its previous 
prosperity. No violation of the fishery laws were reported. 


Little Saguenay. 


Salmon ascendel this stream in sufficient numbers for reproduction. The river 
is well protected. 
Anse St. Jean River. 


About 20,000 salmon fry were distributed in this river last spring. 


Kternity River 
About 30 salmon ascended this river to spawn, which is considered a very fair 
number. x - 
Descente des Femmes River. 
About 12 salmon ascended the river to spawn. 
River a Mars. 

This river, which is considered a good stream either for fly fishing orasa breeding 
river, was visited by a smaller number of salmon during the fall than usual. The 
fish, nevertheless, ascended in sufficient numbers to ensure a good reproduction. 
The principal obstacle to the ascent of fish in this river is Abel Trem blay’s mill dam ; 
but owing to ameliorations in the fish-way the fish were hardly stopped in their 
progress. 


q ' 
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Ee | 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
\ 

River St. Marguerite, N.W. Branch...... cece sees 112 | 125 Beas | 17 
do do N.E. GOW cr ihe eieslnunaen’s 53 50 150 55 
OG HPN ALEMRS Sitar ese ei cebpe apsncns hasenewesesosa pences xaceies 3 28 15 28 
do Anse St. Jean .rscccccsceree vevecseee crserseee cveencoes 13 39 71 31 
do Petit Saguenay ..cccccerecereere secceeeeseenesensees 11 Not angled 83 39 


The following prosecutions were brought against persons for fishing illegaliy :— 


\ 
{ 


Fines | 


Names of Defendants. imposed. Costs. Nature and Place of Offence. 
ES ES TS SK Se ——e \ ——— Oooo 38 — r= es 
$ «cts. $ cts 
Joseph AMES ...ccsseccseece ceesecene consenenescentes 4 00 250 |Killing salmon fry in R. 4 Mars. 
Jacques Girard.....csee-corseecece-sereee seeeeneenaee 1 00 1 20 |Killing salmon with spear in fish- 
| way, River a Mars. 
Homére Girard ..........scceeceseessse seceecese conver | 1 00 1 20 |Same offence. 
Hvrague Tremblay.....ccccseeeveses soeesseee sonees 20 00 6 25 Cae sawdust and mill rubbish ° 
in Anse St.Jean River. 
BerdinandsPinalt.s..s0+ps0tchon pevevonecoar ae: 20 00 | 6.259 |p) do 
PACTS, COLO vrvckomacc ests cse thedeo ae nane cose rsaeoess 1 00 1 20 do 
Hippolite Gagne...cccccec sessccceveseeececere senses 1 00 1 20 do 
Agapit Houle ...c0.s.csccoeecoeesceee coneceeeesereeees 1 00 1 20 do 
William Tremblay......... Spuellah scents eepesneseas 1 00 1 20 do 
Peter Boivin .,.......cccce escoccsccsscees socneeessees 1 00 1 20 do 
Hercule Bergeron.......cccos sessseeas serseceee veeee: 1,00. | 1 20 do 
UR e IN ee aN cae ieee enc arieasteataees sstananse | 100 | 1 20 do 
Fidelin Gagne......... cccscscossscone soneeerse sonnee 1 00 120-9 do 
Elie Tremblay ..........se00csecssecrssceeee covveeese 1 00 1 20 do 
BZGan COG ccd deasdiavensedeepensnssgcdtes deentnes 1 00 1 20 do 
Francois Gagné ......s.cceereees die etasebisbaltan cae 1 00 1 20 do 
Evrague Tremblay .... ..secccoessocsesercoeesecees 50 00 7 10 do 
Ferdinand Pinault......... .cccsccescssessee sovnsenee 50 00 ToL ea do 
Joseph Larouche 1........scccce sosesceeesooeee seven ~ 20 00 BiTO | do 
| 


GODBOUT DIVISION. 


Grorce L. Duauay, Overseer. 


Mistassini River was visited three times by this Overseer. Salmon is abundant, 
the average weight being from 15 to 18 pounds. One Laurent Thibault was caught 
barring the stream with a net; his fish and nets were confiscated and he was besides 
fined $20. 

There are but few salmon in Betscie River, and plenty of fine trout. This river, 


with good guardians, will soon become well stocked with salmon. At a distance of 


about 24 miles from the St. Lawrence there occurs a fall, at the foot of which the river 
forms a fine pool with sandy bottom, very convenient for a breeding ground. From 
the reports of old settlers, it is ascertained that Betscie and Mistassini Rivers formerly 
abounded in salmon, but destruction was practised on such a large scale, and people 
were so used to it, that notwithstanding all notices and warnings, violations of the 
fishing laws are still carried on. The place is difficult to watch. | 

The River Baie des Anglais is a small stream, which salmon nevertheless ascend. 
A few were seen in the pools. 

Godbout River was as abundantly stocked with salmon as ever. The lessee 
killed 210 with the fly in the short space of 15 days. 
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The following is the number of salmon caught with the fly in that stream for the 
past six years :— 


Ta A ST onc U ih eivci che oatetah edb as abbree ebb bes ats . 390 
ya 0 eee Beer eee Dec Boy dyuaveiia sues.tes 509 
LS 7S Bec BP ts dete Mes LHS ieee GT 275 
eG hos goss orb eae? phen rp Phi 130 

SOLE Ri vcser seas ddenatwbesccanp aot Neakenrandame rset 273 
sip ee eer rere Serre cnr) bar 210 


MOISIE DIVISION. 


G. Maruurin, Guardian. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield of the fisheries in this division :— 


—— EEE sn an ae 
| 


lit ie ee ce a _——— _ 
ee 


—— 1869. 1870. 1871. 1872. 1873. | 1874. 1875. 

Codfish.. .....++ .. Quintals. 1,830 5,131 5,151 4,030 2,250 3,783 2,414 
q Salmon, pickled...... Brls. 822 1,104 704 855 146 12 29 
: doe fresh, in ice..LDS.|....+++sreree f Sane er Prteen Aa Catal 204,000 60,200 | 102,400 
} Cod Oil... sae Galle. 1,563 ; 2,720 1,985 3,580 1,940 | - 1,700 | 1,500 
; Salmon net fishing also suffered in this division on account of the inclemency of 
4 the weather. Cod-fishing was not so good as last year, owing to the fish remaining 
: outside. No mackerel were caught. Anglers on Moisie River killed 97 salmon, 

weighing from 20 to 25 Ibs. each, The following is the number of salmon caught 
’ with the fly in that stream for the past three years :-— 
:, 
. MR sea ss yc snes nore « Sea eeesennans = ss ven he* fs vevectianas 281 salmon. 
; LE ile vs La iis <hr ee CoP OE eid dt REP gee 256 do 

1 SPREE psittaci itaieaas crt ic nC Osea 

MINGAN DIVISION. 


DonaLp B. McGre, Overseer. 


ries in this division. 


CompARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield of fishe 


ES ENS Shake Quintals.| 22,785 | 50,337 | 40,361 | 30,009 16,790 2 
Nhs 5 Ve vNb iaedih veoh Cchdavey Barrels.| 3,057 3,431 4,600 | 4,579 | 5,710 6,240 
Salmon, pickled........eeeeeceeees do 727 426 364 217 16 196 
Jo fresh, in ice seceesese+> __ L1DS-+ 0000» sssscnnne|sanses ssensnane cle tinted | 59,489 | 55,876 3,910 
Ni ce ccs, cvaxsasacaeesenessP LOCEG. | sovsvoone ssese- 1 5,000 4,242 3.987 | 5,520 | 5,002 
NR asi ae Gallons.| 22,006 | 24,252 7,128 9247 | 13,995! 21,341 
1 eee AG luca abaasee | 34,702 | 28,390 12,570 | 22,710 | 21,878 


i % 
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NATASHQUAN DIVISION. 
GILBERT Bouuet, Guardian. 


CoMPARATIVE SraTemENT of the y/eld of fisheries in this division. 


ft baa 1871. 1872: 1873. 1874. 
SAAR TANI oe 2 nay OBE NN Ria fab 2 BES oe 
| | 
MOMS rere eae gis: ecu se hamsdiec wes vives eur OO GUNAlS: 4,766 5,794 3,657 3,615 
BICONE ee ea coset tte ioet evsien sense APPOIS. 114 654 483 420 
Salmon pickled....... .... NUS aim do 298 | 605 150 404 
MOnp feseryed i oie VS Liban som) hive ek | 113,727 | 50,000 
PO Grea ls we. isin oy Ae a NR YT ae nn te 1,085 al -213 
COdrOU as Rledictan rer cokeeutnen onecmen Gallons. 2,118 1,674 1,781 | 2,494 
seal Oil 1.2.4. sigamaebatid Wa tow AE 4, do 18,030 3,891 2,380 | 2,947 


| | | | | 
Thc UpaRRRRCaueseMceaucecer an re ne ne Me AO) 


Salmon fishing was good in the upper part of this division, but poor in the lower 
part; on the whole the catch is somewhat above that of last year. Cod were very 
scarce along shore although fishermen report them as plenty outside in the deep water. 
The catch does not average half that of last year. Herring did not strike at 
Natashquan; but schooners which went to the French coast of Newfoundland did 
well. Two parties, Francois Belanger and Charles Rochet, were prosecuted for fishing 


i) 


illegally on the spawning beds of Natashquan River, and tined by Commander Lavoie; . 
the former $10, and the latter $5. Their salmon, amounting to four barrels, and their 


boat, were confiscated. 


PENTECOST AND SEVEN ISLANDS DIVISIONS. 


BF. O. Bevancer, Guardian. 


CoMPARATIVE Statement of the yield of fisheries in this division. 


{ 
CCT SUMEG CIOL i Meaney Bn SNE ae Quintals 960 1,865 2,150 1,939 | 
LES oad ae cI er ee aR EPS Pee et) Bhorele ae. aoe he TSOP Res coon e ren aas 96 
ESC ORGD tinsel iorndp take tcc bs gout My eel A do 64 | 200 a4 10 
PaO DICK LOU! nt! ihn sas ur ere) do 44 | 80 26 31 
EPO hs Lad leet eds ADL AL Det OAR IER Gallons 430 1,346 88) 545 
A UE ANE OTs cae sciabs .tas ei vantors CORRS EEA SVG a peed bese nla DONO Siltases: soeseeree 


Fee eee eeeeee 


Seal hunting on the ice opposite Pointe des Monts: was successful. Ninety-six 
seals were killed, yielding 570 gallons of oil. Salmon fishing was poor; so were cod 
and herring fishing. No mackerel were caught. No foreign vessels were seen fishing 
in this‘division. The poor result of the fishery was not due to scarcity of fish; as 
they were as plentiful as usual. The Overseer thinks that these people do not. 
understand how to tish. They have no mackerel seines, and ave not provided with 


proper nets to catch bait for codfish, such as capelin and launce seines, 


™ 
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WATSHEESHOO DIVISION. 


P. GENDREAU, Overseer. 


ComMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield of fisheries in this division. 


Laplace 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
RnR lore PE eee Coa. 

e | 
i iy sane s mbertiteesd cn artoioee mb ULTLUBIB, | soreness Sia ccniee | 380 | 560 110 
RAAT IGE s.scetkiset¥s cheviccesescssnces cesses sorsses teers Barrels. 29 52 33 | 25 
REE by Ve ides aitervant eakves et cvs ait itera ean Sete anat nan tees 4 2 | 2 
PUR IBTT coh ncce sideed axcesdddd boss seces> Ppepee sc orn do | Neaenes peer ee © 809 | 967 519 
Herring. ......cee see Berea purge axesovaten va edones meat | ' : y 1 329 


The decrease in seal fishing is attributed to stormy weather which prevented 
schooners from moving in the ice. Salmon fishing about equalled that of last year; 
the fishermen’s nets, however, were not in good order, which accounts for the falling 
off. Herrings were caught at Batchewan in fair quantity. Grand Watsheeshoo 
River yielded 25 fish to anglers. The fishery laws were well complied with in this 
division during the whole season. 


PACACHOO DIVISION. 
J. Leagouvt, Guardian. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield of fisheries in this division. 


a 


— ned 


ET ee ncn cc usipakeas bv ovnabaaacese's ines 44 ¥ Quintals. 2,655 | 3,760 844 
PE cio eiedes cask bode snuney ae ions beceten st er Barrels. tt Cee ee TT EER Sree rie te : 
ei, auuycanennnd snsnnen snavdanes seuss do 180 955 206 
es ated snwvanwan snonbosogen pate se do 8 2 37 
Number of Seals .....0:.ssseescseee coerecace sorseeecs ceeers | 1,144 | 248 173 
MPR MAL occ cus sccvcnnasucodousnrdansurs anwserese Gallons. 1,574 2,954 | 590 
Beal Dil..........ecos sseos coveeecenees cnceeeerses do 9,526 1,745 1,238 
EM CYL. cnc euccsvees cvsesapucene sxsseeees i do AIM) o05 csp wccnvesve nests] soviee cousepeeentaeanane 
HErring, .....scesesesssecnereeeeenes sonee seneeees Barrels.| VR PRE MEET yer | pssehudarvenneweie seaey 2,301 


Fall seal tishing was a complete failure. This fishery has yearly been decreasing» 
and seals threaten to entirely abandon the shores of this division. Fishermen attribute 
this change to the large number of vessels employed in the spring fishery. On the 
coast of Labrador, fishermen have made up their minds to abandon this fishery ; the 
catch not covering the outlay. Salmon gave fair promises in the spring, but the rain 
which fell on the 19th Juty changed these prospects into a failure ; all the nets then 
set being carried away, and several being lost. Salmon do not appear to increase in 
the rivers of this division. Indtans destroy a great many on their breeding grounds 
whilst ascending the river to hunt. 
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Herring fishing was a success at Bay des Moutons; 1,400 barrels being caught 
with two seines belonging to Captains Babbit and Stile. The residents had the 
advantage of this abundance, thanks to the generosity of these gentlemen, and this 


was a great relief to them, as destitution would have prevailed had it not have been 


for that abundance of herring. | 
Printed notices relating to the size of mesh of cod seines were posted in this 
division, and during the fishing season this Overseer visited the several fishing vessels 


and found the law well complied with, and in a satisfactory manner to all parties 


interested. 
BONNE ESPERANCE DIVISION. . 
W. H. WaHitEty, Guardian. - 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT Of the yield of fisheries in this division. 


PA, 1873. | 1874. 


1875. 

| oe 
POO TISIAN, Staats) vey Seca tbue sue Oud odes Gopete etercucan oe Ean cate: Quintals.| 4,960 7,710 5,062 
SSAA OM caine Br nec soins lsonds snes oaieey seals ebenaged aereerviaece eaeoee Barrels. 172 136 | 118 

PLO TEED O20. gh eccubiuacecese Va deeaaoeeedes savaee ss tesuterweces ) 250" Licence llasedeusette steep eenadee ete ee eines 

RRO ON Ess tesllstuhs aeeeocuewrecens Reaeabers me taccbeea saat caw) Gallons. 6,170 5060. Shp 4,357 
ROOM ses ease eles sles \ennkolns sce tows vcncaaase  noe'gtt ves ge do 1,160 2,630 5,660 
| hee ea ye a bers | 1,500 


Full details of the fisheries of this division are given at Appendix No. 3. 


ANTICOSTI DIVISION. 


A. MauLoutn, ae 
EK. MARSHALL. : 


Full details on the yield of the fisheries in this division will be found in 
Appendix No. 3. 


MAGDALEN ISLAND DIVISION. 
Je J. Ox: Overseer. 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT Of the yield of fisheries in this division. 


os 1872 | 1873. 1874 1875 
—— in ees 
TESS NARS SE eae MLE a oc Quintals.. 20,032 17,048 | 13,840 13,035 
BIGEIAITE Coeisss foot rece cescaitemee sone crak Barrels.. 2,956 4,847 12,137 29,951 
RETOmerOL, A neers iad ay Oi vedi iin Go Aik 1,172 5,494 6,569 6,448 
PR TS Ginko sods smsodagamvncderinseptdess ge cbies Number. ; iis 5.590 4,555 16,447 
OUI. 550 -Yonsanseandithshini etch rt Gallons..j 9,306.,/ a 6,050 (Pele 8,527 
SOLA OH LO AR Rs Cre do 8,040 | 19,685 21,915 | 63,024 
a MAIOMIEL 0535, slbs hero tsedidendeyeed do DiAOL I iedadsbhetes-ocotpantincennvnres eine 975 


Seal hunting on the shore ice was by far the most successful experienced for 
several years past. The east and north-east winds, which prevailed during February 
and March, carried the whelping ice round the shores of the Islands; they were 


i i 


; 
‘ 
‘ 
: 
- 
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«covered with immense shoals of seals, and they came so near shore that in several 
instances the hunters took their horses and sleds upon the ice and loaded them with 
seals. The inhabitants captured, 14,513 young seals. Thirteen vessels fitted out for 
seal hunting in the Gulf, and returned without accident; but met with poor success, 
owing to the unfavourable position of the ice. Only 1,731 seals were killed. The 
sedentary seal fishery was also unsuccessful, the shores being blocked with heavy ice; 
203 seals only were caught, although 180 nets were set round the Islands. The total 
number of seals killed was 16,447 against 5,555 in 1874—an increase of 11,892. They 
also yielded 63,024 gallons of oil against 21,915 last season. 

Owing to the large quantity of floating ice in the Gulf this spring, the herring 
fleet arrived only on the 12th May, herring having struck in a few days before. One 
steamer and thirty-six schooners were engaged in this fishery, besides the boats 
belonging to the Islands. The quantity of fish caught amounted to 29,951 barrels, 
showing an increase of 17,814 barrels on last year’s catch. Herring did not spawn in 
the bays as usual. 

The spring mackerel net-fishery commenced on the 8th June, and closed on the 
30th. Twelve schooners from Nova;Scotia were engaged in this fishery, besides the 
boats of the residents. The result was not favourable, mackerel being scarce and not 
striking in as large numbers as usual. Mackerel as well as herring did not as usual 
spawn in the bays last spring; this may be due to the coldness of the water and the 
quantity of floating ice around the Islands. Summer boat fishing was very good, 
owing to the fish keeping close in shore and out of reach of schooners. This fishery 
did not begin as early as usual, few fish making their appearance before the 27th 
July ; but it continued until the middle of October. The yieid of mackerel was as 
follows :—Spring fishery, 1,733 brls.; summer fishery, 4,715 brls.—total, 6,448 brils., 
or 121 barrels less than last year. 

Summer cod-fishing was on a whole nearly equal to that of last year. The catch 
by schooners was a failure, fifteen having gone to Labrador, and returned with only 
1,822 cwt. of fish. The boat fishery, however, was good ; fish were abundant—and 
there being plenty of mackerel, no scarcity of bait felt. Fall cod-fishing was poor. 
The total yield was 13,035 quintals, against 13,840 last year. Codfish yielded a larger 
quantity of oil than last season—that is to say, 8,527 gallons against 7,395. 

The quantity and value of fish used for home consumption may be estimated as 
follows :— 


FLCrring’s. ...cseccsceesees 2,500 bris. Waltteisss sae devaesbes $2,500 00 
Mackerel s....). 6. css8. moe PR ASA aties ciaave 2,000 00 
MRI ines Assess eres | a fey ts aia ve 100 00 
Godtel vii. 8400 qntls: AB AeA gap vii exe 1,400 00 


$6,000 00 

The chief article of food of fishermen during the cod-fishing season is the heads, 
tongue and sound, with what halibut they may chance to catch. 

There was but one complaint of violation of the fishery laws during the present 
season. It was brought against an American crew for fishing near Entry Island, 
where they had set trawls or bultow lines within three miles of the Island. On being 
notified that this practice was against the law, they raised their trawls and took them 
further off shore. 


ST. FRANCIS DIVISION. 
W. C. Wituis, Overseer. 


The catch of salmon in this division did not amount to half that of last year, 
only 53 being killed. The fish were, however, seen in great numbers ascending the 
river. A large quantity of fry was noticed in Salmon River. The Local Guardian at 
Scottstown reports that no fish were taken in that neighbourhood during the whole of 

) 5d 10 
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ea lsh corer : 
last season. An efficient fishway was built by Mr. Scott in his mill-dam at this place. 


Lake fishing was tolerably good, but not carried on to any great extent. The catch 
is estimated as follows :— 


1874, 1875 
malmon——No.,.0f Mba ei vei... cccsesa tava 2 ae 2,400 TID 
oof brs. .Gf, Tinie eth ci) suey ce eeeieeine , bc 250 250 


Illegal fishing is sensibly decreasing, those holding licenses being interested in 
the protection of fish and preventing poachers from carrying on their nefarious practices. 


SPECIAL REPORT ON LAKE MEMPHREMAGOG DIVISION. 
W. H. Austin, Esq., Fishery Overseer. 


Having completed the duty on which you were pleased to detach me, in com- 
mand of a party of police and special constables, for the protection of the fisheries in 
Lake Memphremagog and vicinity, I have the honour to submit the following report 
of my proceedings :— be 

“ Upon reaching the Lake, early in the month of October, I found the mountains 
capped with snow, and many other indications of rapidly advancing winter. The 
steamers, also, that I had been led to believe in Montreal as still running, I found had 
been laid up several days, and consequently my journey was considerably lengthened, 
as I had to proceed via Stanstead. 

‘“ Having conferred with the parties to whom you directed me, it became appar- 
ent that the only plan to procure effectual protection was to place at least three guard 
boats on the Lake, dividing the twenty-four miles in British tervitor y into three 
portions, thus giving to each boat sixteen miles of coast line. 

“On all previous occasions ill-disposed persons had regularly kept a watch on 
the protective officers, and the moment their boat went down the Lake, or vice versa, 
they, with everything previously ready, lighted up their fires and killed many fish 
before being interrupted. It was therefore to be hoped that with the arrangements 
now proposed the possibility of infractions of the law would be much lessened, if not 
entirely prevented. 

“ The boats were severally manned with a Police Officer of the Government 
force from Quebec, and two men from the locality as special constables. They were 
instructed never to use force except in self-defence, to arrest and take possession of 
all boats illegally fishing, together with all implements used, and to identify all 
parties so detected, landing them at the nearest point; but with the further view of 
their being summoned to appear before me to answer the complaint made against 
them. They were also ordered to proceed on duty every evening two hours before 
sunset, to enable the settlers to observe that they were on their respective posts, 
and to remain upon the Lake until after daylight the morning following ; further, 
they were supplied with grapnels, and directed to drag for nets in every shoal fre- 
quented by the spawning “lunge” once every night, and frequantly oftener. The 
intelligence that your Department had taken these steps rapidly circulated. The 
local press further spread the information ; and although we heard of many threats 
of resistance among a certain class, the public spirit of the community spoke strongly 
in our favour. 

“Thus prepared we entered upon the close season; the first night passing off 
quietly. On the 16th, however, in the darkness, a boat filled with spearing wood 
and having a spear and jack on board actually ran along side the upper guard boat 
drawn up in concealment among the bushes, near the boundary line. The boat, old 
and worthless, contained a man and lad; all implements were confiscated, but no 
further proceedings taken. On the same night the lower guard boat took a gill net, 
set on the Island shoals—and on the 21st the same boat took another on the west 
shoals. On the 26th, the boat of William Hewson was seized, while trolling near 


:) : 
, 


147 


— 


— 
— 


Gibraltar Point, on which occasion he cut off his spoon and hooks and concealed or 
threw them overboard. On the morning of the 27th October, a boat with a man 
named Wm. Sheppard on board, was seized on a like charge. On the 2nd November, 
the crew of the centre guard boat: were arrested on a warrant issued by a Bolton 
magistrate under complaint of William Hewson, for theft of his boat. The case was 
hurried to a trial within two hours, and my application for a postponement met with 
no attention. Great feeling was manifested against the Government party, 
finally the case was deferred until the 5th, and in the meantime having 
received instructions, I placed myself in personal communication with the 
Crown Counsel at Sherbrooke, who attended the trial on the 5th, but the only 
witness examined was myself. My evidence settled the case, which was 
dismissed, saddling the complainant, as I afterwards heard, with forty dollars 
costs. The arrest of the boats’ crew, under Hewson’s complaint—although at the 
moment vexatious and annoying—was undoubtedly productive of beneficial results. 
On the 1st November, the fish having left the shoals, I paid off the crew, and a day 
or two after removed a man to Magog, making him take the oar ofa special constable 
whom I then discharged. On the 30th October, the crew of the lower guard boat, 
who had long been on the watch for a notorious poacher called Daniel Peters, when 
concealed on the borders of the lake, saw this man taking fish on the trout shoals. On 
being hailed, he attempted to escape, chase being given resulted in Peters reaching 
the opposite coast first and disappearing with his fish and tackle ; but the officers 
seized the boat, and upon my taking a summary of the evidence, 1 determined to 
bring him to trial—Acting under your instructions lunge were caught in seines, 
conveyed to shores in a boat filled with water, frequently renewed, and on arrival! 

laced in a tank, and drawn by a pair of horses to Libby and Nick Ponds, in the 

ownship of Bolton. These waters were thus successfully stocked with splendid fish, 
On any future occasion, the same means being adopted, many barren waters could 
readily be replenished. Snow fell on the 30th October in the neighbourhood, and 
never disappeared ; ice formed on all small ponds and lakes, and winter falling at so 
early a moment, appeared to have its effect on the spawning lunge. The shoals which 
a short time before had been covered with fish in great numbers, gradually thinned, 
until about the 12th or 14th of November; only a few stray fish could then be seen. 
The season having closed, I duly acquainted you with the fact and received orders to 
prepare for departure. 

“That our occupation was attended with an amount of success hardly to be antici- 
pated, is a matter for congratulation ; not one single light being seen on the waters 
during our stay. Such an event was never before known, and the three nets captured 
probably represented nearly, if not all, that had been set. In like manner, the three 
trollers, representatives of a class that had for years held almost undisputed sway, 
were probably solitary offenders in their infraction of the law. 

“IT do not seek to conceal from you, that whilst the great majority of the 
inhabitants are law-abiding citizens, there nevertheless exists a strong element of a 
totally different character; a class rude and difficult to deal with, and only to be 
subdued by a show of force. Further, the two cases of Hewson and Peters were 
warmly espoused by a party at either end of the Lake, who promised funds to ‘fight 
the Government.’ Their cases then became as it were test cases, and assumed a 
significance t.ey would not otherwise have enjoyed. The Crown Council strongly 
advised me not to try the prisoners in the vicinity of the Lake, being convinced that 
I would not ensure a conviction, and pointing out in illustration that, with undoubted 
testimony, he had signally failed in eighteen cases on a previous occasion. Such 
advice I could not neglect, and therefore decided they should be tried at Sherbrooke. 
A difficulty for the moment appeared from this gentleman being of opinion that my 
jurisdiction did not extend to that town ; it was therefore decided that the cases should 
be tried by the District Magistrate, Mr. Rioux. The trials were long and tedious, 
lasting two and a half days; the prisoners being defended by able counsel and bring- 
ing forward a mass of testimony. Their lawyer, in his address, stated that our duty 
was @ most unpopular one, that the inbabitants looked upoa the fish in their Lake as 
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free to them as the air they breathed, and added he could easily collect a hundred men 
in the county, who would gladly join in throwing us allinto the Lake. The prisoners 
were both found guilty—Hewson sentenced to a fine of $10 and costs or 30 days jail. 
Peters also received a like sentence, and from choice took the imprisonment. The 
two boats confiscated are new and in fine order. | 

“ My duty being thus completed, and having received your orders to return home, 
L left Sherbrooke with the men of the Government Police, who, on reaching Rich- 
mond, proceeded to Quebee while I continued my journey to Chambly. 

“Tn concluding my Report, I can truly say, to quote the words of my instructions 
that I ‘spared neither trouble or pains to achieve success,’ and I venture to hope the 
result may meet with your approbation.” 

Mr. Austin adds, as a curious fact that, although there are four different kinds of 
trout frequenting Lake Memphremagog,—Silver, Black, Copper and White Trout, 
—they are almost always found together on the spawning beds. 


RICHELIEU DIVISION. 
H. W. Austin, Overseer. 


The yield of fisheries in this division is computed as follows :— 


_ceguaygenas penne 


fe 


iNalne oF Value of No. of | No. of | No. of | No. of 
Distr ck Pishing Vee No. of | bris. of | doz. of | No. of | bushel | brls. of 

ishing | Fisher-| Shad. ! Stur- | White-| Eels. | of Tom | Mixed 

ies. ' geon. | fish. | Cod. | Fish. 
EET OMS TES a 
District of Three Rivers......... 6,500 | Renetbnneeet 40,500 4 | 800 | 30,050 | 20,400 | 6,050 
do Montreal .....-......06 4,200 |ssserrerees|ecseersecers Pa Est site Wie Red ee 6000.4 eo s.cesde eae 2,400 

oy hRicheliowssscce cvs. 4 S00 cal OOO brat sease RAE 24 BA a | O00: Se aes 9,000 

do Beauharnois.........-. 1,200 | ev ebhinebee| nas eaves eens | mi Keneeksopees Laewat estou @e sautan seme 1,300 


The fishing season in this division was remarkably good, a remarkable increase 
in Pickerel (doré) being especially noticeable. 

Very few persons have any idea ofthe large quantity of shad or laquaiche 
brought wpon the Montreal markets by fishermen from Sorel. This delicions tish are 
sold for fifteen cents a couple, that is to say, about one cent a pound. As many as 
200 shads were caught in one haul of the seine. from this statement one may 
judge of the enormous abundance of these fish. Fishing lasts until the end of June, 
and is a real *godsend for fishermen and resident population. Shad are also salted 
and smoked. 

Sturgeon were also abundant. One of these fish weighed 113 pounds. 

Bass is the only kind of’ fish which seems to become rather scarce, but the new 
regulations respecting close seasons will, it is hoped, have a beneficial effect and 
change this state of things. 
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IBERVILLE DIVISION. 
J. B. CHevaLier, Overseer. 


CompARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield of fisheries in this division for the last 
two years :— . 


i 
— 1874. 1875 
| 
Number of eels ..... jastenieinaye weir See Rt Lege Seikaus cs Gannon Ma ae 16,293 | 31,627 
do of bris. of mixed fish........ Licnasedstn sesatalnslynbevecren acalcs vad tev etaad 146 378 


ce ES | LS TT 


MGR h VALUE sco lascue oisiescoeWenveus vicskunences/upmure $2,213.30 $4,674.30 


PSY Tal cnc ann ne rr 

The increase in eel fishing is due to high waters. which allowed fishermen to set 
earlier than usual. The fishery laws were well complied with in this division during 
the season. 


MISSISQUOI BAY DIVISION. 
P. E. Luxz, Overseer. 


Comparative Statement of the yield of the fisheries in this division for the 
two past years :— 


—— 1874. 1875 
a a 
Value of boats .......ceseereers RE eee ery reer Cr te tt $913 $889 
Dumber Of Sad .ensc.s oovessensonsscovsees cecons sonsvense ve accenassgsrenenes see seaxtuene 3,870 | 6,620 

do Darrels pickerel ......sesseceeecsenereseerscternsenensens seasons ceeeeeess 186 | 84 
do CO StU CON. ...ceresssecevsencesseceenees ensnecees Pian tbetuteatlcieres ee ee 
do MASKINONGE....eeseceneseees RRS POR Pees Pevee ne rere ers oy B00 | seseeeerenee eeneescesees 
do Darrels of mixed fish..-.... sees ssoeerereeeeeereessarsere sasees serveees 562 106 
Total Valtre ...cecssscaceeccsrsseeesceenen sseees cueeeeens $2,620.00 | $2,032.00 


The decrease in the total yield of the fisheries in this division is a‘tributed to 
the change in the close season. 


CHATBEAUGUAY DIVISION. 


| M CLYDE 
WILLIAM C1 SOE," ) onecers. 
AnpREW WarTT, 

Fishing in this division was good, and the great demand for fish of all kinds has 
so increased as to induce traders from Montreal to buy from fishermen at high prices. 
The catch may be valuated as follows :— 

Mixed fish for home Consumption .....+++s+eseeereeees we...» 300 barrels. 
do for Montreal market.......-.sseeseeeerserseereess 600 do 
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ARGENTEUIL DIVISION. 
ALEXANDER BEATON, Overseer. 


This division comprises the inland waters in rear of the County of Argenteuil. 
Fish are not caught in this division for purposes of trade and commerce ; unfortunately 
the lakes were regularly plundered and illegally fished by poachers and so-called 
sportsmen. Since the appointment of a resident Fishery Overseer this state of things 
has happily changed. | 

The following persons were prosecuted and fined for fishing trout in Lake Barron 
during the close season :— 


Col. Thomas Bacon, fined $2.00 and $17.50 costs. 
Samuel McDonald, do 2.00 do 8.94 do 
John Wainwright, do 2.00 do 17.84 do 


TERREBONNE DIVISION. 
L. J. LoraAnacer, Overseer. 


Complaints of illegal fishing in the lakes of Terrebonne and Joliette were so 
numerous that this Overseer had to be called sharply to a sense of his duties by the 
Department. Mr. Loranger then brought the following prosecutions for illegal trout 
fishing during the close season :— 


Noe Touchette, fined $16.00 and $2.05 costs. 
Adolphe Marier, do 16.00 do 2.05 do 
Calixte Legault, do 16.00 do 2.05 do 
Magloire Longpre,do 16.00 do 2.00 do 
Leon Plouffe, do) 16.005) do.) 12:90 do? 
L. A. Filiatrault, do 16.00 do 2.00 do 
Félix Lafieur, dos P6000 do: afin: de 
Jos. Charbonneau, do 16.00 do 4.70 do 
Leon Plouffe, do 16.00 do 4.05 do 
Jean M.Campeau, do 16.00 do 2.05 do 
A. Marier, do. 16.00 do. 2.00 .do 


OTTAWA COUNTY DIVISION. 


This division was guarded during the present season by special constables detached 
from the Dominion Police Force and local Fishery Guardians located at the most 
central places. The duties were well performed, and the protection was as efficient 
as could be expected from the large area of waters to guard. Parties fishing with 
nets for purposes of trade and commerce, either in the Ottawa River or in the lakes, 
are compelled to provide themselves with licenses to do so. These are issued to them 
free of charge—most of the parties being poor people whom the hard times and decline 
in lumbering operations had thrown out of employment. This system works well, and 
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these people being provided with the necessary legal authority to fish, are of great 
assistance to the Department, as they look with a jealous eye upon parties who fish 
without license, and thus become as it were interested guardians. No less than 160 


— licenses were thus issued during the present season. 


The following prosecutions were brought against parties fishing illegally :-— 


B. Marteau......... 1 gill-net seized, fishing without license. 
Jas. McEvenna... 1 do mesh of net too small. 
—Leclere .......... 1 do fishing without license. 
Owner unknown... 2 do do 

Victor Paquet..... 3 do do 

George Girard... 5 do do 

Joseph Dubé ...... 2 do do 

Jean Martin....... 3 do barring stream. 


William Higley was fined $10 and $23 costs, and had about 200 Ibs. fish confiscated, 
for fishing illegally in lakes back of Buckingham. 

Seventy-eight licenses were granted to residents for the privilege of fishing in 
lakes of this division, and eighty-two licenses were also granted for spring and summer 


fishing in the Ottawa River. 
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APPENDIX ING= TO: 


SCHEDULE of Salmon Angling in the leased Rivers of the Provinces of — 


Quebec and New Brunswick, during the season of 1875. 


es 


Average 
hoe us weight in Remarks. 
pounds. 


Name of River. 


———— ee 


Sie RR a 


DD OUECCS et ccocsne seceded orennta: 1 15 Angled only one day. 
Ste. Margaret, N.E. Branch...... a | 4 ahi dpertatelapliesd Yc River too high. 
do NOW endo s 7 most of the time. 
PAPA CALS Sosscowed eeoaivucersic tance . 28 15 Largest fish, 18 pounds. River being re— 
| stocked; fly-fishing curtailed; in conse- 
quence. 
Little Saguenay ..3...civ..600000000s 39 i 
PUTCO tO CALs nie cessor solias Leys Si 
Ganhout. 25.0.4. PAPER VGN Oar tat) 210 104 Largest fish, 20 pounds. 
BU OUIANIC eae catwennsee fotos. ceo aceite 105 233 do 43 pounds. 
TIDEA AN Sei chick woicack ose Seaecenan tv oveueet 104 fieeeaeaes Lees % 
EOUBIC (A Uatusecaus sssc petite dies etek 97 
DRUG DAMEN eis lene aul ak Otte. vecosreveeeee|Not angled. River unlet, 
NEEUBNOCBLOO ls i0.ccasesssseedendes: 26 10 Largest fish, 18 pounds. 
PRUTOM GI Taare Ni Se Uae OM { 144 do 26 do 
LG EMSS pull ACP oobi Rei cot 36 182 do 315 do 
aa eate renee cee ee eh, 62 134 | do 27 do 
MUGCLONS OWS BIC. Jeclesccntevees cee: 9 54- do 8 do 
Ste. Anne des Monts.............05 69 1g do 42 do 
Magdalen........ Be aieaec vacdesteno ites 8 123 do 20 do 
1A AEN RSE TOR ee San UR He oara 98 16g rin do 35 do 
BURSON vitae ay a A gakes be veces uke 36 12 | 
eee Er Lampe ress eserves ite is ie | do = e ee Lee 
MAINED ii nts ss weliak sear cages eeesete ss fo) oa ve grilse. 
Ee SINGH A OY ey SMERAD SI aR hee par eRe mn nS cig UUM es ane Not angled. River unlet. 
BUCH A DOR eat ciate cie tilt Tet ie sseees do do 
POUAVCM LUO ets viscee bocce seteeteie 26 ke 
As A ascapedias a) iid Necssiccun ce j 4 22 Largest fish, 35 pounds. 
CE MO BSCADEU IE li suvstataciee ce 269 214 
PEA MOUIE cy scver acesceak, eat. 73 195 do 32° do 
kU SER OTST RG Weta tee Alpes RR nomad 97 154 
Restigouche, Middle Division...| 221 174 
Restigouche, Upper Division... 84 | 19 | 
Restigouche, Lower Division ... 96 18 | Also 19 grilse. 


5 : j 


PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 
} 


MEAG, 2.95 chs aasereurece Sapo cousere 19 i Largest fish, 9 pounds. 
pe We MiPamichy dls isece ccc, 218 18 do 22 do 
AL STIS STROOD Ra A i 294 15 31 grilse. Hight rods on the river this sea- 


son against sixteen last year. 
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APPENDIX No. II. 


REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR OF FISHERIES FOR NOVA SCOTIA, 
FOR THE YEAR 1875. 


To the Hon. A. J. Smrru, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 
* Hauirax, 31st December, 1875. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit ty report upon the fisheries of the Province: 
of Nova Scotia for the current year. 

The accompanying table, exhibiting the products of the various branches of those 
fisheries during the year, shows a falling off in the aggregate result as compared with 
that of 1874. There has not, however, been a corresponding depression in the fishing 
interests. Owing to the high prices of nearly all fishery products, the falling off 
mentioned has been less in the value than in the quantity of the fish actually taken. 

Doubtless any such table as this, prepared with such means of obtaining informa- 
tion as we now possess, falls short of the whole product of our fisheries. This 
remark applies more especially to the case of those fish caught in the fresh water. 
In a country like this, where every stream is frequented in numbers, greater or less, 
by fish of commercial value, and where almost every man and boy is to a certain 
extent fisherman or sportsman, there must be a large number of such fish caught, of 
which we do not, and scarcely can obtain any account. 

Being under the necessity of repairing to Ottawa soon after my appointment as 
Inspector of Fisheries for Nova Scotia, to receive more full and complete instructions 
from the Head of the Department, the fishing season was already well advanced 
before I was enabled to enter upon the more active and practical duties of my office. 
To be able to discharge those duties consistently and with effect and method, it was 
necessary that, after my return, I should make myself thoroughly conversant with 
them, not merely as they bore upon special and perhaps localized cases which might 
immediately be laid hold upon, but as a whole to inform myself of the existing state 
of the fisheries of the whole Province ; to become acquainted with the fishery officers 
with whom I had to act ; and to learn what was possible of that portion of the public 
with whom I should be brought more directly into contact. With these objects I set 
out about the first of June to visit as much of the coast and streams of the country as it 
would be possible for me, consistent with the discharge of other and pressing duties, 
to see during the fishing season. Thus I visited thirteen of the eighteen counties of the 
Province. Antigonish I did not see at all, and Annapolis only partially, because I 
was not in possession of the new regulations applicable to either of those counties; 
and circumstances preventing my going to Guysboro’, Richmond and Cape Breton, 
until the inland fishing was over, and the streams excessively swollen by the 
autumnal rains, I thought it best to defer a thorough inspection of them until a future 
season. 
Of course it is notorious that the fisheries of Nova Scotia do not yield that 
abundance which they did in the earlier stages of the country’s history ; and that 
their deterioration has been owing to two causes :—improvident and needlessly 
destructive fishing, and the placing of obstructions in streams which prevent the 
fish passing to and from their spawning beds. ‘To prevent both, laws have been 
enacted, and regulations having the force of law have been framed. As to the ques- 
tion of enforcing the latter during this past year, I must observe that the fishery 
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season was well advanced—in some districts halfexpired—before the new regulations 
were promulgated; and fishermen had entered upon their year’s operations, not 
anticipating any change in the regulations to which they had previously been subject. 
Consequently, to have insisted in every instance upon enforcing these regulations ~ 
with extreme rigor, would often have entailed real hardship and sertous loss to 
the fishermen; whilst in some cases, indeed, I should have found their rigid enforce- 
ment quite impracticable under all the circumstances. The law was enforced when- 
ever possible, and the necessity for strict future conformity with it was enjoined. 

I may here say in general terms, that so far as I can judge from one year’s 
limited experience, there seems to be a growing disposition on the part of the fisher- 
men to comply with the requirements of the law when made known to them. Of 
course there are still to be met with too many instances of violations of that law 
through ignorance or trickery, and sometimes in open defiance of it. I have myself 
taken every pains, whilgt enjoining it upon fishery officers generally to do hkewise, 

to impress upon the fishing populatigqn a sense of the importance to their own special 
interests, beyond those of all the rest of the community, of their complying strictly 
with the law, and becoming themselves the most active agents in the protection of 
the fisheries. : 

What I have said of the disposition of the fishermen will also apply, although I 
fear with somewhat less force, to the proprietors of mill and other dams upon the 
various fishing streams of the Province. Among this class I regret to have to say 
that the greatest and worst transgressors are tho very men to whom one would natur- | 
ally look for a good example to the rest of the community—men who assert a 
position of wealth and high social standing, or who are largely engaged in manufac- 
turing and commercial pursuits. These transgressors assume that from the influence 
of their position they can over-ride the law with impunity. Their example has a 
most pernicious offect upon others who, were it not for such example, would, there 
is reason to believe, conform to the requirements of the law without the application 
of coercive measures. 

The aggregate amount received for fines and forfeitures, as shown by the returns, 
would represent but a small number of violations of the law. Ido not suppose that 
even the whole number of prosecutions, from some of which no fines have yet been 
realized, indicates all the instances where the law has been transgressed; but doubt- 
less they afford an approximation to their number. <A large majority of the overseers 
report “no violations” of the law in their respective districts. From the violations 
so reported on, I must except the deposition of saw-dust in navigable waters, and 
those frequented by fish. I am not aware that previous to this past year any vigor- 
ous effort had been made to enforce that provision of the Fisheries Act which forbids 
mill-owners disposing of their sawdust in what has heretofore been the usual way. 
Consequently I found in the course of my tours of inspection that the custom of cast- 
ing afloat the sawdust and other rubbish made by sawmills and woodenware factories 
was all but universal throughout the Province. I have taken every pains to make 
known to all concerned that this provision of the Act must be promptly and rigidly 
observed. It was certainly time that it should be; for many of our formerly best 
fishing streams, and some navigable waters from the use of which the public derived 
great practical benefit, have already been almost hopelessly ruined, whilst the fish- 
eries and navigable properties of others are being rapidly destroyed from this cause. 
In most instances, mill-owners have expressed, not always without complaint of 
what they call the “hardship,” their readiness to comply with the warnings given 
them, asking only, in some cases, time to make arrangements, when alterations in 
their buildings and other provisions involving expense were necessary. In some 
instances, however, they have persisted in acting in contravention to the law, and 
have even set authority at open defiance. 

In what relates to the artificial obstructions of fish streams, I may say, in general 
terms, that much yet remains to be done before a certainty can be obtained that the 
fish in all such streams have a quite uninterrupted passage to and from their spawn- 
ing beds. I have found that some of the fishways Were very imperfect, or entirely 
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different from the approved model ; others, injudiciously located; others again afford- 
ing grounds to suspect that they were habitually closed when the fishery officers’ 
back was turned, and the reservation of the water in the mill pond was an object ; 
whilst in too many dams, constructed quite across stream, there was no pretence of 
a fishway whatever. I find the impression to be general that a fishway must be in 
the form known as a “ fish-ladder.” In many, especially of our larger streams, where 
dams exist, it would be quite practicable, without materially lessening the value of 
the mill privilege, to have a part of the main stream unobstructed, or to have an 
open channel made around the dam, thus securing at all times an unquestionably free 
passage for the fish. Considering the difficulties above referred to in enforcing the 
construction and proper maintenance of efficient fish-ladders, I would respectfully 
suggest that it wonld be better, in all cases, to insist upon a part of the stream being 
left open, or a by-channel being constructed where possible, without destroying the 
water-power required for the mill. 

The following more detailed local account represents briefly the condition and 
prospects of the fisheries in the various counties :— 


COUNTY OF HALIFAX, 


Hawirax, the metropolitan and the largest county in the Province, takes 
also the first rank with respect to its fisheries. The product of those fisheries, 
however, shows a very considerable diminution of the yield of 1874. There has been 
a pretty good catch of codfish, but very much of failure has attended the salmon, 
mackerel and herring fisheries. This falling off is attributed to the extremely 
unfavourable weather during a great part of the fishing season. To the the same cause 
is attributed a like falling off in the fishery products of all shore counties to the west- 
ward of Halifax and as far as Digby. 

I am sorry to have to say that there have been in this county during the year, 
more violations and attempted violations and evasions of the fishery laws than in any 
other county in the Province—indeed more, I believe, than have come to my 
knowledge in all the others combined. I learned early in June that Indian River, 
Ingraham River and Hubbard’s Cove River, three important fishing streams 
emptying into the St. Margarets Bay, had been rendered utterly impassable to fish 
through the construction of a number of mill-dams and driving-dams. When the 
proprietors of these obstructions were warned of the necessity of providing suitable 
fishways in their dams, and also to desist from casting saw-dust adrift, which was 
being done on a large scale, some of them openly defied the law and the fishery 
officers, whilst others more quietly persisted in giving no heed to them. Hence 
ensued a series of prosecutions which, except in the case of one party who gave a 
confession, still remain unconcluded. 

The fisheries of St. Margaret's Bay, once famed for their productiveness, now 
yield almost nothing and must soon cease to exist if the fisheries of the rivers just 
named, now all but ruined, are not resuscitated ; for the fishes which used to ascend these 
rivers to spawn, besides their value in themselves as food for men, also furnished food 
to the exclusively sea-fish Of the coast, and attracted them to the waters of the neigh- 
bouring bay. According to the recent decision of a majority of Judges who happened 
to be sitting at the time in the Supreme Court, although not, it is understood of the 
whole Bench, any transgressor may appeal from the judgment of a fishery officer or 
Justice of the Peace to the Supreme Court, and there effect a delay of the final decision 
for many months. At this rate of procedure one may almost despair of resuscitating 
any river fishery; for the value of these delays to the refractory mill-owner and his 
interest in creating and prolonging them, must be considered. He may, it is true, 
have to incur damages xd costs in the long run ; but, however appalling this may be 
to a poor man, or to one carrying on only a small business, there are others to whom, 
under the now received interpretation of the existing law, it will actually pay to risk 
all the penalty, and still go on transgressing. 

In the Eastern District of Halifax there has been much poaching, more especially 
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upon the Musquodoboit, where it has been carried on to an extent which must soon: 
prove ruinous to this deservedly celebrated fish stream if not suppressed. Numerous 


convictions of the guilty parties have been made, but some additional Wardens will 
be indispensible before the evil can be effectually kept down. This is a very large, 


and, as far as fisheries are concerned, comprehensive District, and it is at present. . 


inadequately supplied with Wardens. A superior fish-ladder has been constructed at 


Moses River in place of a former inefficient one which had to be removed. Mrv.. 


Anderson, the Overseer, who is familiarly acquainted with every part of this Hastern 
District and with its requirements, has recommended a number of additions to the local 


regulations in which [ entirely concur, their adoption being essential to the promotion: 


of the fishing interests. It is suggested then, that instead of the second clause of the 
present regulations for Halifax County, the following be adopted :— 

“2. No nets or other apparatus for taking fish shall be placed between Leslie’s 
“ Mill, on the Ecum Secum, and the bridge on the main road, or below said bridge 


“ within two hundred yards thereof; within one-eighth of a mile of the Little: 


“ Dam at Moses River in any place a@bove the north corner of the Lobster Factory 
“ wharf, in Salmon River East; within two hundred yards of the mouth of Murphy’s 


“ Brook, or Hast Middle or West River, Sheet Harbour ; anywhere in the small lake- 


“below Mooseland Saw Mills, or above the north side of George Ferguson’s wharf, 
“ Tangeir ; within three hundred yards of Ship Harbour lower mill-dam, or the 
<““ mouth of Newcomb’s Brook ; within a quarter of a mile of Sibley’s Mill, Jeddore ;. 
“ anywhere above the south or lower end of the mill wharf, Musquodoboit Harbour ; 
“ within two hundred yards of the head of the tide at low water in the mouth of 
“ Petpiswick River ; within two hundred yards of the head of the tide at low water 
“in the mouth of Chezzetcook River; within a quarter of a mile outside, or two 
“ hundred yards inside of Porter’s Lake Run; anywhere in the Run outside of 
“ TLawrencetown Dyke, or within two hundred yards of the inside of the same; 
“‘ within three hundred yards of the Cole Harbour Road Bridge on Salmon River 
“West ; within three hundred yards of the lower bridge at the mouth of Sackville 
“¢ River ; or within two hundred yards of the head of the tide at low water in the 
“ mouths of Moses, Indian, Ingraham, or Hubbard’s Cove Rivers, St. Margaret’s Bay.. 
“ This prohibition is not to extend to surface fly-fishing.” 


COUNTY OF LUNENBURG. 


LunrenpurG, both Hast and West, shows a falling off in the products of the 1n-shore: 


fisheries—in the latter district alone of about fifty thousand dollars—although the 
deficiency has been made up in a great measure by the successes of the deep-sea and 
Labrador fishermen. Generally speaking, the rivers of this county are free from 
obstructions. That is, where these are dams, there are fish-ways; but here, as else- 
were in the Province, I find that the widest diversity of opinion prevails as to the 
efficiency of the least objectionable fish-ladders. It is highly probable that the dis- 
believers in their efficiency have, in their calculations of the number of migratory 
fish in any given stream, entirely ignored the deleterious effect of saw-dust and other 
rubbish cast into its waters. <A satisfactory fish-way has-been placed in the Musha- 
mush River. The obstruction in Petite Riviere has been satisfactorily removed 
through the expenditure of a small grant appropriated by the Department for that 
purpose ; and thatriver is now in good condition.. It is reported to me that there 
is an obstruction, produced by natural causes and the accumulation of drift stuff, on 
Middle River (branch) which it is very desirable to have removed. Ithinkit highly 
necessary that some modification should be made in the local regulations so far as 
concerns Gold River which, once one of the most celebrated salmon streams in the: 
Dominion, has become pretty nearly non-productive through being over-fished. The 
regulations permit the setting of nets as far up the estuary of this river as a point 
one-eighth of a mile from the head of the tide at low water, and one-eighth of a mile 
from each other. As the estuary of this stream continues very narrow for some dis- 
tance below the head of the tide, the number of nets which are thus set out from both 
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shores arrest nearly every fish which attempts to make its way up stream. I would 
urge, as a very essential improvement in the regulations, that in this estuary no net 
be set “ within half a mile of the head of the tide at low water.” 

More than half the deficit in the fishery returns of this county for the year 


as compared with last year, is represented by the falling off in the yield of the 


lobster fishery. On this subject I shall have to. make a special reference further on 
in this report. 


COUNTY OF QUEEN’S 


In QuExEN’s County the fishery has not been a success this year; although the 
‘Overseer believes that there are good indications for the future, as large numbers of 
fish, both salmon and alewives, are known to have passed up the various streams to 
their spawning grounds during the earlier part of the season; whilst the young of 
the latter were seen in quantity coming down stream in the autumn months. Fish- 
ways generally in this county are in a satisfactory condition, except some of those 
upon the Mersey, which require improvement. Some refractoriness has been mani- 
fested in response to the demands to make such improvements. Many of the mill owners 
here, like a large proportion of those elsewhere in the Province, seem to think that 
when once a fish-ladder is put into a dam, under the eye of a'fishery officer, he, the 
proprietor of the dam, may from that time forth wash his hands of responsibility in 
the matter, whether or not the fishway is ill-constructed, ill-placed, is obstructed, or 
gets out of repair. It is difficult to impress upon them sometimes that the builder or 
occupier of the dam or slide, is bound to keep “a durable and efficient fish-way” 
therein, and that he cannot shift to any other shoulders the responsibility of so 


doing. 


COUNTY OF SHELBURNE. 


In SueLBurNeE there has been a falling off in some branches of the fishery 
Salmon have been scarce, and the herring fishery a failure, but there has been a 
large increase in haddocks, whilst the catch of cod and other deep-sea fish has been 
an average one. Generally the rivers of this country which have dams across them 
are well provided with fish-ways. The Clyde River is an exception. Here, where 
there is a large milling establishment having a dam right across the river, all the 
attempts at fish-ways heretofore made have proved failures. It would be quite prac- 
ticable and at a moderate expense to direct an open channel around this dam. There 
are some natural difficulties in the way of otherwise keeping up a fish-way. There 
is need of an aditional Warden in this district at Grand Lake on the Barrington River. 


COUNTY OF YARMOUTH. 


In Yarmovutu County I found a generally satisfactory state of affairs, so far as 
the obstructions to the migrations of fish are to be considered, except in the case of 
one dam across the Carleton branch of the Tusket River. Here there was a pretence 
of a fish-ladder, but it was a very inefficient one. I myself saw large numbers of 
alewives in the river at the foot of the ladder, but none passing through it. Any 
which made the attempt were dashed violently back owing to the high angle at which 
the ladder was placed and the great force of the current passing through it. This 
case was promptly dealt with by the Overseer who accompanied me during my visit 
to the spot. 

It may be here remarked that the upper waters of the Tusket and its tributaries 
take their rise in the backwoods of Digby County. Iam assured that several driving 
“dams” have been placed by lumbermen across these streams. These dams are 

wite too much out of the way to be looked after by the Overseers and Wardens of 
bigby County unless at a very heavy expense. | would therefere recommend that 
all these upper waters of the Tusket and its tributaries be placed under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Yarmouth fishery officers. 
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COUNTY OF DIGBY. 


In Diasy County I have also to report the result of the year’s fishing as less 
favourable than usual. The herring fishery, usually one of the most profitable in this 
county, may even be counted a comparative failure. On the other hand the salmon 
and shad fisheries of St. Mary’s Bay have improved, whilst the indications of a revival 
of the mackerel fishery in the same waters are cheering. The great falling off in the 
product of the herring fishery of Digby Basin is attributable by the Overseer of that 
district—and I think there is no doubt of his correctness—mainly to the large quanti- 
ties of saw-dust which are brought down into the waters of that Basin from the mille 
upon the Imbert (Bear River). In Annapolis Basin the herring have been very 
abundant, whilst in:that of Digby, separated only by Goat Island, but quite out of 
the tideway to and from the River Imbert, that fishery has been an utterfailure. Mr. 
Morehouse, the Overseer, has been making vigorous efforts, under difficulties, to 
remedy this evil state of affairs, but the laws’ delays may lead to the irretrievable ruin 
of the Digby herring fisheries. 

COUNTY OF ANNAPOLIS. 


The returns from ANNAPOLIS show an improvement both in the coast fisheries 
and those of more inland sections. In Annopolis Basin, already mentioned, the catch 
of herring was greater than it has been for many years past. The Annapolis River 
. is reported to me as having been to all appearance well stocked with salmon, bass and 
shad, although little effort was made by the inhabitants of the vicinity to capture 
them. larly in the season a dam on the upper part of the course of this river is 
believed to have been an obstacle to the passage of fish, but this difficulty has been 
removed, and [am assured that there are now good fish-ways wherever requisite 
throughout the country. ; 

COUNTY OF KINGS. 


Kines County also shows a material improvement over last year. This is 
evident not only in the product of the fisheries, but both Overseers report a notably 
improved disposition on the part of those engaged in them to conform to the 
requirements of the law. The river produce of salmon here, as in most 
other parts of the Province, and indeed the shad fishery, show a falling off 
compared with former years, but on all other fish usually produced by this 
couuty, the yield has been good, whilst so great an abundance of gasperaux, 
in the river of that name, has not been known before for many years. It 
is the opinion of those residing in the vicinity, who have taken special pains to 


inform themselves in the matter, the Overseer of the district included, ‘that few, or » 


none of these fish have succeeded in passing what has been known as “ Calder’s Mills.” 
Above that point the numerous obstructions which had previously been in the river 
were removed by the Overseer, Mr. Bishop, during the year, leaving a clear passage 
for the fish, thence to the lakes at the head of the river; but in the dam at the mills 
just mentioned, there was a fish-ladder. When I was at the spot about the end of 
Septemher, this fish-ladder was five or six feet at either end above the level of the 


nearest water. It was quite practicable, by a slight extension of a wing-dam already © 


existing to throw open one-third in width of the river channel itself. A gentleman 
who had just become principally interested in these mills expressed his willingness 
to do this, and I directed it to be done. When effected there will at last be an 
unobstructed passage for fish throughout the whole course of this important river. 


COUNTY OF HANTS. 


Hants County shows an increased product from the fisheries of the Bay and the 
Shubenacadie River; but the reverse has been the case in the less considerable rivers 
of the western section of the county, owing probably in part to the unusual drought 
of the season. In two mill-dams upon the Meander and, one upon the Hebert, I 
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found when visiting them early in October, as at Gasperaux River, fish-ladders which 
were quite high and dry out of water, and had been so for months. As the nature of” 
the ground presented facilities for such a procedure, I directed a free channel, which 
would be a perpetual fish-way, to be opened past the dam at each of these localities, 
the mill owners themselves readily consenting to do this. At another dam further 
up the Hebert, where the ground did not admit of such an open channel being made, 
but where there was no fish-way at all, I directed a ladder to be immediately put in. 
I am not aware of any other localities in this county where artificial fish-ways are 
required. No convictions are reported to me. At the same time I must remark 
that no Warden has yet been appointed on the upper Shubenacadie, where in former 
years poaching was largely indulgedin. I fear that the public interests have suffered 
in consequence. 
COUNTY OF COLCHESTER. 


All the districts of CoLcHEsrER show a falling off in the yield of fish, although 
in those which migrate between salt and fresh water, this county is still one of the 
largest producers. In the northern, or Sterling district, the fishing interests make 
but a small figure; whilst the catch of salmon, which was there formerly something 
considerable, has dwindled almost to nothing, owing, in a great measure, to the close 
season beginning under the amended Act a month earlier than formerly. There still 
remains some work to be completed for the effectual re-opening of Green’s Creek, 
which, although of no great length, was formerly one of the most productive 
Gasperaux streams in the Province. There isaserious omission in the regulations for 
this county, which I think must have been an inadvertance in framing them. “ No 
“drifting for shad shall be allowed above Salter’s Head in the Shubenacadie River 
“from the first day of June to the thirtieth day of September,” as set out in the 
Hants Regulations. Yet there is nothing to prevent drifting in Cobequid Bay above 
the mouth of the Shubenacadie. So far as the fisheries are concerned, the two— 
which are like twin branches of the same arm of the sea—are circumstanced almost 
exactly alike. If there is any difference, it is even more important to prevent 
drifting in the “bay” than in the river—I would therefore respectfully, but urgently 
suggest that instead of having the above quoted words in the HantsjReguiations, there 
be inserted in those for Colchester:—‘“ No drifting for shad shall be allowed in 
*‘Shubenacadie River, or in Cobequid Bay, inside of a straight line drawn from Salter’s 


“‘ Head to the nearest point upon Little Dyke, in Londonderry, ”’ 


COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND. 


CUMBERLAND has, everything considered, about maintained the product of last 
year, although as in the Sterling district of Colchester, and indeed in all the streams 
flowing into the Gulf of the St. Lawrence, there has been a falling off in the catch of 
salmon owing to the earlier commencement of the close season, There has been a 
large amount of illegal fishing perpetrated, or at least attempted, upon River Philip, 
which the fishery officers have been making vigorous attempts to prevent. The 
setting of night watches has been requisite in some instances, and transgressors have 
been dealt with as the law directs. The Overseer of the western district of this 
county reports no prosecytions ; but he complains of the difficulty of getting people 
to give evidence to convict their neighbours whom he suspects of poaching. 


COUNTY OF PICTOU. 


I have but little special information of interest to furnish with respect to Prorou 
County. A few individuals have been arrested and fined, and had their ashing gear 
confiscated for illegal netting; but the law in this respect seems to have been pretty 
generally complied with. Several instances have been noticed of imperfect fishways 
requiring improvement or renewal, but the defects were not of a very flagrant 
character, nor did they affect fish streams of notable importance, 
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COUNTY OF ANTIGONISH. 


Antigonish County presents altogether a gratifying return. This county, it 
will be perceived, has produced the largest quantity of salmon of any county in the 
Province; whilst its yield from other branches of the fisheries has been a fair one. 
No violations of the law are reported to me from this county, 


COUNTY OF GUYSBORO’. 


Guysnoro’ Country presents a highly prosperous condition of the fisheries for the 
past year, there having been an improvement in nearly all its branches, but especially 
in the yicld of codfish, mackerel and lobsters. I shall again refer to the latter. No 
violations of the law of any importance are reported from this county. 


COUNTY OF RICHMOND. © 


In Ricuonp the report is very favourable. The returns of cod, haddock and 
herring show a large increase over those of 1874; salmon and alewives proved to be 
about the same as last year; but the fall mackerel fishery has proved a comparative 
failure, owing to boisterous weather. The fish were reported to be plenty on the 
coast. No complaints of violations of the law are reported from this county, other 
than for catching lobsters below the minimum standard of measurement. 


COUNTY OF CAPE BRETON. 


In Care Breron County the statistical returns show that the season has been a 
fairly successful one, and no violation of.the law is reported from either of the three 
Overseers. I regret to say that from having been unable to visit this county, I 
cannot give a particular account of its condition with respect to fisheries. 


COUNTY OF INVERNESS. 


INVERNESS was visited by me in July, during the height of the river fishing, and 
I was agreeably surprised to find a state of affairs much more satisfactory than I had 
been led to believe was the case in former years. I found no evidence of illegal 
fishing where, I believe, it had in previous years been extensively practiced. I found 
that a few mill dams required improved fish-ways ; but the general condition of the 
county was not unsatisfactory. There is much need of a resident Warden at Little 
River, Cheticamp. This is an important salmon stream. It is reported to me that 
illegal fishing is there freely carried on ; and at present the nearest fishery officer 
lives over five and twenty miles distant. | 

The past fishing season has not been a very prosperous one in Inverness. Salmon, 
mackerel and alewives were a comparative failure, although it is believed that it 
would have been otherwise with the coast salmon had it not been for the unfavourable 
weather. On the other hand, the catch of codfish exceeded the average of the four 
past years. 

COUNTY OF VICTORIA, 


There has been a like result of the season’s operations in Vicrort4. There has 
been a great and seemingly unaccountable falling off in the coast salmon fishery, as 
also in the netting of herring and mackerel, whilst the catch of codfish exceeded that 
of other years. [found the state of the rivers in this county, at the time of my visit 
last summer, quite satisfactory. Some attempts at poaching have been made; but 
generally speaking the people evince every disposition to conform to the law. 

The new harbour at Cape North, the great benefit of which is being already 
experienced, must eventually prove to be an inestimable advantage to the fishing 
interests of this vicinity. 
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Lobster Fishery. 


The Losster FisHEeRy demands some special remarks. For years past the true 
and earnest advocates of the fishery interests of the country have been apprehensive 
that the taking of such immense numbers of lobsters, great and small, in season and 
out of season, as were required to supply the great demand of the numerous canning 
establishments dotting our shorés, must soon lead to the utter extermination of the 
lobster upon those shores, Already, indeed some time since, facts have shown 
that this apprehension was well founded. We find that over four million cans of 
lobsters were put up in Nova Scotia this season. These fish are becoming rapidly 
more scarce, and are found only of smaller dimensions than formerly, in consequence 
of which facts some of the canning establishments have already been obliged to close 
up business. This is more especially the case on the shore west of Halifax. Further 
east, where the ground has not been so much fished, the fishery is as yet more 
flourishing. Not only is the inordinate destruction of the lobster tending rapidly to its 
extermination upon our shores, but the prosecution of that fishery, and the. great 
quantities of offal which it causes to be deposited in the coast waters, are proving 
to be seriously destructive to the other fisheries. 

The clause relative to the lobster fishery, which appears in the regulations of 
all the counties, proves to be quite inadequate to the cure of the evil which ‘it was 
intended tomeet. After the most careful enquiries, both east and west, I am firmly 
of the belief that during the months of July and August the lobster fishers continue 
to take whatever comes into their nets and pots—soft shells, females with eggs 
attached, and lobsters of less than the prescribed dimensions,—without any regard 
to the law whatever. Many, perhaps most of the proprietors of canning establish- 
ments, with like disregard of the law, buy these lobsters. Where they refuse to do 
so the mischief is no less great; for the young fish thus taken die, are thrown over- 
board, and pollute the waters to the serious damage of other fisheries. It is simply 
impossible to prevent this illegal lobster fishing with the staff of officers now employed. 
To do this would require an active and vigilant warden to be constantly on duty at 
every lobster-canning establishment in the Province; and even then it is doubtful if 
the present law could be strictly enforced. 

‘My views upon this matter are fully concurred in by those fishery officers who 
have had the best opportunities of seeing the operation of the law. Mr. Tory, the 
Overseer of Guysboro’, says in his report:——“ From the increase of lobster-canning 
‘“ establishments along the coast there cannot be a doubt that that fishery will, in a 
“few years, be very materially injured and finally destroyed, unless proper precaution 
“is taken to protect it. The present year has given ample proof of the over-fishing, 
“ by the immense quantity poured into the market, thereby depreciating the price, 
“which has nearly caused ruin to those engaged therein, besides the fearful 
“ destruction in the catching of so many small ones and soft-shell ones during the warm 
“weather in summer. I am credibly informed that nearly one-third of the lobsters 
“taken between the Ist of August and 10th of September die before reaching the 
“canning establishments, owing to the effect of the atmosphere upon the soft 
“shell which a large portion of them have at that period, and thereby become 
“ useless for canning, and are thrown away. Also, the flesh at this season is so light 
“ that it takes three times the quantity to make the same weight that it does in the 
“ months of May and June. Taking these facts into consideration, and having a 
“ regard for the perpetuation of this fishery, | would most earnestly recommend that 
“arestriction be placed upon the catching of these fish during the above-named 
“period, kc. would further recommend that the smallest sized lobster be not less 
“ than ten inches in length, instead of nine as now.” 

Mr. Anderson, Overseer of East Halifax, reports :—‘‘ Last year I refrained from 
“ giving an opinion on lobster fishing; this season I have given it my special 
“attention. I consider necessary a special Act prohibiting the throwing of offal of 
‘lobster factories into the water, as it is positively detrimental both to the salmon 
‘and herring fisheries, as neither will frequent polluted waters. Many complaints 
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‘have been made to me that the traps, trawls, and numerous boats engaged im 
‘catching lobsters, are injurious to the inland coast fisheries, particularly salmon. — 
“For the protection of lobsters, I would recommend that no lobster be caught after 
“the 31st of July. To carry out the 9-inch rule is next to impossible, unless there be 
“(a Warden for each factory; in most of the districts, in the fall fishing, the greater 
“portion are under size, &c. 

From Chester district, Mr. Redden reports :—‘ Lobsters are on the decrease, 
“‘ owing to the fishermen destroying the small ones to evade the law.” Mr. Jost, from 
the western district of Lunenburg, says :—‘‘ There is no question but this business 
“ (lobster canning) has been overdone and has run down, ‘The continual taking from 
“the same ground, without heeding time or rules, inducing recuperation, has done, 
‘and is doing its work. Formerly the bulk of the lobsters brought in were from one 
“and a half pounds upwards each, in weight, the average being from two to two and 
“a half pounds. Now the bulk brought in will barely measure each the legal nine 
“inches from the tip of the nose to the extremity of the tail, &c.” 

Mr. Sellon, of Queen’s County, reports that “the lobsters were an ordinary catch 
‘“‘ during the first of the season, but small—not much over the size required by law ;”” 
and he refers to ‘the large amount of travelling, with expense, to prevent fishermen. 
“from violating the law.” Mr. Ryer, of Shelburne, in the course of a brief report, 
remarks :—‘ The fishermen are of the opinion that the lobster pots being set on the 
“spawning grounds keep the herrings out of the baysand harbours.” The statement 
of tines and forfeitures furnished by Mr. Ballam, of Richmond, plainly indicates the 
great prevalence of illegal lobster-fishing in that district. 

I am certain that these views from official authorities reflect the general opinion 
of the public. In view of the facts which have come to my knowledge, and of repre- 
sentations made to me, I would most earnestly recommend that the regulations be so. 
amended as to forbid the taking of any lobster of less than ten inches in length, and. 
that no lobsters whatever be permitted to be caught during the months of July and 
August, or that all lobster-canning establishments or factories be closed upon the 31st. 
of July, and so remain closed until the end of the year. The former alternative, along 
with the suggested amendment as to the dimensions of the lobster, would probably be: 
sufficiently effective and more acceptable to all parties interested. 


Fishery Regulations. 


I beg leave to submit that the regulations issued last spring require some revision- 
Indeed, there are none for Annapolis and Antigonish, such as were prepared 
and proclaimed to meet the local requirements of the other counties; and in the two. 
Counties omitted, such regulations are as much needed as anywhere else in the Province. 

As to the amendments required in the regulations now in force, I have in the 
foregoing pages made mention of a few of the more important. Others are needful 
to correct some obscurities and ambiguities to be met with and which are probably 
attributable to errors in printing. These defects may be trivial in appearance, but 
in some cases they seem to afford possibilities of escape to parties charged with guilt, 
of which means they are ever ready to avail themselves. Should such revision take 
place it would be desirable, for various reasons, to make the different sets of regula- 
tions as nearly uniform as possible, where the different localities to which they 
respectively apply are similarly circumstanced by nature. 

There is still another very desirable addition, as it seems to me, to these regula- 
tions to which I must specially refer. At all the principal fishing stations upon the 
coast, the number of fishermen has increased out of all proportion to the number of 
fishing-berths wherein they can successfully pursue their calling ; and this dispropor- 
tion must, of course, become greater every year as population increases. As the 
migratory fish have their favourite spots where they stri&e upon the shore, these 
berths themselves vary immensely in value. In these facts may be found the most 
fruitful source of the disputes, quarrels and heartburnings of the shore fishermen. It 
scarcely ever happens that any man can claim a strictly legal right to any fishing 
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berth. His claim is usually founded upon his having been the first of the season to 
occupy the spot in question, or his having occupied it for a succession of years. 
Hence a frequent scrambling for berths, and frequent encroachments upon those 
assumed to be in the possession of others. 

The difficulties arising from this state of affairs are increasing to such a degree 
that something must be soon done for their removal. I would suggest that whenever 
such difficulties exist, the local fishery officer, or some other disinterested party, be 
authorized to define the limits of fishing berths, and then on a duly appointed day to 
dispose of the same annually to the highest bidder by auction. I do not suppose that 
the proceeds of such sales would be very considerable; nor according to the view I 
entertain would it be an object to make them so. But all disputes as to the occupa- 
tion of berths would be thus obviated, and when those who would be occupants far 
outnumbered the berths for disposal, they would be induced to form amicable com- 
binations among themselves to occupy berths in common. I have reason to believe 
that such a regulation would prove acceptable to the fishermen themselves whilst it 
would relieve them, as well as officers of the Fishery Department of much anxiety and 
difficulty. 

Leasing System. 


I cannot conclude this report without respectfully, but earnestly, urging the 
desirability of a commencement at least being made to lease the fishery streams of 
Nova Scotia, as is already done in the neighbouring Provinces of New Brunswick, 
Quebec, and Ontario. Wherever I have been throughout the Province, I have met 
with a widely prevalent and decided opinion in favour of such a policy, and this 
especially among the more intelligent and substantial members of the community. 
It has, too, been forced upon my attention, unasked, everywhere. The effect which 
such a policy would have in securing the protection of streams, and consequently in 
increasing speedily the product of our fisheries, seems too obvious to require argument 
in its behalf. I am certain that whatever clamor, if any, might be raised against its 
adoption would emanate mainly, if not solely, from people who have little or no stake 
in the country, and those who form the class from which the poachers with whom we 
now have to deal are recruited. 

The early adoption of this policy now seems to be fully expected. I have had, I 
believe, scores of applications from parties desirous of dealing practically with the 
matter. In several instances, the desired stream was one which is now virtually, or 
absolutely unproductive, but which the would-be lessee was prepared to stock if he 
could be allowed possession of it for a reasonable term. 

I would not advocate the desirability of an immediate and sweeping measure, 
but only of a commencement on a limited scale, even if only for the sake of the 
experiment. For this purpose several streams can be selected from different sections 
of the Province, the closing of which to the general public would conflict but slightly, 
if at all, with any now existing interests. To avoid all semblance of secrecy or 
partiality, these could be advertised each, wholly, or in sections, and leased to the 
highest bidder, by auction or tender, for a term of years. To pursue this course on 
a limited scale can dono harm. If it prove futile as to good results, it can be 
discontinued. Ifthe contrary, as I firmly believe, it can be gradually extended from 
year to year, and then the good work already commenced by official hands will, 
directly aided by private interest, restore to the waters of Nova Scotia that vast 
piscatoral wealth for which they were so deservedly famed in the remote past. 

’ I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 


P.S. HAMILTON, 
Inspector of Fisheries, Nova Scotia. 
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APPENDIX No. 12. 


REPORT OF W. H. ROGERS, Ese., FISHERY OFFICER FOR NOVA SCOTIA, 
ON THE YIELD AND VALUE OF FISHERIES, DURING THE SEASON 


OF 1875. 
Amuerst, 31st December, 1875. 


To the Hon. A. J. SMITH, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
ttawa. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit herewith the statistics of the condition and 
production of the fisheries i Nova Scotia for the year 1874, and beg leave to report 
as follows :— 

The returns, | am sorry to say, show a considerable falling off from last year’s, 
amounting in the aggregate to over one million dollars, and this decrease chiefly falls 
upon the following fisheries: mackerel, herring, salmon, cod and lobsters. 

The short catch of salmon may be accounted for by the change in the law, 
which affected this Province by prohibiting the taking of these fish after the 15th of 
August, whereas formerly they could be taken in salt water as late as the 20th of 
October; thus curtailing the legal season by two months. Also, by an error on the 
part of one of the overseers in Inverness County in last year’s returns to me, having 
put in the column of barre!s the number of pounds taken ; making the statistics show 
1,900 barrels of salmon, instead of pounds, and having no means of knowing this fact at 
the time of making out my returns, I transcribed the amount as I found it. 

Mackerel, herring and cod fluctuate greatly im their yield almost every year, 
and are subject to influences in their movements beyond the knowledge of the most 
experienced and intelligent fishermen of the country. 

With reference to herring, however, there is a very general impression among 
fishermen that the bait used by lobster catchers in their traps so contaminate the 
water that herring will not enter the bays where these traps are set. | 

Overseers Anderson and Ryer refer to this fact in their reports, and in this con- 
nection I would most respectfully call your attention to Overseer Tory’s views on 
the lobster fishery. It will also be seen that several overseers are of opinion 
that unless some further check is put upon the catch of these fish, the supply will 
soon be exhausted. I have no hesitation in endorsing these views; these fish being, 
moreover, unwholesome food during the season they shed their shells. Persons living 
in the vicinity of places where lobsters are caught, never think of eating them during 
that season, as they are unpalatable and unwholesome. I state this from my own 

yersonal observation, having lived thirty years in a locality where lobsters were 
abundant. If this be true, why should Government allow of fish to be caught, when 
out of season, to be sent all over the world to ‘be eaten in an unfit condition? The 
- adoption of a close season and a more restrictive policy with regard to these fish will 
not have the effect of putting an improved article on the market, but will preserve 
from destruction a very important branch of industry and commerce. The present 
almost unrestricted mode of conducting this business not only deteriorates the 


quality, but exhausts the supply and overstocks the market.: The sooner lobster 


ackers make up their minds to keep one or two months’ close-time in midsummer, the 
better for them. J am quitesure it will have to come to that, or we may make up 
‘our minds to lose this fishery entirely. : 
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The short yield of cod may be accounted for as follows :—This fishing is pursued 
around the shores of Nova Scotia entirely in open boats which can only remain on 
the fishing grounds during comparatively smooth weather, and as winds this year were 
continuous and heavy during the fishing season, little was done in shore fishing, 

I would also beg to call your attention to what Overseer Ross says with reference 
to trawl fishing. I have no personal knowledge of this mode of fishing, but where- 
ever practised it is generally considered injurious to the fisheries for reasons stated 
by Mr. Ross. 

For some unaccountable reason, not a single barrel of alewives was taken in the 
Margaree this year. This is extraordinary, as there are no obstructions on this 
stream to prevent fish from going up, and also because the river has always heretofore 
produced from two to four thousand barrels yearly. But notwithstanding this 
unusual state of affairs the yield of the Province is about equal to last year’s. While 
Margaree at the’extreme north has produced nothing, the Tusket at the extreme 
south shows the handsome yield of over 5,000 barrels (5,463. bris.), which is nearly 
bouble the quantity taken in 1874, and three times the amount, taken in 1873; thus 
showing a steady and rapid increase as the result of the protection afforded since 1869 
when the law was first put in on this river. It is probable that 10,000 barrels may 
be the yield next year, as its branches and lakes are of sufficient extent to produce these 
fish in almost unlimited quantities. Fifty and sixty years ago several large vessels 
were loaded there yearly, which formed quite an extensive business between Yarmouth 
and the West Indies. And notwithstanding the utterances of certain persons who 
have but a limited knowledge of the rivers of this Province, and granting that fish- 
ladders are not in such an efficient state as they ought to be in some counties, there 
is unquestionably a steady and healthy increase in the protection o® all kinds of 
migratory fish, as shown by comparing the statistics for 1869, 1870 and 1871 with 
those of 1873, 1874 and 1875. The three former years produced in salmon, trout, 
alewives and shad a value of $638,062, while the three latter gave $860,306 ; showing 
an increase of 35 per cent. or $222,244, notwithstanding the falling off during the 
year 1875 as compared with 1874, and the Margaree River yielding no alewives this 
year, while in 1870 the catch amounted to 6,570 barrels. Tad this river produced 
its average yield, as no doubt it will next year; there would have been some $14,000 
to add to the increase of the past three years. Should these figures be correct, and I 
have every reason to believe they are so, they prove that the rivers of this Province 
are fast recovering from the wretched state your Department found them in seven 
years ago. ; 


CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 


Overseer King reports that the western division of this county stands, with some 
exceptions, nearly the same as last year. Salmon were not so plentiful as lust season, 
yet the quantity shows an excess over the average of former years. Shad also 
exhibit a falling off in the quantity taken, but the size of these valuable fish this 
year is so much larger than formerly, that the catch fully comes up to last year's. 
Other fish were about as plentiful as usual, and the same quantities taken, although 
fewer persons were engaged in fishing. It is a difficult thing to convince mill-owners 
to comply with the saw-dust and rubbish regulations; slabs, blocks, and edgings, as @ 
general thing are, however, not allowed to go into streams to any great extent. 
Having made a personal inspection of all streams under his charge, Mr. King reports, 
that, in his opinion, saw-dust has no injurious effect upon the harbours. This is due 
to the extra rise and fall of tide, and consequent rapid flow of water, as well as to the 
rapid descent of streams above tide action. There are, however, deep places in these 
streams where the salmon rest in their ascent, and which are filling up with saw-dust. 
The principal rivers are provided with fish-ways by mill-owners; still there remains 
a good deal to be done. 

Overseer Hingley, who was appointed to replace Mr. Patton, for the eastern 
division of this county, reports as follows:—* River Philip is a difficult stream to 


166 


protect agaidst poachers; its banks on both sides for long distances being covered 
with bushes and second-growth of forest. Having received the necessary permission, I 
engaged Timothy Patton and Wesley Mattinson as night watchers; they did good 
service and efficiently performed their duties. John W. Moore was oppointed Warden 
for this river, vice David Stewart resigned, and has efficiently performed his duty. 

He seized eleven salmon nets this fall. He has about ten miles of river to guard, and 
having to hire assistance, deserves some addition to his salary. The night watchers 

and Warden Fillmore also seized about twenty salmon nets. Salmon were plentiful in 
Shinemicas River and River Philip after the fall reins. One hundred salmon were 
secured from the latter stream for the purpose of supplying spawn to the hatching 
house at Bedford Basin. 

‘In addition to the lobster factory at Pugwash, others were put up at Wallace 
and Tidnish. The latter were in operation only late in the season, but did a good 
business for the short time they worked.” 

Mr. Hingley further remarks that the Fisheries Act forbids the taking of salmon 
after the 15th of August, and as these fish do not go up our rivers until the fall 
rains are over, say during the latter part of September or first of October, it follows 
that the Act becomes vir tually a total prohibition, and deprives numbers of poor 
persons living along the rivers, of what was, to them, an important addition to their 
mode of living; the old reg ulations giving until the 20th October. The Act, as 
applies to the Bay of Fundy and Atlantic shor es, gives the inhabitants of these places 
ample time to secure their supply, whilst, at the same time, protecting the fish. Mr. 
Hin gley suggests that some provision be made so as to have the close scason for 
salmon beginning | ater in the season in the streams of the Straits of Northumberland, 


or in such as are effected in a similar manner to those of the eastern section of . 


Cumberland. 


COLCHESTER COUNTY. 


Overseer Pollock reports that there were not as many shad caught on the lower 
Stewiacke as last year; the water being high when the fish visited this river. Shad 
generally make their appearance in the Stewiacke about the 10th May; going up 
from 15 to 20 miles, and returning by the 1st June, and by the 20th all have left the 
river. Kew salmon were taken for the same reason as above, but after the close 
season, the water being low, a great many fish could be seen moving\up stream, and 
thousands reached their spawing grounds safely. The fish caught in this river are 
chiefly by the inhabit»nts for their own use, and by afew sportsmen. A fish-pass 
been made over the dam on Brookfield Brook. It is presumed to be efficient, but the 
fact has not yet been decidedly ascrtained. 

Overseer Blair advances similar reasons for a small catch of salmon in his district, 
and thinks it also prevented poachers from attempting their depradations. The way 
the law was enforced against these fellows last year, contributed not a little to the 
disappearance of poaching. He also writes that he visited Green Creek, and made a 
thorough examination of that stream. 

Overseer Davison, from the upper Economy district, reports a decrease in the 
quantities of all kinds of fish taken this year. Shad, which is the principal fish 
taken in this locality, were of very fine quality. Mr. Davison further adds that the 
sale cf fresh fish is becoming a better business than formerly, especially in the eastern 
end of his district,where the Intercolonial Railway affords greater facilities for 
. transporting them to different parts of the county than the western enjoys. Some 
improv ements were made in fisb- -ways; a new one having been erected on the 
Portaupique River, and that on Economy "River having been altered. In both cases 
they will prove efficient for the ascent of fish. The law seems to be respected , no 
violations having come under this Overseer’s notice. Mr. Davison hopes the time 
will soon arrive when fishermen will recognize its utility and look upon it as a pro- 
tection rather than an invasion of their rights, 
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HANTS COUNTY. 


Nothing of any importance to report from this County further than the quantity 
of fish taken was about the same as last year’s. 


KINGS COUNTY. 


This county shows about the same yield as last year. Overseer Bishop reports 
the catch of alewives to have been remarkably good, exceeding any of the last six 


years. The catch of other kinds of fish was comparatively fair, with the exception 


of salmon. Mr. Bishop cannot account for this falling off. He writes that after much 


difficulty he succeeded in clearing the river of the jams he referred to in his report 
of last year as being sodetrimental to the fishing interests. That at Calder’s Mills 


still remains, but is provided with a ladder made in accordance with the fishery 
regulations of Nova Scotia. This ladder Mr. Bishop is satisfied will be altogether 
unfit for such a large river as thé Gaspereaux, and does not answer the end designed. 


Consequently it has been determined to have one-third of the river opened at this 


point, when there will be a natural pass for the fish all the way to their spawning 


grounds. 


DIGBY COUNTY. 


Overseer Morehouse reports a falling off in the catéh of this county, but states 
that this is amply compensated by the high prices realized and the ready sales effected. 
Other favourable circumstance have placed fishermen in as good a position as any other 
class of producers in that locality. Mr. Morehouse also reports indications of the 
return of mackerel to the shores of St. Mary’s Bay—these fish having entirely forsaken 
that locality for the past three years. The shad fishery of St. Mary’s Bay has been 
very good, the catch being nearly double that of last year. The salmon fishery at 
Sandy Cove, which was abandoned last year was partially resumed this season, with 
results proving that all that is needed, is proper management to make this a most 

rofitable pursuit. The herring fishery of Digby Basin shows signs of improvement, 
but yet it falls far short of former years. This is much to be regretted, as that part 
of the Basin lying in Annapolis County has been very productive; and no other cause 
ean be assigned for this than the large deposits of sawdust and other deleterious 
matter which are carried down by the waters of Bear River. Mr. Morehouse adds : 
“T have not been an idle spectator while the violators of law were inflicting such 
injuries to our fishermen. The most daring violator of the law is EK. Walsh, of the 
firm of B. Walsh & Co. The aggregate of fines this year against this firm amounts 
to some $500. Warrants have been in the hands of the chief constable since June, 
but by some mysterious influence Walsh has managed to preserve his liberty and his 
money—not a dollar having yet been collected. I regret to have to report the death 


of one of our Wardens, Mr. William Odell.” 


YARMOUTH COUNTY. 


From this county, Overseer Gardner reports a slight falling off in the gross pro- 
duction of the fishery; yet this industry y ras notwithstanding very satisfactory, owing 
to the high prices obtained at home and abroad. Lobster fishing which contributed 
quite an item in last year’s returns, was abandoned this season. Residents are putting 
up an establishment av Lower Argyle, which will be in operation next year, Salmon 
and alewive fishing, on Tusket River, was better than for the last twenty years, par- 
ticularly that for alewives. Old fishermen say they never saw the river so full of 
fish as this year. This happy result must undoubtedly be attributed to the removal 
of weirs from the river and to its being keptclear of obstructions. Overseer Gardner, 
with the assistance of Wardens Hattield and Nickerson, attended closely to the dams 
on Tusket river and its branches, and these streams were free from obstructions to 
the passage of fish, except on Carleton river, where the owners of the mill do not 
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appear willing to comply with the law,thinking something in the shape ofa fish-ladder is 
sufficient. He, in company with Warden Hatfield, visited Carleton Mill on the 31st 
May last, and finding the fish-ladders out of repair, gave the owners notice to open 
the mill gates or dam forthwith. They begged hard to be allowed to repair the 
ladder, stating that a good passage could thereby be made for fish. With this under- 
standing, Mr. Gardner and Mr. Hatfield left, stating at the same time that the latter 
would return in a few days, and that if the ladder worked satisfactorily the order 
would not be enforced. He accordingly visited the mill again on the 7th June, and 
finding the ladders did not give sufficient passage to the fish reported the fact to 
Overseer Gardner, who immediately issued a summons. On the 14th June in con- 
nection with P. S. Hamilton, Esq., Fishery Inspector, Mr. Gardner again visited 
this dam and after remaining about nearly an-hour, saw no fish pass up, although 
the river at the time was full of them. On the 14th June the mill-owners were fined 
twenty dollars and costs, which they paid. They then opened their mill race, 
giving the fish a clear passage for about a week, and large numbers went up. Mr. 
Gardner further writes: ‘This river is a very important one, and from what I see 
of the working of fish-ladders my opinion is that our mill-owners either do not under- 
stand how to put them up, or that they will not give a sufficient pass for fish. [have 
found no difficulty with other mill-owners who have always been willing to open their 
gates to give the fish a free pass, and most of them agree with me that the fish-ladders 
will not do it.” Mr. Gardner seems to have changed his opinion from last year when 
he wrote: ‘I was at Carleton mill dam on the 2nd June, and took with me Warden 
John A. Hatfield. On that day the river below the dam was full of fish, and we had 
a good opportunity of seeing the working of the fish-ladders which had been placed. 
there according to the instructions left by Mr. W. H. Rogers. That day the fish had 
no difficulty in getting up. Ifthe owners of the mill will keep the ladder in as good 
condition during the fishing season of next year it would be all that is required. 

Overseer Gardner recommends the appointment of a Warden at Chegoggin 
River, as an extensive and growing fishery is starting up in that part of the county, 
extending from the county line at Green Cove to Yarmouthtown, and the alewives 
are inereasing on that river, and would still more increase if properly protected. 
The distance is so great from any of the Wardens that it is impossible to have the 
necessary supervision. 


SMELBURNE COUNTY. 


Overseer Ryer reports a falling off in some branches of the fishery this year, 
salmon were scarce; herrings a failure. The net fishermen are of opinion that 
lobster pots being set on spawning grounds keep the herrings out of the bays and 
harbours. There has been a large increase in haddock fishing which makes up for 
the decrease in herrings. Cod and other deep sea fish have been an average catch.. 
There is a marked improvement in some of the rivers. Shelburne River has six dams 
on a distance of 12 miles, all provided with fish-ways. There are no obstructions as 
yet in Birchtown Round Bay and Indian Brook. Clyde River is in a bad condition at 
present. Notwithstanding all the efforts that were made to get these fish over 
Sutherland’s dam the ladder is a failure, and will always be so until the Department 
sends a proper officer to superintend the building of a proper fish-ladder, which can 
only be done in midsummer. Barrington River is one of the best streams in the 
County for alewives. Large quantities of these fish ascend to the Great Lake to 
spawn, a distance of 12 miles from the Warden at Barrington Head, and as there are 
five or six families settled at the lake it is important that a Warden be appointed 
there for the protection of fish. Mr. Ryer speaks of Samuel Nickerson, who lives 
at the lake, as a good man for the office, who would attend to the duties for a small 
salary. Mr. Ryer had to travel 60 miles last June to destroy a fish-trap on this 
river. There are two lumbering establishments on the Jordan River, and a large 
quantity of sawdust and mill rubbish have been allowed to fall in it, which has the: 
effect of keeping alewives and salmon from entering and going up. 


‘ 
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QUEEN’S COUNTY. 


Overseer S. T. N. Sellon, reports as follows:—“ Fishing was not a success this - 
season, but there are good indications for the future. Herrings and mackerel were 
in abundance, but did not come into the harbours and bays; and for want of bait, line 
fishing was very poor. Although the catch of alewives on the Medway River was 
small, yet it can be reported upon favourably. The first run of alewives came earlier 
than usual and ascended the river without obstruction. The second school, in June, 
was moderately good; and that two runs of fish went up this river is inferred from 
the fact that large numbers of young fish, about a finger’s length, came down in 
August, and in October many young fish about two inches long were also noticed in 
the ponds and still, waters, going to sea. It is a source of gratification to report that 
an ordinary supply of these fine fish were taken many miles up the river, a circum- 
stance unknown for many years. Salmon arrived in February, and in March went up 
the river unmolested, excepting by rod and line fishing and by Indians. The second. 
run of salmon in this river, or the June school, seemed to keep the channel of the 
stream, and as the fish-passes were all in excellent order there is no doubt a good 
number went up the river. In June an Indian killed at Ponhook with rod and line 
a twenty-two pound salmon, and as the sca-lice were still on him, it is conclusive 
proof that he was but a few hours from salt water. On the last day of May many 
young salmon came from the breeding pools and went to sea. An equally favourable 
report cannot be made on Medway River. Salmon came in late, and not in abund- 
ance; but in October, after the fishing season was over, the harbour was alive with 
fish of a large size. Alewives were late coming in, but were abundant. At Robinson’s 
Brook and Port Joli alewives have largely increased, and Mr. Robinson says he 
expects more profit in a few years from the fish than from his mill. He also says & 
good supply of young fish went tosea in August, and was surprised when I showed 
him in October plenty of fish about two inches long in the smooth waters above his 
dam. Tais is a proof that two runs of fish went to this brook. Similar favourable 
reports from Stewart's Brook, at Port Mouton, where alewives have much increased 
since this stream has been under the control of the Fishery Laws, and a more efficient 
ladder placed here during the present season. Lobsters were an ordinary catch 
during the first part of the season, but the fish were small, not much over the size 
required by law. The factory people observed the law; but as these establishments 
are situated at the extreme ends of the county and the fishing being around the 
shores, it occasions a large amount of expensive travelling to prevent fishermen from. 
violating the law. 

Fish-ways on Medway River are very good. This is proved by the fact that fish 
went up to the head waters in large numbers. Some of these structures, however, 
require improvements, but mill-owners decline doing so on the pretence that 
they were approved of by the Inspector of Fisheries so soon as they were made. A 
very fine and efficient ladder was built at the Tanaock dam this summer by direction 
of Mr. W. H. Rogers. The salmon spawning beds on the Brookfield, Pleasant and 
Westfield Rivers, and at Wild Cat, will be carefully looked after by the Wardens. 
When these beds were last visited the water was too high to enable to judge of the 
number of fish on them, but it is stated that a great many salmon went up. The law 
is generally well complied with. One man was fined for interfering with the Warden, 
but being very poor, with a family of young children who would have suffered had the 
father been sent to gaol, and as the chief object was to protect the Warden, the fine 
was allowed to remain in abeyance.” 

This very efficient officer closes his report with these remarks: ‘ While 
my report does not show a good cash value for this year, appearances are 
in favour of an increase in the yield of the inland fishery for the future. I 
carefully attended to the ‘nterests of this fine county, with its very many 
mills anddams during the season as my diary willshow, and find the work has 


largely increased.” 
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LUNENBURG COUNTY. 


From the western district of this county, Overseer Jost reports a falling off in 
the yield of the fisheries as compared with the returns of last year. The decrease 
appears to be in the in-shore fisheries of all kinds, especially those of mackerel and 
herring. The Labrador cod-tishing, also, was poor, yielding less than half fares to 
the vessels engaged. Fortunately but few were so employed this year. The 
‘decrease in the lobster-canning returns accounts for more than half the falling off’ ; 
above mentioned. There is no doubt that this business has been overdone and run 
down. The continual taking from the same grounds, without heeding time or 
regulations to effectually protect the spawning fish, has done and is doing its work. 
Formerly, the bulk of the lobsters brought in were from one and a half pounds each 
upwards; the average being two and two and one-half pounds. Now the bulk 
landed are only about the legal nine inches in length, from tip of nose to end of tail. 
The lobster establishment at Chester closed about the middle of the season this year. 
“The catch of salmon and alewives was small. 

A new fish-ladder has been placed in the dam of the gang mill, on Keddy’s River. 
‘The obstruction formerly existing in Petite Riviére, near Conquerall Bridge, to which 
allusion was made in a former report, has been removed this year by means of a 
small grant of money from the Department, expended by James E. Hebb, now 
appointed a Warden for that district. He is instructed to be particular in preventing 
a recurrence of similar obscructions from mill rubbish and sawdust. | 

From the eastern district of this county, Overseer Redden reports a general <¢ 
‘decrease in the yield. Salmon were prevented from coming in-shore by the ice. 
Lobsters are on the decrease, owing to the destruction of small ones by fishermen, to 
evade the law. The catch of other fish is small, but this was partly compensated by 
_ the returns from Labrador. Gold River branch promises a good yield of alewives ; 
and, with proper attention, the rivers of this division will yield an ample supply of 
fish. ‘The fishery laws being new in this county, it is difficult for the officers to carry 
them out as well as they should be. The rivers, however, are in good working order, 
excepting Mushamush and Middle River Branch, which are obstructed by sawdust 
and natural causes. Martin’s River was cleared up to the spawning grounds, and 
will be one of the best rivers iu this division for gasperaux and salmon. Mushamush 
has a fish-way in good working order; but if sawdust is allowed to remain in the 
river, there cannot be a great increase of fish in that stream. There are some small 
streams in this district which require attention, such as Narrow’s Brook, K:uback’s 
Brook and Little Hast River. Salmon nets, under the Nova Scotia law, were so 
numerous that it became almost impossible for fish to ascend the rivers; and Indians 
dipping during the night, destroyed the fish that succeeded in clearing the nets. The 
‘dipping cannot be prevented, unless night watchers be placed on the rivers, the 
vigilance of Wardens being insufficient to enforce the law. The bag, stake and floor 
nets, which used to be set too near the mouths of rivers, were a great hindrance to 
salmon entering them. These obstructions have been removed, and the fish have now 
a chance of reaching their spawning grounds. Overseer Redden also suggests that 
Middle River Branch, as well as the small streams above mentioned, receive the 
attention of the Department. 

HALIFAX COUNTY. 


Overseer Anderson reports from the eastern district of this county that, having 
had complaints made to him of the fish-pass at Moser’s River being useless, as no 
fish could pass through it, he had to make six trips to that locality before he got the 
matters finally arranged. On his first visit the fact was fully apparent that the old 
fish-way was inefficient; and owing to ice on the dam and high water it was not 
until the third visit that repairs could be commenced. A difficulty then arose with 
the mill-owners as to whom should bear the cost of constructing the new fish-way, 
they having, in the mean time, torn down the old one, which had been built under 
the instructions of his predecessors, who had passcd it as sufficient. The fish being 
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swarming to get up, there was no time to communicate with the proper authorities. 
Mr. Anderson, therefore, pledged himself to obtain from the Government one-half 
the amount of cost of construction; and, failing in this, he will, to a certain extent, 
be liable. Upon the recommendation of Mr. Simonson, the Company’s Agent, 
Luson Bayer, of Musquodoboit, an experienced mechanic, was engaged to do the 
veer and had to visit the place twice before it could be commenced; hence the 
eharge. 

® On the 12th July complaint was made of a dam with an insufficient fish-way, ten 


miles up the Tangier; a distance of thirty-eight miles. Complaints also having 


been made of poaching and obstructions on the Keum Secum river, at the extreme 
east end of this division, another visit had to be made to that locality. A change of 
Wardens at Mosher’s river, and to include this stream in his district would 
remedy some of the troubles. Mr. Anderson having visited the locality in question 
found matters all wrong and the place isolated; the parties were poor and pleaded 
ignorance of the law. Having done the best he could, he returned. These matters 
will be remedied next year. Mr. Anderson further reports: “ By special directions 
of the Commissioner of Fisheries, I joined Mr. Rogers in Halifax, and with him 
visited every river in my district. My sixth and last trip was commenced on the 
3rd December, but the fishermen being chiefly in Halifax with their fish, I had to 
return for a few days. Since then I have been solely engaged taking an account of 
the fish, &c. I regret to say there is more poaching on the Musquodoboit than on all 
the other rivers in my district. This river is in every way adapted for spearing, 
being thickly settled to the head waters. I have recommended two additional 
Wardens for this stream. It is sad to notice the wholesale slaughter of salmon on 
this river when these fish are altogether unfit for use. I proposed dispensing with a 
Warden at the Harbour, but find when my presence is not required here I am called 
away to some other place, and without efficient Wardens it is impossible to carry out 
the law. I have the good-will and assistance of the well-thinking portion of the 
community, and have endeavoured to make everyone understand that the law is a 
benefit, not to be dreaded. Last year I refrained from giving an opinion on lobster 
fishing; this season I have given it my special attention. I considered it necessary 
that there be a special Act prohibiting the throwing of offals of lobster factories into 
the water, as it is positively detrimental both to the salmon and herring fishing, 
neither frequenting polluted waters. Complaints were made to me that the traps, 
trawls and boats engaged in catching lobsters are injurious to the coast fishing, par- 
ticularly that of salmon. For the protection of lobsters I would recommend that no 
lobsters be caught after the 3lst July. To carry out the present law is next to 
impossible, unless there be a Warden for each factory. In most of the districts 
during fall fishing most of the lobsters are under size. I am happy to state that 
during my experience of over forty years I have never seen fishermen more 
thoroughly contented and apparently better provided for winter. There has been a 
failure in net fishing, but line fishing was better and the high prices secured gave 
the true reward to the industrious.” 

Overseer Fitzeerald reports a falling off of one-third on last year’s catch in the 
eastern district. Codfishing was good, but the mackerel and herring were less and 
the salmon were scarce. Spring being stormy, fishermen could not keep their nets 
in good order. In Margaret’s Bay, one of the finest fishing grounds in the Province, 
the fishery was almost a total failure. In former years there was always a large 
number of salmon, mackerel ond herring taken, but at present they seem to have left 
the Bay. 

PICTOU COUNTY. 


Overseer Graham, reports fishing in the rivers and along the coast of his district 
to have been a failure this year. The fish-ladders on nearly all of the streams were 
more or less damaged by the ice ; some being carried away entirely. Most of them 
were repaired. There were no violations of the fishery regulations reported, except 
on East River, where three nets and one canoe were confiscated. These nets were 
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set by miners, who were fined a small sum by the Stipendiary Magistrate, it being 

their first offence. There appears to be a general desire on the part of the inhabitants 

to respect the law. , : 
Overseer John McDonald reports a further falling off of all kinds of fish, 


particularly salmon, in the eastern division of this country. Last year, the cause 


assigned for this decrease was the cold and backward spring and the strong south 


easterly winds which prevailed. The same cause is assigned this year, with this. 


difference, that. the winds were southerly and westerly and of greater force, thus 
preventing the fish from striking in-shore. At the spawning season, the rivers were 
in a more favourable condition than last year, the water being higher. Greater 
numbers of the fish undoubtedly ascended to the spawning beds. Harly in the close: 
season, as usual, some persons attempted to infringe the law, but sharp personal 
supervision stopped the practice, and salmon were left comparatively free to ascend 
the rivers. An early visit to the several rivers, anda warning to mill-owners, has 
had the beneficial effect of making these persons more careful in keeping sawdust 
and mill rubbish out of streams. | 

Overseer McDonald farther says that the unfavourable state of matters referred 
to at the close of his last report, respecting parties netting salmon at offings or mouths 
of harbours and at the outlet of rivers while the fish are ascending to their spawning 
beds, has been happily obviated by the change in the law so admirably meeting the 
case. He had to enforce obedience to the new regulations in a few cases, when the 


parties pleaded ignorance of the change. Mr. McDonald hopes for favourable results 


from the change in the law in future seasons. 
ANTIGONISH COUNTY. 
From this county Overseer Alex. McDonald reports no material difference from 


last year, with the exception of salmon fishing, which has been very good. Salmon 
seem to be increasing in the waters of this county, and as they command a 


ready market, fishermen begin to devote their attention almost exclusively to. 


these fish. 

Mackerel were very abundant, and of good quality, but refused bait ; consequently 
the number of barrels taken was small. No violations of the fishery law came under 
the notice of the Overseer. Returns from this county do not show the amount of fish 
caught in its waters, as vessels from other places fish near the shores and dispose of 
their cargoes elsewhere. 


GUYSBOROUGH COUNTY. 


Overseer James A. Tory reports very favourably from this county for the pres 
ent year. There has been a large increase in his district over the past in almost 
every kind of fish, especially in codfish, mackerel and lobsters. Altogether it proved 
a prosperous season to most persons engaged in fishing. rom the increase in lob- 
ster-canning establishments along the coast there is no doubt but this fishery will in 
a few years be materially injured and finally destroyed unless proper precautions be 
taken to protect it. The present year has given ample proof of over-fishing bythe 
immense quantity sent to the markets, besides the destruction in catching so many 


. small and soft-shell fish during the warm weather in summer. Mr. Tory is credibly — 


informed that fully one-third of the lobsters caught between 1st August and 10th Sep- 
tember die before reaching the canning establishment, owing to the effect of the 
atmosphere upon the soft shell which a large portion have at that period, thereby 
becoming useless for canning, and consequently have to be thrown away. The flesh 
at this season of the year is so light and shrunk that it takes three times the number 
of lobsters to make the same weight as in May and June. Mr. Tory in consideration 
of the above facts, and for the ultimate benefit of all parties interested, recommends 
that a restriction be placed upon the catching of lobsters during the above-named. 


period, feeling sure that both packers and fishermen will benefit thereby. If the 
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ane system be continued the fishery must be destroyed and the manufacturers who 
ave capital invested in the business will be compelled to remove to other places, and 
fishermen will thus be deprived of what is now a valuable source of income and 
means of support to them and their families, besides the loss to the Dominion of so 
large an article of export. Mr. Tory also recommends that lobsters of a smaller size 
than ten inches in length, instead of nine inches, as under the present regulations, be 
not allowed to be caught. There were no violations of law of any importance regarding 
the river fisheries, and from all the information that can be gathered, Mr. Tory 
believes that the fish frequenting the rivers under his charge are steadily increasing. 


RICHMOND COUNTY. 
Overseer E. H. Ballam reports that the coast fisheries of his division were success- 


ful this season; haddock and herring showing an increase over the catch of last year 
Alewives and salmon remain about thesame. Lobster fishing was very productive. 


The fall catch of mackerel has been a failure, owing to the boisterous weather in 


November, which resulted in a loss of nets, and prevented boats from attending to 
such nets as stood the weather, although the fish were plenty on the coast. Asa 
whole, fishermen were successful, and good prices were obtained. A large quantity 
was sold for bait. No complaints were made relative to the river fisheries in Mr. 
Ballam’s district this year. 

D. Cameron, Overseer for the eastern division of this county, reports that while 
there has been a slight falling off in the catch of some kinds of fish there is a large 
increase in the aggregate over the yield of last year. The most notable increase was 
in cod and cod-oil ; the increase in cod being two thonsand quintals over that of last 
year, and the excess of oil about ene thousand gallons. Fishermen consequently 
reaped a more plentiful harvest this year than last. The high prices obtained 
materially assisted in bringing about this desirable state of things. Mr. Cameron 
reports no violations of the law in his district. 


CAPE BRETON COUNTY. 


Mr. McDonald, one of the Overseers of this county, reports that the rivers are 
well stocked with fish on their way totheir spawning grounds, easily passing the fish- 
ways. The catch of mackerel and herring was considerably below the average; these 
fish not appearing to near the shores as previously. Oodfish yielded more than of late 
years, and the fishermen prosecuted their work in right down earnest. Lobster 
factories at Main-A-Dieu and Gabarus did not make a very profitable summer, owing 
partly to depression in that branch of business, and partly to the large catch of 
codfish, which yielded greater profits to fishermen. The factory at Louisburg was 
closed last fall. and continued so since. The people are beginning to understand the 
laws and regulations, and consequently pay them more respect. 

Overseer Barrington reports a slight increase in cod and herring fishing of his 
district ; while there has been about the same quantity of other fish taken as last year, 
although more vessels, boats and men were engaged in thisoceupation. Mr. Barring- 
ton complains that there are not so many herrings taken now as in former years, and 
ascribes as a cause to this falling off that, in former years, the nets were of so small 
a mesh that the fish dropped out and covered the spawning ground with dead herrings 
causing those which came for the purpose of spawning to proceed to cleaner and 
better grounds outside the district. Should this be the real cause, it has now been 
remedied by having the nets used all of a proper and uniform size; and it is to be 
hoped that this and other precautions which may be found conducive to the object 
will revive this important branch of industry. A good many vessels were fishing on 
the coast this season, but they did not catch anything. The fish were plenty but 
they would not bite. Mr. Barrington reports very favourably on the dispositions 
of the inhabitans to respect the law, and says he never has any trouble with fisher- 
men and mill-owners. He has but to tell what is required according to law, and 
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everything is done as it should be. He made several trips on Sundays to the different 
fishing grounds to see if nets were set, but never detected any illegal proceedings. 

Overseer Francis Quinan, on comparison of the years, finds a balance in favour of 
last. Salmon and mackerel were short this year; but on the other hand there was 
an increase of herring, codfish, haddock and smelts. Of the fine run of herrings which 
used to visit Sydney River annually between the Ist and 20th of July, there has not 
been a trace seen this season. A jam on Black Brook caused a good deal of trouble, 
and after vainly endeavouring to get the free assistance of neighbours, Mr. Quinan 
had to make a small outlay, the details of which have been forwarded to the Depart- 
ment. Mr. Quinan also reports having had a fish-ladder erected on another of the 
principal streams. Also, that but one case of poaching came under his notice, but. 
that he was unable to secure proof to convict the offender. 


VICTORIA COUNTY. 


Overseer Donald McRae, Jr., reports quite an improvement regarding salmon: 
rivers of his district ; larger numbers of these fish visiting them at spawning time 
from year to year. This cheering result is undoubtedly due to the wise system of” 
protection which the provisions of the law supply. There is now no further occasion 
to doubt that this source of wealth is fast recovering. Almost every Warden reports. 
favourably on the steady improvement of their respective districts. The public in 
general now realize the fact that a strict observance of the law is conducive to their 
own interests ; hence there is less difficulty in enforcing its provisions. Net fishing” 
was not good during the first part of the season, but improved later, and on the whole- 
it turns out nearly an average catch. i 


INVERNESS COUNTY. 


From the western division of this county, Overseer John Cameron reports the 
catch of all kinds of fish as being less this year than last. There were no violations 
of the law brought under his notice. Some of the Wardens are doing their duty well, 
but this Overseer regrets others do not show the attendance their offices require.. 
Some difficulty was at first experienced with proprietors of mills in compelling them 
to keep sawdust and rubbish out of the rivers; but after being threatened with fines. 
boxes were made and this nuisance mostly done away with. Mr. Cameron reports. 
the following rivers without Wardens, viz.: “Graham’s, McDonald’s, McDougall’s,. 
and Little Judique River; also two rivers at Whychogomah.” A good fish-way was 
built at S. E. Mabou by Mr. Benjamin Worth; but that put up by Mr. Colin Chisholm 
at S. W. Mabou is but a miserable affair and will require improvements. At River 
Inhabitants, Mr. Donald Cameron, who refuses to comply with the law in this respect 
will have to be dealt with. 

Mr. A. Ross, Overseer for the northern division, reports the catch of codfish at 
some stations as larger than last year, and at others a shade lower; but on the whole 
an average yield. But for the unusually stormy fall, the probability is that this 
district would have experienced one of the most successful seasons ever known for 
codfish. Mackerel and herring were scarce, amounting almost to a total failure. A 
few salmon were caught along shore, but in the Margaree River they were scarce. 
Sportsmen visiting this locality from the Provinces and United States were much 
disappointed. Canning of salmon in former years gave employment to several 
persons, and amply remunerated those engaged in the business ; but this year the 
factories were closed in consequence of the scarcity of fish. The alewive fishery was 
a total failure this year, no cause being assigned to it. Overseer Ross reports upon 
trawl fishing in the bays and along the shores as follows: “After a very careful 
investigation of the subject I have come to the conclusion that it is a very great 
injury to the fisheries of our coast, for the following reasons, viz.: trawls are set on 
Saturday and left so during Sunday; many fish disengage themselves from the 
trawls, and in several instances are so cut and mangled as to die in the water. 
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Another evil from the result of trawl fishing is the practice of cleaning the fish taken 
wherever the trawls are set. Some of the oldest fishermen in this county tell me 
that the codfish spawn in these bays and along these shores. If this is true, and I 
have no reason to doubt it, the sooner that mode of fishing be abolished the better for 
our country, because it is not the people of our Provinces that derive the most 
benefit from trawl fishing, but the Americans. Just imagine a fleet of forty vessels, 
fitted out with five trawls each, and five or six hundred hooks on each trawl ; how 
quick they will sweep the fishing grounds of all kinds, taking the spawn or mother 
fish with the rest.” Mr. Ross speaks favourably of the Wardens of his division. 
Although they had little to do this year, yet he is satisfied they are determined to per- 
form their duty. There was only one case of violation of the law, but for want of sufficient 
evidence the guilty party was not convicted. A number of saw mills were built 
during the year in this district, to which proper boxes have been attached under the 
supervision and direction of Overseer Ross, for the purpose of preventing sawdust 
and other rubbish from going on the water. There appears to be another nuisance 
which the law does not provide against; the chaff and shelling from grist mills being 
allowed to drift in the streams and rivers. 


SEPCIAL REPORT ON THE WANTS AND STATE OF FISH-WAYS IN THE 
WESTERN COUNTIES OF NOVA SCOTIA. 


Early in the month of July last I received instructions from P.S. Hamilton, Esq. 
Inspector of Fisheries for Nova Scotia to make a tour of the Counties of Cumberland, 
Colchester and Pictou. Before I had gone over these counties, however, I was 
instructed to meet the Commissioner of Fisheries in Halifax, from whom I received 
instructions to inspect Halifax, Lunenburg, Queen’s, Shelburne, Annapolis, King’s, 
Hants and Pictou Counties, which I proceeded to do, and beg most respectfully to 
report as follows :— : 


CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 


Wallace River, formerly one of the finest salmon and trout streams in this 
county, has been completely ruined by mill-dams. It had been exempted from the 
operation of the Fishery Laws by the local authorities, under the Nova Scotia Act; 
but as this Act was repealed last winter, I compelled the owner of the two lower _ 
dams to eonstruct good ladders, and as there are a few stray fish still in the river, I 
hope they will find their way up stream. With a little assistance from the hatching 
house at Bedford Basin this stream may again become as productive as it was in 
former years, especially as the lumbering facilities thereon have been exhausted. It 
will be necessary to appoint a Warden on this stream. The mill dam at Oxford on 
the River Philip being entirely constructed of brush and gravel it was found very 
difficult to construct a proper fish-pass and have it fastened so that the ice will not 
take it away in the spring. Last year one fish-pass was built under the mill, but the 
fish for some unaccountable reason will not take to it, and another will have to be 
constructed next summer on the opposite side of the river. There are fish-passes on 
the two dams next above Oxford. The fish-way on Brownell’s dam on{the Shinemicas 
River was carried away by freshets. I notified the proprietors last summer to put up 
another, but the matter has not been attended to, and the water being too high when 
I returned home this fall to have one built, I will see toit inthe spring. A Warden 
is much needed on the Pugwash River in this county. This stream was formerly a 
good alewive river, and although much reduced by abuse and neglect, sufficient fish 
still enter it to give hopes of its being enabled to be restocked with proper care. 

The ladders in the western part of this county are in good order. One or two of 
them may require some improvements next summer. I will more fully attend to this 


matter next spring when the fish are in the river. F 
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The close time for salmon fishing under the present amended Fisheries Act 
being from 15th August to 1st March amounts almost ‘o a prohibition for the rivers 
emptying into the Strait of Northumberland, as the fish do not enter them until the 
latter part of September. I think some regulations might be made to allow the in- 
habitants to take fish under certain restrictions till the 15th October, as they do not» 
spawn until after the 1st of November. | 

Mill-owners were notified that the statute against sawdust will be enforced next 
summer, and I expect a general compliance with the law whenever it can be done. 


COLCHESTER COUNTY. 


The fish-ways in this county are in good order, and the fish can ascend without 
any difficulty. A new fish-pass was put on the lower dam of Waugh’s River last 
summer, and is working well. Previous to the enforcement of the amended Fisheries 
Act, salmon were caught on the sea shores with nets, and were thus wholly prevented 
from entering fresh water. This caused great dissatisfaction among the upper 
people ; but the present law rectified all that, and the people are now satisfied. 
There were more salmon on Waugh’s River this season than for the past fifteen years. 
Not a single case of poaching was detected, a state of things never known here before. 
The new fish-way in Balfour’s mill-dam is a good one; the fish ascending to the 
spawning grounds without any difficulty, and no doubt that in a very few years salmon 


will be abundant. 
HALIFAX COUNTY. 


I made a pretty thorough inspection of this County, and found the fish-passes 
generally in a good state. At Lawrence Town the new aboideau built there obstruct- 
ing the passage of fish at certain times of tide; I had a hole one foot square cut 
through one of the gates which will, I hope, remove the difficulty. There were some 
complaints made that fishermen were in the habit of setting nets entirely across the 
outlet of Porter’s Lake and thus catch all the fish. This rumour was found to to be but 
partially true, and the local Fishery Overseer, Mr. Anderson, will settle this matter 
in the spring so that no further trouble need be anticipated. Alewives and shad 
were unable to pass up stream through the fish-pass at Musquodoboit, although salmon 
went very well when the water was not too high. This difficulty was subsequently 
removed by making certain improvements pointed out by the Commissioner of 
Fisheries. | 

The fish-way on B. Young & Co.’s dam at Ship Harbor, admits of alewives and trout 
passing up stream over a dam eighteen feet high. Such being the case there can be 
no difficulty for salmon to pass also, as there is plenty of water for the purpose. Some 
persons contend that salmon do not go up; if this be true it is unaccountable, as no 
better pass can be constructed than the one in question. A new fish-way was built on 
the only dam across the Tangier River, situated ten miles in the woods. I examined 
it and found it good, and think that fish ought to go up without any difficulty. It 
was constructed under Mr. Anderson’s directions, and differs a little from the model 
supplied by the Department, although I am inclined to think the difference will be an 
improvement. The fish-way on Chisholms and McFarlane’s dam at Sheet Harbour isa 
good structure when kept in proper order. When I went there I found it in a bad 
state of repairs, but had it set right at once. About two hundred dollars should be 
expended on the west branch of this river in blasting and clearing away the rocks 
on the falls to improve the passage of fish up stream; it is a fine river, and that 
amount would be well invested in improving it. 

The new fish-way on the dam across Mosher’s River, built under Mr. Anderson’s 
direction, is a good one, and fish of all kinds can ascend it easily. There is a good 
natural pass at Heum Secum River, and no artificial one needed. Mill-owners in Hast 
Halifax were notified against violating the statute relative to saw dust and mill 
rubbish, and that offenders will be proceeded against next Spring. I have no doubt 
the law wili_be generally observed. 
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Good fish-ways have been put on all the dams on Indian and Ingraham Rivers by 
Messrs. Toda & Polley and Duncan & Webber, proprietors of the mills there, and 
their sawdust and mill rubbish is being legally disposed of. A fish-pass has also been 
constructed at Hubbart’s Cove, which, I think, will answer, although it is not exactly 
as it should be. It will require fully two hundred dollars to open a proper passage 
for fish on the Nine Mile River, at Margaret’s Bay. The small mill at the Negro 
settlement, on the Margaret’s Bay Road, has not been provided with a ladder yet. I 
could not see the owner when there, he being from home, but will have it attended 
to in the spring. Sackville River requiring a grant of money from the Government 
to remove certain obstructions to the ascent of fish the question of passes was allowed 
to stand over until next summer, when the mill-owners will construct proper ones. 
There is an unobstructed passage for tish up the Shubenacadie River to the Lakes, 
but the river is over-crowded with nets during the fishing season. Overseer O’Brien, 
whose jurisdiction »now extends to the Halifax County line, will look sharp after 
poachers. 

LUNENBURG COUNTY. 


I found the fish-ladders in this county mostly in good condition. That on 
Mushamush River is built strictly according to directions given; still, I think, it will 
answer the purpose. I deem it necessary to place night guardians on Gold and one 
or two other rivers in this county in order to prevent poaching. There are good 
ladders on Davison’s two dams, on the Lahave. The new one built last year on the 
lower dam is good, but the old one on the same dam, near shore, has been allowed to 
go out of repair. The river is so wide here that both ladders ought to be kept in 
good repair. I caysed a new fish-way to be constructed on Cook’s dam, next above 
Davison’s. There is so much lumbering done on this river that I fear the fish will 
not have much chance to increase for some years to come. During the fishing season 
the river is filled with logs from twenty to thirty miles, and so closely packed that 
fish can scarcely get through them. The obstruction on the Petite River was 
removed, and fish can now ascend the stream without any difficulty 


QUEEN’S COUNTY. 


The Medway River is in good condition as regards fish-passes, and poaching is 
not now carried on as itused tobe. The fish are rapidly increasing. The Liverpool 
River, I am sorry to say, is not doing so well, although the passes are good, but on 
account of their being located at one side of the river only a portion of the fish are 
unabled to find them, and as the stream is a large one additional fish-ways have to be 
provided. Mr. Ford, the local Fishery Warden, was employed to construct one on 
the middledam. One was also built on the lower dam, but before it was finished the 
water rose so high that the work had to be suspended until spring. Both of these 
ladders could have been put in at the same time had they not required Mr. Forde’s 
personal inspection while being built. The completed one is a very superior struc- 
ture, and I have no doubt will last for many years. Mr. Sellon is an active officer. 
He looks well after poachers and sees that the lawis faithfully carried out. The 
sawdust question in this county is a very important one to mill-owners, involving 
them in a very heavy expense to have removed it or disposed of otherwise than by 
letting it fall into the rivers. They have been given until next summer to make 
such preparations as may be found necessary to enable them to comply with the law. 
They are informed that after this date, unless otherwise instructed, the law will be 
enforced. 

SHELBURNE COUNTY. 


With one or two exceptions, fish-ways in this county are in a very unsatisfactory 
state. At Jordan River there is a very good pass for fish around the end of the 
lower dam, but the ladder of the upper one had been torn out by the ice, and the 
water kept too high when I was there to have it repaired. Nothing can be done to it 
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until next summer. There is a good pass for alewives around the end of the dam on 
the Roseway River, but it does not answer for salmon, and the ladder will have to be 
repaired next year. The passes on the Clyde River are of little use ; they were not 
properly. built or located, and will have to be rebuilt next year. Mill-owners have 
been informed that persons throwing sawdust or mill rubbish in the rivers next year. 
will be dealt with as the law directs. The water being too high in the rivers to 
allow of any repairs being done to fish-ladders, I did not proceed to Yarmouth and 
Digby, but returned to Halifax, in order to see that my instructions as to the con- 
struction of proper ladders were properly carried out, and to enable me to report on 
the work done, as directed by the Commissioner of Fisheries. 


ANNAPOLIS COUNTY. 


I visited Mr. Morton’s new mill on the Annapolis River, but the water was so 
high that I could not see the fish-way, built under Mr. Carty’s direction; it being 
entirely under water. I doubt very much whether it will be of any use, because if 
properly built, it ought not at any time to be entirely covered with water. The 
ladder put on Mr. Beal’s mill-dam, next above Morton’s, under my direction, isa good 
one, and fish easily ascend it. There is also a ladder on a dam above the Nictaux 
Falls, built under Mr. Carty’s directions, but it was covered with water so that £ 
could not see it. I think, however, that it requires some improvements. IJnstruc- 
tions to the Overseer in this county having issued from the Department some three 
or four years ago, to enforce the clauses of the Fisheries’ Act, relative to saw dust and 
mill rubbish, mill-owners are keeping most of their stuff out of the streams. 


KING'S COUNTY. 


Only one river in this county is obstructed by mill dams—the Gasperaux—and 
Overseer Bishop looks sharply after it. The only dam now obstructing this river 
has a good fish-way on it, but it will require some repairs next summer. 


HANTS COUNTY. 


The fish-ways in Hants are all efficient, so far as I could judge without seeing 
the fish go up. The law relative to fish-passes was not enforced on the St. Croix 
River by Mr. Venning’s directions, some years ago, and my own opinion is that it 
will be difficult to keep fish-ways in the dams on this river, owing to heavy ice 
freshets, and on account of the dams being very high. Fish-passes were built some 
five or six years ago, but were carried away next spring. Mr. Venning thereupon 
instructed Mr. Burnham to let things remain as they were until further orders. 


PICTOU COUNTY. 


Fish-ways in this county are a good deal out of repair. Those on the River John 
are entirely torn away, and will require to be re-built next summer. 

The Provincial Officer, who ought to know more about the construction and 
location of fish-ladders than the local Overseers, should if at all possible visit each 
ladder once a year to see that they are kept all right, and know for himself when and 
where changes and improvements are required. 

I am convinced that on most of the large streams a second, and in some cases a 
third ladder would be of great advantage, as a portion only of the fish seem to find 
the entrance on wide rivers—like the Lahave in Lunenburg, or the Mersey in Queen’s. 
A thorough investigation on the state of fish-ways throughout the province of Nova 
Scotia should be had next summer, and I would strongly recommend that the 
inspecting officer, whoever he may be, should have a conveyance under his own 
control provided for him, and thus be enabled to visit all the streams, dams, &c., &c., 
much cheaper than by public conveyance, whilst he would also have plenty of leisure 
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to oversee the construction or examine the working of the passes, and be enabled 
to visit more readily the remote places—and in fact have more time at his disposal to 
make himself fully acquainted with the requirements of the district he visits. [I am 
sorry I could not leave earlier in the season ; more of the dams would have been sup- 
plied with improved ladders before-the fall rains began. I*would also recommend 
that the inspecting officer should commence his tour next year early in May, in 
order to follow the fish to the eastward, and thus see for himself where the ladders 
require improvement. 

Alewives enter the rivers several weeks earlier at Yarmouth than they do in 
Cape Breton. The officer should, therefore, begin there. 

The local fishery regulations in several counties will also require amendments; 
and it will be necessary to fix the boundaries between fresh and salt water, under the 
Fisheries Act; net-fishing being prohibited in fresh water on most of the large rivers. 
Proper attention to these and other matters, as well as a more accurate knowledge 
of the requirements of the fisheries, will we'l repay the eexpense ofa tour throughout 
the whole Province. There is yet much to be learned, as well as much to be done 
in the way of improving the fisheries of the country. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


W. H. ROGERS, 
Fishery ‘Officer. 
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RECAPITULATION 
Of the Yield of the Fisheries of Nova Scotia during the year 1875. 


Kinds of Fish. Quantities. Prices. Value. 
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APPENDIX No. 14. 


REPORT OF W. H. VENNING, ESQ., INSPECTOR OF FISHERIES FOR THE 
PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK, FOR THE YEAR 1875. 


Sr. Jouy, N. B., 31st December, 1875. 
Hon. A. J. SMITH, | 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 

Sir,—The reports and returns of the local fishery officers show a falling off in the , 
total catch of last season as compared with that of the previous one. This decline is 
almost wholly attributable to the very small catch of salmon, which has been 
universal this year. Similar reports of a partial failure of the salmon fishery reach us 
from Europe, and is attributed to some natural causes not yet understood. 


RESTIGOUCHE COUNTY. 


The opening of the season was very unfavourable for salmon fishing, owing to 
high freshets which prevented the setting of nets as early as usual. Overseer 
Ferguson reports that in the lower part of the river the largest run of fish passed 
up before nets could be set. The low price offered for salmon no doubt had a discourag- 
ing effect on the exertions of many fishermen, but still all accounts agree in reporting 
a very bad season for salmon in this county. Overseer McMillan states that he 
found it impossible to get full returns, and expresses his conviction that many fisher- 
men did not give more than two-thirds of their actual catch. At present there are no 
means of compelling fishermen to give sworn statements of their catch, and short 
returns are made to avoid paying the tax. The low prices obtained for canned lobsters 
this season has caused a large decline in the pursuit of this fishery. 


GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 


In the upper part of this county, Overseer Hickson reports that the salmon 
fishery was not so yood as_it was last year, though the Salmon Beach district gave 
about an average yield. He also complains of the imposibility of getting full returns, 
and strongly urges the adoption of some means by which this result may be secured, 
He says it is difficult to tell to what extent the rivers in his county were stocked this 
fall, owing to the water keeping so high during the whole summer. In the spawning 
season the tributaries of the Nepissiguit were well supplied, but the main river was 
too high to know much about it. He fears that much of the ova has been deposited 
in places that will be dry when the water falls during the winter, and that it will be 
destroyed by the frost and ice. The Tetagauche was fairly stocked, as the fish went 
freely up the pass in the dam. 

In the lower part of the county, Overseer Savoy reports a good catch of all kinds 
of fish. Of spring herrings there was more than an average catch, but the yield of 
alewives was less. The catch of codfish and mackerel was less than that of last year, 
owing to heavy winds which prevailed during the best fishing season. Fall herrings 
gave a fair average yield. Overseer Savoy says that the recent erection of 
beacon lights, at the several gullies along the coast has been of great service to the 
fishermen, and has on several occasions been the means of preventing loss of life and 
property. Some disturbances occurred last season among the fishermen on Caraquet 
and Shippegan herring banks, which have already been reported at length. The only 
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effectual remedy that I can suggest is an occasional visit from Commander Lavoie, as 
already recommended. 


NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY. 


The reports and returns from the Overseers of this county show a very large 
falling off from the catch of the previous season. While there is no doubt that the 
catch of salmon has been much smaller than last year, I am satisfied it was very much 
larger than shown by the returns. In this county, more than in any other, the Over- 
seers have been unable to get correct returns; the great majority of fishermen 
positively refusing either to make a statement of their catch, or to pay the merely 
nominal license fee fixed by law. The herring fishery in the Bay gave less than an 
average return, owing to a late spring and unfavourable weather, The lobster fishery 
was good early in the season, but unfavourable winds rendered late fishing impractible. 
Overseer Hogan reports that the bass fishery has been and still continues to be very 
good. Overseer Freeze, of the Doaktown district, reports a good run of salmon in 
September and October, and the high state of the water enabled them to ascend to 
their spawning grounds. Overseer Cameron, of the upper district of the south-west, 
reports a fine run of fish in the same months, and states that there has been much 
less poaching in his district than in former seasons. 

The practice of seining alewives in the months of May and June is very 
destructive to breeding bass, large numbers of which are thus taken during the close 
season along with the alewives. As the latter fish can be just as well taken in set 
nets, (as indeed they are in all other rivers in the Province), I would strongly urge 
that seining for them be prohibited. But three or four individuals follow this 
destructive mode of fishing, and it is the opinion of the local officers, with which I 
quite agree, that were it not for the bass thus taken, the practice would be voluntarily 
abandoned. As the time for alewive fishing has been extended from the 15th to the 
30th of June, this extension will be more than an equivalent for the prohibition of 
seining, so far as the catch of fish is affected. 

From careful enquiries made during the summer, I am of opinion that bass fishing 
might be permitted in Napan Bay and River from opening of navigation until the 
25th of May without serious injury to the fishery. At the breaking up of the ice in 
spring, bass enter this bay and river in pursuit of food, and remain until the middle 
or end of May. It would be a very great boon to the inhabitants of N apan, Black 
River and Chatham to be able to obtain this fine fish for home consumption, after a 
long winter, and at a time when fresh fish are not otherwise to be obtained. I would, 
therefore, respectfully recommend, that from the opening of navigagtion until the 25th 
May, bass fishing be allowed in Napan Bay and the river running into it, such fishing 
to be pursued only by set nets. | 

Autumn bass fishing should not commence until Ist October. Under pretence of 
fishing for bass after the 15th August, many salmon are taken in the lower part of 
the river, and the close time for the latter fish is thus evaded. : 


KENT COUNTY. 


The returns from this county show a falling off from the catch of last year, the 
deficiency being in salmon, lobsters and alewives. Overseer Sutherland, of the upper - 
district, says:—“ The catch of salmon and alewives has been small owing to the 
“searcety of fish, which did not pass along shore as usual. The lobster fishery, though 
“ fairly successful, falls short of last year’s yield. Cod, mackerel and herrings gave an 
“average return.” Overseer Cormier, of the lower district, reports about an average 
catch of ccd and mackerel, but a large increase in that of herrings, 


WESTMORELAND COUNTY. 


The only fisheries pursued to any extent in this county are for lobsters on the 
coast, and for shad in Dorchester Bay. Herring and mackerel are taken in Shediac Bay 
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in quantities sufficient for home consumption, but none are exported. Considerable 
quantities of these fish are consumed in this and King’s Counties, but it is impossible to 
get complete returns of the yearly catch. Overseer Deacon reports that salmon are 
becoming more numerous in Shediac River, and will require close attention to prevent 
destruction by poachers. The lobster fishery is being pursued with considerable vigor, 
and the returns show a large catch. The shad fishery yielded above an average catch, 
and the quality was better than usual. Overseer Davidson, of Bay Verte district, 
reports the establishment of a lobster canning house, near the mouth of Tidnish 
river, which did a fair business. The herring fishing in the bay was not so good as 
last season, owing to the late breaking up of the ice. Bass are becoming more plenti- 
fulin Tidnish river, but are caught only with hook and line for home consumption. 


ALBERT COUNTY. 


Overseer Akerley reports a slight falling off in the catch of shad in this county 
owing to a very late spring, but he states that the quality was very superior. 
Herrings were plentiful, but this fishery is pursued only for home consumption, and 
the quantity taken was small. Salmon and alewives continue to increase in German- 
town Lake, and promise to become as plentiful as formerly. Asin all other localities, 
salmon were scarce in all the rivers in this county. Hereports the fish-ways in good 
order on Coverdale, Pollet and Salmon Rivers; that on Point Wolf River he found 
defective, and ordered repairs which will be made next season. 


VICTORIA COUNTY. 


Overseer McCluskey reports as follows:— I am pleased to inform you that this 
season salmon have been more plentiful in the Tobique than for many years past, and 
the height of the water has been favourable to their protection. The spawning 
grounds up the Serpentine have been well stocked, and there is reason to hope that 
this river will continue to improve.” I am strongly of opinion, however, that the 
improvement in this river has been caused by the very small quantity caught in the 
Counties of York and Carleton, where running logs and mill-rubbish prevented nets 
from being set. 

CARLETON COUNTY. 


Overseer Harrison reports a great falling off in the yield of fisheries in this 
county, which he attributes to two causes; first the great quantites of logs running 
during the fishing season, second ; the vast quantites of saw-dust and mill rubbish 
thrown into the river from the thirty-three saw and shingle millsin that county. He 
says :— Many of the fishermen would not give me any account of the number of fish 
caught by them, stating that as the law could not be carried out against the mill- 
owners, it could not be enforced against them. I have endeavoured, to the best of my 
ability to get as near the quantity as possible.” I submitted a special report 
from Overseer Harrison on this subject, and as I can rely on his statement, I 
would respectfuliy ask for it your early attention. I have in former reports 
expressed my conviction that the rigid enforcement of the saw-dust law is absolutely 
necessary to prevent the speedy destruction of the salmon fisheries on the St. John 
River. 

YORK COUNTY. 


Wardens Campbell and Brown report the worst fishing season they have ever known 
in this county, which they attribute to running logs during the whoie summer. 
These and the refuso from mills above are no doubt seriously injuring the fishing in 
the whole course of the county, and but little inducement is offered to pursue it. 


SUNBURY, QUEEN’S AND KING’S COUNTIES. 


The fisheries in these, as well as in the two counties above, are pursued only for 
local consumption by the inhabitants near the river and lakes. Salmon,shad and alewives 
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are some years taken in sufficient quantites to supply the local demand. The reports 
for this season show a falling off in all kinds, but principally in salmon. The altered 
condition of all the streams and their surroundings in these counties, the settlement 
of the country and the’ clearing away of the forests have had the usual effect of 
gradually diminshing the supply of fish, and no reasonable hopes can’ be entertained. 
of ever restoring these waters to their former productive state. 


SAINT JOHN COUNTY. 


The returns from this county show a falling off from the catch of last year which 
was exceptionally good, but still they show more than an average yield. The falling 
of has been principally in alewives and herrings, while the catch of salmon has 
nearly equalled that of last year. Overseer O'Brien makes the following remarks upon 
the harbour and outside fisheries :—“'To make the gaspereau fishing prosperous it is 
necessary that there should be an early and strong freshet, which causes the ‘ falls ° to 
run downwards continually while it lasts. The water being then very cold, the fish 
are numbed and unable to force their way up, consequently they approach the shores 
where they are taken in great quantities in the weirs and nets. Twenty-five or 
thirty years ago half the number of fishermen caught as many fish as are now taken, 
but this is not evidence that the fish are only half as numerous. Several causes are 
at work to bring about this result. The first and most proeminent is the drifting of 
nets outside of the harbour and many miles below Partridge Island, which thirty 
years ago was never thought of, but is now extensively prosecuted both for salmon 
and gaspereau. About 100 boats are engaged in this mode of fishing, with an aver- 
ave of about 500 fathoms of net to'each. It is obvious that so immense a quantity of 
net running in every direction must break up the schools of fish that are working 
towards the river. The area of the bay is so large, and the fish spread out so much, 
that this outside fishery is not so profitable as might be supposed. This mode of fish- 
ing, by breaking up the schools, causes the fish to enterthe harbour in a scattering 
manner, and renders it difficult for harbour fishermen to secure them in large 
quantities. Inside the harbour another cause operating against the catch is at work. 
The noise and disturbance made by the great number of steamboats plying to and fro, 
frightens the fish and makes them swim below the bottom of the nets, especially 
during the freshet.” 

In St. Martin’s District Overseer Skillen reports a better catch than that of last 
season. The fish-way in Salmon River dam has been a great success, and a large 
number of salmon has passed up during the season. Sawdust and mill-refuse have 
been a cause of complaint, but the millowners have promised to make arrangements 
to remove the evil as far as possible. 3 


CHARLOTTE COUNTY. 


_ ‘The reports from this county are of a very satisfactory character in some respects, 
but in others they are discouraging, especially as regards the mills on the St 
Croix River. The returns show a large increase over those of last years. Overseer Cur- 
ran of the St.Croix district reports as follows :—“It gives me pleasure to inform you that 
the increase of salmon in the St. Croix is now visible. Numbers have been seen up the 
river, and they have got into the lakes and Tomah stream. Several young salmon 
have been killed by getting into the mill-wheels when coming down the river. The 
worst thing they have now to contend with is the saw-dust and mill-rubbish. On the 
American side of the river the authorities will not -prosecute mill-owners, and this 
season I have not prosceuted any on the New Brunswick side. I have had a great 
deal of trouble to keep the fish-ways clear, and if some arrangement is not made to 
enforce the law on both sides of the river, it will be useless for me to try to stop the 
pollution of the water and the obstruction of navigation. Last spring great 
quantites of herring came into the river and Oak Bay, and large numbers were taken 
in the brush-weirs. Alewives and smelts were very plentiful this season. On the 
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Denis stream they were so numerous that the people of the surrounding county had 
all they wanted for home consumption, and many persons peddled them around the 
towns. This stream is now well supplied in its whole length, and I allowed fishing 
on Tuesdays and Fridays of each week, which gave general satisfaction. There is 
no doubt that if mill-rubbish could be kept out of the main river, it would also be 
re-stocked.” | 

Overseer Cunningham of the Inner Bay district gives a favourable account of the 
fisheries under his charge. He reports that in addition to great abundance of summer 
and winter herring, mackerel made their apeearance in the bay in August, for the 
first time in many years. Unfortunately the fishermen were not prepared for these 
unusual visitors, and but a small quantity were taken. 

Overseer Lord, of West Isles district, reports a fair average catch of cod, but a 
decrease in that of hake and pollock. Thesummer and winter herring fishery has been 
exceedingly good and rather above an average. Overseer Brown, of Campo Bello, 
reports favourably of the herring and hake fishing in his district, which exceeded 
that of last year. 

Overseer McLaughlin of Grand Manan reports a large increase in the catch of 
herrings for smoking, the quality of which was superior to those of last year. Herrings 
for pickling were not so plentiful, owing, he thinks, to the coldness of the water, 
which kept them off shore. The returns show an increase in the catch of cod, but a 
decrease in that of pollock. The falling off in the catch of lobsters is the natural 
consequence of the want of sufficient protection for this shell-fish, and I have no doubt 
that the same result will soon be visible in all localities where this fishery is pro- 
secuted, unless a larger measure of protection is afforded. In reference to this matter 
Overseer McLaughlin makes the following remarks with which I entirely agree :— 
‘In addition to a close time from July till the following March, lobster traps should 
be made so that all under nine inches in length can escape from them, and traps to 
be set until inspected and marked by the local Overseer. This would prevent, in a 
great measure, the violation of the regulation respecting small lobsters, which I have 


‘reason to believe is evaded to the great injury of this valuable fishery.” Mackerel 


made their appearance in the waters of Grand Manan this season, and several hun- 
dred barrels were caught in herring weirs. Overseer McLaughlin urges the appoint- 
ment of a Warden at White Head Island, and another at North Head to prevent the 
deposition of “ gurry” on the herring grounds. His own presence is required at the 
spawning gounds at Southern Head, and he cannot personally attend to this duty, I 
would respectfully recommend that the salary paid to the late Overseer, Lorenzo 
Drake, (who performed this duty) be divided between two Wardens in these localities, 
whose duty it shall be to see that the law respecting “ gurry”’ is strictly enforced, as 
nothing is more destructive to the herring fishery than the pollution of the waters to 
w hich they resort. / 


“<= Since the Fisheries Act of 1868 has been in force, vigorous efforts have been 
made to carry out its provisions respecting the pollution of streams by saw-dust and 
mill rubbish. These effort have been met by determined opposition of influential 
mill-owners, and it has, in many cases, been found impossible, owing to circumstances 
unconnected with the law, to compel compliance with its requirements. The matter 
is one of vital importance to the fisheries and the navigation of all our large rivers, 
and I respeefully ask for the following remarks your favourable consideration. 

There can be no doubt that the operations of saw-mills at a time when there 
was no law compelling the erection of fish-ways or prohibiting mill refuse from being 
thrown into the streams, have caused many of our rivers that once abounded with 
migratory fish, to become entirely deserted by them. In fact this is the case with by 
fur the greatest number of our smaller rivers and streams at the present time, and the 
same causes are operating to depopulate our larger and more important rivers. These 
milling operations are now threatening to undo all that has been done to restock the 
River St. Croix. After fish-ways have been built in ‘all the dams, and salmon and 
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alewives have begun to ascend to their old spawning places, sawdust and mill refuse 
bid fair to render useless all that has been accomplished. In the County of Careleton, 
on the Upper Saint John, there are some thirty-three saw and shingle mills, and the 
whole of their refuse is allowed to pass into theriver. Already this has had a visible 
effect upon the salmon fishing in its whole extent, for the further the fish ascend after 
passing Fredericton the worse do ‘they find the water, and the sawdust is fast covering 
up the beds upon which the salmon were accustomed to spawn. There can be no 
doubt that if this continues, but a few years longer, the salmon fisheries of the whole 
river, harbour and bay will be destroyed. When it is considered that mill-owners 
have only a life interest in their operations, it seems unreasonable to allow them to 
destroy, for their own immediate profit, the heritage of future generations—one of the 
richest gifts of a beneficent Providence. In view of these facts I would respectfully 
urge that all fishery officers be sustained in their efforts to compel mill-owners to 
comply with the law respecting sawdust and mill refuse, and that steps be taken to 
secure the co-operation of the Fishery Commissioner of Maine, so that the law may be 
enforced on both sides of the river St. Croix: 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 


W. H. VENNING, 
Inspector of Fisheries, N. B. 
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ue RECAPITULATION 
Of the yield of the Fisheries of New Brunswick, during the year 1875. 


——————— 


Kinds of Fish. Quantities. Price. Value. 

| ar 

\ | t 
$ cts. $ cts 
STE awd bettas au sha tib nny eretnies dslns sss dns De iesivaseai tela viase oi LOS SA0) | CW.hecs ok cota deener neste 4 25 464,695 00 
HOrrings.........000 ossecosee soosveees consvenve serseecescesees L25,405 |) DRIR-T is cays ctvewees canes 4 00 505,980 00 
do BISCO AL ws pkiigss otns tani telhadeterernieaeet ss > 696,300) Doxey: ibs... deters ubesds | 0 25 149,075 00 
Ic eC Ai ado ushioss Belen Wi GE STD Gpsessall! ssegde-nesncd,| | 20000") aaa 
do PLESELVE.....rreceee EES PAE eee a eee UCHR: Uy dapeveny ar-eok veunie 0 15 5,997 00. 
Ea STS ORC Oth airs rere OLSON Ye ge SOs bOct Wor 18 fy. Meecha 006 | 51,039 00 
PC ainscaanasken RE RN yee eN ee PE Bere Oe ES EA A eee oe ee 3 50 | 20,930 60 
BR rete ts Viens asia tsan Netan ios pe tnoasie ay ras\searss PRO PUTO chcncesutoaesen oeeanees r 3 604 104,359 50 
BREN IIIEE cles cir th oe a ee Ucar tnk as race on, marca geeis esti POR LUE s Sievcdess pasion Sweandiask 0 06 996 00 
BARONS, TCAD ivaee as. sovevass Nasennes cece oven srheps Dr PATIL IS taven's’, ynViates voskbats 18 00 | 41,382 00 
do PEN TATED win cos stats sna san kee sch denenorernsd PAT OM CLD i oeknea egesuahartadivech: 0 15 153,268 35 
do ee eee aa tase tes Ln DORE, Lan tannen nse Danreads Qu Sel 6,232 50 
do PECROL VCE cep. c stensevee veneress sennpyaceevpens cage Poca PARE 621) DoE ee 0 25 83,353 00 
i A ere nee TU TN vie |) Ree ea 3 50 115,556 00 
ST ES ea ae ERR SEES nn) 2 SRR iN eae 0 6 3,629 40 
SEAL aries wavecssrsleeybesoes nnseropso Witbhesp-prveeccaveqtses EAS 1s io] | 9: ae See 0 06 65,176 80 
NO id cicenicet einai a dined aantoniss biammeatae ali ARinah binge deanna DUCT ITIE 1avtes vocqes sancnnsnneee 8 00 51,356 00 
RS ee Rk ey ae MIME DA LNG ac cera’ gets cease tees 9 00 11,169 00 
(a RG RRR GIR 2 PE EP BOCES Wiss. 2 ciktasxies fokoss 0 06 | 7,442 16 
Cee: OR Mie oA. el POO ratte acid Sct copns 3.00 | 30,060 00 
Lobsters........ cake cc taeas staseetcboaren «<cdgwanicieset PPOROSG CHANG sscccasendes srssns covsos 0 25 | 438,011 50 
PUN POMIIO Seatcts vsvicasee scccests USSR COE ECT VOU batts aueeee setae sree 15 00 2,700 00 
Fish, used aS MANuTe.........000008 a bey eae ae CR ge CO am aed | ee eee Cee RE 0 50 2,185 00 
Ood Ton gies Gd SOUNE....... .cicssscecroeee sarssecee DUES |) DY LOMy snus axsnce Ss rpsacat ats 7 00 7,098 00 
Fish Oils..... SEMPER Rt ahs Poatese sttdernstiese = SR, Odd VTLS sscaecasy vaestacesete 0 65 44,617 95 
| $2,427,654 16 
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SYNOPSES OF FISHERY OVERSEERS’ REPORTS IN THE PROVINCE OF 
ONTARIO, FOR THE SEASON OF 1875. 


CORNWALL, PRESCOTT, BROCKVILLE AND GANANOQUE. DIVISIONS. 


JoHn Mooney, Oherelens 
Huau THomeson j 
JoHN WALLACE, 

Henry Hunt, Guardians. 
Jos. L. THompson, 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield and value of the fisheries in this division. 


a A 
\ ! 


<a 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
ES AS TS ees eee eee | eens Se eo |S SS SES j ee ee 
Pike and bass, Drlg.. ....scccccseseons socceesee seencsess sence 41 60 35 6 
Pickerel], Dr1S....2i..cc50i..' seosseeg resco nossen cereecver sncceeses 17 14 bo reer (ner et tei 
Coarse fish, brls.......... anda neutlarainaeac estes Secueotionsenes 45 108 158 400 

{ 
ROEM Urea etncbeae tennant eeed crip esicsnass 103 182 210 406 
Lig S Re ete PRUE ORL OPER OUR $515 $910 $1,050 $2,030 
| 


The experiment of allowing no fishing with nets, spears or set-lines, between 
Gananoqne and Cornwall, which proved so beneficial in 1874, was continued during 
the season of 1875 and the result is most satisfactory. 

The only serious difficulty which is now met with in this division is want of 
uniformity between the fishery laws of the United States and those of the Dominion. 


KINGSTON DIVISION,—-WOLFE AND AMHERST ISLAND. 
P. Kien, Overseer. 
CoMPARATIVE STaTemMENT of the yield and value of the fisheries in this division. 


ner) 


wie | 
———— | 1872. 1873. | 1874. | 1875. 
oT 
Whitefish, brs..............ccc0 sccssesee ovsenenes seceee seeeeees 310 15) 302 694 
do DOs Lak Sie padaras Croshere ieee tonebasn caret tiuesvestennese DyBOO. |, bi) antec eceosen t) tiepecssivattne 
do Per 100 IDS... ......ececceee cerenevcecoanerseesvesce| — coeveeseeees 35950 2) 1S eedes convent Ne cmretial ogee 
EOE DTS icc eres ener cag setute tetarenag as ceeay tee 554 areal 272 325 
Herring, Drls.. ........ccscceesssevevee cesses soeeersgeoee seecseoos 12 DZ We eeaeeay tenes 12 
Pike and bass, Drls.............s0cesssconecocserepeves secceeces 77 182 591 317 
PHCKETO], DIAG. ciedencoaesvoaseossnaosseppecroscnssyaqeaiapecexars 27 56 110 172 
Coarse fish, Dr]3...... ....cacsccceseccceccesenpeccesesoengsoeees 166 217 639 647 
TL OLR] | ccvshekcasstcpe seaserastoenccasaausetts 1,146 1,036 1,914 2,167 
bgt ir a ee Rr anal re te ae $8,310 $8,945 $11,100 $15,942 
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The number of men engaged fishing last season was eighty-three, or twenty-three 
more than in 1874, and the material used as well as the quantity of 1ish caught have 
increased in the same ratio. Last summer, especialy during June and July, white- 
fish were more numerous on their feeding grounds than ever before for many years 
past. Markets were over-stocked with fish and several fishermen had to give up 
tishing on account of the low rates of sale. There were 2,167 barrels of whitefish and 
salmon trout, &c., caught, valued at $15,942, against 1,914 berrels caught in 1874, 
valued at $11,100. The steady increase of fish on the several fishing grounds is, no 
doubt, due to practical enforcement of the fishery laws. 


PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY DIVISION. 


Won. PLEws, 


Joun G. Hicks, | 
W. A. PALEn, | | Overseers. 


Prrer Hurr, JR., 
Davip ConGER, 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield and value of the fisheries in the division. 


—_—_—— 1872. eyes 1874. 1875. 

MMAR) EELS LS. oiinas gp akscshos yr chstiess «des onb eins erties pereee| 1,449 1,095 | 1,242 | 1,834 
do TRCES Suc iade pecatted cpteersctvgbrexsaer sevaaunesn lt) \ledeeee sedeas 324, 709 S4,61 1) > tcccaneeenne 

do ese atecdirynesenas Sates vsancuansaragy cee te ss | Fides suena 27,022 112) fares 
EER Stace baess Fish rok se sppenk netnewsps seb te sgeaemacacee 148 194 | 192 430 
Ne Oe ee Na one vidas sp ican Avinetasnnss Sanassaeceveseoes | 140 BOD ite bieweuek ides! 10 
PRP INTD DURES han niicciess wtabaness «ieeivehesge maoees ces 150} 60 71 54 
RMN AI aera iadt shaeseay vadansniniesiey sousys cons ve RYE tecckdwagere Z 17 
Coarse fish, bris ........ «3... RU Se Rae havcrwakess bivke lees? OE RC Se 5 67 
RTO cea scarsons teens surs osdsnainrnasnes apeivones | bre yrir rin Rearee Psce 2 58 
SS RP SORTER Sa BOREL Fa AEE eB BE WPS atin °P fankshiean bet 8 

; | meee ney 
DURE fel vtec ob << Bi iy 1,907 1,554 1,519 2,538 
PERE ee IViEy cynenk sotiveet veneers vodees $15,118 $16,877 $14,670 $24,288 


The statistical reports of this division show a general increase in the yield of 
the fisheries. | 

Overseer Hicks reports that the yield of the fisheries in his division would have 
been in excess of the figures given, had it not been for the scarcity of money which 
compelled fishermen to hang up their nets most of the time on account of finding no 
buyers for their fish. The close season was well observed, and although fishermen 
felt at first annoyed at being stopped from fishing earlier than usual, they now 
acknowledge the good effect of the regulations enacted last season, fixing new dates 
for the close seasons. Whitefish is on the increase in this division, and a good 
trade is carried on with the United States. Two small schooners are kept running 
twice a week across the lake with cargoes of fresh fish, and make a good-paying 
business of it. 

Overseer Plews reports that whitefis his sensibly increasing. The close-season 
was well obserbed, and tishermen declare themselves satisfied with it. 

Overseer Hutf reports that the number of men engaged in net and seine-fishing in 
this division is about the same as in 1874. There was a decrease in the catch of 
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whitefish, owing to the stoppage of seine fishing in July. The catch of salmon trout 
is the largest which has been noticed fur twenty years past. Fishery laws are well 
complied with. 

Overseer Conger reports that the catch in this division amounted to about 172 
barrels of whitefish and 111 barrels of salmon trout. — These fish are generally sold 
at Belleville. 


LENNOX AND ADDINGTON DIVISIONS. 
Hucu Raustron, Overseer. 


Statement of the number, kinds and value of the fish caught in this division during 
the year 1875 :— 


Brls. Value. 

W Whitest iccwuae eee declemsireumeresace ss 46 $460 00 
tiles eee ecile ewes ceaeGn serene ORL 60 00 
TLOrving ....ecceceeeeeeeenenseeeeeeees Serene 4 24 00 
SCIBCOS Gav's cs Mee Sab paey ene ee Nec ee ge tL 65 00 
Maskinonge \......scececeeeeeeeee ee enenenes 8 40 00 
JETS WAhils Caulhetaligk Wa anneti aN Sea teeeecneney s 52 260 00 
TOTO) oe A ag Capea MG heme late ventcs woe a 92 . 460 00 
BLATOLTe Nac) Lan ant LE A NRA Se eh) 114 570 00 
DUNE apINE b# arenas Satie hi encenaw ote aieaty 344 1,720 00 

676 $3,659 00 


This Overseer reports the fishery laws as being well complied with in his division, 
except in the back lakes, where he apprehends poaching is carried on to a certain 
extent. He feels, nevertheless, confident to be enabled to put a stop to these illegal 
practices with energy and perseverence, Mill-dams in this division are all provided 
with fish-ways, or will be so early in the spring of 1876; the mill-owners having all 
been duly notified to this effect. 


BAY OF QUINTE DIVISION. 


CGuas. WILKINS, Overseer. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield and value of the fisheries of this division. 


Uhh 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
Whitefish, Drs ..........cccieccvesesoeecnenees coecenaae cosensoee egedenseanes by 90 rH 232 834 
MrQuit, (TVS csp dak stv ddeneniosnnde dade eenanetsareeenerenss stanspan nein Urs ds Cashel scasonniees 20) jicwalon teenies |-tmesn meee oeeea 
Herring, Drlss......0..ccssorsenesoees sncce sare onepecesecsenersennanssgeres | 3,075 2,711 1,251 1,935 
PyCkerel; DES .cesciye-cinrce-coesensas seunwsepane vabedneem cvnrese favceizseates inadadsa sunce see T20) ion dedi ncaeeers tne s eine dais 
Danae Hehe euyitesi cele seoketedee cesee uth ep tmevane ee nbancctmetialenencayts 450 1,250 | 595 165 

Total es cexvs.ns.tadvepurde sOiodanmesen send Gant acene gn anja eh aexs abi al hr dele hae 2,078 2,934 
Wale co icia fe diedagistecpieap nev accapessetraees casper | $13,200 | $22,588 | $12,090 | $19,005 


The quantity of fish caught in this division during the present season is greatly 
in excess of that of last year. The quantity of whitefish, especially, is more than 
double, The fish were ofa large size and of superior quality. This satisfactory 


state of things is attributed to the close season being well complied with and fixed at 
the proper time. ‘There are at present twenty-four fish-ways in good condition with- 
in this division. 

The salmon fry placed a few years ago in Trenton and Moira rivers by order of 
this Department begin to make their appearance in these streams and are looking 
remarkably well. 


NORTHUMBERLAND DIVISION. 
CHARLES GILCHRIST, Overseer. 


The fishery laws were strictly enforced in this division last season. Having 
heard that inveterate poachers around Rice Lake were, as usual, making preparations 
for spring operations and boasted they would fish in spite of any one or anything, the 
local Fishery Overseer engaged assistants and divided that part of his division 
between them and himself. ‘The result was that six boats or punts were seized, 
-eleven spears and jacks confiscated, and six of the poachers heavily fined. <A greater 
number would have met with punishment had they not blackened their faces and 
swam ashore when caught, in order to avoid detection and identification. These 
stringent measures effectually crushed illegal fishing. ‘The Overseer is satisfied that 
there were not twenty fish killed with Spear in these waters during last spring, and 
that next season, owing to the care bestowed on them this year and the beneficial 
effect of the heavy penalties imposed, he will be able to effectually guard Rice Lake 
with the assistance of a single guardian. Mr. Gilchrist algo reports that he never 
saw the fish so plentiful on the spawning grounds %s they were last spring. 

Kighty-six permits to angle were granted during the season to residents, besides 
one hundred and four to gentlemen from the United States. Seventy Indians also 

-availed themselves of a similar privilege. 


* 


ERIE, NIAGARA AND PART OF LAKE ONTARIO DIVISIONS. 


J. W.- Keer, 


Overseers. 
JNO. J. set 


‘COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield and value of the fisheries in this division :— 


do pete ER Ras EE Ne le eteg Gm COM eg yd FOUEE ayaa 93,958 96,500 (ol eaten 
do GP BO Sinks ines ectay oth sthleastl acocane} | 4 Oe 4GG" li dvessaus deosoedis hekipushsdeher thes 
IN RE sod cri cata ees eee rg Oo | 166 55 99 43 
PE RII CRA ORE Se 512 | 405 405 268 
RS BREESE feel a LT ly 219 288 134 188 
St een tT eee nee 8 12 | 42 77 
PM UNE UNIS TENG 5 sasp ke ann y'sscsnteeetenh Cus sam dccccan cases 280 488 620 251 
SL RR RIES. 1 SLPS NE aS aa ae 261 444 723 156 
IN eb 5.2 knead cassvahindl tes dnevioeeacdecnccickaxes 653 780 798 236 
CS TERE ORE Sen Ras 2° 2 Sa a eo NO 2,714 3,436 3,303 1,842 

Iie vudetaaeemceKEE Es acese ce dsat bdaletees $16,601 | $25,899 $24,783 | $13,542 


a a ee 


The catch of the present season shows a large falling off from that of last year 
owing to the fact that the number of fishermen and material employed were smaller 
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Another reason of failure is also to be found in the stormy weather which prevailed 
during the fishing season to a much greater extent than in 1874. The close season 
for the several kind of fish were strictly complied with. Railways and Express. 
managers issued strict orders to their agents not to carry salmon, trout or whitefish 
during the close time. <A very few contraventions of the laws occured in this 
division, and these were rapidly discovered and effectually punished. 

The largest and finest whitefish were caught in Lake Ontario, opposite the 
Township of Grimsby, and commanded the highest prices on the market. Lake 
Ontario salmon seemed to attract more attention on the part of fishermen at several 

Jaces in Lake Ontario. One of these fish, weighing fifteen pounds, was caught at 
et Island ina seine. Another, weighing two pounds, was caught at Burlington 
Beach in a herring gill net, and four near Four Mile Creek. 

One spawning bed was discovered in Highland Creek last fal. The Big Rouge 
showed fiveand the Little Rouge three salmon beds, which is an increase over 
previous years. The salmon observed in Duffin’s Creek were larger and more 
numerous than usual. Some of the fish noticed by the guardians appeared to_be 
twenty pounds in weight. Sixty-three spawning beds were counted. The 
River Credit is reported by the local Overseer as being well stocked. 

The saw mills on Twelve Mile Creek made alterations and improvements sO aé&. 
to stop sawdust and mill rubbish from falling into the stream. 


GRAND RIVER DIVISION. 
Henry LAwe. 


Overseers. 
HENRY GRIFFITHS. ; dics 

The various close seasons were well complied with and appear to give satisfaction 
to residents. Anglers.report this year as having been one of the best for bass and. 


pickerel fishing ; and this improved state of things 1s attributed to the well-timed and 
well-observed close seasons. 


NORFOLK, HALDIMAND AND ELGIN DIVISIONS—LAKE ERIE. 


J. A. BACKHOUSE, Overseers 
AuEx. McBripg, 


CompARATIVE StaremENT of the yield and value of the fisheries in this division. 


Mont Mie fteri a Corse eta Ae CUM a ali hceheone 21,300: +.) adeajeared sesh deateaet tare 

do Need cecal watade Oto eval veemeninnqnsher nmonicnsie)|.bsnvealon sn) Lashes | LOG: Mosedacsas tas tseces| oeaceuceaivesaceee’ 
Herrings, Drs .......csscssssesseeseeeerersees reese ceneeeaeenes 82 | 96 163 1,027 
Pike and Bass, Drl..........scsesssssesessseeseeseereees sree 40 | 114 96 98 
Pickerel, Dr1s......0 sssssees seserere seererser teneeenns teceesens 212 136 129 724 
Maskinonge, brls.........secsee eevee OAR EI CM SE ee 10 19 52 
Coarse Fish, Drlg.........s00ccccceess secceseseceeeeseceees ereees | 319.4 182 65 460 
TD OTAL costes dcdenssuales sucess oh cmssiees tucuapanens 888 812 545 2,543 
Walia teri ele OA Uae $5,044 | $5,063 $2,781 | $14,652 

| 
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_ The above statement shows that the quantity of fish caught this year is greatly 
above that of last year. One of the causes of this increase is due to the fact that the 
Long Point Company increased the number of their pound nets’ pots from four to 
eight, and that the pounds were set earlier than in 1874. A further cause, but of 
secondary importance, is the proper laying out of the fishery stations made last 
season, which materially increased the number of stands and allowed of more people 
being employed in fishing. The close seasons were strictly enforced. This beneficial 
result was attained by constant watching, night and day, on the part of the Wee er 
in charge and two assistants. The whole of this division, and especially that portion 
lying in front of the County of Norfolk, needs a great protection, for within its shores 
is situated what is called Inner Bay of Long Point. This bay forms a sheet of water, 
about seven by ten miles in extent, surrounded on three sides by marshes, extending 
several thousand acres, and interspersed with numerous and extensive ponds and 
creeks; the whole forming, at the proper season of the year, a vast spawning ground 
for the most valuable varieties of fish in Lake Ontario. Fish in large numbers 
enter this bay during spring in search of creeks, ponds ‘or shallow waters, for the 
purpose of depositing their eggs, and afterwards retire into the lake so soon as the 
spawning season is over. Without proper care thousands of these breeding fish 
might be destroyed in a single might. Most of the fish caught in this division are 
sold for local consumption; the rest is sent to several cities and towns of Ontario and 
the United States. - 


RONDEAU DIVISION, LAKE ERIE. 
Joun McoMicHanrn, Overseer. 


Comparatrve Srarement of the yield and value of the fisheries in this division :— 


So Se 


at: | 
ee 1872 | 1873 | 1874 1875 
AOE. ee SS. 


| 


tac ieee cesarean mince pete, EE ATES ETAL LETTS LOL LTC, LAL nn 


NR ee iuc casacrsos veecenkon arscbeves > eanee> 125 | 138 53 109 
PLGLPING, DIB coi cccncss season udvnsnces voncwises secsenses overcenes epeades , 124 155 320 330 
PIES ANd BASS, DIB... ...scesensscnreesnnncercnee receconeesar + se outernens 30 | 10 | ceeeeeee serene 63 
PIGRBLO], DEUS a Gi ccnuc esacdschwbsecnden eve cdedst aeopensee’ Heeevennetenesess 79 48 35 68 
Ng TET cigdces canasds cade, | “pareés sen ee Ghost ol eae cae aesoey | aaa eeeceae 11 | aide 

SEO py oe RA Ce BT 358 | 351 419 | 847 

WUE :<c5s0-i- tN na eit ae $1,936 | 31,68) | $2,214 | $5,110 


The quantity of fish caught in this division is double that of 1874, and this result is 
due to the «reater number of men employed fishing, and to some of them being better 
prepared with boats and fishing tackle, but especially to the beneficial effect of the 
protection afforded by judicious close seasons and active guardianship. 
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DETROIT RIVER AND POINT PELEE DIVISIONS. 
Epwarp Botsmrer, Overseer 
ZENEAS Quick, Warden. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield and value of the fisheries in this division :—- 


TR 
a . 1872 1873 1874. 1875. 
CS UESURSEL TILDE ERR. Neh iy ORAM) Ma UR ily Pave oN 2,993 2,655 2,794. 2,214 
do LPS CE We HO ss Geena pn AHN cae NS aig bee me Suiesontca ten bate asia. 48,347 O38 S00 Tis. wocvoctebe 
POUL NTIS Ue tests diene csevaelsackcete MCN GLMCA Gey aaee LRU AP LL RC ied Ree ODO! diab sacsese deel ayestheeeeenee 
BPO E TMS OTS UM hiv cute yrs) Sunes Ueenaikha cil dovb aces taceey ee leae 658 1,035 1,314 258 
BPE AMC NDS, OTIS. 280 a5 sanercars hemedocel Rinde weit \evcomedeeieasa seca: 93 |} iad 780 73 
Pickerel, brls....... Mest atdassaastneeeeees uses ecunlttscy sete Ue enone Coat eT Teen Turan | Jaa elect beep 63 
ECON EO), Cid EMCEE ie LW a Dn RAC Aes AR Si Oe Be Lec MS AON AES caaneatn ess 258 
ROMO MOUS ratio A aeanavaealra bla el asd ati SEER ART Na AB ON | 572 | 203 HE 
1 TEM 8 Via oS Aa I a a AU NLU UL We a LI Sly Kak ll a nN, Chet AGI BOL Ne wylence ce deaiere 
| OMY EL Can yeaa aN SA Bh ied 2, 
FTVOPeaL OER 25 yeh cotuedc ua MAA Uk CoH Wek oe a 3,744 4,778 5,343 2,866 
Winner ey etn aa CAIN ite AT $42,333 | $61,776 | $65,790 | $25,658 


There is a decrease in the yield of the fisheries of this division as compared with 
that of last year. This falling off is due to strong westerly gales which blew about. 
the 15th October and drove the fish to bays on the American side of Lake rie, and 
also to the seveie weather which prevailed afterward and obliged fishermen on the- 
Detroit River to give up fishing as early as the 12th November. Only two violations. 
of the fishery laws were detected; the nets were seized and one of the violators. 
fined. 


LAKE ST. CLAIR AND THAMES RIVER DIVISIONS. 


F. McRag, 


Overseers. 
PETER McCann, } Wane 


The value of the yield of fisheries in this division for the past four years was as 
follows :— 


Tia'g LOO hte ee oN eI ne es $8255 
Tn Sy ace eee ene een an 8.877 
| Ra oie: Repu CIMT, AINE eh 11,820 
TiGip 7h Owe oun eae ame) ae 13,704 


The statistical returns show an increase in the value of the fisheries of this divi- 
sion. Overseer McCann nevertheless complains of failure which he attributes to 
the unusual thickness of the ice last winter, and to the large number of nets continu- 
ally in use from Cashmere to the mouth of the Thames. _Fish-ways were mostly all 
damaged by ice in the spring, but were repaired during the season. 
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SARNIA DIVISION. 


D. McMaster, Overseer. 


The yield of the fisheries in this division is as follows :— 


1874. 1875. 
BPE BA 5 OS gree ee ee Lae eteNoay: 40) 40) 
‘Herring, bris...... PiOtascivdie tere wtan ccs yo Sad ea EO 2,114 
Coarse fish, brls....... Cy i a ad AAR a 353 rgd 
PMP UMAR nase tntilatd dslncek cd iels ess a0 sats crake 753 
Trodtl iiige yes eee 6 Oo. Bae Meigs yay B ans 8 
Pear hveddicscae hv ydoedst ses pb he 2,915 


Walaa aati He pick uhy a 00811, 907 G16, 009 


This division shows a noticeable increase in the yield of its fisheries. The law 
was well complied with, and fishermen seem satisfied with the dates chosen for the 
several close seasons. The value of fish used for home consumption is rated at $10,000. 


LAKE HURON DIVISION. 


A. C. McKinnon, } 
James Muir, | 


Overseers. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield and value of the fisheries in this division :— 


SS SSE AOE RE AER ERTS AS STE, ATT TE RT 


| j { 
Sets 1872 1873. 1874 1875 

ohh sg els ce el a ih ay 
Lg Sg OR een et a tee eee ee 3,329 | 3,670 | (eae a 5,900 
EES ERD TERRES ee, es NN ees Sc ake W230 O00. Iie. fAucsseketuok ieee toa es 
TrOUt, DEIB,.- 51-0020 sy near be le eluent Ciao aint 1,276 1,180 | 6,259 1,871 
Ppeeia Dete es Wa te e ias Ts ele payee 64 307 | 2,353 3,153 
Bass, Dris..........00 cscs sacrevcess By nq eben seeabbat hacseseee ea ann Cee errs ie grey ne | 32 | 23 
ye | eR ee Sh DIS | PVE ck eee tea 124 | 82 103 | 75 
Ee RRS SS Aan es ale, RANE AS ieee Na AREAT Ue astcted ce weer cov oth cod aviee uaieidas idee ick venennee 
Wa te isa Leo es _ 5,078 5,239 16,021 11,002 
5 eo el a Py 4 RO AE ARE $36,737 | $34,415 | $146,635 $96,998 


The first part of this division extends from Kettle Point to Point Clark, and the 
second from Point Clark to Cape Hurd; the former being under charge of Mr. 
McKinnon, and the latter under that of Mr. Muir. 

The statistical returns show a decrease on the season of 1874, which Overseer 
Muir attributes to the very severe winter experienced and the great thickness of the 
ice. This, together with the late opening of navigation, prevented early fishing, 
which began only about the 15th June, making it a very short season. Stormy 
weather, which prevailed nearly during the whole of the fall, had also the effect of 
destroying herring fishing at most stations. 

No violation of the fishery law reported. 


GEORGIAN BAY AND INDIAN RIVER PENINSULA DIVISIONS. 


G. S. MILLER, 
JAMES PATTON, Overseers. 
SAMUEL FRAZER, 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield and value of the fisheries in this division :— 


Lm 


ee | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. 

VE ah Wrelamc ds, heres kha, orcs tase skioe wee waa 850 1,283 1,990" 8,624 
do PEO, MDB vtns sn coaueneacusrndeliersoicvees oe .rereertrian|umenstonebienacses 2000 | ccc ceeseascane Persanhecniseeatas 
IERIE: Bye [CSE ae aS gk Mig 8 EB MB ARC a BE 440 1,622 2,910 317 
PLOTP ID STIR ies. scons scencncau issues cnvaisineseinenhepdeee svevecevee|oteaessuslaeyconece | 60 160 239 
PEE C COM DLC cscs teronaipltocsccoesecennaeerstaiteny Anwe sense DOR retecmenteness tes ie skal Midd onus CULE eee beatae oeRen 
MODE ESO TST uc Cl Nl kh datecah sy Reece dame cone neg scea dave ce wala aaemarnessuesie l 20 60 118 
Motal es) MAT We eee itil ; 1,320 2,985 5,120 9,298 


Vigil ine, #) lowiby ersten sais cnsnn nck iete pens sie sl steed $6,450 | $19,552 $49, 040 $91,195 


SN 


For some time past the Department had strong supicions that illegal fishing was 
practised in the waters of Georgian Bay and in the neighborhood of Manitoulin 
Island. There were also good reasons to believe that a brisk trade in fish so illegally 
caught, was carried on from Collingwood and Owen Sound, between fishermen and 
traders in Toronto and Hamilton. For want of a sufficient staff, and owing, also, to 
the apathy of resident Overseers, no offences were established and no seizures made. 
Mr. John W. Kerr, Fishery Overseer at Hamilton, was therefore despatched to the 
locality, with instructions to investigate the matter. He was directed to place him- 
self in communication with the present Overseers,—Messrs. Frazer, at Midland, 
Patton at Collingwood, and Miller at Owen Sound, The immediate result of such a 
measure was the seizure of 408 packages of fresh whitefish and salmon-trout on board 
the schooner Restless, caught by fishermen and Indians during the close season ; twenty 
packages on board the steamer William Seymour, and five boxes on board the steamer 
Silver Spray. 

The captains and pursers were prosecuted, and pleaded guilty. They were fined 
five dollars each, and costs. The fish were confiscated and sold. 

The following parties were also convicted of having fished for whitefish and 
salmon-trout, during the close season in Georgian Bay, and fined as follows :—Benjamin 
Dempsey, $10; Kenneth Mackay, $5; Robert Doherty, $10; John Ferguson, $5; 
John Foley, $10; William Howley, $5; William Bishop, $10; Andrew Port, $10; 
William Shuter, $10. 

Nineteen other fisherment and two fish-dealers at Meaford were also prosecuted 
for the same offence. These cases are still pending. 

Fishermen in this division have, up to this time, shown a tendency to evade 
the law, but it is hoped that the present prosecutions, together with a wise and 
moderate enforcement of the fishery regulations, which are so much to their own 
interest, and reflection on their part, will have a beneficial effect. Indeed, favourable 
signs in this direction are already apparent. 

Fish were abundant during the whole season, and the increase in the catch was 
considerable. The only falling off is in the trout fishery, but fishermen say that 
there is no sensible decrease in the number of these fish. 


MUSKOKA DIVISION. 
Wm. E. Foor, Overseeer. 
Fish were more numerous in this district during the present season than last 


year, although trolling for bass, pickerel and lake trout was not so good. A visit to 
the Maganetewan and the south branch of the Muskoka River, as well as to Trading 


201 


FE a a EE AT TT ESS ES a A A A SS aT 


‘Lake, however, amply repaid those who went there. These waters are much resorted 

to by anglers from the United States; some of whom are good sportsmen and most 
liberal, and desirable visitors to our waters. As a general rule they speak in high 
terms of the abundance of sport in the Muskoka region. 

Abuse in this district are chiefly confined to spearing, but it is hoped that this 
will very soon be at an end, owing to the vigilance and energy displayed by the 
Overseer, as well as to the intelligence of the residents themselves, who will soon 
understand the benefits of protection. 

There are no fish-ways in this division, and according to the Overseers report 
none are needed at present. The only place where a scarcity of fish is complained of 
is the north branch of Muskoka River, and this is due to natural obstructions and not 
to violations of the fishery law. 
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LAKE HURON DIVISION. 
G. B. ABBEY, Overseer. 
CoMPARATIVE Statement of the yield and value of the fisheries in this division :— 


ee PR RT ES ST SSL NIST SE NNSST Nn Sn ne nee 


— | 1872. | 1873. 1874. 1875. 

5 Sense CCE SOE See ee pak eve Scenic tap nace inpns (aaa eae ame 
OT RETR Po, Se | 3,923 2,047 3,332 3,110 
os ts Ne Ren EE eS ee Visi 2,182 1,751 2,305 3,815 
PICKETEC]....0,.2iseveecces sovveneed covssronesccnsenss sovesssen reese |sccecesee svencees Ly Vpneses te awe nese 1 
OTP Bs ihn cens sss¢o eens ivcss olen van ree eat ccs catewsd sews seebaeneeniuns inesiparanag renass 200 ! 30 
ith sact ts, WNL IR 6,105 | 3,799 5,837 6,956 

Rati et Rs derail N ok $42,735 $22,807 $57,370 | $69,435 


2 SE a a ce MRM ET Tyo a 

The statistics of the past season compare favourably with those of 1874. It will 
be noticed that there is a slight falling off in whitefish ; this is duc to the shortening of 
the fishing season fixed by the Department, but this falling off is far more than made 
up by a large increase of the yield of lake trout. The quantity of fish used for home 
consumption may be estimated at 1,000 barrels. 


——— ——__—— 


LAKE SUPERIOR DIVISION. 


JosEpH WILson, } 


Overseer. 
James Droxson, } 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the yield and value of fisheries in this division :— 


a Paha 1872 1873 1874 | 1875 
Whitefish, brls .........sccssses sessssesscccencene saeenenee sesees 1,958 2,275 2,580 2,117 
do _ fresh, per 100 IbS...see.sssseenee crereeeeeseeeerss| stenenans cone sees 7,000. [rvscsnsen+ses esas | coenenens seeeeseee 
Trout, Dr]S.. ce... sssssssses-conevscscsnsensenes sonensnns snseonens 1,252 1,500 1,684 955 
on. cncan anunonsnesas uxt cesephees sacepnens Le Baer Sk eee: Meher ianietthaloes 
OAT a Slee: | 3,282 3,755 | 4,264 2,172 
et eke oe | $19,324 | $18,045 | $42,640 $21,720 


ee 
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Owing to its large extent, it was found necessary to divide this fishery district 
last summer ; Mr. James Dickson being appointed Overseer for that portion of Lake 
Superior extending from the mouth of Pigeon River to Slate Island; the lower: 
portion from Nepigon River to Thessalon River, remaining under charge of Mr. 
Wilson. 

Overseer Wilson reports that he visited the fishery stations of his division, and 
found the law and fishery regulations well observed. There is no falling off in the 
yield of fish. The quantity of fish used for home consumption in this division is 
about 950 barrels, valued at $5,700. Nepigon River afforded excellent sport last 
season, although the fish did not average as large as usual. Any amount. of large: 
speckled trout could be seen in deep water, but only the small ones would take the 
fly. Fifty eight special fishery permits were issued to anglers in Nepigon River. 

Overseer Dickson reports that a larger quantity of fish were taken in the spring 
than was usual in his division, but owing to the stormy weather which mostly 
prevailed during the fall, parties engaged in fishing were unable to visit their nets 
as often as they would have done had the weather been favourable. The stations at 
Fort William had to be abandoned, being deserted by the fish, owing probably to the 
dredging of the bar at the mouth of the river and the running of the steamboats. 
Victoria Island, Grand Shaganash and Roche Debout stations were used principally 
as fall fisheries; and as that part of the season was very stormy—the prevailing 
winds coming from the lake—the fish kept out in deep water. For these reasons. 
the decrease in the yield of fishing in this division as shown by the above statement, 
is not to be wondered at. The law was well complied with. 


LAKE SIMCOE DIVISION. 


A. McKenzin, Overseer. 


4 


CoMPARATIVE STAEMENT of the yield and value of fisheries in this division - 
LS a RESETS TN 


oetsenee 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 
PV WIDENED Oris cca. hice egrets eacet as eesttuiuste raat OO a ac ceuser nasconaes 116 124 
do NO:/ST CGE i cacyuneteaeus veld eb cabeebust ancl een nema ie A G40 ccculenss scomeennall al eeameemmeceere 
COME TOTS ice een ule, Wiles meen, Ue ular minute AG a inceesesu rae 308 347 
MLO NG: LVERD di nsususodusuy aesryoreued snnuae cine EOS suet wee cma nen 2, O30 | Meas cathasdduans Lienwateahuenet ae 
PIREEING OTIS A. ccyee tee scsive peactee on Neh ae nee 1 caer eater eupeeee 30 20 
BARITONE: DELS es cua scesarsleneet taste yee ere does toc Cea eae ntae  He one Ge encore ry El. | cotniis'ephabeeetn a 
PGS OLS he i wup sa beimeadbeoseinas eee sen oats aau tilly Male, | aeowaawen heeseecey TOY biases eee tae - Sasespoer states 
BS ITCKCPOL, MOLES tees leap setnte ns eu avenue aaetid ss apctnee erente Nadas se tiene eee thie leche g Lic donee ciiadaeiadine tae 
Total icicle ae rena 113 78 454 491, 
WALI? aceahscatab ered ustaeras never ties $1,010 $1,677 $4,390 | $4,830 


a ee 


The above statement shows a slight increase over the yield of last year. This 
increase would have been larger had it not been for stormy weather. 
The close seasons were well observed, and give general satisfaction. 
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| LAKE SCUGOG DIVISION. 


. A. J. HArrineton, | rg NAL eee 
JOHN McALLISTER, Minako 

The fish appeared to have suffered from the severity of the winter, and were not 
as numerous as formerly. The law was well observed. The fish-way at Lindsay is 
reported as inefficient, being situated in the wrong place. 


L 


CHARLESTON AND GANANOQUE DIVISIONS. 
Davin Haminton, Guardian. 


The yield of the fisheries in this division is valued at about $1,820. The fish are 
caught by residents, and mostly used for home consumption. 


os 


PETERBOROUGH AND VICTORIA DIVISIONS. 


4 GEORGE CocHRANE, 


verseer's. 
JAMES SUTHERLAND, 0 ‘ 


The law was well complied with in this division. The fish, under vigilant guar- 
idianship, are reported as increasing ina sensible manner. Mr. Cochrane issued 209 
permits to anglers during the season. 


ee 


MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND LAKE DIVISION. 
James McFappern, Overseer. 


Six nets and one spear were seized during last season for infraction of the fishery 


Jaws. 


MADAWASKA RIVER AND LAKE DES CHATS DIVISION. 


Joun Lyon, Overseer. 


Fish were not so numerous this season as on previous years, owing principally to- 
sawdust and mill rubbish, which has accumulated at the mouth of the Madawaska 
River and Lake des Chats. The law was otherwise well observed. 


> & 


RetTuRN of the Number and Value of Vessels, 
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together with the Yield and Value of Fish in the Province of Ontario. 


KINDS, QUANTITIES AND PRICES oF FISH. 
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APPENDIX 
RETURN of the Number and Value of Vessels, Boats, Nets, &c, 
for the 
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Vessels. Boats. Gill Nets. Seines, Pound Nets. 
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‘owether with the Yield and Value of Fish in the Province of Ontario, 
‘year 1876. 
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together with the Yield and Value of Fish in the Province of Ontario. 
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APPENDIX 
Return of the Number and Value of Vessels, Boats, Nets, &c., 
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17.—Continued. 


together with the Yield and Value of Fish in the Province of Ontario. 
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KINDS AND QUANTITIES OF FISH. 


Va.un, &c. 


Ss S a > 4 
: B= “ & = z 
p>} ‘onte rt tml al oe 
s IBA | & oe 
- eT Lae et i eas = Ss Seat a 
| ; : : se 
- : : : | @ 
‘PIA | & : : : | Ss 
B | : : - 
| . : 
> =e gS ee Ty Seen sae er 9 aes 
a i : eet - S| 
| “‘Ysely | we ra a a = 
N 
"yst JO S — Ri 3 |S 
P “ONT ae) “_ N ae 
S]1q JO ‘ON [BJO], |S 
Se ae “a - Sa: =e ge 
‘sjiq ‘YSIq es1B0D | ee | 3 
/ SE RE scrae e ih = Gees ee ies 
‘s[iq “[oraHoId | : : | % 
Pee AG as tent ae eo Es oo at iat = eae 
“sqaq ‘oxId | : = | = 
——— to. 7s ets foe =) Beare ie Ge NS 
‘sliq ‘ssvg | @ ~ - a | a 
i at ae ma ee a ice Sars eer 
“spiq ‘aduourysByy | : me % | a 
Sea EY ee arn mene Oe TRS We OS eet 
"sjrq ‘s00810g | : : : : | S 
‘sjaq ‘Zull19y | : : : | = 
Rn ene Ee Oe ke Ta 3 22. > aoe De 
sjiq ‘ynory, | : sy : 
ON ‘USA OFA | |: 
Sq ‘GStA OFLA | 2 
ee ee Sa Se a, SS ae BS mney Tee eens Ee 2 1 69 
. ¢ a a 
s[1q “Sta OGM : 12 
! : = nN 
| aa Sirs tie 3 : =(z 
oi. Sa, ee ee bt 
ae 
ei a | anI BA | fe + ~ 
o+ SE ae ees ei I. 
2 — Se ee 
AP) ad) 
| bo | ON | | “ 


216 


APPENDIX No. 18, 


REcAPITULATION of the Number and Value of Vessels, Boats, eae &ec., together 
with the Yield and Value of Fish in the Province of Ontario, for the year 1875.. 


FISHING VESSELS, BOATS AND NETS EMPLOYED. 


| | No. of 
—— .| Number. | Tonnage. | Rods. | Menke Value. 
FT TEASE CENTLY URNS rae ton Sea acted an pene a al NTT iceemE ulianke me Tecate sae rons 59 0 07 
S cts. 
Veasels ........ Seeepireee Sern vSaleldasenoasice Wesheseue causes 11 2 Sseveany 4 - 46 18,100 00 
ALOT SAD LAN BE Rae Bagh Sah AP Ue Ree. a S28 Wo dsseceee UME Westeasa sates 2,332 47,389 00 
Gill nets........0000 EM ae Fatane eee | DU Se oY aia oe i a 27,0987 | ca eas : 67,196 00 
Seines ........ Gane edass BBA ee RA Dede ls tiwenindevess 1S Ls ne A Bi 0OT WW seer ee, : . 49,682 00 
POUNE MCC ys ecsceces Cece bes ene eeee ns ALD has | Dall tet ote 1,708 Eoevadece 14,625 00 
Hoop nets sccsessecseees iveaaein suesharehive mart meats | 21D. i se uccece oth al taKwveusetes aounnhe * 4,755 00 
SSCOOP DOCS Co Ue hatiete ew eashehnet ete ME UES se deencceiMi® Sak cave deg ME ci oss ea tae | 104 00 
TOthld ...0.2:0. ee CS Malev 9,261 | 275 } 67,110 2,378 | 201,851 00 


Kinbs, Quantities and Value of Fish as compared with the Year 1874. 
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APPENDIX No. 19 


Quantity and Vauux of Fish Caught and Exported from Prince Edward Island im 
the Year 1875 :— 


wn nm, a Sennen <eneeneennnene eoeeeeeneneneereeeee 
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Year. Articles. | Quantity. Value. 
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Beer MER RRR ASIN 565 secves ia saunas so ndoret yen GA Fess cit sesso eels | 17,990 142,973 00 
do Herring, brls.........+: Veeaiian. anuhgin VAS evmbals sia Wuacd ops Coen des oy oe te 2,151 7,608 00 
do PPTL CABILLOM), “ COLNTBIS :.05cesuepcssssnce ceoesesns cdorecsaerene.s. 13,054 28,338 00 
do ebreom Pn nNGd) eaneor sc 8 feet see wee | 10,280 3,129 00 
do EewEmrere (DESO VOU), [DRiititcees oescecesedianhe mir een 75,624 23,938 00 
do Oysters (fresh) Drlg......... socssese cesses S Paunaddedners bah bist heres te 39 | 78 00 
do Seafish (not pickled) lbs........... | 2,000 100 00 
do ROOMOE KINGB. 0. saivernnjdcvivverarccesvedsciveacdvecd hited eat eas 182 9,780 00 
do Co 5 IE ao SE SEE Fe Ei ee edhe aiey Ape Cree pM 470 216 00 
| EC UAL: VBI Gc osatsabeve eee chs ooh tek sy coveps tcevys Pi sow bavde laaeeidecsdative 216,160 00 

0 2S ese <9 2 EEE Dee IRA ane er Aa < PAS AC Can oak ene ante ae Seopa eae : 


Of the foregoing, there were shipped to 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


ES 


Year. Articles. Quantity. Value. 
| $$ cts. 
PRN RATE Fie age yh Sa dss harssivs ca beet lResia saline Diets Naniaradead abaya 1,752 4,818 00 
do PEURAIIONS dives « “eu ueeks (bes ia pabb ane Sokmabews Velamber aa esaxteph eb Parrenaten Rots 9,680 2,792 00 
Oy ee aR a Raa ance ema MM IEaeL cam 2 EME), 5 68,000 20,494 00 
28,104 00 


WEST INDIES. 


Year. | Article. Quantity. | Value. 
see re er Sora de EE 
$ cts. 
1875. A” epee canasuge s bénbaeepahpentansk tings peansese eccuseutacs 7,510 11,607 00 
do ELCUREM I anccieloeen'ss vonep ku’ biamebbiktetisdapuaianssan depeomme painedaboabesen 150 412 00 
do NT os vn ian snog sensrohsnwongha mameatiansrtateen ameEe Uta oeeee 600 337 00 
do Lobsters ...... ies mids Gexendnansicubevadtenneasods wok a Giend-siaoneinaen'ebe’ 1,152 144 00 
do SUUMERIE cok esbeas povegn sasdaci: soueuve damsiteDabenndenatbuden ined aueth veuane 2,000 100 00 
do SRUPNNT ME UMIO 3.25 wcubecun tebiadceesmhancttoumas seovee tema t eas wicbaie 2 10 00 
12,610 00 
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UNITED STATES. 


nn 


Year. | Article. Quantity. | Value. 
oo, en 
ea cts 
1875. |Mackrel.......cccccssssseseseve soees ssa baelcaevees pus@eeidelues cen eea mews esaen 17,990 142, ot 00 
do HEIring ...c0sseecceees snnnee coennenee consernee coos se lbak wen disveueibessueens seat 2,001 7, 196 00 
do Codiish’ <4... <. docsansuestanies ee iumencweeeinie somes Jasenccusnnedeesionanceass S,1 oe 11, 913 00 
do \Lobsters .....+ +0 desadecee conven septeasn Jas pebueaesaegagieveene sevassmewicles wen ¢ 6,472 3,300 00 
do Pee rilcida sel dvalcoaline eee tauene eviediatedben tics teases Mba me crtee cs 180 ] 9,770 00 
do BUSI Ol vescs ccsapet seers an se essen aneerenee Meeaticeteastnceseeepeeae gesee® 470 | 216 00 
| a 175,368 00 
LARA Monae ean USC ENNONE: 2. AS legato wna tame ae TOE TPN oe ee 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 
ee a 
l 
| 
Year. Article. | Quantity. Value. 
| $ ets. 
1875. Oysters, br1d........6seeeeeees Sb sdeossel Galva deleu slencadsorsiensevesonsecenexes | 29 | 58 00 
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ST. PIERRE. 


Year. Artiele. Quantity. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Places. Value. 

ST OMe i th UN vB TON ss he ee eT Sag he EE ect eh ee ee espe. 4 
$ cts. 

AS PRET DYLAN de sesceos csaess ieeeckaneaobenseesenoun end BIO CHUAN 2 END an MC RCSGATELG ABBR CHIP Si peeb ie palin ana Ae 28,104 00 

Vise t SLITCIOS scscdccce weconeN’cc cs edbsuee Gacenciudisecentcaplenatennasmasebe ses be cneacas amenns swansea AD Gageaneneeues 12, 610 00 

Mr GO roth GES cuceses ss oe sdoce ve seaaweese coe PES UR Me UNM palo DLS, ne le gta ed data deaths see duyeeaees 175, 368 00 

Newfoundland scstiledeccscocenciecsousocevecctseseagecwnvseincvsseanehesess\secsceusslapewesssclssueluanvirnessissenvenne 58 00 

St GPE bRisconcwinewnkanoscwnteldipas ivan cokers deter Uoe Gidea oathora snot bra eoputaittn ah acelicips ahuclononet apna oiarolentol We slmnitind SEES 20 00 


216,160 00 
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APPENDIX: 2No> ' 20: 


EXTRACT FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BRITISH COLUMBIA 
AGENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND _ FISHERIES, 
(JAMES COOPER, ESQ.,) DATED AT VICTORIA, 287TH JULY, 1875. 


To the Hon. A. J. Smrru, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Ottawa. 


THE SALMON FISHERIES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


An important branch of industry is developing year by year on the banks of 
the Fraser River, but this, to be successful, like many others in new countries, 
requires a fostering care. Already are the fishermen of the Province beginning to 
complain of the various causes calculated to depreciate the business of salmon curing, 
and it is apprehended by gentlemen engaged therein that it is absolutely necessary 
that the same or similar protective measures should be resorted to on the Fraser as 
have been found necessary, and subsequently found successful, on the Sacramento 
and Columbia Rivers. I beg to append a few reasons furnished to me by Mr. Ewan, 
of the firm of Loggie & Co., of New Westminster, for the apparent decline of salmon 
in our waters. He states :— 


“ From information gathered from the Indians on the upper waters of the 
“ Fraser on the main river that there are large spaces of the spawning beds des- 
“ troyed from gold mining ; light, soft sand carried on to the hard gravolly beds 
“ which destroys the eggs or spawn. There are also large quantities of salmon 
“spawn destroyed in all the side streams by the Indians, both in the fall and spring. 
“Tn the fall they take spawn by the ton and dry it, mixing it with a certain kind of 
“‘ moss, and baking it into food for the winter. They also, in the spring, take the, 
“‘ young fry by the million and use them fresh for food, also drying them in the sun, 
“ stringing them with a needle and packing them off to the various Indian camps, 
“who at certain seasons camp at the different places on the river where spawn and 
“ fry are plentiful. 

‘Tt would be a great gain to the revenue of the country if the Government would 
“ take in hand the protection of salmon by prohibiting this wholesale destruction by 
“the Indians, and by introducing a system of artificial breeding. The Harrison 
“ River and lakes are well calculated for the purpose, and a great deal of good could 
“be done at small expense. 

‘Tt is to be hoped that the Department of Marine and Fisheries will see the 
“ desirability of meeting these great wants, and cause a general survey to be made 
“by some experienced person. 

“ There is nothing to prevent the Fraser from being as good a fishing river as 
“the Columbia. Our fish are said to be finer in texture and flavour, but the Columbia 
“has the advantage of large tracts of natural breeding grounds, which are probably 
“not disturbed by the same causes as those on the Fraser.” 

I have received the following communication from Messrs. Stahl, Schmidt & Co.. 
enclosing a very interesting paper upon the protection and breeding of salmon, which 
I beg to forward as requested :— 
“ Wuarr Srreet, 20th July, 1875 


‘“Strn,—We beg to enclose a copy of a cutting from an American newspaper, 
“ containing the views of Professor Baird, United States Commissioner, on the sub- 
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“ject of the protection of salmon, and shall feel obliged if you will, after perusal, 
“ forward the same to headquarters. 

‘‘ We are connected with the fisheries on the Fraser River, and are in a position 
‘‘ to state that in the opinion of some of those best fitted to judge, it would be desir- 
‘able to introduce into this Province the mode of preserving the fish by artificial 
“hatching similarly as suggested in the enclosure, and we venture to bring the 
“ matter forward for the consideration of the Department as worthy of investigation. 

‘‘ We have the honour to be, Sir, 
“ Your obedient servants, 


“ (Signed) STAHL, SCHMIDT & CO. 
“ Capt. JAMES COOPER.’ 


The protection of salmon in the Columbia River and its tributaries, as well as 
the shad and other fish in California waters, has been attracting considerable 
attention during the past two years, and has been the subject of Congressional 
enquiry. 

. The Committee on Commerce in the Senate has had the matter under considera- 
tion, but owing to the press of other business they were unable to report at the 
lately concluded Session. 


PROFESSOR BAIRD’S' VIEWS. 


In response to a letter of enquiry, Professor Spencer F. Baird, United States _ 
Commissioner, has forwarded to the Committee a long letter pertaining to the ‘ 
matter under enquiry. Among other things he says, that in all probability the 
experience of the salmon fisheries of the Columbia River will be similar to that of 
many noted streams in the Hastern United States and in Europe, in which salmon 
were formerly as abundant in proportion to the volume of the water as they now are 
in Columbia, but in which they have been entirely exterminated or else reduced to 
such small numbers as to be of very little economical importance. 


THE CAUSES 


which have brought about those results are various, among which he mentions as of 
most importance that of excessive fishing at untimely seasons, especially where the 
fish are in the habit of depositing their spawn; second, the establishment of dams 
preventing the upward movement of the fish to their spawning ground; third, some 
change in the physical condition of the stream. It is not the actual capture of the 
fish before they deposited their eggs that produces the interference referred to under 
the first head, but their disturbance while engaged in the operation of spawning. 
Success in this requires perfect quiet and deliberation, and if nets are being dragged 
or set in the vicinity of the spawning grounds, the fish will be prevented from coming 
together at the critical period, and the fertilization of the eggs will not take place. 


THE EFFECTS OF DAMS. 


The erection of artificial dams and other obstructions to the upward movement 
of the fish produces an equally injurious effect. Of course so long as the salmon 
supply of a river is kept up by the natural spawning of the fish, everything depends 
upon their having access to suitable grounds. These consist of gravel bed, under a 
more or less rapid current of water in which the fish can excavate channels for the 
deposit of their eggs, and where they can be properly developed. These conditions 
are usually to be found only in the upper waters of rivers. It is an established 
axiom in the history of such fish as the shad, salmon and fresh water herring that 
run up from the sea to spawn, that they always seek to return, for the purpose of 
spawning when mature, to the place where they were first introduced into the water ; 
and if the original home of the salmon be the head waters of any stream, they will 
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endeavour to ascend to that point, never turning from their way to the right or left. 
Year after year they will return as far as the first barrier, and if this be impassable 
they will remain there, sometimes destroying themselves in vain efforts to reach 
their destination, and the operation of reproduction, except in very rare cases, will 
not be performed. This difficulty may be remedied by the construction of suitable 
fishways, permitting the ascent of the fish to the desired upper levels. 


THE PROGRESS OF CIVILIZATION, 


The third important cause of the diminution of these fish consists in changes in 
the physical condition of the country consequent upon the progress of civilization, 
this resulting from the destruction of the forest and underbrush of the region, and the 
consequent alterations in the character of its drainage. Where the surface of a region 
is covered with forests the rains as they fall are taken up by the soil or absorbed by 
the dead leaves and mosses under the trees, so that the drainage is gradual. Floods 
are unfrequent, as are also low stages of water. The average depth is maintained 
throughout the year, while various hills and cold springs maintain a regular discharge 
into the tributaries which flow into the7main stream, and thus keep the water at a 
comparatively low temperature. 
With the clearing up of the land the whole physical condition seems to be altered. 
The falling rain is not retained, but rushes off in a flood, which, as far as the salmon 
are concerned, interferes with their general movements and destroys the spawning 
beds, tearing out the gravel where the eggs are deposited, or covering to the depth of 
many inches, so that the young, if hatched, cannot emerge. At other times the 
water is extremely low, scarcely affording a passage for the fish. The absence of the 
continued flow of the cold' springs permits a zreat increase in the temperature of the 
waters, bringing it up to adegree beyond that which the salmon can sustain, 


THE DESTRUCTION OF FISHERIES BY REFUSE MATTER. 


Still a fourth case of disturbance may be fuund in the introduction of refuse 
material, as that from gas works, factories, paper mills, &c. This, however, has not 
materially affected the salmon fisheries of the United States, whatever it may have 
done abroad. From one, or from several of these causes combined, the salmon 
fisheries of the Eastern United States have been totally destroyed, so that, within a 
period of less than fifty years these fish occurred in immense quantities, and, indeed, 
to such an extent that paupers in workhouses, servants and apprentices protested 
against being obliged to eat them oftener than twice or thrice in a week, but have 
become an unattainable luxury. The same experience has been had in Europe, 
especially in Great Britain. 

THE THREATENED DANGER. 


Warned by these facts we can readily appreciate the change which threatens 
the salmon fisheries of the Columbia River, in which region these fish occur at the 
present time in greater abundance and larger variety of species than almost anywhere 
else on the face of the globe. Even now it is stated that the diminution is appreci- 
able, although it may be many years before this becomes very marked, yet such a 
result is sure to arrive in time, especially as every year witnesses an increase in the 
number of establishments devoted to the preparation of the salmon in some form or 
other, 

ARTIFICIAL HATCHING PROPOSED. 


The method by which the salmon fisheries of the Columbia River can best be 
kept up, in at least an average degree of efficiency, are two fold: Firstly, the enact- 
ment of suitable laws regulating the numbers, the period and the season of capture of 
the fish; and secondly, by hatching them artificially at some suitable point. As far 
as the first provision is concerned there is no doubt that the measures asked for by 
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the Legislature of Oregon would be efficient if they could be enforced, this assertion 
being amply warranted by the results of similar action in relation to the Scottish 
Rivers. Not many years ago, after the attention of the British Government was 
called to the very great diminution in the salmon fisheries, a very stringent series of 
laws was formed, and a Board of Commissioners, with a suitable body of police, was 
called into existence to attend to this interest. Tne beneficial effects were felt in a 
very few years, and now streams, the rental of which ten years since was less than 
fifty pounds sterling annually, being hundreds and even thousands of pounds. 


THE EFFECT OF FISH LAWS. 


By means of such laws the first condition referred to as affecting the fisheries 
will be remedied; and even if the periods indicated in the resolutions of the Oregon 
Legislature, namely, a close time trom 9 o’clock in the morning of Saturday until 6 
o’clock Sunday evening, through the season, and an absolute cessation of captures 
from the 15th July to the 1st September, may not be the best, yet due enquiry would 
probably determine this point satisfactorily. Such a weekly cessation from fishing 
would doubtless permit a sufficient number of graved fish to reach the upper waters, 
and if undisturbed while actually spawning the supply would probably be maintained 
indefinitely. 

CONGRESSIONAL ACTION SUGGESTED. 


In the United States, however, it has always been found very difficult to enforce 
laws in regard to the fisheries. When passed by the States they involve an 
extensive police for their execution. No precedent has yet been established by the 
General Government in regard to legislation for the protection of fish, either in the 
interior or coast waters; and while with many it is a question whether the General 
Government possesses the right to interfere, it has, by most persons been considered 
expedient to leave such matters to the States, within whose boundaries the waters lie. 
Of course, the United States possess a certain jurisdiction over the navigable waters, 
especially such as are common in several States. Even more unquestionable is the 
right to take action in regard to the fisheries of the water boundaries between it and 
Canada on one side, and Mexico on the other. In the case of the Columbia River, all 
the States drained by its system of waters are affected, especially Oregon and Wash- 
ington and Idaho Territories, and it might be difficult to obtain suitable concurrent 
legislation from them. for the protection of fish. Still laws, without providing the 
means for their enforcement would be a dead letter, and it is a serious question what 
means are at command of the United States for the detection of infractions of any law 
on this subject and enforcing its penalties. Special fish wardens would need to be 
employed, and perhaps the services of a reve ue steamer called in to their aid during 
the close time referred to. 


THE RESULT IN THE SACRAMENTO RIVERS. 


A still better procedure, however, would be to employ the now well understood 
methods of artificial multiplication of fish, so as to maintain the present number 
indefinitely, and even to increase them if desired. A small and inexpensive hatching 
establishment could easily be erected on the Columbia River, near one of the great 
spawning grounds, and the eggs hatched in any desirable number. The experience 
of the United States Fish Commission in hatching salmon on the Sacramento River 
shows that, after the erection of the shanties, troughs and other machinery required, 
the expense of hatching each million of eggs may not exceed $1,000, so that for - 
$10,000 annually, 10,000,000 eggs could be obtained, and by far the greater number 
return to the waters as young fish. The average number of eggs to the fish, in the 
case of large salmon, may be estimated at 5,000, some fish yielding considerably more 
than this, and others less. Ten thousand eggs to the fish would probably be an 
excessive estimate. 
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NATURAL SPAWNING. 


In the case of natural spawning, however, many difficulties are in the way 
at every stage of the operation. It is well known that at the critical period the male 
and female are side by side, and that as the eggs are discharged into the water, the 
milt of the male is sent forth at the same time. A large number of eggs, however, 
fail to receive the fertilizing influence, and of course do not develop ; and.if the contact 
of the two elements be delayed even for a few seconds, the envelope of the eggs swells 
so that the small pores through which the spermatozoa obtain entrance into the 
interior, are closed and fecundation is impossible. In the next place the spawning 
ground is always infested by vast numbers of fish of all kinds, which find in the eggs 
a great delicacy, and as these are carried along down the current they are greedily 
snapped up, and a large percentage destroyed in a short time. 


HOW THE EGGS ARE LEFT TO HATCH. 


As the second operation in natural spawning, the salmon covers the eggs with 
slight layers of gravel, sometimes to such an extent as to render it impossible for the 
young, when born, to extricate themselves; and again, any rise in the river may 
bring down a quantity of sand and gravel, and do the same ill service. Such eggs as 
are unconcealed are sure to be devoured in view of the fact that a period of several 
months is required for their development. 

Again after the young are hatched and emerge from the gravel where they were 
concealed, they remain apparently a mass of animated jelly for an additional period. 
of weeks and months, during which, equally as in the egg state, they are the objects 
of pursuits by predaceous fish, frogs, water lizards, birds, &c., and it is not until the 
yolk-bags are absorbed, and the young fish is fully formed, that it is able to take care 
of itself and fight the battle of life. After that its chances of reaching maturity are 
very good. 


THE SMALL PERCENTAGE WHICH SURVIVES. 


A widely accepted estimate of the percentage of young salmon living to the stage 
of being able to teed for themselves, in comparison with the original of one pair of 
fish, isonly one to 1,000, so that from 5,000 eggs of one parent only five, not more, are 
believed to survive to that stage. The case is entirely different in the matter of arti- 
ficial impregnation and culture. In this operation the female is‘ caught and the eggs 
are sqeezed out, by pressure upon the abdomen, intoa pan. The male is then taken 
and the milt pressed from his body upon the eggs, a little water added, and the con- 
tents of the pan shaken together until every egg receives the proper influence, and 
the fecundation of the entire mass is accomplished. 


THE RESULTS OF ARTIFICIAL SPAWNING. 


The eggs are then placed in a hatching box and exposed to a continuous current 
of suitable water, at a low temperature, until their developement to the proper stage 
is complete. 

During this period they are carefully watched and protected from depredation 
from any quarter, and after they are hatched they are cared for in a similar manner, 
until the young become able to find their own food, after which they are placed in 
the water and left to shift for themselves. 

In the latter mode of treatment instead of only having one in a thousand reach 
this stage, it is very poor management that looses fifty ina thousand, and in fact, in 
many cases, the loss is entirely inappreciable. The recult is that the artificial treat- 
ment of-eggs from one pair of fish is equivalent to the natural yield of 1,000 pair of 
parents. 
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TRANSPORTING THE EGGS. 


During the season of 1874 there were secured at the United States breeding 
establishment on the McLeod River 6,000,000 of eggs. Of these 1,000,000 were | 
hatched and returned to’ the Sacramento River, and the others were forwarded to 
States east of the Missouri River and were hatched out in vreat part by the State 
Commissioners’ of Fishery and introduced into the more suitable streams. The eggs 
were kept in the hatching boxes on the McLeod River for six weeks, and after the 
eggs began to show in the embryo, were taken out, packed in boxes between layers 
of damp moss and sent to their destination. 

Owing to the heat of the season some of the lots were prematurely hatched out 
in the moss; the greater number, however reached their destination in good con- 
dition, and it is probable that the yield was five millions of young. The five million 
of young fish according to the preceding calculation are equivalent to 5,000,000,000 
eggs spawned naturally, or the progeny of from half a million to one million pairs of 
fish. The total cost of the work on the McLeod river was about $10,000; a very 
trifling expenditure compared with the benefits which are likely to be derived by 
the introduction of this magnificent fish into the streams of the United States. 


WHAT THE COMMISSIONER RECOMMENDS. 


Professor Baird unhesitatingly recommends that instead of © i« ‘passage ef pro- 
tective laws which cannot be enforced, except at very great expense anc win much 
ill-feeling, measures be taken either by the conjoint efforts: of the States and Terri 


tories interested, or by the United States, for the immediate erection 0° 4 «tonne 
establishment on the Columbia River, and the initiation, during the prosen’ year, o£ 
the method of artificial hatching of these fish. The cost of doing t= 01 a proper 


scale for the first season would probably amount to fifteen or twenty thouaand 
dollars; although after the buildings ave erected an expenditure of from ten to 
twelve thousand dollars annually would doubtless meet all requirements. 
There can be no reasonable doubt as to the success of such measures and of their 
ower, not only to maintain the present supply of fish indefinitely, but to increase it 
if desirable, The best station for such operations can only be determined by investi- 
ation. 
i The Dalles would probably be very suitable for the purpose. There is a Govern- 
ment reservation at that point which may be used in this connection, and where 
there are already buildings which would obviate the necessity of so large an outlay 
as would otherwise be needed. : 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 


JAMES COOPER, 
Agent. 
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REPORT ON THE FISHERIES OF MANITOBA FOR THE YHAR 1875. 
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To the Hon. A. J. Surru, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Ottawa. 
TLirree Brrrain, District oF LIisGar, 
Province oF Manirosa, October 14th, 1875. 


Sir,—Having given, in my report of last year, a full account of the finny tribes 
that delight in the waters of this Province, I shall say nothing on that subject at 
present, but confine myself to a brief, and, I fear, somewhat imperfect, account of the 
take of fish within the Province since I had the honor of sending in my last report. 

In the fall of 1874 the number of whitefish caught at the different stations onthe 
shores of our lakes did not amount to an average, owing, most likely, to strong winds 
that blew at different times during the fishing season. These gales destroy the 
fisghermen’s expectations in two different ways: first, they confine him to the shore 
when he ought to be on the lake keeping his nets in order, and taking fish to the 
shore; secondly, heavy gales at all seasons drive the fish from the shores and 
shallows into deep water, where these creatures, taught by instinct, know they 
will avoid the danger of being stranded on the shore or crushed against the boulders 
on the shallows. These well-known facts may satisfactorily account for the deficiency. 

Three years ago a. few men formed. a joint stock company for the purpose of sup- 
plying the City of Winnipeg with fish, and to enable them to carry on the business 
they built a half-decked boat of considerable tonnage, and furnished themselves with 
the necessary supply of nets, seines, Xc., but, after making several trips from the City 
of Winnipeg tothe Little Saskatchewan, where they had established their fishery, and 
back to Winnipeg with the produce of their fishery, which consisted chiefly of white- 
fish, fresh and salted, they found that the business did not prove sufficiently remuner- 
ative, and therefore gave it up, and are now employed in freighting goods and 
provisions to the different stations on the shores of our great Lake. 

Yet, Iam confident that fisheries in Lakes Winnipeg and Manitoba cannot fail 
being highly remunerative, if carried on by partics who can command the requisite 
amount of capital, knowledge and enterprise. 

The winter fishing in the lower part of Red River has been very good. 
Thousands of pike have been taken with hook and line, to which we may add a great 
number of perch and suckers, taken in nets; so that, we may say, without any exag- 
geration, that the above specified fishes have always been and still are, especially 
during the eold season of the year, “ the staff of life” to the horde of Indians who have 
taken up their abode on the lands set apart, or reserved for their benefit. 

The water was very high in Red River during the first two months of the summer, 
and during that time gold eyes were taken in very great numbers in both our rivers, but 
since the water fell off they have become very few. Thesturgeon,l am sorry to say, 
have nearly forsaken our river as their spawning grounds, consequently the numbers 
taken were but small. 

The catfish have been taken in great abundance in the marshes that are on each 
side of the river, near its mouth, but the attempts made to take that kind of fish in the 
river were attended with very little success. 

Our people have gone to the Lakes in considerable numbers to try their fortune 
at the fall fishing. ‘The wea‘her, up to the present time, has been unfavorable, as one 
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strong wind has succeeded another at very short intervals since the beginning of this 
month. However, we have not yet had any word from them. 

Permit me here to observe that the last two paragraphs of my former report 
have been jumbled together in the printed copy, and thereby convey to the reader’s 
mind a different idea to that which the manuscript was intended to give, and which 
read substantially as follows :— 

“Ord. Saw mills; of late years, have been erected near the river. The sawdust 
+s thrown into heaps near the river, into which it is carried by every blast of’ wind 
that blows and by every shower of rain that falls.” | 

“4th. During the last twenty-five or thirty years an Indian village has grown 
up on each side of the Red River, and is now included in the Indian Reserve. These 
people, as a rule, have to live on fish at all scasons. They stretch their nets and 
lines across the river, which, I believe, must obstruct the progress of the fish up the 
river, and may be the means of turning the greater part of them back to the Lake. 
And we may credit this Indian population with their full share of filth added to the 
water.” 

I have the honor to be, Si, 
Your obedient servant, ’ 


D. GUNN, SEn., 
Fishery Overseer, Manitoba. 
PST enclose a copy of the Fishery Regulation, passed by the Governor and 
Council of Assiniboine in 1865. 
D. G. 


EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF COUNCIL HELD THE 30Tu DAY OF MAY, 1865. 


“To Mr. DonaLp Gunn, SEN., 


« Petty Magistrate, Lower Section. 3 
22nd October, 1£68, 


“There was 4 petition presented to the Gouncil, signed by 180 persons, praying 
« the Council to take into consideration the state of the fishery in the Red River and 
« Agsiniboine, with a view to preventing the injury arising from the erection of weirs 
« or barriers in these rivers, whereby a great destruction of fish was caused, and the 
“« majority of the people were prevented from catching a fair share of the fish on 
“ which, even in ordinary seasons, and much more in a season like this, so many 
“ were dependent for their means of living. | 

“ After due deliberation it was unanimously 

“ Resolved,—That it shall be unlawful to erect any weirs or barriers in any part 
«of the Red River or Assiniboine; and that on receiving information of the exist- | 
4¢ ence of any such weirs or barriers, any Magistrate shall be, atter Ist July, and 
‘ hereby is, empowered to order any constable to remove the same.” . 


A true copy. Ls 
. OW SRY SNEED 
“ Clerk of Council.” 


APPENDIX No. 22. 


REPORT OF SAMUEL WILMOT, ESQ., IN RELATION TO FISH-CUL- 
TURE IN CANADA FOR THE YEAR 18%. 


‘To the Honorable A. J. Surrn, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, &c., &¢., &e. 


Srr,—I have the honor herewith to forward to your Department a report of my 
proceedings in connection with the work of fish-culture during the past year; a 
science which is now becoming very wide-spread in its operations, not in Canada 
«lone, but also throughout the United States of America, and one which I have 
faken an active part in bringing to its present important position and usefulness. 

The progress made in artiticial fish-culture by the Governments of Canada and 
of the United States during the past year has been very satisfactory and forms a 
good index to the estimation in which this new industry is held by the people: 

With the general prosperity which has attended the transactions of your 
Department in Pisciculture in former years, the season of 1875 will record ‘still 
greater strides made in its development in the construction of two additional estab- 
lishments and in the enlargement, and improvement of some of those which were 
erected in former years. 

The two new buildings for the artificial propagation of fish just referred to, are 
Jocated at very distant points from each other in the Dominion, and arranged for the 
production of different kinds of fish; the one on the Detroit River at Sandwich, in 
Ontario, being specially intended for the rearing of white-fish, and the other on the 
Sackville River, near Halifax, in Nova Scotia, for the propagation of salmon, It will 
be my object here to lay before your Department some particulars in relation to the 
-ocation and construction of, and success already accomplished at, each of these estab- 
Xshments, 


Whitefish Culture at Sandwich. 


Upon the receipt of instructions from your Department, I proceeded in the early 
vart of the summer to the extensive whitefish fisheries near Sandwich, on the Detroit 
Salles where it was proposed to erect works for the artitical methods of propagating 
fish; with the view that by this process, tie rapidly decreasing supplies of white- 
fish in the waters of that section of Ontario might be arrested and eventually 
increased. It was reputed that, as tne artiticial rearing of the young of the salmon 
had been attended with marked success, where it had been applied in other parts of 
Canada, the application of the same system to the reproduction of white fish would 
result in a like satisfactory manner, 

The first successful attempt recorded for the artificial rearing of the COrregonus 
albus oy whitefish of America was made by me at Newcastle in 1867 and 1868, 
when large numbers were hatched out, and the young fry were reared in very cir- 
cumscribed ponds till many of them attained the weight of a pound and upwards, 
Experiments of a like natwre have been repeated since; but always upon a very 
limited scale. The above circumstance induced many fish-cuiturists in the United 
States to enter into this work of breeding white-tish; amongst whom were Dr. 
Fletcher, of New Hampshire; Seth Green, of Rochester, N. Y.; and the Hon. N. W. 
Clark of Michigan. These gentlemen, particularly the last named, entered into the 
work with great enthusiasm. Mr. Clark has written largely and ably in relation to 
the culture of this valuable fish. All of the experiments conducted by these gentle- 
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men and the one first entered into by myself were carried on by the use of pure 
spring water, as the medium in which the ova were hatched out. Never having used 
spring water for the breeding of fish in any of the establishments heretofore erected 
by me (except in the one ‘nstance above related), and believing that such is not the 
habitat where the larger and more numerous of the commercial fishes of this country 
resort to deposit their-spawn, both on account of the very limited supply and small 
area.of spring water obtainable for that purpose, as well as thewhigher temperature 
it possesses over rivers oF other waters where fish almost universally deposit then 
eggs; therefore, in view of the contemplated erection of extensive works’ for’ the 
artificial propagation of white-fish, I was strongly impressed with the conviction 
that the ordinary river water in which these fish themselves laid their eggs naturally, 
should be used in the rearing of them artificially. | | 

The Detroit River being an extensive natural spawning ground of the white- 
fish, and the Petite-Cote fisheries on it, being a point where the greater numbers of 
fish are usually netted during the spawning season, induced me to select a site there, 
near to the town of Sandwich, on which to erect an extensive Governmental estab- 
lishment for the artificial propagation of whitefish. The particulars in relation to 
the selection of the ground, together with the letting of the contract for the works, 
and the plans and specifications of the building and other transactions in relation 
thereto, were fully detailed in my report which was forwarded to your Department 
on the 30th of June last. 

I may mention briefly here that the contract was let by public tender.. A num- 


ber of competitors offered for the work. Mr. C. W. Gauthier being the lowest, the ~ 


contract was awarded to him. As I had to leave for the Maritime Provinces on duty, 
the supervision of the works during their construction was given to Mr. Goddard, an 
architect, who had furnished the plans and specifications, and who had been highly 
recommended to me for his professional ability. 

The building is large, commodious and slightly in Gothic style ; size, 90x32 feet. 
The first floor is adapted for fish-breeding purposes, with office and ante-room at the 
entrance. The upper floor is arranged for dwelling apartments and storeroom, and 
completed throughout in first-class style. The water supply is furnished by means 
of a four-inch wrought iron pipe running from a large water-tank underneath the 
building, and laid underground to the river's edge, and thence, 150 feet into the river, 
to the channel bank. By this means a constant flow of water from the channel of 
the river is conveyed to the tank in the building, from which it is pumped up to the 
hatching troughs, some six feet above, by means of a rotary pump, propelled by a 
four horse-power upright engine manufactured by the Waterous Engine Works Co., of 
Brantford. 

After returning from the Lower Provinces, I proceeded in October to Sandwich, 
in order to examine the building and prepare it for operations by procuring the 
necessary motive power, and by furnishing the requisite apparatus for the laying 
down of a large quantity of eggs during the approaching season in November. 

It was found necessary to have the hatching troughs and trays made at New- 
castle under my own supervision. The close approach of the spawning season left 
but little time to get in readiness the peculiarly intricate and novel apparatus indis- 
pensably requisite for the proper laying down and convenient handling of the many 
millions of such minute eggs as are those of the whitefish. 

There are several kinds of apparatus patented in the United States for the artifi- 
cial breeding of fish, each patentee claiming superiority over the other. The system 
introduced into the Sandwich establishment is such as had been experimented upon 
and used by me on a small scale at Newcastle as far back as 1868. It consists in 
having the breeding troughs made in the usual way, say twelve feet long by twelve 


inches wide, and ten inches in depth, and divided into a series of compartments. 


fiftcen inches long. Into these may be placed several layers of hatching trays, one 
upon the other, to the number of eight or ten, or more. Between each compartment 
in the trough a space of three inches is left, by which means the water may be made 


to flow either upwards or downwards through the eggs at pleasure, merely by revers- 
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ing the troughs end for end upon the staging which supports them. This narrow 
space of three inches, having a hole and plug at the bottom, is also used to draw off 
the water and sediment from each compartment without interfering with the adjoin- 
ing one. The breeding troughs are placed one after the other lengthwise of the room, 
Through these a steady flow of river water is made to pass, the troughs being con- 
paw irik by reans of short pieces of india—rubber hose let into the ends of each of 
them. — 
On the fifth of November the troughs, trays, and other apparatus described 
above were shipped by Grand Trunk Railway from Neweastle to Detroit, and by the 
cautious and accommodating conduct of the company’s officials at Toronto and New- 
‘eastle, reached their destination the following day. The arranging and putting 
together of machinery, apparatus, tanks and other requisites for the work was then 
proceeded with, and brought to a conclusion as expeditiously as possible. Sufficient 
progres was made to permit of laying down the first lot of eggs on the 10th of 
ovember, and by extra exertions all of the prepared space in the building was 
stocked with ova by the 16th November. By this time the spawning season of the 
whitefish had entirely ceased, and had it not been that eggs were procured from the 
fish enclosed in the pounds, a sufficient supply even for the then partial requirements © 
of the establishment could not have been. Bheanied: 

In this first commencement of such a novel and peculiar enterprise (unequalled 
in extent and capacity for artificial fish-culture on this continent), as the one just 
initiated at Sandwich for the specialty of propagating whitefish, difficulties innumer- 
able and almost insurmountable, had to, be overcome. The use of steam power, the 
difficult work of setting up machinery, and other newly invented appliances in fish- 
culture, the extreme dffliculty experienced in obtaining parent fish, the unavoidably 
rough and improper methods used in manipulating and impregnating the eggs on 
account of the lateness of the season, and in the employment of many unskilled | 
assistants, the very short time in which the whole work had to be performed—these 
drawbacks, with many others impossible to mention here, all combined to make this 
new venture a task of no ordinary mental or physical accomplishment, and also gave 
but little promise at the time for future success. 

Yet with all, present appearances would indicate the hatching out of ten or twelve 
millions of young whitefish, and even if this number should be much lessened, the most 
cheering and satisfactory results will have been achieved; and judging from the 
experience already obtained during this first season’s operations, every succeeding: 
year may be confidently looked forward to for producing largely increased numbers: 
of young fish, and as foreshadowing a means by which the now very much reduced 
fisheries on the Detroit River will become replenished. | 

The capacity of the present establishment at Sandwich, when fully completed 
and furnished, will admit of the laying down of fifty millions of whitefish eggs, and 
if a very low average estimate is taken of the product of these, namely fifty per cent., 
twenty-five millions of young white fish will be planted in the Detroit River annually 
by artificial means alone; thus giving the most confident assurance that the fisheries 
in the river, and in the upper portions of Lake Erie, must soon be greatly benefitted. 

This large number of artificially-bred young fish must also be considered as a 
clear gain, and as just so many saved from destruction, for by no possibility could any 
of the eggs thus obtained otherwise become fertilised or produce fish, from the fact 
that the ova so made productive were taken from the parent fish when hauled on 
shore by the fishermen to be sold near by for consumption, or artificially frozen to 
supply the markets of the larger cities in the United States during the winter 
months. 

It may not, therefore, be amiss to consider here, how far, and to what extent, & 
laudable work of this kind may be carried on for saving the immense quantities of 
the eggs of the whitefish, and of the salmon trout, which now, from the cupidity of 
the fishermen, and the almost impossibility of having proper close seasons, are 
annually lost to the waters of this country. A visit by any person to the fishing 
grounds in the late autumn, where white-fish and trout are taken, will give conclusive 
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evidence of the terribly great and wanton destruction of myriads upon myriads of the 
ripened ova of these valuable fish. The boats, nets and fishing gear of all kinds,. 
even the clothing of the fishermen engaged in the work, become perfectly besmeared 
with these eggs, and the beach and huts are alike literally covered with them, evin-. 
cing throughout the most selfish and barbarous destruction of that which nature has 
designed to increase and multiply—both food and riches—for the people of. this- 
country. 

Would it not then be wise that an effort should be made in the manner indicated 
to replenish the waters of Lake Ontario with both whitefish and salmon trout, the 
two principal commercia! fishes in it ? The fisheries at Hamilton, Toronto, Cobourg, 
Presquw’isle, Consecon, and Bay of Quinte, once yielding unlimited supplies of white 
fish, are now, comparatively speaking, almost depleted, and unless the means 
referred to be speedily adopted, or.a system enforced for the thorough prevention of 
the destruction of these fish during the spawning season, this natural source of wealth. 
in Lake Ontario must inevitably be lost. | 

The establishment at Sandwich was placed in charge of Mr. James Neevin, my 
‘principal assistant at Newcastle for several years past; he has shown great aptitude 
for the work, and his steadiness and sobriety of character commend him for the impor- 
tant duty he has to discharge. I desire also to state that the inhabitants generally, 
and the fishermen particularly, in that section of Ontario, recognise the introduction 
of this new industrial enterprise in their midst asa great boon, and hail it with 
much satisfaction, believing that it is designed to ultimately improve one of the — 

rincipal industries carried on there. The zeal displayed and generous action taken 

y the Member of the Commons, William McGregor, Esq., both in the inception and 
earrying out of this work, and the ready assistance so cordially givento me at all 
times in connection with my duty, entitles him to the best consideratlon. . 


Erection of Works in Nova Scotia. 


After completing the necessary arrangements at Sandwich, I proceeded to the: 
Lower Provinces with the view to inspect the several fish-breeding establishments in 
operation there, both as to the general efficiency and progress made at each since the: 
preyrons year, proposing to visit them en route, before reaching Nova Scotia, and 

rince Edward Island, where in both of these Provinces duties had been detailed for: 
- me to perform. 

Arriving at Ottawa about the 10th July, and after a conference with yourself and 
your Commissioner, I proceeded to the Saguenay River in order to muke more efficient 
arrangements for the proper working of the establishment at Tadousac. I also visited 
the A Mars and St. Jean Rivers to select, if possible, suitable places where arrange- 
ments could be made to secure a stock of parent salmon, that a sufficient supply of ova. 
should be readily procured for the Tadousac works. : 

Whilst engaged on the Saguenay, I was joined by Mr. Whitcher, who took the 
work in hand himself, and instructed me to proceed at once to Halifax ; and taking 
pees’ by one of the Gulf-port Steamers, I arrived there in the latter part of July. 

y this means no opportunity was afforded me of stopping at Gaspé, Restigouche or 
Miramichi to see the works at either of those places. This I regretted very much 
as it is’ of the utmost importance to your Department that each of the several fish- 
breeding establishments should be inspected annually. 

Arriving at Halifax with orders to select a site in the Province of Nova Scotia 
upon which I should erect an establishment for the artificial propagation of salmon, 
as expeditiously as possible, I at one set to work to procure all the imformation I could 
in relation to the rivers emptying into the sea for a considerable distance along the 
coast on either side of Halifax Harbour. For this purpose I called upon Messrs. Jones 
and Power (the members of the House of Commons for that section), both of whom 
were greatly pleased at the proposed introduction of the method of rearing salmon by 
artificial means, into that Province. — . 


Mr. Jones, M.P., took a lively interest in the cause, which assisted mein the prose- 


cution of my labours very materially, and joining me in visiting some of the streams, 
and giving his advice and personal attention in carrying out many of' the details of 
the work afterwards. I take this opportunity, also, to state that in no portion of 
Canada have I met with such a general feeling of satisfaction as was expressed by the 
citizens of Halifax and the people of the surrounding country with the action taken 
by your Department in introducing into Nova Scotia a means by which the 1ivers. 
there might be increased in their supplies of salmon. 

I am also under deep obligations to the then Administrator of the Government of 
Canada, General Sir O’Grady Haly, who, upon receiving information of my mission 
cordially gave me his valued experience and counsel, and also assisted me in person 
in an inspection tour of some of the rivers along the coast. ; 

Having made a personal inspection of the following rivers in the vicinity of 
Halifax Harbour, namely: The Salmon River, Sackville River with its tributaries, 
Nine Mile River, a portion of the head waters of the Shubenacadie, and also other 
smaller streams ; I then proceeded down the coast for the like purpose to St. Mar- 
garet’s Bay, and visited Indian River, Ingraham River, Hast River, and North East 
River. In nearly the whole of these streams salmon were reported to enter, but in 
very much less numbers than in former years; formidable barriers, such as mill- 
dams and lumber-dams, were noticed upon them, in some cases quite impassable for 
the ascent of salmon ; mill rubbish and sawdust were thrown indiscriminately into 
these streams ; these obstructions, to which may be added the barbarous practice of 
taking them by torchlight and spear in former times, have had the effect of greatly 
reducing the number of salmon in many of these waters, and almost exterminating 
them in others. [From information obtained from some of the inhabitants, and from 
a close inspection of the maps of the Province, I am led to believe that multitudes of 
streams containing greater and lesser volumes of water than those above mentioned 
empty into the sea all along the coast of Nova Scotia, into nearly all of which more 
or less salmon still enter, unless they are wholly detained on account of impassable, 
mill-dams. 

Having a desire to locate the first or original Piscicultural Institution of that 
Province in the vicinity of the city of Halifax, without prejudice, however, to its. 
actual and necessary requirements. I made special enquiry concerning the Sackville 
River, which had been strongly recommended by Mr. Whitcher, and to which par- 
ticular attention was subsequently drawn by General Haly. I also made several 
additional personal inspections of it. This stream empties into Halifax Harbour at 
the head of Bedford basin, an extensive and beautiful arm of the sea. Just at its 
mouth, where it debouches into the tidal waters of the basin, is the little town of Bed- 
ford, with its harbour, wharves, railway station, &c., distant ten miles from the city 
ot Halifax. In this river, it was reported to me by reliable authority, that salmon in 
considerable numbers still entered for spawning purposes ; and I also learned from 
old fishermen engaged in netting in the basin and harbour, that some few salmon 
were taken by them yearly directly in the estuary of the river. These fish would 
undoubtedly have been on their migration up the Sackville River. Information was 
also given by old inhabitants along the stream that salmon had been seen by them 
in the act of spawning during the previous autumn on some of the branches of the 
river. 

In addition to the advantages just described in relation to the Sackville River it 
may be menuioned that it flows through a moderately well-cultivated section of the 
Province; and is accessible to’and from it, (particularly the lower portions) at all 
seusons of the year either by railway or waggon, and during the greater part of the 
season also by steamboats and other sailing craft. The supply of water is at times 
very large—and during the droughts of summer there is a never-failing and abundant 
flow in it. 

Whilst the primary object of artificial fish-culture is to restock and multiply, 
fish in barren waters and depleted rivers, and toincrease supplies of food and enlarge 
commercial traffic in that commodity; other desirable views should not be wholly 
lost sight of, particularly in its first introduction into a Province ora country. There- 
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fore in the location of a site for anew industry of this kind it should be so placed 
that a large portion of the community whom it is intended to benefit would be en- 
abled, not only to conveniently visit the institution, but also have opportunities af- 
forded them of having occular demonstrations of its workings and usefulness. The 
erection of some new manufactory in a wilderness on some very remote place, 


simply because some particular advantage might be had in the procuring of motive 


power, or in obtaining the raw material wherewith to work it, would not conduce to 
the interests of the people or its projectors, generally, to such an extent as it would 
when placed in more populous parts and where its benefits would be directly felt. and 


fully appreciated. In like. manner ought this new enterprise for breeding fish by 


artificicl means to be considered by the inhabitants of the country. 
The Sackville River was accordingly chosen as being best adapted, under the cir- 
cumstances, for this purpose, and the site selected for the establishment of the neces: 


sary buildings was just.at its outlet into the tidal waters of Bedford Basin. ‘This spot. 


is admirably adapted to the institution. A fall of several feet in the river is formed 
here by the water tumbling over a series of boulders and rocky ledges, and the eleva- 
tion above is sufficient from whence to carry the water by means of an iron pipe 
underground to the tanks in the buildings, and thence into the hatching troughs. 
The site selected for the breeding-house cannot be obstructed or shut out from open 
view by any other buildings, being immediately on the river's edge and so located in 
every other way upon the property purchased by your Department that neither 
danger from fire nor interference of any kind need be apprehended. Another ad- 
vantage it possesses is, being only a few hundred yards from the conveniences of a 
railway station, steamboat landing, stage road, post and telegraph offices, and other 
accommodations. By these means the utmost facilities are offered for procuring 
supplies of salmon eggs from other parts of the Province, and also from any of the 
_ other fish-breeding establishments in the adjoining Provinces if found necessary. In 
like manner the location will be found very convenient for transporting the young 
fry either by water or rail to other rivers in the Province, where it may be found 
advisable to plant them. The site being selected, and the requisite land and water- 


privilees being purchased, no delay was made in commencing operations for putting 


up suitable buildings. For this purpose Messrs. Elliott & Bush,eGovernment Archi- 
tects, at Halifax, were directed to draw up plans and spécifications for a commodious 
and sightly structure, and tenders were asked for to carry on the work. After 
some delay six tenders were put in, varying in estimates from three thousand three 
hundred to four thousand two hundred dollars. After full consideration of the several 
offers made by the applicants, the contract was finally awarded to Mr. James Lawlor, 
a builder in Halifax, for the sum of three thousand three hundred dollars, and it was 
also stipulated that everything appertaining to it should be finally completed by 
the 15th day of October following. 

Arrangements were also entered into with a Mr. Talson, (who was made a special 
guardian of the river), to secure, if possible, a supply of salmon in the Sackville River, 
for which purpose permission was viven him to net or otherwise captwe them, 
doubts, however, existed with me whether a sufficient number of parent salmon could 
be procured in that river for stocking the establishment with eggs, on account of the 
lateness of the season and the fish having already passed by to the upper parts of 
the stream. | 

Everything having been done at this time that was possible towards the erection 
of the Nova Scotia establishment and supplying it with eggs for the coming season, 
I made arrangements for proceeding to Prince Edward Island in order to ¢arry out 
my instructions and to obtain practical knowledge concerning its rivers, with the 
view that at some future time fish-breading works would be put up on the Island to 


improve the salmon fisheries there, which were reported from all quarters to have 
become almost destroyed. 


Appended to this report will be found.a description by Mr. A. B. Wilmot of © 


operations at the breeding establisement near Halifax. It will therefor be unneces- 
sary for me to give here any lengthened statements concerning the progress there, 
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I cannot, however, refrain from making a few remarks in relation to the unexpected 
measure of success which has.thus far attended these operations. 

I have frequently drawn the attention of your Department in my former reports 
to the very serious difficulties experienced in getting, even ordinarily skilled assistants 
to take charge of the new piscicultural establishments that are annually built. Jam com- 
pelled to mention it again here, and had it not so happened that the spawing season 
of the salmon was to be somewhat later in Nova Scotia than in the adjoining Pro- 
vince at Miramichi, I fear the Halifax nursery could not have been opened during 
the past season. ) 

No person of experience could be had; neither could any of the skilled hands 
from the other establishments be spared to take charge of the Sackville institution ; 
fortunately, however, the operation of collecting eggs on the Miramichi River closed 
in sufficient time for me to obtain the services of Mr. A. B. Wilmot, the officer in charge 
the:e, who was immediatedly despatched to Halifax, where as will be seen from his 
report his success was such that some six hundred thousand salmon ova were obtained , 
at River Philip, and safely carried to the Seckville nursery. It is also extremely 
gratifying to further add that, from the latest accounts received from there, upwards 
of half a million of these eggs were so far advanced in incubation as to show forma- 
tion of the fry within them plainly. 

The present available space in the Bedford building, for the raising of salmon, 
may be so arranged as to accommodate the laying down of nearly three millions of 
ova; and judging from the facilities already obtained at the Musquodoboit and 
Philip Rivers for procuring eggs, to which may be added the probability of obtain- 
taining further supplies from other rivers along the coast, and from the Sackville 
River, it may be confidently anticipated that 1¢ will be stocked with salmon ova during 
the coming season of 1876 to its full capacity. 


Oprrations at.the Restigouche River Establishment. 


The success in obtaining eggs on the Restigouche did not prove as satisfactory 
this season as it did during the season of 1874. This is to be accounted for by the 
unusually high state of the water in the river, and the constant floods which pre- 
vailed in the autumn and during the whole of the spawning season of the salmon. 
It was found almost impossible to procure any great number of parent fish, and 
the few that were taken were obtained under the most trying and difficult circum- 
stances. 

Mr. Mowat, the officer in charge of the Restigouche establishment, and also Fishery 
Overseer in that section of the country, than whom none other could be found more 
zealous and indefatigable in carrying out any difficult undertaking, somewhat failed 
in his expectations and in his endeavours to secure the desired supply of ova for that 
establishment. 

Whilst we were enabled to report upwards of 800,000 eggs as having been suc- 
cessfully laid down here during the previous season, not more than 300,000 will be 
the result of this years operation; these must have ‘been thoroughly impregnated and 
carefully laid on the hatching trays, as from the latest accounts from the Restigouche 
all of these eggs have proved fruitful, and young fish are quite discernable in them, 

In a conference with Mr. Mowat, some time ago, plans were proposed and agree- 
ments made by which a certain number of salmon should be taken on their early 
migration up the river in June and July; these fish were to be put into ponds pre- 

ared for them, and there safely kept till they become mature for spawning in Octo- 
ee and after being maniputaled, to be again returned to the river. This method 
should undoubtedly give certainty for obtaining the required number of egys to fill 
the bieeding house on the Restigouche river. 

From this salmon nursery upwards of 600,000 young fry were distributed during 
last spring into the waters of the main Restigouche and its tributaries; and also into 
many other rivers and streams in that section of the country. These young salmon 
were the produce of the eggs laid down during the autumn of 1874. In the trans- 
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portation of them to their several destinations, many of which were at long distances 
from the breeding houses, only trifling losses were sustained; and in the distribution 
of such a large number of young fish, the most satisfactory results were realized, 

As before stated, I regret very much that I was unable to make a personal 
Inspection of the Restigouche works. I had contemplated introducing some new 
apparatus there for laying down, within the same area, a largely increased number 
of eggs, and also arranging means by which a larger supply of parent fish might in 
the future be relied upon. These and other matters will receive my personal atten- 
tion during next season. 


Gaspé. 


At this salmon-breeding establishment one hundred and ten thousand fry were 
hatched out during the spring of 1875. These were distributed in the St. John, 
Dartmouth and Malbaie rivers; other points were chosen in which to place some of 
these young fish, but freshets prevailed to such an extent as to prevent the possibility 
of accomplishing the work of distributing them. 

It appears from the report of Mr. Vibert, the officer in charge at Gaspé, that very 
few parent salmon were obtained by him durin» last season; and, therefore, a- 
requisite supply of ova was not collected, even to fill partially the breeding troughs of 
the establishment. No precise number of eggs is mentioned as having been obtained ; 
it appears, however, that the supply on hand is looking very well, and that the losses 
so far have been very small. 

Krom the difficulties experienced there last season in the procuring of spawning 
. salmon, it appears indispensably requisite that some more satisfactory method should 
- be adopted during next season, by which a necessary supply of salmon will be 

obtained to stock with eggs the breeding troughs of the establishment at Gaspé. 
The number taken in the estuary fisheries of the St. John, York and Dartmouth 
weirs, would lead to the conclusion that an ample supply of fish might also be 
secured for the purposes of the works at Gaspe. 


Operations at Miramichi. 


At this establishment an unaccountable disaster took place, causing the loss of 
almost the whole of the great number of eggs that were deposited there during the 
fallof 1874. (The particulars of this loss will be found in the report of Mr. A. B. 
Wilmot.) A very peculiar circumstance in connection with the death of these eggs 
is that their vitality should have continued uninjured till on the very eve of the fr 
emerging from the shell in the beginning of the month of May. It is alleged by the 
officer who was then in charge of the establishment that some injurious substance was 
produced from the perforated zine traps upon which the ova were laid, which may 
have brought about this loss. Another cause given by him is that the mortality 
may have arisen from the insufficient supply and sluggishness of the water passing 
through the troughs, by which means certain deleterious substances instead of being 
carried off settled upon the eggs and killed them. This latter definition of the 
serious epidemic amongst the ova appears the more reasonable of the two, to which, 
no doubt, may be added a certain amount of inattention at this critical period, when 
the utmost care and watchfulness «was the more indispensably requisite, both on 

account of the evident scarcity of water, and the too thickly laid numbers of eggs 
upon the breeding trays. | 
Some slight amount of credence may be attached to the statement that injurious 
matter might possibly be produced by certain chemical substances which may have pre- 
. vailed in the water there coming in contact with the perforated zine plates upon which 
the eggs were placed; but it must be very doubtful, indeed, in this case, from the fact 
that ova had remained upon the trays between five and six months without receiving 
any previous injury. Moreover, these same zinc plates were prepared with two coatings 
of parafine varnish which made them quite impervious to the action of the water;- 
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and again precisely similiar trays were used at all the other. fish-breedifig establish- 
ments without causing any loss or injury to the eggs laid upon them. 

Tt is to be deeply regretted that this misfortune should have taken place ; it will, 
however, be a strong practical lesson to prevent a like occurrence again. A remedy 
has already been applied, so far as the supply of water was concerned, hy causing a 
largely increased volume to pass through the troughs, and by otherwise preventing’ 
the possibility of any stoppage of a constant flow during the whole of the hatching 
season. The young fry that were hatched out and had escaped from the destruction 
referred to, were all distributed in the several tributaries of the Miramichi River. 

The difficulties experienced in getting a sufticient supply of eggs at some of the 
other breeding works, were also strongly felt here. This serious stoppage of supplies 
of ova at this large establishment on the Miramichi River must be prevented in the 
future. The waiting to procure parent salmon till the late autumn months, when the 
rivers are more subject to heavy freshets, has proved to be of too serious a nature 
for a repetition. Nothing hereafter shoulé prevent the taking of a good supply of 
salmon for this establishment during the summer months, and if found necessary this. 
number could be increased in the autumn. 

The quantity of eges deposited in the hatching house on the Miramichi during the 
past season, although not very large, is reported to be in a very good condition, and 
the buildings, dams and all other appliances relating to the establishment are in the 
best possible order. 


Operations at Tadousac, on the River Saguenay. 


At this institution a considerable number of salmon eggs were laid down in 
October last, nevertheless it is to be regretted that the quantity obtained was not | 
very much larger, the cause which prevented a sufficient supply from being secured: 
was found to be the same as in many other rivers throughout the Provinces, namely, 
the very much reduced number of salmon taken during the season of 1875. It isa 
remarkable fact that all along the north shore of the St. Lawrence there was not 
anything like the average catch of salmon of the previous year. 

Many conjectures have arisen as to the eause of this apparent decrease in the 
tidal and river fisheries, and various theories have been advanced. It does not 
necessarily follow because less salmon were netted or otherwise caught during the 
regular season for fishing, that comparatively less numbers must have entered the 
rivers for spawning purposes. It frequently so happens that excessive and late 
apring floods will prevail one season more than another, and when this is the case, 
the estuary fisheries become obstructed, operations sre retarded, and nets and weirs 
are sometimes swept away. From these causes the fish do not meet with the usual 
hindrances, and they pass upwards more freely to the smaller branches and sources 
of the rivers, into the interior of the country. This may have been the case during 
the season just past, for it is reported that floods were more numerous, and prevailed 
later than usual. | 

Another cireumstance related by those engaged in fishing on the north shore of 
the St. Lawrence, (which may account in part for the decrease of salmon referred to) 
is that almost all of the fish captured bore marks or scars upon them, having the 
appearance as if being done by the claws or teeth of some animal ; and it is believed 
that where so many salmon were thus found wounded and scratched, very great num- 
bers from the same causes must have been killed also, and that the seal and porpoise 
heing enemies of the salmon may have committed this havoc, 

Another view entertained is this, that sharks being the common enemy of all 
tish, and having no doubt a preference for superior food like the salmon, caused this 
destruction. This theory may with propriety be sustained from the fact of the 
astonishingly great numbers of these voracious sea-fish that were found frequenting 
the coast. It may be mentioned here that authentic accounts have been received of 
no less than thirty Greenland sharks being taken late in the autumn at one time off 
the mouth of the Saguenay River. These rapacious monsters were captured along 


with an equal Number of’ porpoises at one haul, in a strong net usel for catching the 
latter, and into this the sharks had driven the porpoises, and being so intent upon — 
their destruction had pursued them so closely as to: become entangled themselves: in 
the net, thus sharks and porpoises were all happily secured together. , 

To prevent the recurrence of a want of the necessary supply of spawns for next. 
year (even should heavy freshets prevail) an arrangement has been made on the St. 
Jean River by which all of the salmon that may migrate up it will be secured in a 
reception -house, constructed upon the same plan and with the same contrivance for 
entrapping them as that which has been found to answer so satisfactorily for several 
years past at the breeding establishment at Newcastle in Ontario. This structure on 
the St. Jean, together with the enclosure of the small cove at Tadousac previously 
made, will undoubtedly warrant the taking and safe-keeping of a sufficient stock of. 
parent salmon in the future for all the wants of the Tadousac breeding-house. 

In order to warrant greater success at the Saguenay during the past season than 
heretofore, I despatched Mr, Neevin, my assistant at this place, to Tadousac early in 
October last, with instructions to manipulate and impregnate the eggs of the salmon 
secured there, and also to instruct the persons in charge how to perform the work in 
the future. The number of ova collected and laid in the hatching throughs amounted 
to upwards of two hundred thousand. From accounts lately received from J oseph 
Radford, Esq., of Tadousac, I learn that these eggs were all doing very well, and bid 
fair to hatch out with but a very trifling per centage of loss. 


It will be not only interesting but also a source of information both in a practical. 
and scientific point of view, to all who may be concerned in the culture of salmon, 
for me to record an experiment made at the Tadousac works in the impregnation, 
and thorough fertilization of a quantity of ova, which were taken from parent 
salmon, that were kept in salt water up to the time at which the ova and the milk 
were expressed from them. 

The particulars of the experiment are as follows :—In July last a number of 
salmon were netted off Tadousac harbour on the St. Lawrence, and enclosed in a small 
inlet or arm of the Saguenay, into which the sea regularly ebbs and flows to the height 
of from seven to twelve feet. On the twenty-third of September they were all re-, 
moved into a fresh water pond, with the exception of one female and two males, which 
were left in the salt water for experiment. ; 

The most of the fish that were in the fresh water were spawned on the 20th of 
October, and those in the salt water were operated upon on the 28th of October, 
The difference in appearance was observable in the eggs that were taken from either 
places. It was noticed, however, that the ova and the milt came more freely from the 
fish in the salt water pond; this may be accounted for from the later date at which 
they were handled; both lots underwent the same process of impregnation, and were 
laid in separate troughs, on separate hatching trays; the utmost care having been 
taken ever since to prevent the possibility of mixture. About the same number of 
unfertilized eggs have been taken from each sample. The salmon at the present date, 
February Ist, are precisely similar, all showing the young fry within them quite 
perceptible to the naked eye. 

This experiment will go far towards upsetting the theory advanced by some 
writers on the nature and habits of the salmon, who state that the ova and the milt 
of the salmo salar, will not mature in salt water, but that it is indispensably . neces- 
sary to their fertilization that the parent salmon shall, for some time previously 
inhabit fresh water in order that the eggs shall arrive et maturity, and be susceptible 
of fecundation. Mr. Whitcher having devoted some attention to this point, and 
believing strongly that in sheltered places, or in brackish water, the ova might be 
developed in due course, several salmon were in 1874 kept inside the dam forming a 
pond into which a small fresh-water stream empties, and through which the tida 
from the Saguenay River ebbs and flows; but by an accident the fish escaped before 
the time of maturity. Before escaping they appeared to be perfectly bright and 
showed no signs of being gravid. Nothing daunted, however, Mr. Whitcher directed 
a renewal of the experiment. Having myself had some doubts concerning the purely 
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fresh-water theory, | too was anxious to repeat the above experiment, which if it 
results, as I have no doubt it will, in the hatching out of the young salmon in April 
or May next, just in the same manner as all of the other eggs in the breeding house, 
the experiment will be fully verified and the beneficial results from it will be to 
lessen much of the trouble and expense now incurred at some fish-breeding establish- 
ments, where salmon have to be caught in tidal waters in June and July and carried 
to considerable distances by land or by water to fresh water ponds, made expressly 
for their reception, and there kept till the spawning season arrives in October and 
November following. 


Operations at Newcastle. 


Here improvements of considerable importance have been made during the past 
season. The original establishment was found quite too limited for present require- 
ments. Reference was made to this subject-in my report of the past year, and. atten- 
tion was drawn to the necessity of enlarging the buildings and for enclosing the 
grounds with a substantial fence. These improvements have been made by authority 
from your Department. 

The enlargement of the building was made by adding to the former breeding: 
room or cellar two additional stories. The first floor is intended for a second fish- 
breeding room, which doubles the former capacity for hatching purposes. The 
second floor is divided into offices, museum and laboratory. The room for 2 museum. 
is of good size, being twenty-two feet wide by forty in length, in which is intended 
to be set up the several specimens of preserved fishes already obtained, together with 
such others as may be procured from time to time hereafter. 

The middle or first floor of this building was not completed in sufficient time to 
be made available for the laying down of fish eggs in it the past season.. New and 
improved apparatus in hatching troughs and breeding trays will be prepared in due 
time for next season’s operations, by which an additional supply of upwards of two 
millions of salmon and salmon trout ova can be accommedated in this new or enlarged — 
establishment. | 

‘An increased supply of water will be necessarily required for this second fish- 
breeding room, and can be very easily obtained by damming back the creek above to 
such a head as will cause the water to flow through an underground pipe into the 
apartment, thus giving a constant and sufficient supply at all times for the hatching 
troughs. 

The whole building now presents a handsome and commanding appearance 
externally, and the arrangements ‘nside are convenient and well adapted for the pur- 
poses for which they are'intended. The new fence erected to enclose the grounds 
occupied by your Department in connection with the fish-breeding establishments 
has been put up with a view to strength and permanency. | 

Satisfactory results attended the operations here in connection with the different 
kinds of fish eggs laid down during the fall of 1874. A very large percentage of the 
salmon ova produced young fry; many of these were planted in various rivers and. 
streams throughout the Province of Ontario, and the balance were let loose into Wil- 
mot’s Creek. The young fry of the salmon trout and of the whitefish were also 
allowed to pass from the hatching troughs into the same stream, from thence they 
would go down to the waters of Lake Ontario, their natural feeding grounds, where 
many will no doubt arrive at maturity. 

The experiment with the ova of the California salmon, kindly presented to your 
Department by Professor Baird, United States Commissioner of Fisheries at Wash- 
ington, was also quite satisfactory. Many of these young Pacitfe salmon were let 
loose along with their Ontario cousins in this creek, and it is confidentiaily hoped 
that the latter will have such influence over the former as to induce many of them 
to return in due time to the place of their birth. A considerable number of these 
California.fry were kept on hand for observation; many have quite outdone others ip 
their growth, notwithstanding all were placed in the same tanks and were equally 
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cared for, some have now reached six inches in length, while others will not exceed 

two inche. This peculiarity in the difference of the size of fish with precisely 

_ similar treatment may appear curious; it is: nevertheless a fact in connection 
with the growth of all kinds of fishes. 


Distribution of Fry from Neweastle Establishment, 1875.. 


Of the young salmon hatched from the eggs laid down in 1874 the numbers were 
very satisfactory, yielding a return of about eighty per cent. These were distributed in 
several of the streams of the country. A large number were sent by railway and 
‘steamer to Salmon River, a tributary of the Ottawa; emptying into it several miles 
below the Capital of the Dominion. My engagements were of such a nature that I 
‘could not give personal oversight, as formerly, to the shipment of these young 
salmon ; they were entrusted to the care of Mr. Neevin, who conveyed them safely 
to Ottawa, where every assistance was.readily given him by your Commissioner, Mr, 
Whitcher, who, together with several of the citizens, accompanied the distributing 
expedition to the Salmon Rlver and aided in planting the fry in well-adapted portions 
of the stream. | 

It was reported at the time by the gentlemen who gave their graituous assist- 
ance, that notwithstanding the long and tedious journey occupied in transporting 
these fish to their destination, they were when put into the river in the most lively 
and healthy condition. Many were planted in the same gravelly bottomed parts of 
the stream that had been selected in previous years, whilst others were carried along 
dirtance further up the river and deposited in beautifully sheltered hiding places. 
The party also learned from inhabitants along the river that many young salmon 
had been seen in various parts of the stream during the previous autumn and summer 
months. These had reached the size of parrs and smolts, and were no doubt a part of 
those which had been placed there in former years from this establishment. 

Another lot of fry were taken to a section of Western Ontario where others bad 
been distributed in former years, on one of the branches of the Saugeen River; near ° 
Mount Forrest, a station on the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway. This spot was 
selected on account of its easy and ready access by rail, and as being close at hand 
~O several of the tributaries of the main Saugeen, which, after flowing through a 
large section of country, empties itself into Lake Huron, at the town of Southampton. 

The planting of salmon fry at this point last spring was the repetition of an ex- 
periment commenced a few years ago, and was undertaken to ascertain practically 
‘whether salmon might not become wholly acclimated to fresh water, and be made 
natives of Lake Huron and others of the great inland seas of the West. At the 
‘commencement of the experiment it was stated that there were no insuperable diffi- 
culties on that branch of the Saugeen River which would prevent the easy migration 
of salmon to the upper portion of it. Therefore, in the event of their becoming 
acclimated to the waters of Lake Huron, this river would be well adapted for the 
experiment, because in carrying out the instinctive habit of their nature they would 
ascend the same streain for pro-creating their young as that which they migrate 
‘from, either as parrs or smolts. 

It will be found very difficult to solve a nice problem of this kind without 
obtaining the assistance of fishermen and others who may reside in the neighbour- 
-hood where the experiment is being applied. Close watch should be given to and 
special notice taken of those portions of the river where its bed would be found 
naturally adapted for spawning purposes. Failing to obtain gratuitous assistance 
‘from the inhabitants, it would be well to specially authorize some competent person 
to make a close inspection of the river during the next spawning season. By this 
‘means some reliable information might possibly be obtained concerning this, not 
only interesting, but important question. 

Rumors have been circulated that a few strange fish were of late taken in some 
of the waters of Lake Huron. One in. particular was related to me last autumn at 
Sandwich (when engaged in procuring whitefish eggs), to the effect that a fish 
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weighing several pounds had been caught during the summer in the Detroit River, 
strongly resembling a salmon-trout, but brighter in colour and longer, and more 
symmetrical inshape. This description would very well answer that of the true 
salmon, but in the absence of a personal inspection ofthis specimen it must only end 
in conjecture. Another case was reported in several of the papers that a specimen of 
the salmon tribe had been caught during the past year in the American waters of 
Lake Huron, and forwarded to Prof. Baird, of the Smithsonian Institute, who pro- 
nounced it to be asmelt of the true salmo-salay. 

Jt would be most gratifying to have close research made into this subject by 
thoroughly prospecting, at the proper time, the Saugeen River with its estuary 
fisheries near Southampton. But the enormity of work which always devolves upon 
myself and my limited number of assistants in collecting ova at the very period in 
which an inspection would be necessarily required, wholly forbids the possibility of its 
accomplishment. Therefore, no other alternative (for the present) presents itself’ but 
‘to continue planting young salmon, as heretofore, in that river, patiently waiting for 
something to turn up that will either prove or disprove the theory of acclimating these 
fish to our immense fresh water seas. 

Large numbers of the fry reared at the Newcastle establishment last spring were 
forwarded to Mr. Wilkins, Fishery Officer at Belleville. These were deposited by him 
in the Moira, Trent and other rivers in that section of the country. Many were also 
placed in Barber's Creek, at Bowmanville. Others were sent to the Credit River, 
Duffin’s Creek and the Grafton Stream, and the balance were dropped here and there 
into the head waters of the creek upon which this establishment is built. Through- 
out the whole of the work of the distribution and transportation of this great quantity 
of young fry to the several destinations mentioned, the loss experienced was very 
trivial indeed. 


Appearance of Salmon, 1875. 


It is asubject of pleasure to again reiterate the statements made in former years 
of the increasing numbers of salmon that annually enter this stream ; one feature in 
particular, with regard to them during last fall, was their size, which was generally 
ofa much larger average; many of the spent fish were found to range between fifteer. 
and twenty pounds in weight, and in some instances even heavier, It is quite unneces- 
sary to repeat here the flattering accounts which were frequently given by the 
daily and weekly press of the country, and. by the many persons who visited the 
establishment last autumn, of the occular demonstration they had of the great num- 
bers of sa'mon that were in the reception house, the ponds, and in the open stream 
within the enclosed grounds of this institution. 

An account of the annual increase of fish in this stream being given in former 
years, [ would briefly refer to the satisfactory show of salmon that entered it last tall. 
It was particularly noticed that by far the greater proportion of the fish, were larger 
and heavier than those of any former year; and it was found that very few of these 
big fish entered the reception house. This, no doubt, arose from the same cause that 
prevented them last year, namely, the low state of the water in the stream, It 
appears to be the habit of these large salmon after entering the stream and reaching 
the fish pools of any depth, to remain there till the latest moment that nature will 
permit of retaining their ova; and then to run to the nearest gravel bed (sometimes 
only a few rods above) and there deposit their eggs as quickly as possible, perform- 
ing the whole operation at times, in one night, and then they retrace their journey 
directly to the deep waters of the lake. 

It is maintained by many professing to have a thorough knowledge of the habits 
of the salmon, that the emission of the ova, or milt, from the parent fish, ix not 
performed all at once ; neither can it be done in « short period of time; nor does the 
ova all ripen at the same time; and that it is laid from day to day, or from week to 
week, just as it matures sufficiently for easy expulsion from the body. 

This may be the case in some instances ; it depends, however, almost wholly upon 
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circumstances; for instance, the size of the river or the flow of water for the time in 
the creek or other stream into which salmon have entered or intend entering for 
spawning purposes. It will be found that where the streams are very small and 
where droughts prevail in the autumn, preventing them from becoming swollen in 
size, the salmon will remain outside in the deep water, instinctively waiting till some 
rise of water or freshet will come to enable them to make their passage upwards over 
the shallows. Should this not occur, and when nature shall have completed the work 
of thoroughly ripening the ova so that it cannot be retained any longer, the parent 
fish will, as before stated, leave the salt or fresh water pool, forcing themselves 
upwards (in many cases with their bodies almost wholly out of the water) till they 
reach some available spot where they will eject the whole of their spawn and milt in 
the space of a few hours. This work is generally performed in the night season. 

The above facts were fully demonstrated here last autumn in the following way: A 
number of salmon that had rested for some time in a deep part of the stream, within 
the enclosed grounds, were watched closety night and day, with the expectation that 
when ready for spawning they would pass up stream some fifty rods over 
gravel beds into the reception house, where they could be easily taken and manipu- 
lated by the artificial process. During one night these fish were seen, or rather 
heard, rushing upwards from the pool, giving unmistakable information of their ascent, 
by the noise they made struggling over the shallows where the stream did not 
exceed five or six inches in depth; but instead of passing onward to the reception 
house, they commenced the work of forming their beds, at which they laboured most 
perseveringly till early morning, when they dropped'down stream to their usual 
meeting place in the pool below. To show the determination and impetuosity with 
which these fish perform their work, it may be related that their rapid movements 

and violent flapping in the water could be distinctly heard some thirty yards from 
the stream ; and go intent were they at their labour, that in passing closely alongside 
some of them on the banks of the stream very little fear or uneasiness was exhibited 
other than at times moving slowly from their work, but returning to it again almost 
immediately, and the scratches and bruises which were seen upon their bodies the 
following day gave undoubted evidence of the severity of the work in which they had 
been engaged. 7 ! 

These fish were the first spawners of the season, no. beds whatever having been 
previously made in the stream. On the morning after the labour of the salmon re-— 
rerred to, several large beds, covering at intervals a distance of some thirty or forty 
rods of the creek, were plainly seen. In some of them the gravel was scooped out the 
depth of a foot and more, thus giving evidence of the large size and weight of the fish. 

Anticipating ‘success in procuring a large supply of eggs from these salmon for 
the breeding room, they were netted from the pool the same day; but after careful 
handling and thorough manipulation, scarcely one thousand eggs could be, obtained 
where one hundred thousand were certainly expected, disclosing’the fact that all 
had been spawned out upon the newly-formed beds in the stream during the previous 
night. This instance clearly shows how, in what may be termed an almost in- 
credibly short space of time, salmon are enabled to perform the work of spawning. 

With regard ‘to the number of fish that entered the stream last fall, no exact 
record could be well kept as many would have entered the ereek, deposited their 
spawn and have left it again, performing their work, no doubt, in the same short 
space of time and manner described above; great numbers, however, principally of 
the smaller sized ones and grilse, came into the buildings. From these upwards of a 
million of eggs were taken out and spread upon the hatching trays. Between seven 
and eight hundred of them were put out of the house and ponds on several occasions, 
and many others were allowed to go away without any record being kept; indeed 
many salmon came into the stream during my absence at the Sandwich establish- 
ments in the latter part of the month of November. At this time the creek was 
frozen over with ice. 

The accounts which have been sent to me by the guardians in charge of many 
other streams where young salmon have been planted in former years is of an en 
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. 7 
couraging nature. Mr. Hinman, the officer at Grafton Creek, reports having secon 
upwards of two hundred salmon in it at one time during last season. Mr. Colman, in 
charge of the Bowmanville stream, reports a large number of very heavy salmon it 
that creek; many of these entered the reception house built there, and several 
thousands of ova were taken from them. The remainder deposited their eggs in the 
bed of the stream in the natural way. Mr. Coleman also informs me that he had 
ties persons brought to justice for violations of the fishery laws in that neighbour- 
hood. 


Mr. Wilkins, Fishery Overseer at Bellville, makes mention in his annual report: 


« That the salmon fry which were put in tho rivers Trent and Moira a few years ago, 
aro now making their appearance in the form of salmon.” 

Mr. J. W. Kerr, th: very efficiont Fishery Officor, at Hamilton, also reports 
from his division: “ That Duffins creek made an unusually respectable appearance in 
salmon; and that the Big and Litile Rouge rivers showed an increase of these fish over 
former years.” He also states: ;“That salmon attracted the attention of fishe: men 
at varions points on Lake Ontario where they had not been known for many years 
previously, some few having been captured in whitetish seines.” 

An experiment was made last season (under instructions from your department) 
by setting trap nets along a portion of the shore of Lake Ontario near the outlet of 
Wilmot’s creck, with the view of ascertaining whether salmon were to be taken during 
the sammer months as formerly For this purpose Mr. Louis Strouger, a practical 
ti ap-net fisherman was engaged to carry on the work. Several nets were put down 
about Ist July and taken up on the 30th, as the close season commenced on the Ist 
Apri], Mr. Strouger gives a statement of his proceedings as follows :—* The past 
season was a remarkable one as regards wind, water, and fish. The water in the 
lake was very low, consequently there was no wash of food from the banks. The 
only high winds that prevailed (with one exception on the 29th July) were from the 
northwest and northeast, therfore the water was too clear for any kind of' fishing, 
and there was no swell to stir any sediment or food from the bottom. The largest 
catch was on the 30th July, after the storm. The nets were then taken up as the 
close season had commenced. I should strongly recommend at least two weeks 
extension of time.” , 

Notwithstanding the unfavourable statement of the weather given by Mr. 
Strouger, about 120 salmon were taken, the greater proportion of these were notted 
during the latter part of July; they were disposed of principally in the Toronto 
market, at favourable prices, varying from fifteen to twenty cents per pound, A 
detailed statement of these sales has been rendered by Mr. Strouger. 

It appears that salmon do not come to the shore of the lake as early now as they 
did in former years, which is accounted for by the fact that the herring (the princi- 
pal fish upor which the salmon feed in Lake Ontario) has now become almost exter- 
minated. These fish were very plentiful in years past, they approached closely to 
the shores of the lake during the summer months for the purpose of procuring sup- 

lies of food, which consisted of the larvae of flies and insects, these were washed 
tie the beach and blown from the high banks into the lake, and whilst the herring 
were thus engaged the salmon followed in pursuit and preyed largely upon them. 

From this great scarcity of food the salmon do not now approach the 
shores of the lake as formerly but remain out in the deeper water, and cannot 
theretore be captured with trap-nets, which are set at distances not exceeding eight 
or ten rods trom the beach into the lake. 

In August, but more particularly in September and October, salmon are instine- 
tively compelled to come near to the shores in search of the estuaries of the streams 
upon which they intend migrating for spawning purposes; during these months 
Jarge numbers, no doubt, could be netted, as it appears now that considerable numbers 
of these fish are to be found if various parts of Tale Ontario, 

irom the reasons above given (even although salmon were very plentiful in the 
lake), it is doubtful whether many could be netied before the Ist of August. It 
might then, under the circumstances, be advisable to extend the time under special 
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licenses for taking salmon in Lake Ontario until the 15th of August; by this means 
better opportunities would be given for taking them, and not injuriously affect the 
numbers of parent fish required for breeding purposes. 


Number of Eggs Laid Down. 


There were laid down in the Newcastle Establishment during last fall, about one 
and-a-half millions of fish-eggs of the following kinds, namely: salmon one million, 
salmon-trout three hundred thousand and whitefish two hundred thousand. . This 
number quite filled all of the available space that the original appliances in the 
building were capable of accommodating. The loss with the salmon eggs has been 
exceedingly small, and the young fish that will be produced from them will no doubt 
exceed an average of eighty per cent. Their present appearance is most satisfactory. 
The salmon-trout ova are also ina very healthy state and will yield a high average ot 
try, some losses were sustained in the carriage of the trout-eggs from Thornbury on 
the Georgian Bay (the point where they were collected). A large number of the 
whitefish eggs will soon hatch out, these were brought from the Detroit river after 
collecting the supply for the Sandwich establishment. : ! 

The number of California salmon eges forwarded by the over landrailway route 
from the McLeod river (a branch of the Sacramento),to this establishment was invoiced 
at 80,000, they arrived here on the 31st of October, and upon unpacking were found 
to be in first class condition. In picking them over before being placed on the trays, 
barely one thousand were found dead, some others turned bad before the final hatch- 
ing out, amounting in the whole to about ten per cent. A large number of the fry 
have since been place in large tanks of living spring waters, the balance being still kept 
in the breeding troughs in which they were hatched out. Those in the spring water 
are at present very much further advanced in their development than the ones that 
were left in the creek water in the breeding-house,—all are, however, doing very well. 

With regard to the quantity of eggs deposited in the Newcastle establishment 
last fall, it may be mentioned that all of the available space within the originally 
constructed breeding-reom was perfectly filled. These are all in the most healthy 
and prosperous state, and the average of fruitful eggs is much higher than in any 
former year. There are also a very large number of salmon-trout ova undergoing 
the process of hatching in, this establishment; these and the eggs of the salmon are 
far advanced, showing quite visibly the formation of the young fish within them. 

Of the eighty thousand California salmon eggs forwarded to this institution from 
the United States breeding establishment on the Pacific Coast, through the instru- 
mentality of Prof. Baird, of Washington, L am enabled to give a most satisfactory 
account; they arrived here after their long journey across the continent in the most 
perfect state of preservation, and have all since hatched out; the fry are now exhibit- 
ing the strongest evidences of health and great vitality 

Thus far the season throughout has been most unsatisfactory for taking care of 
fish egys. The unusually soft open winter, and frequent heavy rain storms which 
have prevailed made numerous freshets, and so tiooded the streams as to cause great 
quantities of sediment and other deleterious substances to settle upon the eggs. This 
has entailed a large amount of extra work and close attention to wash and otherwise 
cleanse them from these impurities. 

In closing this report of the transactions of the past year, in relation to the 
practical operations and experiments connected with fish-culture by the artiticial 
methods of propagation, L am more fully convinced of its great national importance 
us a means by which the nature and habits of the various kinds of fishes that inhabit 
the immense area of water within this Dominion may be most fully known and 
understood; and that by a more thorough application of the knowledge derived from 
practical experiments we may soon be enabled to make our waters as productive as 
our soil, and thus aid in increasing indefinitely cheap and wholesome food for the 
Canadian people. Respectfully submitted. 

Nowcastle, Febrnary Ist, 1876. SAMUEL WILMOT, 
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Prrer Corgeman’s Report of Salmon Fishery on Barber's Creek, in the Town of 
‘ Bowmanville, December Ist. 1875. 
/ 


Salmon in Barber’s Creek. 


October 5th—The first salmon appeared and we commenced, repairing racks and 
clearing out fish-house. 3 

October 6th—Put racks across the creek, and put down racks in fish-house; got 
team and scraped away beds of gravel which obstructed the water to fish-house. 

October 7th—Two salmon in house; several in creek; commenced guarding the 
fish with three able hands, one by day and two at night. 

October 12th—Ten salmon in house; scores in creek; many large. 

October 14th—Mill pond above let off to repair flume, a flood of water rushed 
down, but racks firm. | 

October 15th—The creek dry; got fish in deepest pools. | 

October 16th—Natural stream came down and the fish went down with it to 
deeper water and commenced working. and spawning on nearest gravel beds, and » 
seemed afraid to run up creek again. : : 

October 20th—A fresh run of fish; scores of new beds commenced with fish on 
them. . 

October 25th—T'wenty-three salmon in house, and one hundred and fifty beds in 
creek. ; 

October 28th—Mr. Wilmot’s foreman came with apparatus and spawned them 
all and put out in creek. 

November 5th—Ten fish more in house. | 

November 8th—-Mr. Wilmot’s foreman spawned and put then in creek ; several 
were nearly spent and as none would be spawned again we took up the stop racks 
to allow the fish to go in and out at pleasure; worked near the house; several in it 
every day. 

November 12th—Fish leaving creek, having done spawning. 

November 17th—But one solitary fish in house; we removed racks, stored every- 
thing in house required for next year, and ended our labours for this season highly 
pleased with the increase of fish this, year over last, being about double, and larger 


fish. 
PETER COLEMAN, 
Fishery Officer. 


Cory of extracts from annual report of J. W. Kerr, Fishery Officer at Hamilton, in 
: reference to salmon within his division, season of 1875. 


DUFFIN’S CREEK. 


“ The salmon in Duffin’s Creek last full made an unusual respectable appearance. 
The fish were larger and more numerous than the previous year. The fish were shy 
and hardly ever showed during day time, being hid away in deep holes, and under 
Mr. Moses Smith’s flour mill and the covered way before the mill. This was owing 
to the great noise caused in the construction of the large iron railway bridge over 
the creek there at the particular season of spawning. 

At night, however, when everything was still and quiet the continued working 
of the fish on the beds indicated by observation how numerous the fish were. Such 
of the fish as were seen by the Guardians were large, ranging by appearance as high 
as twenty pounds in weight. The perfect spawning beds numbered sixty-three. 

The Guardians were attentive both night and day during the time these parent 
salmon remained in Duffin’s Creek, which, strange to say, was earlier, and spawning 
was not half so long as it has been in former years. 

The fish all returned to the lake again after spawning without being molested, 
as Mr. Smith, the head guardian there, has since reported to me. 
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THE ROUGE RIVER. 


‘The Big Rouge showed five and the Little Rouge three salmon beds last October, 
which is an increase over previous years. Mr. James Maxwell, who owns a flour mill 
on the little Rouge, has signitied his willingness to protect the salmon in these creeks 
in future. One bed was observed in the Hyland Creek last fall. 

“ Salmon, however, appeared to attract more closely the attention of fishermen at 
various parts of Lake Ontario during the past year than heretofore for many years 
previously. For instance, a salmon fifteen pounds weight was caught at the gap in a 
whitefish seine on Toronto Island. A two pound tish was caught in a herring gill-not 
at Burlington Beach, Lake Ontario, and four salmon were taken in whitefish seines 
near the four mile creek at Niagara.” 


REPORT OF W. A, B. WILMOT. 


\ Beprorp, Nova Scorta, 
3ist December, 1875. — 
The Honorable A. J. Satra, 


Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 


Tn accordance with instructions received from your Department, I left Miramichi 
on the 9th November for this place to arrange .the works and take charge of the 
fish-breeding establishment being erected here. On my arrival, I found there was 
still a large amount of work to be done about the building, and the hatching room 
being immediatedly required, | instructed the contractor to turn his attention to the 
completion of that portion at once. Having been informed by Mr. W. H. Rogers, 
that a number of fish had been caaptured at Oxford, on River Philip, and as the 
spawning season was now far advanced, I turned my attention to that quarter. 
Shortly before my arrival here a large number of ova had been forwarded from 
Musquodoboit Harbour, These had been collected by Mr. William Anderson, Fishery 
Overseer of that place, packed in moss and sent here by waggons. I found on 
examining them that a large number ha! been injured in transportation and from 
want of proper treatment after their arrival. Not having sufficient time at my dis- 
posal to attend to them myself, I engaged a party to pick out those still alive and 
place them in the hatching troughs; this I believe was done with proper care, but 
subsequently they all died. | 

T found on reaching Oxford that, through the exertions of Mr. Isaac Hingley, 
Local Overseer, large tank had been built and that about 90 fish had been caught 
and placed therein. During the following week 20 more were caught, making a 
total of 110 fish. Of these 65 were females; and I obtained from them 600,000 eggs; 
being an average of over 9,000 per fish. These were the largest and most produc- 
tive fish I have handled in any of the four Provinces, many of them weighing over 
45 pounds; some few spécimens exceeding 30 pounds in weight, and measuring over 
46 inches in length. The low state ofthe water had prevented these fish entering the 
river previous to the Ist November. They consequently presented a very difierent 
appearance to those usually caught at this season of the year, being still of a bright 
silvery colour and retaining, in a large measure, the strength and condition of a July 
fish. The natural reproduction of salmon in this river has been greatly reduced in 
past years, in consequence of the very limite! space available for spawniny beds. 
The distance from the head of tide to the mill-dam, at Oxford Village, is 14 miles, 
and as this is the highest point to which they ean ascend, the whole nnmber of fish 
entering the river to deposit their ova must do so within this prescribed limit. A 
large portion of this already too smal! apace is not at all suitable for spawing beds. 
The result is that the greater part of the ova deposited by the first ran of fish is 
displaced and destroyed by a second run in the formation of their own beds, I was 
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informed hy many old inhabitants that the bed of the ‘river above this dam 
was composed of fine gravel, and previous to this obstruction being placed therein, 
large numbers of fish annually visited the upper portions of the river; but of late 
years none had been seen. The result is that the supply is gradually but surely falling 
off, and unless some means are adopted by which the salmon will be enabled to reach 
their old and favourite spawning grounds, a very few years will suflice to completely 
deplete the river of this valuable fish. There is at present a fish-way in the dam, 
but it is very deficient and no fish have been known to enter it. 

The work of collecting the ova at Oxford*was performed under the most 
unfavourable and disagreeable circumstances, in consequence of the intense cold 
weather which prevailed during the spawning season. The reception tank or building 
had been constructed in a very temporary manner, and I found it impossible to pre- 
vent a portion of the ova from being over chilled while undergoing fecundation. 
However, the loss from that cause did not exceed 50,000. 

The transportation to the hatching house was accomplished without any loss. 
The mode adopted to’ prevent injury from frost and from the jarring motion of the 
waggons and cars was by packing the ova in boxes filled with moss—a layer of moss 
about two inches deep being placed between the layers of eggs, which were first 
enclosed in strips of cotton—thus saving a great amount of labour when unpacking. 
The last lot of ova was placed in the hatching troughs on the 27th of November, 
being three weeks later than those collected in previous years in the more western 
Provinces. 

The mode of laying down the ova at this establishment was similar to that 
adopted at Miramichi last season; that is: the surface of the zinc and wire trays 
were first covered to the depth of half an inch with well washed and screened gravel. 
The eggs were then placed evenly over the surface of the gravel, thus forming a bed 
similar to the natural hatching bed, and preventing them from actual contact with 
the metal. 

The entire loss to the present time has been very light, and the1e are still 
remaining in the hatching troughs over 550,000 eggs; and from their present 
appearance | expect to hatch a very fair proportion. Every precaution has been 
used to prevent an accident of any nature occurring. 

The building is now fully completed and presents a very handsome appearance, 
The contractor has performed his contract in a satisfactory and workmanlike manner, 
The material is of the best description and well put together. 

As the main supply of ova for this establishment for some years will necessarily 
be drawn from River Philip, I would recommend a small outlay in enlarging and 
completing the reception house already built there, which is too small to contain the 
number of parent fish required. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 


A. B. WILMOT. 


MR. MOWAT’S REPORT. 


Derr Sivr, Restraovucus, 31st December, 1875. 


The worl: of building a new spile dam.a short distance above the reception 
house, in order to have a greater command of water as well as to obtain more accom- 
modation for holding parent fish, was completed last August and proved perfectly 
tight. 

So soon as the ungling season closed I obtained the services of Alex. Dancan to 
take parent fish, by constructing pounds of small mesh nets in order to take them 
without injury. Unfortunately a flood came on just as the nets were set, causing a 
Joss of stakes as well as tearing the nets. Again on the 12th September, the nets 
were set with the same result; the whole season was continuous with rains and only 
three tish were taken, Salmon also were svarce in the river after the middle of August, 
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there sceming to be no second run of fish as usual. This combined with continual 
high water caused the fish to ascend higher than usual. I have no doubt sufficient 
fish could have been taken in July, when they were plenty in the river and the water 
moderate. But afraid, from former experience, of the long confinement and not at 
that time ready to capture them, and also depending as usual on the fall supply, I 
did not do so, finding therefore on the Ist October that I was likely to get few fish at 
the breeding-house, | took men and canoes, going fifty miles to Kedgwick River and 
fourteen miles up Main River, and although troubled with continual rises of water, 
so muchgso that no bottom could be seen in our usually clear water, I succeeded in 
capturing sixty fish, placing them in temporary cribs when taken, transferring them 
afterwards in a large floating crib and conveying them to the breeding-houre. I had 
to ease the fish of a portion of the ova before reaching the house to the extent of 
90,000 eggs, not being able to supervise them constantly, nor able to spare a man and 
canoe to take them in perforated tin pails, keeping them constantly immersed in the 
river and on the journey down, suspended them in the floating cribs, they should 
have been boxed and in trays; but had I done so they would have frozen, as well as 
it being impossible to attend to them, on this lot there will be a loss of 15 per cent, 
which I attribute to the extra motion. | 
_ On arriving at the house the fish and crib gave 120,000 eggs in fine order, 
although from over ripeness I have no doubt some were lost before arriving. Oa this 
lot there is not yet one per cent of loss. 

Three men and myself were thus occupied from Ist to 26th October, after that 
date no fish were got with any eggs in them. ? 

Before leaving I ordered my two sons to get help if necessary, and get all the 
fish possible near Dee Side, providing them with large buoys to use as cribs to place 
fish when taken, and on my arrival home was pleased to find they had nearly 100,000 
ova laid down in house in good order, and which still continues so. 

As the form of the’ fish in the eggs is now discernable, and I cannot detect an 
unfertilised egg in the house, | expect to turn out fully 300,000 young fry for next 
spring. 

[ feel much disappointed in not being able to fill my breeding-house this season ; 
this has taught me a lesson not to trust fall fishing. A large percentage of the parent 
fish should be taken in July, and I have no doubt if they are not injured in catching 
and have proper space and good water they will turn out all right in the fall, At all 
events our large rivers are not to be trusted to for-a fall supply. 

As the lessees scem to appreciate the benefits of fish-breeding, I do not appre- 
hend any objection will be made in taking the necessary fish during the angling 
season, if such should occur those objections should be removed by your Department. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
JOHN MOWAT, 
Fishery Overseer, Restigouche Division. 
To the Honorable A. J. Smith, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Ottawa. 


MR. VIBERT’S REPORT. 


GaAsP& Basin, 31st December, 1875. 
To the Honorable A. J. Sintra, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 

Srr,—I have the honor to submit my report on this establishment for the past 
season. According to your instructions I took charge of the building on the Ist of 
January last, with 200,000 salmon ova. 

Great difficulty and inconvenience was experienced on account of the dam leak- 
ing all the winter, and in fact it was feared at one time that all the spawn would have 
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perished. Notwithstanding these difficulties and predictions to the contrary, &«., 
110,000 young fry were hatched out and placed in the Dartmouth, St. John and Mal 
baie Rivers. Freshets prevented my depositing any at Grand Pabos, as was intended. 
I observed that said river would be a desirable place to plant young fish. 

I had 30 parent salmon in pond on the River Dartmouth, and owing tu a very 
heavy rain in August, the gravel underneath lower dam was undermined and the 
fish escaped. LIonly caught eleven salmon at Mal baie, out of these four diedin pond, 
and among the seven remaining there were only two female fish. From these I 
obtained 20,000 spawn, which I carried to Gaspé by carriage in a tin bucket with 
water. I ascended the Dartmouth River in October with three canoes, two of which 
we portaged over the falls, but on account of the high state of the stream we found it 
impossible to capture a single fish, this proves that it will not do to depend on getting 
salmon at the spawning season. 

I would suggest that next summer thirty or forty fish be purchased from the 
fisheries at Anse au Cousin, and carried by means of box barrows filled with water to 
the pond in rear of he fish-house—this pond is now about 100 feet square—as by 
placing them there none could escape. If they matured well, a second pond might 
be built below the dam, and by this arrangement nearly 100 parent salmon could be 
kept without any possible chance of escape; but in order to secure success next year 
T must advise putting out nets in the York and Dartmouth Rivers. 

In accordance with your instructions I had a new dam built last summer, it is 
made of round cedar-and good cedar spiling, the earth was dug duwn to the solid 
rock, and bark rhinds placed all along, and I hope it will last many years unless 
affected by frost, which I do not think will be the case. 

I considered it advisable to teach Mr. Henry Davis the spawning thi3 autumn, so 
that next year he can assist me; besides if there are parent fish in different places, a 
second person is necessary, as all may be mature at the same time. Mr. Davis is a 
trustworthy person and takes much interest in this work. . 

The spawn now in this building are looking well, considering the rough state of 
the roads over which they came, and so far the loss has been small; it must also be 
remembered that much inconvenience and cold is endured by performing spawning 
operations in the open air, and in order to do this work properly a reception house is 
necessary. There is only onc room made in the upper part of this establishment, 
and [ hope the remainder will be finished next year. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 


PHILIP VIBERT, Joun., 
Fishery Overseer, Gaspé Division. 


REPORT UPON THE MIRAMICHI FISH-BREEDING ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mrramicut, N.B., 31st December, 1875, 
To the Honorable A. J. Smith, 


Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 


Srr,—In my last annual report upon this establishment, which included its 
operations up to 31st December, 1874, I informed your Department that there was 
at that time about 1,500,000 ova in the hatching troughs; and that Mr. Sheasgreen, 
who was in charge during my absence, informed me they presented a healthy and 
promising appearance. On my return from Gaspé on the Ist of March I found that 
the loss to that date had not exceeded 10 per cent, and the greatest care and attention 
bad been given them, The embryo in a few instances was just visible, and appear- 
ances warranted me in entertaining the most sanguine expectations of hatching a 
large percentage. 

This satisfactory state of the ova continued until the 6th of May, by which time 
about 100,000 had thrown off the shell, and the hatching was going on rapidly, when 


I noticed the beginning of the heavy loss [ subsequently met with. The fies sign ie 
Ne which presented itself was on the under side of those eggs which were laying 
on and actually in contact with the zinc floors of the hatehing | trays ; and when first 
noticed, was.confined to two or three particular troughs. In three days it had spread 
through the whole building to such an extent that my stock was reduced in that 
short time to 150,000 fry and 100,000 eggs; the latter also died during the following 
week. The entire loss oceurred while still in the egg stage, none having died after 
becoming free of the shell. Attributing the cause of addling to the poisonous action 
action of the zinc, as soon as obseryed I removed all the eggs off the hatching trays 
and placed them in the bottoms of the troughs; this did not have the desired effect. 
A principal cause for the loss was the insufficient supply and sluggishness of the 
water passing through the hatching troughs allowing some ‘Msioiihas substance to 
accumulate to such an extent as, to injure the eggs, Had the current been more 
rapid the loss might not have taken place. . 

» The plan on ‘which this establishment was arr anged, as well as the treatment of 
the ova, was precisely that adopted and introduced by Mr. Sadhuel Wimot at New- 
castle, Ontario, but I find that on this particular stream for various reasons 
considerable modification is required. 

The improvements | considered necessary I have effected during the past 
summer, they are as follows:—The construction of a new and more serviceable 
supply- Poe the increasing of the supply of water entering the reservoir by 
laying down two additional three-inch bored conducting pipes. Thave also increased 
the rapidity of the current in the hatching troughs by giving each trough a descent 
of one and three quarter inches in every re feet, “being an additional descent of three- 
fourths of an inch. In consequence of the foul nature of this stream I consider a 
filterer necessary. This would require to be erected outside of the hatching room 
in such a manner as to receive all the water from the conducting pipes, “which 
after being forced through a series of tanks filled with gravel and “sand wouldbe 
relieved of all foul and deleterious matter it might contain before passing over the 
ova. 
After removing all the dead and injured ova from the troughs, 1 found I had 
150,000 strong and healt! any fry left. When these had attained the age of five weeks 
they were distributed among the tributaries of the Miramichi. The instructions 
received from your Department concerning the propor vions allotted to each river 
were, as far as possible, carried out. 

My efforts towards obtaining a supply of ova for this establishment last autumn, 
were very unsuccessful. The means usually adopted for securing the parent fish 
was the setting bar-nets across the northwest Miramichi at a point immediately 
above the head of tide, and in- past years no difficulty was experienced in taking all 
the fish required. These nets were placed in the river this season ten days earlier 
than in former years; they remained down twelve days, and during that time forty 
fish were caught. The heavy freshets now coming on, it was found impossible to use 
bar-nets any longer. The salmon already taken were transferred to the reception 
pond, from which they subsequently escaped during a freshet which carried away a 
portion of the dam. As the spawning season was close at hand, I found it necessary 
to adopt some strenuous measures to secure a sufficient number of eg fish. I 
accordingly equipped four different parties with seines and drift-nets. One was 
placed on the northwest branch, one on the southwest, one on Sabbis River and one 
which I accompanied on Cain’s River. These pirties were instructed to ascend the 
rivers as far as possible, and to spare no efiort towards taking salmon. Hach party 
was supplied with a proper box for transporting the salmon down the river to the 
ponds I had prepared for their reception. For some duys after reaching their 
respective rivers nothing was done, as the extreme height of the waters rendered it 
impossible to cast a net; as soon as the flood had somewhat subsided fishing com- 
menced, but resulted in a lamentable failure. The number of fish taken 
by all parties did not exceed fifty, only twelve of which still retained their ova. 
These fish being a portion of a run which entered the river early in September had 
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spawned three weeks earlier than in previous seasons. The runs upon which I have 
heretofore depended for my supply have usually entered during the month of October 
and beginning of November; these fish did not enter the river at all this season, and 
T am satisfied from my own observation (having been on the rivers continuously for 
three weeks) that no run of fish took place after the 20th of September, at which 
time the freshet was at its height. Finding that all my efforts were availing noth- 
ing, I dismissed all the parties except that on the northwest branch, which con- 
tinued seining at intervals for the purpose of ascertaining whether any fish were 
coming into the river. Up to the 8th November (on which date I left for Bedford) 
none had been taken, and I understand a subsequent attempt was made by Mr. 
Venning and Mr. Hogan, but with similar success. 

On the 15th October the twelve fish mentioned above were ready for spawning 
(over 159 salmon were spawned after the 15th November, 1874) and I collected from 
them 60,000 ova, which is the total number laid down in the establishment this 
season. These, Mrx*sheasgreen informs me, are looking well. The loss so far not 
having exceeded 1,000. He states that the embryo is now visible in the egg. 

The establishment in all particulars was in the best working condition possible 
when I left for Bedford, and had I been enabled to obtain a full supply of ova IL 
could have warranted a most successful issue. 

[ have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 


A. B. WILMOT. 


5-17 - 


v 


ih ne 4 ne punt 
ie . i> ies cs it I Ato i i 
a PG ay na Cia ny Mere 


hy ay 


ONY 
; Gh 
eerie a 


POMP WAL 
AUN GAS if 
vena >, 4 * 
sa Oe rad 
NAD pe 


ae 9 ie 
a 


y 
a) a ry 


4 
AAD NTA al) | 
‘ er ha 


f Ee | 
} oie f 
i ; 

he! oe) Vio 


i y J 
y/ r wees ri i y iI 
Viet lai AM hs a 


i 
jhe 


Ds 
i 
We} 


f 
7h 


| a My 


Wasi 1 i ig 
#4 J ; » ? y a) 
¥ - re i 


/® 


‘ ‘ 
ba il 9 


4 Wet iy 7 
ley ree Oh eee 


Ex 


oa. 


7 


‘ 
ty 
ai 
% 


